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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF 1t.riiESTICAT1ON 

Copy to, 

Itwmol, SA JOE C. HESTER 
Dow 	J11:-. 10, 1068 

Field Office File 1: 	ME 44-1037 

Tale 	JAMES EARL RAY; 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - 

Offics: Mumphis 

Bureau File o: 44-33861  

Character: CIVIL mars - CONSPIPACY; 
UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO AVOID CONFINEMENT - RODDEEY 

xviwcax 
PROSECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

I. NARRATIVE OF OFFENSE  

At about 6:00 p.m. on April 4, 100, while stnnding 
on the second floor L..lcony outside Room 30G of the Lorraine 
Motel, 40G Mulberry Street, Memphis, Tennessee, Dr. MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR., was struck in the right side of the face 
by a single bullet believed to have been fired from a 
30-06 rifle. While no witnesses actually observed the 
killer fire the shot that killed Dr. KING, it is believed 
that this shot came from the bathroom window of a rooming 
howle 1 .crated at 4221 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee. 
(See Crime Scene &ketch, page 4.) It 13 a distance of 207 
feet from the bathroom to the spot where Dr. KING fell. 
Persons inside the rooming house report hearing a shot, 
and one of the rooming house tenants feels certain this shot 
was fired from the b"hroom of the rooming house. Persons 
in the rooming house then report seeing a white male run 
down the hall of the rooming house in the direction of the 
South Main Street entrance. They report that he Was carrying 
a long package wrapped in either cloth or newspaper. 

Persons in a store at 424 South Main Street 
report that minutes after Dr. KING was shot, a white mnle 
running south on South Main Street dropped a bundle on the 
sidewalk in front of 424 South Main Street as he ran past . 
that store. While no one observed this man enter an 
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automobile, they reported seeing almost Immediately a white Mustang leaving the area at th high rate of speed, going north on South Main Street. 

No one in the rooming house has been able,to positively identify the individual who fired the shot and fled from the rooming house; however, evidence indicates that the person firing the shot was a man who had that same day nt about 3:00 to 3:30 p.m. rented Room 5-B in the name JOHN WILLARD. 

Among those articles found abandoned in front of 424 f:outh Main Street was a 30-06 rifle with a telescopic sight, which was determined to have been purchased 'arch 29-30, 1968, at Aeromariee Supply Company, Birmingham, Alabama, by a man claiming to be HARVEY LOW2YER, 1907 South 11th Street, Birmingham, Alabama. • Subsequent investigation disclosed that there was no such person as LOWMYER at that address. Also found abandoned with the rifle were undershorts, a T-shirt, binoculars, a newspaper, an after-shave lotion bottle, two unopened beer cans, a six-transistor radio, and a brown and green bedspread in which this bundle was wrapped. 

A canvass of motels in the memphis area for persons driving a white Mustang disclosed that on 
April' 3, 1968, one ERIC S. GALT, 2608 highland Avenue, Birmingham, Alabama, had registered at tho Rebel Motor Hotel, Memphis, Tennessee, and had left prior to 1:00 p.m. on April 4, 1068. GALT was driving a white Mustang with an Alabama licease. Investt:;ation to further 
identify GALT disclosed that he had not resided at that address since about October 7.967 and hit. whereabouts was unknown. 

Latent fingerprints found on the rifle and other articles abandoned in front of 424 South Main Street were subsequently found to be identical with those of JAMEf; EARL RAY, FBI Ho. 405942G, who had escaped on April 2.7., 1067, from the lissouri State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri, ythcre he was serving a 20-year sentence for Armed Robbery. By means of photographic identification 'and by handwriting comparison, it was determined that JAMES EARL RAY was identical with the man who had used the name ERIC E.-GALT. The white Mustang belonging to GALT was abandoned at Atlanta, Georgia, on the morning 
of April 5, 1099. 
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JA:JE3 EARL RAY wn5 arrested June 8, 10G3, at 
London, EnKland, by officers of New Scotland yard, nt 
which time he was found to be in possession of a 
Canntlian passport in the naive of AARON GEORGE SWAT). 

3 
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II. NAMES OF DEFENDANTS 

.11.!!M EARL RAY 

III. DATE AND PLACEN  OF CRIME 

April 4, 1008, at Memphis, Tennessee 

IV. STATOTh Or LIMITATIONS 

There will be no bar to prosecution ns process 
ho.3 been outstanding since April 17, 1968, for the Civil 
Rights violation and on May 7, 1900, RAY WEIS indicted by 
a Shelby County, Tennessee, Grand Jury for First Degree 
Murder. 

V. OTHER DATA  'HELPFUL TO UNITED STATES ATTORNEY  

In addition to procet.s outstanding for this 
of 	it 	noted that on July 20, 1907, a complaint 
wan filed before United States Commissioner V. C. SDELEY, 
Jefferson City, Missouri, charging JAMES EARL niar with 
Unlawful Flight to Avoid Confinement In violation of 
Title 18, U. S. Code, Section 1073. A warrant was issued 
that same date. This complaint was in connection with 
PAY's escape from the Missouri State Penitentiary on 
April. 23, 1007. 

V . PflL7 . I. "I! A EY PP i;CUT E ['Ale N.  

