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11/10/77

¥y, Ford Rowan

NBC Naws

m‘ Nebrm AW.. W
Washington, D.C.

Legar Ford,

Sending you the enclosed record makes me as uneasy as not sending it would. I do
not lnow what iz right 50 I leave it to your judgement. Soswsing that arfter almoat 10
years Bdgar Franklin Johnston is still around.

L have not studied this teletype. It is some of what %o me is garbage I have had
foreed on me in the FBI's substitution for complisnce with my FOIA requests rwlating to
the ®ing assassination now more than eight years old. I know its source and what some of
the codes and indications ere.

It is a Washington Field Office record from its MURKIN (Murder—King) file, The date
ropresents a piriod os understandable hysteria. It ean also be understood that the FBI
searched its indices for straws at which to grasp.This was on the sixth day after the
ahooting. I have very clear recollections of my own attitudes. I canacelled a scheduled
TV appearance fearing that any JFK mssassination discussion would be inflamatory and
80 far ae Washington and New Tork were concerned and all the reporters who knew me I
disapreared in Yew Orleans to pickm up my work on Oswald. If it was not on the 10th it
was on the 11th that the Carrison ofiice were tipped off by the police that they expected
great violence. ABk the Assistant DAs were carryiug pistols.Most of the better “akefront
places at least were closed, I was to have a seafood dinner that night with Moo. (Who was
wearing his pistol.) Ho knew a neighborhood place whare the crawfish wers great. So I'm
not belng partionlarly oritical of the FHI is this over-reaching,

i Hy guess 1s that Johnston was connucted with the VYhite Citizens' Councils from the
note at the top partly removed in the xeroxing. This along with thousands of others on no
other basis a suspoct. I take it the second note is his address of that time. The diagonal
through his name is an indexing indication. The left=hand of the notes at the bottonm is
a reference to an sarlier record I do not have, the cne befors this or 20 before that.
Next it means they wrote Baltimore and phoned the resident agent after receiving this
teletype in Washington, from Baltimore. Silver Spring ie under Baltimore, not Washington.
1 do not know if it is the Silver Spring resident agent or one in Yeorgia. It could mean
after a WFO agent weat %o NBC, Baltimore knew Washington had a f£1le on *ohnston.

In Georgla it aprears that no questions about Johnston's beliefs were asked or Zaltimore
did not include the answers., I have no idea what his bdlief are or interest in them. That
I disagree with the White Citigens' Councils does not lead me to approve domastic intelli-
gence operations against thelr members or perhaps those who received their meilings, Have
ing read some of the fabrications on me I know how wrong those files can be. If one was
disliked they were vicious, malevolent and unanswerable. I was on the WCC mailing list
for a while, as could be true of Johnston. But if he was a close buddy of Ned Touchsicne
the principle is the same to me. ;

By the way, if you did eny checking on Charlie Stein's stories either as leaked by
the New Urleans Field Office or as picked up from the Lomax series I'd be interested in
any of your recollsctions.

Best wishes,

“arold Weisberg
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JCURKIN

RE BA TEL APRIL NINE LAST AND ATLANTA 7El

UHNSTONN

S

APRIL NIME LAST CCMCERWING EDGAR FRENLLIN
e Ol i

- -

POTENTIAL BONMBING SUSPECT\ EMrLOYED AS £NGIMEER NATIONAL

60
BADALCASTING COYBANTN FO0Ux ZF0 ZERO ONE NESRASKA AV ENUEN ‘Iﬂwf*{

Ne¥ie\ WASHINGTONN LaC.
RALPH HAMILLN TECHNICAL SUFERVISCHN ABOVE COUPANYN
ADVISED APRIL MINE LAST JOHNSTON WORAED NINE Aeie TO
SIZ P.M.\ WARGH TYENTY NINE LAST AND FisO¥% ¥ARCH THIRTY
LAST THROUGH APRIL FOUR LAST WAS JACATIONING ¥17H
PELATIVES IN GEORGIA. |

AND ¥nS. FrANKLINN EOMEN GEORGIAN

¥ile

CHARLES P.

JOHNETOM, S PARENTSN STATE AE AERHIVED NINE THIRTY A.M.

MARCH THIRTY LAST AND DEPARTED UMRECALLED AIKLINE FDR HOME

TEN THIRTY A.M.\ APKIL THREE LAST.

¥FO SEE YCUk FILE HE JOHNSTON. AT PLACE
OF EX°LOYMENT DETERXIME WHEXEABOUTS PERTINENT FPERIOD

INSTANT WATTEK. ;4
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