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DATIL August 21, 	. 

1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Rosen - 
I - 	Malley 
1 - Mr, McGowan 
1 - biro  Long 

This is the case involving the murder of Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 

With reference to the dissemination to the Department 
of investigative reports in this case, such reports fall into two 
categories: a) reports containing information of evidentiary value 
pertinent to the prosecution of the Federal violation involved; and 
h) reports containing the results of the extensive fugitive investigation 
conducted to locate and apprehend the subject, James Earl Ray. 

All reports pertinent to the prosecution of the Federal 
violation involved, and in which the Department has a legitimate 
interest, have been disseminated promptly to the Department and 

— there has been absolutely no delay in doing so. 

	• 

.1.1•■■■ 
Carnal 	 
aN 	  

1161111•ft 
Twat 
Treeta 	 
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Malmo' 
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The remaining reports contain the results of our extensive 
fugitive investigation to locate and apprehend Ray. Copies of these 
reports were not disseminated to the Department since they relate 
solely to the fugitive aspects of the case, and contain no evidentiary 
material or information of value to the Department in the discharge 
of its prosecutive function relative to the Federal charge involved. 

There are twenty such reports involving approximately 
2,000 pages, They contain background data and results of extensive 
interviews and/or other investigation conducted to locate Ray. Although 
they do not relate to the prosecution aspect of the case, they will none 
the lass be furnished to the Department in accordance with Mr., Pollak's 
specific request, 	 V* 	REC-2f1  

In this connection, by letter dated July 12, 1! 
7 at its Bureau hay 15, MS, Assistant Attorney General 

Vinson, Jr. et the Crinanal Division requested we revievt.the-recor 
-4-- -anew Maslow' State Penitentiary pertaining to Ray, and summarise 
•ei;”" Deference. to Ray's family background; education; physical, 

• . sag psychiatric ecuninatione and disciplinary proceedings. (R 
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• fly carne to our attention before Vinson's memorandum was written that British prison authorities had asked Vinson for information of this typo in connection with their responsibility to maintain Ray's custody and the extradition proceedings.) 

We had, of course, reviewed such records in the initial phase of the fugitive aspect of the investigation, and the results had been set forth in the fugitive reports dated May 15, 1969, and June 14, 1289, submitted by our Kansas City Office, Copies of these reports, which contained in full the information requested by Vinson in his letter, were furnished to him on July 19, 1968. Since the Attorney General had requested that information relating to the case be furnished to both Vinson and Assistant Attorney General Stephen J. Pollak of 
the Civil Rights Division, copies of the pertinent reports were also • furnished to Pollak. 

It should be noted Vinson did not furnish Pollak a copy cd his (Vinson's) July 12, 1969, letter to the Bureau and consequently flak is apparently completely unaware the pertinent Kansas City ports were furnished to him and Vinson in answer to Vinson's specific request. This is another typical example in the Department ed the left- hand not knowing what the right hand is doing and explains • why Pollak has gone off half cocked in erroneously accusing us of delay in disseminating the reports in question. 

As a further example of this lack of coordination between Pollak and Vinson as relates to this case, it is noted that after Ray was turned over to state authorities in Tennessee we inquired of Vinson by letter whether the Federal process against Ray should be dismissed 
since the extradition order did not cite the Federal Civil Rights charges and It was our understanding that Ray could not, therefore, be prosecuted ow Faders' charges. A copy of. bur letter was furnished to Pollak. 

Vinson in reply advised us that he felt the Federal process ito4a1d64,..be dismissed; however, Pollak, apparently unaware of Vinson' 
subsequently advised us advised 	he felt the proceis should not ' I ismissed pending disposition of the state murder charges against - Rey, ft was necessary for us by memorandum to point out the '--■.••-- 	• • dlatrnancy In the two views and request clarification in the matter, 
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Roeen to DeLoach 
MURKIN 

ACTION: 

Attached for approval is an appropriate letter to Pollak 
straightening him out in line with the above, * 
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August 22, 968 

111 hrffi L Mr. Kelly 

SEE NOTE PAGE 

- 	TN, t.,14,0ounat) 	 ot, 
—4" r: 	'Nr."-4-' 	• r 	%;:r- 	 Ph.,, 

IN 	5 

par. Stephen J. Pollak 
Assistant Attorney General 

/1/-0.-- "Director, FBI 
REC-21/ 	 ( /- 5i11 

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER tario, JR. 

ieJkV4 	Reference is made to your letter dated August 16, 1968, requesting that copies of all investigative reports and results of interviews prepared in this case be furnished you and referring to alleged delay on the part of this Bureau in furnishing the Department copies of reports dated May 16, 1968, and June 14, 1968, prepared by our KAnsas City Office. 