On April 17, 1968, a complaint was filed by 
.'AC JOSEPH R. GAMTILE before United States Comassioner 
MILDRED F. spunuE, nirminghnm, Alnb:ma, chnrging that 
ERIC STAPVU GALT in violation of Title 18, U. S. Code, 
L;k:ction 241, did conspire to injure, oppress, threaten, 
or intimidate MARTIN LUTHER. KitrG, JP., in the free 
exercl:c and enjoyment of his rights s'"eured by the 
Constitution of the United Stales, namely the right to 
freely travel from state to state. A warrant was 
issued April 17, 19G8, and bovd was reeommend-d in the 
amount of $50,000. 

On May 7, 1908, a Shelby County, Tennessee, 
Grand Jury at Memphis, Tennessee, returned an indictment 
charging that JAMES EARL RAY did unlay.fully, feloniously,' 
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willfully, deliberately, premeditatedly, and of his malice 
aforethoT:ht, Lill and murder MARTIN LUTHER KIWG, Jr/. 
A eapiL... for his arrest wns isuued May 7, 1008. 

JAME1 EARL RAY was arrested Juno Ii, 10GB, at 
London, England, by officers of Now Scotland Yard,.and 
in presently in their custody on locnl charges. He was 
arrested in possession of a Canadian passport In the name 
of RAL'JN GEORGE SNEYD. flu was armed at the time of hip 
arrest. 

VII. 14LIES AND ADDRESSES OF WITNESSES AND 
THVY CAN TESTIFY TO  

A. The followInq persons aro tenants of the rooming 
house at 4222 South Main Street, Memphis, Tcnneosec, 
from where it is believed the fatal shot was fired. 
These witnesses can testify as follswn: 

• 3.. Mrs. BESSIE BREWER 
422k South Main Street 
Memphis, Tennensee 

Datvoen 3:00 p.m. and 3:20 p.m. on April 1, 1908, 
the rented Room 5-B at 4221 South Main Street for a period 
of one week to a white male using the name JOUN WILLARD. 
She did not require that i.e Sign a register, and she did 
not see him again after routing the room. She is unable 
to identify RAY from photographs. At about G:00 p.m. on 
April 4, loGa, she heard'what she thought to be a gunshot 
coming irom the rear of the rooming houe; however, shn 
did not nee or hear anyone running from the rooming house. 

2. Mr. WILLIAM CHARLES ANSCIIUTZ 
12'4.  South Main Street 
Momphis, Tennessee 

Yr. ARECITUTZ resides in Room 4-I) of this rooming 
house, where on the afternoon of April 4, 1061, he heard 
what he believed was a gunshot. Immediately after hearing 
the gunshot, he oh :noel his door onto the hallway and flaw 
a white tuilo running down the hall toward the south Main 
Street, cutrance and holding his hand and arm over his face 
in such a way as to prevent ANSCHUTZ's getting a good look 
at him. ANSCIIUTZ colimmeted to this running man that he 
thought lie hnd heard a shot. This man answered, "Yeah, 	. 
it was a shot." ANSCHUTZ observed that this man was 

• 
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carrying a long package which appeared to bo wrapped in 
blanket. He can testify that the gunshot which he 

heard wan fired nrnrby but ho is unuble to say from 
c: wetly where. He in unable to identify photogrnphs of 
JAHES EARL RAY n: being the running man. 

'3. V:. conixs QUITVAN STEPHENS 
4222 South Vain Street 
Memphis, Tennessee 

Mr. smnrms occupies Apartment C- 3, consisting 
of two rooms, our of which bann common wall with the 
bnthroom that Jr, locr.ted at the rear of the roominq boume. 
Sometime between 5:00 p.m. and G:00 p.m. on April 4, 10t33, 
STEVHEVS heard a gunshot which ho believes was fired from 
the bntnroon. At the Ume ho hoard the shot, STEPHENS 
was in the room of his apartment which has the common wall 
with the bathroom. When STEPIWNS opened his door from 
his apartment into the hallway, he observed a man running 
along the hallway toward the South Main Street entrance. 
T;lis man was carrying a bundle describcd by STEPIWNS as 
being three or tour feet long and as being wrapped in 
nomothing, possibly n newspaper. STEPIIENS had earlier 
oLservod the new tenp;IL in Room 5-B but had attar only the 
left nide el-  his face. STEPHENS now stntcs thit the 
profile photograph of JAMES EARL RAY made in 19GO, appearing 
on FBI Wanted Flyer 442-A, "looks like" the man who rented 
Room 5-D on April 4, 1968. 

STEPHENS recalls that on the afternoon of. April 4, 
300U, he henrd the occupant of Room 5-23 on several 
ocennions vir.:It the bathroom at the end of the hall. lie 
recalls that each time this person remained in the bathroom 
fora considerable period of time and that his individual 
had !seen in the bathroom nomn 20 to 30 minutes prior to the 
Lime STEM= heard the gunshot. 

4. Mn;. GRACE !!AYES STEPHENS 
422k ,otith Main Street 
gomphis, Tennessee 

Mrs. STEPHENS was ill on April 4, 1908, anti spent 
the day in lied in Apnrtment 6-13 at this address. At about 
0:00 p.m. on Ai cil 4, 1068, she hoard a noise that sounded 
• like a firecracker, and oho, then heard fuotstepn as someone 

10 
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3. Rev 	?MUM D 

4. Me. MCC 

44-19U7. 

left the bathroom and moved rapidly along the hallway 
toward the South Main Street entrance. She did not leave 
hia• room after he:1ring this loud noine and was not in a 
position to obsirve anyone in the hallway. 

