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N
a
tio

n
/W

o
rld

 
ck4,  

C
IA

 hid info on Iraq defense buys 
W

A
S

H
IN

G
T

O
N

 (A
P

) - T
h

e C
IA

 
k
n
ew

 b
efo

re th
e G

u
lf W

ar th
at at 

least fiv
e recip

ien
ts o

f U
.S

. ex
p

o
rts 

to Iraq w
ere defense industries, but it 

d
id

 n
o

t tell th
e C

o
m

m
erce D

ep
art-

m
en

t, w
h
ich

 ap
p
ro

v
ed

 th
e sales, 

docum
ents show

. 
T

h
e
 C

o
m

m
e
rc

e
 D

e
p

a
rtm

e
n

t 
approved som

e $1.5 billion in exports 
to Iraq from

 1985 to 1990, saying m
ost 

w
ere not designated for m

ilitary use.  
M

an
y
 o

f th
e Iraq

i co
m

p
an

ies th
at 

bought U
.S

. technology legally turn 
o

u
t to

 h
av

e b
een

 m
ilitary

 in
d

u
stries 

w
ith innocuous sounding nam

es that 
d

id
n

't set o
ff alarm

s at th
e C

o
m

-
m

erce D
ep

artm
en

t. In
 an

y
 case, th

e 
departm

ent w
as under W

hite H
ouse 

orders to encourage trade w
ith Iraq. 

B
u

t th
e
 C

IA
, a

n
d
 p

o
ssib

ly
 th

e
 

D
efense Intelligence A

gency, knew
 

th
e tru

e n
atu

re o
f so

m
e o

f th
e Iraq

i 
c
o
m

p
a
n
ie

s
, a

c
c
o
rd

in
g
 to

 a
 

c
o
n
g
re

s
s
io

n
a
l in

v
e
s
tig

a
to

r's
 

d
o

cu
m

en
ts o

b
tain

ed
 T

h
u

rsd
ay

 b
y

 
T

he A
ssociated P

ress. 
O

n
 Ja

n
. 2

9
, 1

9
9

1
, th

e
 se

n
io

r 
congressional investigator m

et w
ith 

C
IA

 officials to ask w
hat the agency 

had know
n about 25 of the Iraqi end 

users listed on U
.S

. export licenses, 
and w

hether the agency had notified 
the C

om
m

erce D
epartm

ent. 
F

. D
o

u
g

la
s W

h
ite

h
o

u
se

, w
h

o
 

h
ead

ed
 th

e C
IA

's co
m

m
ittee o

n
 

technology transfer, said he had run 
a com

puter check com
paring the 25 

en
d

 u
sers ag

ain
st a C

IA
 d

ata b
an

k
,  

acco
rd

in
g
 to

 th
e n

o
tes m

ad
e b

y
 th

e 
in

v
estig

ato
r, w

h
o
 also

 w
as in

ter-
view

ed on the grounds that he not be 
identified. 

M
r. W

hitehouse said he had com
e 

u
p
 w

ith
 "a

b
o
u
t fiv

e
 h

its" - fiv
e
 

com
panies about w

hich the C
IA

 had 
in

fo
rm

atio
n
, said

 th
e in

v
estig

ato
r. 

H
e said

 th
e C

IA
 to

ld
 h

im
 it d

id
 n

o
t 

su
p
p
ly

 th
e in

fo
rm

atio
n
 to

 th
e C

o
m

-
m

erce D
ep

artm
en

t b
ecau

se it w
as 

never asked to do so. 

C
om

plaints about the C
IA

's reluc-
tance to share inform

ation w
ith other 

governm
ent agencies are legion. T

he 
problem

 w
as recently underscored in 

the case of an Italian bank branch in 
A

tlanta that approved unauthorized  

loans to Iraq. 
T

h
e
 C

IA
 - re

s
p
o
n
d
in

g
 to

 
congressional pressure - earlier this 
m

onth adm
itted that it had failed to 

provide all the inform
ation it had to 

the judge in the case, and that it had 
found additional cables in its files in 
recent w

eeks. 

In a m
essage to agency em

ployees 
this w

eek, C
IA

 D
irector R

obert G
ates 

sa
id

 h
e
 h

a
d
 a

sk
e
d
 h

is in
sp

e
c
to

r 
g

e
n

e
ra

l to
 e

x
a
m

in
e
 th

e
 re

c
o

rd
s 

system
 of the D

irectorate of O
pera-

tions - the agency's clandestine arm
 

- an
d
 to

 reco
m

m
en

d
 ch

an
g
es th

at 
w

ill "p
u

t an
 en

d
 to

 d
ifficu

lties in
 

re
s
p

o
n

d
in

g
 p

ro
m

p
tly

 to
 

congressional and other inquiries." 