For your information, Investigative reports prepared in this case fall into two categories: 1) those containing information el evidentiary value pertinent to the prosecution of the Federal violation involved; and 1) those containing the results of the extensive vs investigation conducted to locate and apprehend the subject, • Earl Ray. 

All investigative reports pertinent to the prosecution of the Federal violation involved have been furnished to the Department promptly and on a timely basis. 

TM remaining reports prepared in this case pertain solely to the allusive fugitive investigation conducted to locate the subject &Bah reports are not normally furnished to the Department since they contain only information relative to the fugitive aspect of the case and de sot contain information of evidentiary Tebbe or of pertinence to the • 
prooseutioa of the Federal violation involved. 

The reports prepared by our Kansas City Office and (ads. 	to is your letter big into this category. An additional twenty sob reports have been preParea by- oar ,vartous field divisions, and to accordance with your specific request, copies at all these reports 	 will be furnished under separate cover to the Attorney General, to , 
	 yea and to the Assistant Atb3ruei 9eneral In charge of the Criminal 

eldm 	 

:17-1.41C.-1ra  

real th 

19ii 
rus. soca/ CD retxr YPI LIMIT CD 

• " 

■•, 

vt/ 

: 



'''!=t: 	
. '" , i — s • 	' 	" 	' 

. ,ef J., :t-'4..̀. 	"--, 	. -, 	. i .. 	• .t .'r. ,, .,^.. ■" ...P-1. '.1 ,:- It.  ." 	.4,, 	.., 	.- 
,: '40.',41 ''',!i3..-r...:.:4,1. • s 	''°:., "4ii1C'e..17Ps`r 7a.  • :".--3-,F 7... ''..'.77 7". - . 	I 	•• 	

r 

	

1- t • ' 

4 .• 	
h :17-- .. 	::-P, 2., 	, .4  

.-- ."....*. 

. 	).. 

6. 	• 	- ',.i'. 	 4 

• . • .r. ...i.r":. • „,.,.. 	... - 4. 	, • 	. 	 .15. 	 . 	e • 	' • • 	' .V'eitk.  I  

	

4 :4-1* .- 	1.66. 	
• - -..:-,.r, • 1 '• 	. 	"-: ', * 

	

--111.1011.* 	;i 
04V.  ,,,7 .:  

	

,it,.- 	. 	 .. ...1....-, 	..;:r, 	.:-..-- Stephen I. Pollak 

	

r .„ 	 , — 1 
.00111144 	 • Ìr • 	 -■ 
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kir for your information, Assistant Attorney General Fred 11.  Moon, jr., by letter dated July 12, 1968, which was received in this Bureau July 11, 1968, requested that the records of the Missouri State Penitentiary be reviewed pertaining to Ray and references to Ray's family background; education; physical, medical and psychiatric 	. rtl examinations and disciplinary proceedings be summarised. Such records had previously been reviewed in the initial plus. of the fugitive 	.1,1 
iv, 1 upect of this investigation, and the result* at the review had been set forth in the pertinent reports prepared by our Kansas City Office and referred to in pour letter. Since they contained the desired information requested by Assistant Attorney General Vinson, Copies of these reports were furnished to M. Vinson on July 19, 1968, with I copy for you, even though they did not appear to contain information relevant bp the prosecutive aspects of this case, but rather to the fugitive investigation. 

We will continue to furnish to the Department, on r. timely basis, copies of investigative reports and the results of Interviews prepared in this case. 

NOTE  : 	See memo Rosen to DeLoach, dated 6/21/68, captioned, 
"MURKIN," JGX:cs, 
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GENERAL DIVESTILIATIVIR DIVISION 

- 

This is the ease involving the murder of Martin 
Luther King, Jr. 

Attached Is a request from Department to obtain 
results of all investigation conducted by us, We have 

!tarnished Department results of all investigation 
pertinent to the prosecution of the case. 

Department by letter of 7-12-88, requested Ray's 

reports of 5-15-88, and 8-14-68, containing requested 
beckg,rtoound data, mretlialives and associates. Kansas City 

information furnished to the Department. There has 
been absolutely no delay in furnishing pertinent informa- 

1 	Additional pertinent highlights of fugitive invest:i- 
t gallon were furnis4d the Department by memorandum 
' although detailed relporta were not furnished as they 

were not pertinent to prosecution of the case. 
The reports co taining efforts to locate Ray will be 

furnished to the Dep.rtment in accordance with their 

request. 	 _ 	114 
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tephen J. Pollak 
Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Rights Division 

stmscr:James Earl Ray - Subject; 
• Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. - Victim 

• CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY 

r:  • 	• :lc 	• 	.. 