B. Tho 	 individuals were standing 
ne:a• Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., at the tima 
he was struck by the fatal bullet. Dr. KING 
was standing on tiro balcony outside Room 306 
of the Lorraine Motel and was talking to a 
number of perG0nn standing in the motel parking 
lut Jura beneath the baleony. These persons 
oLs,:ved Pr. KINfl at Mc! inst:int ive was struGL: 
or''coo-in later, but none of them observed • 
the killer or arc in a position to say emsetly 
whore the shot was fired from: 

1, 	. rAr 	teCULLOUGU 

5. " 	 ) " • 	IJ;1; 

t inn 	s 	g•.sl 
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C. Tho following three individuals were ineide Cnnipe 
Amunement Comp.kne, a store locnted at 424 ;bath 
Main Street, Memphis, Tenneeove, in front of which 
was Grooved n lnrgu "bundle which was Gebseqeently 
determined to be n rifle, binoeulnrs, a tvaaelstor 
radio, and UUWOVOU5 other iteme, all of which were 
partially wrapped in a brown and green bedspread. 
These witnesses can tentify no follows: 

1.  41114 IPE, JR. 

Memphis, Teneensee 

Mr. CANIPE is the owner of Canipe AmesemeHt Company 
located at 424 south Main Street. On the late afternoon ol 
April 4, 1968, at about 6:00 p.m., he heard a "thud" near 
the front door of his store and looking up he saw a white 
male walking pnGt his store going south •; South Main Street. 
Mr. CANIPE walked to his front door, observed n bundle 
lying in front of the door, looked to see what had 
happened to the man who had dropped the bundle, and at 
almost that same moment observed a small white (.1r 
away from the curb on the east side of South Main Street 
nt a point Just south of Canipe's store. He was unable to 
furnish the make of the small white ear which he observed. 
lurning his attention to the bundle loft in front of his 
stord, he observed that this consisted of a rifle in a 
long cardboard box, a suitcase, and a green cloth which 
he thought might he a curtain.. This bundle was not touched 
1,5, him and was subsequently removed by a police officer. 
rr. chnipr got only a fleeting glimpee of the man he had 
seen talking pnst his ntorn. 

2. FINLEY 

Memphis, Tennessee 

M. FINLEY arrived at Canipe A -musoment Conpany, 
424 South Main Street, Memphis, Tenneesce, nt abont 
p.m., April 4, 1065, in the compnny of 0 friend, Mr. 
MAUS GRAHAM. At about 6:00 p.n., FiNLEy heard a noise 
like a gunshot, and a minute or two later heard a second 
noise near the front door of Canlpe's store. FINLEY, 
GRAHAM, and CAU1PE all went to the front door of the 
store, where they observed a bundle lying iimedintely in 
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front of the door. Mr. FINLEY observed at this time a 
white male walking rapidly nlong tbo sidewalk in a 
southerly direction on South Mnin rtreet. Mr. FINLEY 
then heard the squeal of automobile tires and observed 
a white Mu:;tang going north on Main Street. No did not 
at first asset-Ante the man he had seen on foot with the 
man he subsegnently saw in the Mustnng, but after 

'considering what happened, he decided they were probably 
the same person. lie can testify that the bundle dropped 
• in front of Canipe's store consisted of a rifle with n 
telescopie Night, n suitcase, and n cloth folded ever 
:,nth 

3. t 	1'• 'RAHAGI 

Memphis, Tennessee 

Mr. crAmm, together with a friend, Mr. nEnuELL 
FINLEY, arrived at Canipc Amusement Company, 424 South 
Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee, at about 5:30 p.m. on 
April 4, 1903. When he arrived at 424 South Maio Strect, 
GRAHAM observed that a white Mustang wan parked at the 
curb just south of Canipe Amusement Company. While 

Canipe Amusement Company, GRAILAM heard no unusual 
noise except the sound of a package being dropped on the 
sidewalk in front of Canipe's store. Prior to hearing 

this noise, ho observed a man running along the sidewalh 
going south on South Main Street, and he observed him 
drop this bundle in front of Canipe's store. Ho subsequently 
Seprd the squeal of automobile tires and observed a white 
Mustang speeding north on South Main Street. GRARAM can 
testify that the bundle droened in front of Cnnipe's store 
consisted in part of a gun barrel in a larre cardboard 
box which uns wrapped with a green cloth. 

D. Physical evidence found in front of 
424 South Main Street 

.(The FIX Laboratory and the FBI Identification 
Division, both at Washington, D. C., will pr.'vide m:pert 
testimony regarding the exAminntion of phyal evldclace 
as sot forth below and as set forth elsewhere in this 

report.) 

