4 September 1969

Itekx Corvorntion
Lexington, lass, 02173

Dear Sirg:

Thank you for promptly sending me your "Iife~Itek Termedy
Lpsassination Film inalysisn,

I wigh 4o notify you that Jou are geriously in error in at
least one seetion of your analysis. In light of the natters that
I diseuss below, I believe that you ought to ocorrect Jour error st
least to the extent of furnishing an addemdum 4o Jour report, so
that you wi 1l not cause your readers to believe something whieh
cannot be true,

In seetion 2.3 Tagr ¢ Jou conclude that, "the 'rerson' appear-
Ing in W"1114g N0.5 end EBetenmer Pletures joires two other persons on
the steps by the time the car was at point 313"

Visible in W#11lis no.5 are two individuals standing on the
steps which leaa Trom Dlm Steet to the oren behind +the conerete
wall at the top of the moll, The lower of the two Individualsg ig
wearing g read pper garment and the upper individual ie Wearing an
upper garment which abrears to have a bluish tint, Tietures taken
after point 313 disclose three 1nd1v1duals, tvo of vhom ere those
who are vigihle in Willis no,5. 1 refer specificelly to the films
by Mary Moorman, Orville Tix, and Mary iuchmore (You tere mo con-
gideration of +he Huaehmore film, althoush 41+ besrsa importantiy on
the natter thet yon disensg),

The verson who is not vigible 4n W1114s no,5, tmt is visibvle
in the pietures talken after noint 313, 43 Dmmett Hudson, the fgrounds -
¥eeper of lealey Plega, Both lindson's testimony before the inrren
Commission sna the nature of 4he ¢lothes that he was rearing at the
time of the assassination conelusively refute Jour assertion that
the "person! Visible behind +he wall in Will4g 10,5 descended the
stairg 1mmediately after Willis tool- hig photograph,

Hudson's testimony 18 loeateq at volume 7,pp,558-555 of the
Warren Commigaion'pn "Hearines", In the couse of theat testimony
Hudson informed +the Cormission that he ves standing on the steps
for aseveral ninutes before the shooting oceurred., During that time
he was talking with one of the other individuals on the steps,
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Foreover, even withous reference to udson's test inony
you should haove Imown that ke could not possibly he the =ame
as the "person' behind the wall, The pietures taken after roint
313 digelose that Hudson is wearing a white shirt, red Jjacket,
and (especinlly) a white cap. INone of these items of elothing
ecorrespond in the least with +he clotling worn by the 'nerson!
behind the wall, The'persont behind the wall apnenrs tp be veering
& very darl colored eosgt and TENE . very Anr) nnlored
hegdreor,

Unquestianably, Hudgon ig not Vigdible in V411%s no, Dy btk
in 14:ht of his tegtinony and of the mure Imovledre thnt e wng
Wearing very different clothing fronm the Yaerzon! behind the wall,
ought you not to consifer thot in U111is no.5 Iudson 1= nlgenred
either ty one of the individuals on +the gtens or by the 11 htopont
thet infervenes between the steps ond 7illsis? caneral

I cemmot deternine how irportantly this Toars on the naterial
which you treat in Jyour seetion 2.1 Task Ay vherein Jou discuss
the "focelile imnge” thet ig Vielble in the lioorman nhoto snd i
other nietures fkwimmr whieh ghow the woll TeR turing end ofter the
shooting, 'y confusion astems from Fyour failure preecisely to
desipnate vhere behind the wnll the "facelile image™ ia logated,

I have seen versions of the loormem photo vhich show o "Treelilke
imsge™ al precisely the rlace where the "person' ip Loented hehing
ne wall i» Jetzner and willis no, 5, If Jyou are reflerring to &
different losation than the one that I heve in ning, ther nerhang

Jorr eoncluaions. ehout the "fagelite imcee" rre sownd, In my
vergion of the lloormen Metare, the imace “Yint appearsg Ivst ahove
the south Pace of the canerete wall appesre %o he not Herely @
"faecelite Inege™, tut a face, Congidering that Detmmer sna +illis
no.5 establish that there wes e person 1n that Jeaticy vhen the
shooting haren, =znd 4that that person ald not descend +he stairs,
Xxea I think 14 reasoneble to assert thnt the "facelile inage"
Juat above the sonth Tace of the well is ixndeed ihe image of &
Tace.

