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when I gus to writing, other things leave my mdnd. I had to go into town early this
Belley (i my dnd wandered back to vur last evening's conversation, Slovly = conviction
about Cershing that coes back to the first vemos L wrate you when the paper: stabbed printe
in; the afridavits is fixing itselfe I1'11 not go into it now,but especially if 1 an
correct ar: the new jossibilities not only enorrous but 1 think in soue woysk beyond the
normanl tidnking of the sikilled lawyers I have a high opinion of the conpetince ol the beiley
of fice. .nd I have secn Jim brilldant in come of his moves. But I am certain there are
thingy obvious to se from ny work that will not occur to thems

As a soneral philosophy, 4 beliove the only way the weak can succecd ajoinst the
stron; is by a combination of what I call intellectual judo, or using the strength of
the strong wgainst the strong, and by taidng and keepin_ the initietive, abtacking, not
defending, I an not up to dete on eny of the logal situations, but L tlink if it has not
yet come the tiue for avtack willl be soun, aud 1 have in mind sowmesldng other than wvhat
can be done with the Pershing situation.

You are into too nuch to kecp all the details of the assassination business in rince
So I remin: you of what I forgot to mention in writng you last night, another detail that
might or might not be significant about rerry Russo. During all the tine he was supposed
to have beun Jin's star witness he maintained a friendly relationship vith Layton ‘artense
Hortens was then under indictment and was mown as a {riend of Shaw'se Ferry had at least
one side~line that made him then vulnersble to federal pressure, pornogrephye Your people
never pumped hin, lever tried, I suspect, because he is sasy. I n ver ouce looked him up
'to try it, ncver once prepared to, spoke te him only when L busped into him in your oflices.

That sirange chick you people never believed because she lied wes ny sources She 1s
perhups th biggest liar I have sver cot, but she spoke much truth. There is nothing ol
the $renenduous amowunt that L got from her that I checked (and I disecarged e syeab amount)
shat did not check out 1002 « Last tiue I was there I let her invite ne to chimer(and,zas
I expected, she let me pay for it) and I didn t lean on hore i merely asled why she would
not ever sit down with me and separate the wheat frou the chaff, tell me ulich weres lies
end what was truth of what I hadn't checked out. 1 can't evaluate her answer, so 1 give it
to you oo she gave it to nee "I'm afradd." I asked her, "Of whom?" She said "lLayton s
theme™ I 1ot it go at thate Yespite the oitice nessing up of the Flilip story by violating
its agreencnt with pe, it checks out with confirmation from both Idis parents, the father
basore he died, and the mother before and after, after to the shoclke of Judge Trent's wifa,
Lillian Uohen, who was in on my interview at 1y insistence as Fhilip's lawyers So, I was
wil ing to b licwe her story of socializing repeatedly vith Yerry and Layton together and
I pot confirmetion from Perry himself, There is no part of her story about thiz that ho
did not confim and there is nothing he said that in any way dispubes what she seilde liow
I tlink it wae passing strenge for your star witness to be so friendly with a man who, as
Perry hiscels told ne, lived beyond his invisibl. nesns of support, drop dng as wuch as
340 at & time gaobling, driving that sports car, and with lmown income only from part=
tine cuployment with $he educational statvion doun Theres

On the Shaw thing, there is more than tiie witnesses I have on tape nover intervi wed
by nnyone in your office. Therc agsin is an attack aporoach I ail confidont the coupetent
layyers will never think of, a law it will never occur to tuew to invoke, as it naver did
to Jim, .ith clear precedents wimowm to lawyers who never get into that arca. But I don't
even lmo. who the lawyers are in the ciwil sult and have nover met the T & C eople like
Rault, Robertson and Shilstone, khen the tize comes, il any went to speak to ne to learn
what 1 have and think, there will be no obligation if my work is not used aiw the only
cost will be for soseone to come here or for e to go theres Lf you trust tie lawyers, 1
also wille L an certain the civil suit need never get berore & jurVeses iinal tlwught covut
Aussoe I told you Hnl told me e had much he didn't use, Une possible explanation i unat
he didn's need it. But on: thnt should not be avoided is what it might luve been, where
it mighs hove done dansge. Sal cleined they nover got any inside trom the Tods, which may
or nay not La true, but I am ce tain they didn't vant to do anythin: to hurt the fedse Besty