13 
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1. Inspector N. F.', ZACHARY 
Memphis Police Department 
Memphis, TelllICIAJOC 

Inspector ZACHARY can testify that he took 
puf;Gession of the bundle found on the sidewalk in front 
of Cnnipo Amusement Company and that the following items 
were nnong the item, recovered: 

n. A Remington Game Master rifle, 
Model 760, Serial No. 401476, on 
'which wan mounted n 
telefwopie sight, Sorinl No. A17350; 

- h. Binoculars, manufactured by Bushnell, 
Scrini No. ix 400664; 

c. First section of the April 4, 1008, 
issue of the "Commercial Appeal," a 
daily newspaper published at Memphis, 
Tonnossee; 

U. Plastic bottle of Mennen Afta 
shaving lotion; 

c. An unopened can of Schlitz beer; 

X. A six-transistor portable radio with 
the number 00416 scratched on the side 
of the radio; 

r' One pair of undershorts and one T-shirt; 

h. A green and brown be&apread. 

2. fhe Latent Fingerprint Section of the 'Tr 
ItIvnLiftcaLiou nivislon advised that one latent fingerprint 
on 01:; rifle, one intent fingerprint on the telescopic 
ni!Olt, one Intent finvrprint on the binoculors, one latent 
f3Lverprint on the newnpaper, one Intent fingerprint on the 
piavt1c brAtle of Aftn, and one latent finfferprint on the 
Orlfilitz beer can Wive i3eon identified With the lingorprints 
of JAMES XARL RAY, FBI No. 405.942G. 

14 
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3. Thu number 00416 scratched into the side of the portable radio is the inmate number . *fp qsoner State Penitentiary for JAMS EARL RAY. 4:,?4%': 	 Manager, Inmate Canteen, Missouri State Penitentiary, Jc ferson City, Missouri, can testify that when an inmate at the Missouri State Penitentiary purchases a radio, his inmate ntee.ber in etched into the radio aud that the prison treasurer is notified of the inmate's purchase. 

4. Mr. M. J. STEWART, Treasurer, Missouri State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri, can testify that JAMES EARL RAY'n Missouri State Penitentinry Inmate Unwlier was 00416, and he can koduce a ledger reflecting taint on April 21, 1967, JAMES EAHL PAY purchased a radio for $9.75, 

5. The MI Laboratory e;camivation revealed that the undershorts and T-shirt each bears a laundry tag on which appears the printed characters "0213-6," Only a portion of the first character is present on each :Ag. mc fiws YE PA),PAI 

IIIIIIIIIIIII aCki An3cles, California, operated the Reo Service Launt.fty and Dry Cleaning rmmpany, 5280 Hollywood Boulevard, L. Angeles, California, from about January 1G, 1068, to March 23, 1968, and during this period he had a regular customer named ERIC GALT who came in each Saturday afternoon with n bundle of laundry, which us nnisted _ ) of undershorts, T-shirts, and dress shirts. 	 :as VEAVAN#  'shown the T-shirt and undershorts found in front ni 424 Si-Juth Mao Street, Memphis, and he identified the laundry markings on thf3m as 'ming similar to the marl: used at his laundry. 

15 
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Mr. 1.01)aS PviEktrt,1 
, 

Lon Angeles, Ca 1 oruia, nu; u lis posse:;: lon itoo :orvice 
Laundry and Dry Cleaning laundry lint number 301-,5 
Thermo Seal sticher 02B-G with the name E. GALT. 

8. Samples of the Thermo Seal marking machine 
Model It1l-SK1, Serial Number :31454, in possession of the 
Home Service Laundry and Dry Cleaning Company, 5280 
Hollywood Boulevard, Los Angeles, California, using the 
numbers and letters 02B-6 on rod.  colored tape were 
forwarded to the FP1 Laboratory. The FBI Laboratory 
dvi:xd that the specimens from this machine are similar 
in color, consixuction, and composition to the laundry 
tapes appearing on the T-shirt and undershorts recovered 
at Memphis. The tapes submitted by Los Angeles are of 
varying lengths; however, no significant differences were 
noted between the T-shirt and undershorts laundry topes 
when compared with some of the specimens submitted by 
Los Angeles, indicating that they may have originated from 

.ame machine. 

9. Mr. RALPH MEUDITh CARPENTER, 
Memphis, Tennessee, a salesman at or.L 11'14,  

.tnip;tn), 162 South main Street, Memphis, Tennessee, can 
testify that at about 4:00 p.m. on the afternoon of 
April 4, 10G3, bo sold a pair of Bushnell binoculars 
to at individual whom ho later identified from photographs 
as being identical with JAMES EARL RAY. He sold these 
binoculars for $39.95 and wrote on the side of the cardboard 
box in vhich the binoculars came the prico $39.95 and the 
al.ouut of the tax, which war, *1.50, and added the two 
figures for a total of $41.65. lie stated the store does 
not record the serial number of these binoculars but that 
he could identify the binoculars from his writing on the 
box. It is noted that found with the binocular:: won 
cardboard box in which the binoculars had been originally 
shipped oild on which appeared the figures as descrihed by 
Mr. CARPENTER, Also found with the binoculars were a 
sales clip and a paper bag, on the side of which vas 
printed York Arms Company. 