I shall be interested to learn whether you emn refute the
natters dipcusged ftove, and, if you connot, whether you hive the
mensure of interrity thet induges honoralle men to afnit wnéd %o
eorrect their errore,

Yours truly,

ﬁi rlan A ‘; i \-‘-&«k"us.
ichard Jernabel

-

ec, LIMT, Time, Ine,, Rockefeller Center, I,Y,, E.Y., 10020,



4 Septemher 19690

LIFR

Time, Ina,
Rogkefeller Center
New York, .Y, 10020

Dear Sirs:

Ynelosed for your interest is & copy of a letter
that I recently wrote to the Itek Corporstion concerning
their "Life-Itek kennedy :‘ssassinetion Film inalysis”,
of tovember 1967.

1tek clains thet you requested the study., If you
paid for the truth, you were robbed.

If it wag your intent to obseure the sirnificance of

Invelnable evidence in the murder of the fresident, con-
rratulations for” your svecess.

Yours truly,
Richard Bernabei
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ECReT SENTRIES

665 pounds and was bigger than a large office desk! Five more
of the giant K-30 cameras were built in the early 19505 by
Hycon Co., of Monrovia, Calif., and this subscquent}y led to
the company’s participation in the reconnaissance-satellite
program,

—Two other optical companies, which had been active in
developing reconnaissance aircraft cameras, were also brought

“into the reconnaissance-satellite program by the CIA, which
WMHB of these was

Itek Co%., of Lexington, Mass., an outgrowth of an Air Force-
_ Sponsored research group at Boston Universi , which de-

veloped an aircraft camera with a remarkable 240-inch lens.
The other was Perkin-Elmer Co., of Norwalk, Conn., whic
had developed the first 48-inch airborne panoramic-scanning
camera for the Air Force, '

Beyond the dramatic reduction in camera size and weight
for satellite use, the equipment had to be designed for un-
attended operation in the harsh, cold vacuum of space, for a
period of days or weeks. The U.S. had gained a little experi-
ence in unattended aerial-camera operation in the late 1940s
and early 1950s, when it had tried to use high-altitude balloons
and prevailing winds to take photos behind the Iron Curtain,
With luck, the balloon-borne cameras would eventually reach
friendly shores, and the camera could then be recovered by
parachute. But some also had come down before reaching
friendly shores—which prompted Soviet protests.

In June 1956, the same month that Lockheed was selected
to develop the reconnaissance-satellite vehicle, RAND sci-
entists completed a report proposing a bold new idea for
physically returning photos from orbit. The technique was
especially attractive for obtaining very high resolution and/or
color pictures.

The RAND report, classified “secret,” bore the title Physi-
cal Recovery of Satellite Payloads: A Preliminary Investiga-
tion. It analyzed the problems of protecting heat-sensitive
film from the searing temperatures that would be encountered
in reentry into the earth’s atmosphere at high speed, Tech-
niques were then being developed for ICBMs to protect their
nose-cones, containing a thermonuclear weapon, from the
same ultra-high temperatures, RAND scientists proposed that
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SECRET SENTRIES IN SPACE
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Ideally, the lens of 4 Mapping camera should look straight
down because any obliquencss i, viewing angle will intro-
duce geometric distortion, The Agena Spaceeraft itself, from
the earliest days, had been equipped with horizoy sensors and
a stabilization system to orient its camerag toward the carth,
But to achieve the extreme accuracy needed for mapping, jt
seems likely that the metric camera woyl( simultancously
photograph several stars in the celestial sphere. Later, these
star photos would be used to determine the mapping eamera’s
precise vertical angle and to introduce any necessary corree-

The "dumage-limiting” strategy, when applied against
hardened Soviet missiles, demands such high accuracy that
the film would have to be returned to earth rather than at-
tempt to scan-convert the pictures and transmit them by radio.

introduce serious errors,

Mapping cameras had been developed some years earlier
for aircraft use, ang it scems likely that they were adapted
and tried in satelljtes launched during the early 1960s. But
the need for ultra-accurate data op the location of Soviet mis-

third-generation satellites,
Another new sensor introduced operationally in the third-
multi-spectral
camera, discussed in Chapter 15, Because of Space and weight
Constraints, the camera probably operated in four bands or

At most in six, and wag built by Itek Corp., which pioneered
in this technology. (A recent Itek Stockholders Report refers
ciyptically to “continued active parficipation in strategic re-
Lonnaissance,”)

The introduction of multi-spectral cameras in reconnais-
Sance satellites should he marked by a change in the time of
SPacecraft launch from the usual high-noon sun angle. The
Teason is that the colors reflected from ground objects vary
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