This Division is • making an analysis of the fade' • 
in this case. To assure that nq facts are overlooked, 
it is imOortant that we have in our possession copies 
of all imports and interviews which your Bureau has 
conducted. :In this connection, I note that on July 17, 
1968, the Civil Rights Division and the Criminal Division 
received certain reports in connection with this matter 
transmitted by your Bureau on July 16, 1968. Two of 
reports w 	dated JUIle 14, 1968 rrom your  Kansas C t 
-office,, that third was dated May 15,_92584.  

f"." --7------7 
vfn order to insure that the Division file contains 

copies of all reports and interviews which your Bureau s  
ham conducted, I attach herewith the following  lists of 
materials which we have received from your Bureau to date ' in ipterence to this. matter: .  
• 

xy 	411,4.;  Attachment At Reports of Special Agents 
14Allikw%vis,.7.) Attachment Bs Other Reports and Enclosures 

Attachment C: Memoranda to the Attorney General 
 Attachment_Dt Memoranda to the Assistant „....144.411t,;;"7"e,"1."--- 	 Attorney General, Civil Rights 

Division 

EV 00 REC- 	3 CIV 5  1  Y.  
IC rDtvlSiem, to the Assistant Attorney General in charge 

of the Criminal Division and to the Attorney General 
c ifs of any reporlivq, interviews which you have in 

rpoases ion andriblkhtaro,mo,ttnoted on the attache 

r• 

Y,  

• 

Attachment IS: Letterhead Memor da 

;2  Please review esw'lists &Al t ansmit to this 
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Please continue to furnieh copies of all reporjs  and interviews which your Bureau conducts as Boom SL-. they are received by your headquarters. I would request that delays such as that noted in the first paragraph 
• Vdr.e 	Or this memorandum be avoided if at all possible. 
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. 	A." 
4/17/6a 44-1740 

4 

4/11/61 
II, 

44-1574. 
44 	• 

t.• 4/18/61 44-23811 

4/29/61 • 157-10673 	14-4 . 
4/30/61 	44-1982 	- ): 

• •••-$ 
5/2/61 	157-9586 

5/13/61 	44-854 

6/10/68 	44-1987 

I k' •41, 	,tA 	-itc.Acr 	Am. 

- Piros■cutivt Summary Report 

• . _ 

Reports of Special Agents. 

Oitioa 

Birmingham, Ala. 

Los Angeles, 
r
. Calif.  

4 Atlanta, Gai• , vo 
. 	 , 

New Orleans, La. 

Nemphie s  Tenn. -  

Jackson, Kiss. 

Newark, N.J. 

Memphis, Tenn. • • 
Kansas City, I. 

Kansas City, MO. 
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Date of ' 
Transmittal 
Memorandum. 

6/13/68 

7/8/68 

7/8/66 

' 
A. 

7/16/66 

7/26/68 • 
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ATTACHMENT B 	,-.. .'' 
	I. • • ,. .; .4, 	.. 	, A , , !IV ■ 

Other Reports and Enclosures  
• 1. 

Description of 
Report and Enclosures  

l. Memorandum dated 4/8/68 - 5/6/68 
at Buffalo, N.Y.; Field Office rile 
No. 44-374; Captions James Earl 
Ray, aka Paul Bridgeman, Paul . 
Bridgman, Paul Edward Bridgeman, 
Paul B. Bridgeman, Ramon George 
Sneyd; Toronto, Onlario, Canada. 

2. Correspondence forwarded by 'Ebony' magazine; re ort of interview with 
Rnits")* cilt7xs 

—3. Report of the Royal Canadian Mounted Polio. dated 6/14/68 .at Montreal; 
Captions Dr. martin Luther Ring - Murder of.(Assistance to. FBI.) 

4o Identification Record of James Earl 
Ray; copy of telegram frost the 
American.Embassy, London, to the 
Department of State, dated 7/3/68. ' 

So  Copies of correspondence of subject while in H. M. Prison in London; 
copies of reports of prison officials. ' 	et' 
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Nay 29, 196$. 

June 20, 1968 

June 21, 1968• 

July 1, 1968 

July 19, 1969 

July 22, 1948. 

July 23, 1968 
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• F. • Memoranda to the Attorney General on the following 	01 	
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- 	4. May 23, 1968 
vitt 	

May 27, 1966 
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.;00. 1. April 20, 1968 

nay 2, 1968 . 

may 9, 1968 
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Memoranda to Assistant Attorney General, Civil Ri9h Division, on the following datesi • 
• I 

100-"t qo .110 	..1. Juno 10, 1960 
• 

Jun. 13, 1968 

June 14, 196111 
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