10 
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E. 	Investif;ation disclosed thrt one ERIC S. GALT, 
2008 Highland Avenue, Birmingham, Alabama, registered at 
the Rebel Motor Motel, Memphis, Tennessr, on Apri1.3, 1058, 
and departrd April 4, 1958. He was driving a Mustang bearing 
an Alabama License. Subsequent investigation to identify 
GALT disclosed that he had not resided at 2508 Highland Avenue, 
Birmingham, since October 1057. Witnesses at the Rebel Motor 
Hotel can testify as follows: 

1. 1.:r o. HEERIETTA HAGEMASTER 
Desk Clerk, Rebel Llotor Motel 
:145G Lamar Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee 

Ers. EAGEMASTER was on duty Apzil 3, 11103, from 
3:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m. At 7:15 p.m. on April 3, 1058, 
she registered ERIC S. GALT into Room 34. Ho indicated on 
his registration card that he was driving a Mustang automobile 
with Alabama License 1-38093. Mrs. HAGEMASTER is unable to 
identify photot:raphs of JAMES EARL RAY as being identical with 
ERIC GALT. 

2. Miss 	CHRISTI= KELLY 
Manager, Rebel Motor Hotel 
3165 7.-,mar Avenue, Memphis 5.%.11n,-2:1seo 

Misc KELLY advised that the renores of that motel 
indicate ERIC S. GALT must have checked out of Room 34 sometime 
prior to 1:00 p.m., April 4, 1958, otherwise the records 
would indicate he was charged with two days lodging instead 
of one dny, Miss EELLY is unable to identify photographs 
of JA77ES EARL RAY as being identical with ERIC S. GALT. 

The FIJI Laboratory concluded that the signature 
of ERIC S. GALT appearing on the Rebel Motor Hotel registration, 
card was prepared by the same individual who pre!lared other 
specimens submitted under the name ERIC S. GALT. The FRI 
Laboratory has also concluded that the handwriting specimen:; 
submitted under the name ERIC S. GALT are identical with 
the handwriting and printed material known to he the 
handwriting of jAMM EARL RAY. 

-17- 
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F. 	Investigation determined that ERIC S. GALT resided 
at the Economy Rooming house, Birmingham, Alabama, from 
Aucust 2G, n07, through October 7, 1967. 

1. roar. cuntrlis, 
Owner, Economy l'oolling IMIne 
2008 Highland Avenue, 

Birmingham, Alabama 

Er. CIIERPES can testify to the fact that ERIC S. 
GALT resided at the Economy Rooming House from August 2G, 

t!wough approximately October 7, 1907. CIUMPES can 
tectify to the iac t that '"he photograph of JAnES EARL RAY 
tal:en at the graduation of the bartenders school in 
Los Angeles, California, on LIarch 2, 19G8, reflecting 
RAM's eyes open was the .best likeness of the man known 
to him as ERIC S. GALT. 

2. HERBERT KELLY 
2003 Highland Avenue 
Birmingham!, Alabama 

Mr. ULU, who is employed an a cook at the Economy 
Rooming 'Douse, can testifl that an individual occupying 
Room 14 of the Economy Rooming House under the onmo of 
ERIC GALT resided at that rooming house from approximately 
the latter part of August 1907 to early October 1007. 
KELLY can testify that the photograph of JAMES EARL RAY 
taken at the graduation of the bartenders school on 
!Larch 2, 1903, in Los Angeleo, California, showing the 
eyes in an open position was definitoly identical with 
the individual known to him ;t URIC S. GALT Tao resided 
at the Economy Rooming House in Birmingham in 1907. 

G. 	Purchase of 1900 Mir.ltng by ERIC S. GALT at 
Birmingham, Alabama. 

1. fir f• 

rmingham 	1st! ara 

PAISLEY" cr • tc:;tify to the fact that an 
individual known to him by the name of utic GALT answered 
PAISLEY'S ad appearing in a local newspaper in Birmingham 

-18- 
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regarding PAIJLEV's offer to sell a 1966 white Mustang. 
He can testify that on August 30, 1907, GALT met PAISLEY 
at the First National Bank building, Birmingham, where 
GAIT paid PAISLEY $1995 cash, PAISLEY prepared a bill of 
sale indicating that the car vas cold to ERIC GALT, 2608 
Highland Avenue, Birmingham, Alabama. 

This vehicle is described as a 1966 Mustang, 
Vehicle Identification Number GT07C190047. PAISLEY advised 
that the photograph of ERIC STARVO GALT depicting his eyes 
closed which was taken in the bartenders school graduation 
In Los Angeles, California, on March 2, 1968, resembles the 
man known to him as ERIC GALT; however, he could not make 
a positive identification and added that the man in the 
photograph has a fatter face than the E1IC GALT vho bought 
the Mustang. 

2. V- r JR. 

r- .111,  :am 	. aba ma 

PAISLEY, JR., can testify to the fact that an 
individual by the name of ERIC GALT purchased a 1906 Mustang, 
Vehicle Identification Number 6T07C190647, from WILLIAM D. 
PAISLEY, SR., in the latter part of August 1907, and paid 
the sum of $1993 in cash. PAISLEY, JR., advised that the 
photograph of ERIC STARVO GALT showing his eyes closed 
Which was taken at the bartending school graduation in 
Los Angeles, California, on March 2, 1968, resembles the 
person known to him by the name of ERIC GALT vho purchased 
tho 126G white Mustang from PAISLEY's father in August 1907. 
PAISLEY commented that it appeared GALT had rut on seme 
weight since PAISLEY had last seen him in August 1907, as 
GALT's face in the photograph appears fatter than what . 
PAISLEY recalls. PAISLEY can testify to the fact that 
the more he studied the photograph of GALT the more he 
believed that the photograph was identical with ERIC GALT. 

An appropriate witness from the Jefferson County 

Department of neVenUO, Birmingham, Alabama, can testify to 

the fact that 1908 Alabama License 1-242,993 was issued on 
October 2, Y.:67, to ERIC S. GALT, 2008 Highland Avenue, 
Birmingham, Alabama, for a 196G Mustang two-door, Vehicle 
Identification Number GT07C190647. 

-19- 

f • 



ME 44-19S7 

An appropriate witness at the Drivers License 
Division, Department of Public Safety, State of Alabama, 
Montgomery, Alabama, can testify to the fact that Alabama 
Drivers LACCW:C 2U18947 was issued to ERIC STARVO GALT, 
2003 	Avenue South, Birmingham, Alabama, on 
September 0, 10G7. 

The FBI Laboratory concluded that the signature 
of ERIC STARVO GALT appcaring on his application for 
Alabama Drivers License and the signature of ERIC S. GALT 
appearing on the application for the Alabama autemobile 
lieense were prepared by the same individual who propared 
otL(..r itemn under the same name attributed to 1..1.1.X U. GALT. 

H. 	Investigation revealed that ERIC S. GALT, 2608 
Highland. Birmingham, Alabama, rented a sate deposit box, 
number 5517, nt the Main office of Birmingham Trust 
Notional Bank, Birmingham, Alabama, on August 28, 1067. 
GALT terminated une of this safe deposit box by an undated 
letter ndvirinr bank officials that he was moving to 
Louisiana and would have no further need for the box. 

The following described documents were forwarded 
to the EB1 Leboratory; 

Record of access to safe deposit BO:: 13517 
for ERIC S. GALT; 

Contract for safe deposit box with ERIC S. GALT; 

Ledger card (rental record) for safe deposit 
box #5517 in name ERIC G. GALT; 

Undated letter from ERIC S. GALT to the Birmingham 
Trust Motional Bank. 

In the event the above described documents ere 
needed an evidence they may be obtained by execution of 
a subpoena duces Lecum to Mr. C. E. KIRKPATRICK, Vice 
President, Birmingham Trust National Bank. 
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The FBI Laboratory concluded that the signatures 
of ERIC S. GALT npricaring on the above described documents 
were prepared by the same individual who prepared the 
writing in the same nano appcnring on other items attributed 
to ERIC S. GALT. 

I. Purct7ase of n Pemington Model 700, caliber 30-06 
rifle and Redfield telescopic sight at Birmingham, Alabama. 

On March 29, 1908, an individual who gave his name 
1 n ILARVEY L1.3W1.11WEl1 1D07 South llth Street, Birmingham, 
Albaml, went to the Aeromarine Supply Company, 5701 Airport 
ilighay, Birmingham, Alabama, where be purchased a Remington 
model 700, caliber .243 rifle with a 2X - 7X Redrield 
tolvscopic sight mounted thereon. Be also bought a box 
or 2u rounds or .243 Norma ammunition. Ro left the store 
carrying Lhis rifle in a cardboard box which had originally 
bean a box for a rifle from the Browning Manufacturing 
Company. lie was given the Browning box because the rifle 
with the mounted sight would not fit in the Remington hex 
in vhich the rifle had originally been.shipped. DOWmEyER 
pa pi for this weapon in cash. 

• On ?Thrch 30, 196S, the individnal calling himself 
uromyEn telephoned first and then later that day returned 
with the newly purchased .243 rifle to Aeromarine Supply 
Company and explained that following a conversation with 
his brother he decided to exchange this rifle for a 
Remington Model 760, 30-00 caliber. This exchange was 
accomplished on the afternoon of March 30, 1905, with. 
Lo:;fAiT.'n leaving the store with a Remington Gam Master 
rifle, Model 7GO, Serial Number 401470, on which was•mounted 
the Redfield trqcscopie sight, Serial Number A17350. 

WOOD can testify to the fact that on march 30, 
1908, J1PRVEY IMMEYER, furnishing an address of 1907 
South llth Street, Birmingham, Alabama, purchn:Jed a 
Remington Model 700, caliber 30-00 rifle, Serial Number 
4(31470, with a 2X - 7X Redfield telescopic sight, Serial 
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/lumber A17350 mounted thereon and a box of 70 rounds of 
30-00 ammunition from the Acrouarine Supply Company, 5701 
Airport Higha.ny, Birmingham, Alabama. 

V0;0 can also testify to the fact that the indivi-
dual knoan by the name of HARVEY LOMEYER was at the Aeromarine 
Supply Company, 5701 Airport Highway, Birmingham, on March 
29, 1903, at which time he purchased a Remington Model 700, 
caliber .243 rifle with a 2X - 7X Redfield telescopic sight 
mounted thereon. 

1';M can testify to the faat that the photograph 
of ERIC STARVO GALT taken at the hartanders school graduation 
in Los Angeles, California, on March 2, 1968, which shows 
the eyes of GALT closed is a photograph of the man to whom 
he cold the Remington Mode/ 760, caliber 30-00, rifle, 
serial Number 401476, on March 30, 1968, and is identical 
to the man that be abservcd at the Acroriarine supply 
Company on March 29, 19GB, at which time he purchased a 
Remington Modol 700, caliber .243 rifle with a 2X - 7X 
Redfield telescopic sight mounted thereon. WOOD stated 
"I can't say exactly at this time, but I think that this is 
the man. Ti the bent of my memory I believe that this is the 
man that bought the gun," 

A 

Mountain Brook, Alabama 

DESHAZO can testify that he in a regular and 
frequent cusi.or,er at Aeromarine Supply Company, Airport 
Riahway, Birmingham, and was in the Supply Company 
approximately 3:00 p.m., March 29, 1968, at which time ho 
observed an individual purchasing a Remington Model 700:  
.243 rifle from a salesman known to DEORAZ0 by the laat 
name of LAKER. DESHAZO can testify that he had conversation 
with this ladividual. DESR42:0 can testify to the fact tint 
he believes that the photograph of ERIC STARVO GALT with his 
eyes closed to:-en at the bartenders aehool graduation on 
March 2, 1008, is a photograph' of the man that he observed 
on March 29, 1003, purchasing a Remington Model 700, 
.243 rifle from the Aeromarine Supply Company, Airport 
Highway, Birmingham, Alabama. 
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The bullet removed from the body of Dr. MARTIN 
LUTHER KING was examined by the IBI Laboratory. It vas 
determined that the bullet is n .30 caliber metal jneketed 
"soft point" sporting type bullet of Remington-Peters 
mnnnfacture which could have been fired from the recovered 
Remington 30-0G rifle. The bullet was distorted due to 
mutilation and insufficient marks of value for identification 
remain on this bullet. Therefore, it was Dot possible to 
determine whether or not the bullet removed from the body 
of KING had been fired from the recovered Remington rifle 
bearing the fingerprint of Anal EARL RAY, FBI Number 
40r. 942 G. 
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J. Recovery of 1000 white Mustang in Atlanta, Georgia, 
registered to ERIC STARVO GALT, Birmingham, 
Alabama. 

On April 11, 10GS, the Atlanta, Georgia, Police 
Department received a complaint that n white Mustang 
automobile, bearing an Alabama license, was parked 
in a parking area of Capitol Homes, and in view of 
the publicity concerning tho killing of Dr. MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR., the complainant wanted thin vehicle 
Investigated. 

'.(he following individuals can provide the indicated 
testimony: 

1. Detective R. L. DAVIS 
Auto Theft Squad • 
Atlanta, Georgia, Police Department 

Detective DAVIS can testify that he and Detective 
P. S. MC CRAVY proceeded to the parking area 
of the Capitol Homes where they located a 1000 
Ford Muntanr:. The car wan a two--door model, 
white in color,. bearing 19Gfl Alabama license 
1-33093. The vehicle was locked, and in order 
to further determine ownership they unlocked 
the left front door and from the serial plate 
determined it bore YIN GT07C190647. By sending 
the information concerning the license plate 
and the vehicle identification number to the 
National Crime Information Center through the 
Alabama State Police be determined that this 
vehicle was registered to one ERIC STARVO GALT, 
Birmingham, Alabama. 

2. Mra. MARY 	BRIDGES 

Atlanta, Georgia 

lion. BRIDGES can testify that at about 3:30 
A.M. on Friday, April 5, 1953, she had junt 
gotten her children off to vehool and observed 
through the window a white automobile pulling 
up in .the parking lot directly across from 
the door to her apartment. She recalled the 
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car had an Alabama license plate. The lone 
male occupant got out of the vehicle and 
began to walk aeronG the parking lot away from 
her apartment and toward Memorial Drive. 2he 
never saw this individual's face but could 
describe him an a white male, 5'10" to G s  tall, 
105 pounds, medium build, wearing a navy blue 
suit and a white shirt. He had dark hair, and 
she estimated him to be about 30 to 35 years 
of age. 

She is unable to ideatify him but is able to 
affix the time of arrival of the vehicle at 
the Capitol Homes parking area. 

3. Mrs. LUCY 	N 

.p 	yes 
Atlanta, Georgia 

Mrs. CAYWN can testify that on April 5, 1968, 
sometime after 11:15 A.M. when her children had 
left for school and while she was sweeping her 
front stoop, she noticed a white male approaching 
her apartment from the parking lot to the left 
of her front door. He came to the back yard 
area of the apartment buildings to her left and 
after stopping at the beginning of the lane 
as if to gain his bearings, he proceeded toward 
Memorial Drive through the hack yard area after 
which time she lost sight of him. This would 
have occurred prior to 9:30 A.M. 

She viewed 7 photographs including 2 of. JAMES 
EARL PAY and selected a photograph of JAMES 
EABL MY an appearing identical to the in-
dividual whom she had observed. 

Atlanta Division 

On April 11, 19GB, the above Agents examined 
the 1066 Ford Mustang at the FBI Garage, 

• 
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Atlanta, Georgia. This vehicle is a two-. 
door 2C9, C cylinder, 2 barrel carburetor, 
white hardtop, bearing 19613 Alabama license 
1-3n0.93. The mileage was noted to be 39,100.8 
and the SN GT07C190047. The right rear window 
bore a sticker "Direccion General do Rogistro 
Federal do Automovileu, 1967 Octbre Turista, 
Adunna de Nuevo, Laredo, Tamps." 

K. EDI Laboratory examination of items removed 
from the 1966 Mu2tnng. 

Labevytory examination of items roweved from 
the 1966 Mustang which were submitted by the 
Atlanta Office determined that brown cotton fibers, 
green cotton fibers, and green rayon fibers which ' 
could have come from the bedspread recovered near 
the scene of the assassination of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR., were found on a dark blue, short sleeve 
sweat shirt, a white fitted sheet, a black and white 
shirt jacket, a pillow case, a' fitter] sheet with 
yellow thread, a bl-r.k sports shirt, a pair of 
size 34 walking shorts, a rug, and n pillow as well 
as a pair of men's brown socks and were also con-
tained in the vacuum sweepings from the trunk of 
the vehicle. 

The Laboratory also determined through examination 
that Caucasian head hairs like the hairs previously 
found on the bedspread described above, in the 
zipper beg, on the yellow and white towel, on the 
pair of black socks, and the hair brush recovered 
in the vicinity of the scene of the assassination 
of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., were fbund on the 
dark blue, short sleeve sweat shirt, a white fitted. 
sheet, n pillow case, a fitted sheet with yellow 
thread, and a rug all reeovered from the Mustang. 
These hnirs could have come from the same perm ii 
and the Laboratory points out that hairs do not 
possess enough individual microscopic characteristics 
to be positively identified as originating from a 
particular person. 

Some 0nUcesian head hairs found in the vacuum 
swoepings-from the Mustang were like the hairs found 
on the bedspread, in the zipper bag, on the yellow . 
and white towel, on the pair of black socks, and 
on the hair brush. 
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L. ERIC S. GALT's residence at Atlanta, Georgia 

The operator of the rest donee located at 107 14th 
Street, N. E., Atlanta, Georgia, also operates the 
rooming houn7e at 113 14th Street, N. E. Atlanta, 
and is Identified as JAMES D. GARNER. 

1. JAMES D. GARNER 
107 14th Street, N. E. 
AtInntn, Georgia 

GARNER can testify that on March 24, 1r68, an 
individual identifying himself as ERIC GALT • 
introduced himself to GARNER at his rooming 
hon, 107 14th Street, N.E., Atlanta, and 
requested a single room. He was placed in 
room 1/2, 113 14th Street, II.E., Atlanta, and 
wan offered an adjoining storage room in which 
to place his surplus belongings in view of the 
snnll size of the room. On March 31, 1963, 
EPIC GALT paid him another week's rent, an'? 
on April 5, 1008, when GARNER entered room #2 
to change the linens found n note on the bed 
stating in effect, "I've had to go to Birmingham. 
I've left my TV net here and will try to return 
for it in about a week." 

GARNER selected from a group of 9 photographs 
displayed, the photograph of JAMES EARL RAY as 
being identical to the individual whom ho 
knew rel the resident of room fl2 under the 
name of ERIC GALT. 

P. ENamlustIon of items recovered faun the rooming 
house located at 113 14th Street, N.E., Atlanta, 
Georgia. 

Among items located in tTu rooms utilized by ETtIC 
GALT at 113 14th Street, N.E., was a map of Mexico. 

thu G latcnt finr.erpaints and one latent Impression, 
which may be a fingerprint, impresEdon of lover 
joint of a finger, or a partial palm print developed 
on the amp of Mexico, one of the Intent fingerprints 
is identical with the latent fingerprint previously 
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located on the Remington .30.06 "Game Mn15ter," 
slide action, rifle, Model 760, SN 461476. 

N. Identification of JANES EARL RAY at Piedmont Laundry, 
Atlanta, Georgia 

1. Mrs. ESTELLE PETERS 
Manager 
Piedmont Laundry 
1]63 Peachtree, N.H. 
Atlanta, Georgia 

rrs. "ETr f), home, address 11111,11111M1111111. 
, Clarkston, Georgia, can testify 

tha .  n white male came into the laundry on 
April 1, 190H, and placed laundry ns well as 
dry cleaning for treatment using the name 
ERIC GALT. The dry cleaning consisted of a 
black checked coat with small check marks and 
grny trousers. Tho laundry and dry cleaning 
were fmbsequently picked up between 9:00 rand 
10:00 A.M. on April 5, 1966, by the same individual. 

:m identified the customer as being JAPES EARL 
NAY through a review of photographs. 
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0. At about 6:15 p.m. on April 4, 1988, the wounded 

Dr. MARTIN LUTHER R/NG, JR., was takon to St. Jose
ph 

Wispital, Memphis, Tennessee, viL-re he was pronoun
ced 

derd at 7:05 p.m. Records concerning the emer+:enc
y room 

treatment of the victim will he made available onl
y upon 

the issuance of a suhpoenn duress tecum directed to
 

:1r. J. LUTON, Assistant Adminislrntor, St. Joseph 
Hospital, Memphis, Tennessee. 

Dr. J. T. FRANCISCO, Shelby County Medical 

Examiner, 658 Madison Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, 
cnn 

testify to the findings cont►►ined in his autopsy report 
0%ted April 11, 1968, which reports the cause of d

eath 

gunshot wound to spinal column, lower cervical, up
der 

thoracic. 


