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1 Date _ Apr;;_gglﬂyasa

Reve-epd Sav,
Moruw=ntal [ap-ist (b
resides a1 TREANBRNE:

interview v i~ed 23 fn)lon -0

Kl B, ¥JES, pixister ol the
ok Te1 haultr Parkway Eist, who
Moaphis, Teow-Ssee, on

Beveryva FYLEL, whoo raf Jased 1. Menphas {or
approxigzately Lhe pi-L &gttt e sr=, 1~ 06 thy Exfcutive
Eoarg of the Memphis, Tearsqo<-+ , Lianeh of the ¥Yaitiopal
Azsocisztinn In: tre Advap:sym -t ol lorra Teople (NAACP)
ard 3% aleo & weaber of Wks Noather s Civastaap Leadership
Conference (SCLCY, ohe retiw 2l Feadjuarters of which is
Atlamta, Geergia, a3 tne Precadest of which, up untll
April 4, 1968, wa= D, MARG AN 10U 0kR KLet, JR,

Reyerend KYLES # 20t~ Lh4% a s3sitstion workers!
strike hegan in Memphas, Tenie 5 re, b-trusavy 12, 1968, and
that shortly after 1ls $.9¢l 4 proap of Negro miristers in
Memphis, lncluding hie<iell, lawdest together to form a group
which adopties the ram of Famvanily or 1he Move for Equality
(COME}, rai=ang fund® fer e -saitivlro sirikess snd
BsS1stierg thém in d21iy mi. 7 = apn i olker strike _zupport
activaiy, H- staned that 3¢ ¢ ¢y 2% ¥aroh 1R, 1968, he,
aloug wilh ~ome of 1he olk- ¢ (NOME L agers. anaguied Dr, MARTIN
LUTHER KINi, JR,, o eoge Lo Mewprie whors . or the night of
March 18, 1M€R8, b gave an V' <par.n Lilk an ¥ison Temple
to approximstely 10,060 Lo 17, 00¢ penpl- urging Lhe Negro
community ot Mepphis Lo uait: beer $ mle saritatica workers,

E{LES #0d sams 01 tre Gl (MNYE 1e o prs 31s0
wndierg Dr, KNG Lo riturn Lo MWopptas on Lhe mars ing ef
Marcn 28, ]&'358, Lo 1lrad a4 pas~avey Joss own parch 10 support
of tke s3p1laticn workers,

Corsideratle broesdang of dowrnlows wardows 3nd looting
resulied Jurapg this paror; 23« e 201t of which KYLES stated
Lhe sipavation striks persitved pafioraade purlicaty, 9nd
Dr, KINy agrewd to relug 1. M- epha=, 3203z with olher SCLC staff
BEREATE, 1 esrly Apral, 17€%, e o wmitace zupport on behalf of
Lht S3viLatiag workems,
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Reverend EVLLES wagpi1lied waat DT, KIN¢G actually
returped to Kemphis OO WedpnFarae BTN, Aprzl 3, 1968,
«ith several ol his crafl assazanies inclnding the Vice
president of SCLC, Reverend RALPY D, AETENATHY, and his
adpinistrative assiztaat [ShR- kD LERE,  They 231 ¢hecked into
the Lorraine Hotei and MBortel, 406 MaltLsoy Sirz=i, Memphis,
and sctually KYLES had monbed roors ol SIEE ci tre SCLC
stsfi members under his pam” . He puinted out that actually
re was registered in Roor 332 nf the Levriine Motel as of
April 3, 1963, although he o.7% 2ol phyzicklly occupy this
room and did not now recail the #xaci SOLC ird ividual who
occupied Room 3)2. He peczii-d thet DT, KINu occupied
Room 306, 285 did Reverend RALPF D, APERNATHY,

He reécalled thzi Dy, KNG and his staff remained
in Memphis on the night of 8o 3, 1948, and also remained
in Memphis on April 4, 1963, L asdition, he pointed out
that there had been widespread patiscily 10 not only the
Memphis news media, incinding ine twe daily white newspapers,
put also <B virtaslly =11 of thw vidio zrd television stations
concelning the presence nt Dp. EDNG @nd Ris s12{f in Memphis
a-d of the {act that they we'v sRiving an tne Lorraine Motel,
He siated he could pot reculi EhFR spre1lic r3010 broadcast
but there was at lesst one LrosdCasT, pos«<ibly more, which
even gsve the rosm numter , nimely Boom 306, in wnich Dr, KING
aas stiying 1n Mewmphis, apd thit this infermetlon was readily
available to anyons wh? tended o 1:ed e nEa3phpeETY O took
the time to lismen tc the vadin TEwT LU anIAsis, In other
words, he £afd 1t wag pd aelTeE 87 vee wherve Dr, KING was
sLay il'lg 5

Revrrend KYLES peralled dhrw he personally went
+0 the Lorrain€ Mntel &t ﬂppinl&&tily 2:3¢C p.m. OO April 4,
1968, and recalled that the Dperafitn [-eial reket band,
a sirging proup ¢l the SCLG, we: Fehs3vsitg An one oi the
rocms in the movel, this group e i3g 2¢9 by EEN LRANCH, 2
{ormery masic tracher ol Memphais, PEALE3SCE, KYLES joined
th1s group 23d TLEy 213 aubg veoious Ryeus and SCLC songs
aRtil spprexiritely & p,m, &5 thiz porsl, Fever-od KYLES
zeat %5 Room 306 of the Losrosrne Mulsd +a yasat with
Dr. MARJIN LUHER KING, IRy d Foasve nd RALPR D, ALER:SATHY,
He pointed ot thzt re h24d eavzj':_hwu;tld Dr. KING =nd
Reversnd ADBENATHY to B2 hosk u.iuﬁﬁﬁifﬁﬁﬂﬁwﬁﬂiﬁ’mﬂﬁﬂh for
a "0l dip=r’ oon the eventag wt Ap. il 9, 193, pointing out
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1E3t Dr, KING and Reverepsd SELHSATEY bolb savoresd "soul food,"
which would normally consiet nf neck bazes, chitierlings,
tursip greens and black-ey«d pers, x-d that his wife had
corsented to cook such 3 di-.:z tc: Dv, XING 3ad his group,.

He pointed out that beth KIN; asa £rERNATHY h:d been reminded
by him earlier that dinzer wi- to v g3 sppruxim:=tely 6 p.m,

He recalled ths: curing Lue aipproximite period from
5:30 p.m, to 5:55 p,m,, Aprii 4, 1948, thit Dr, KING,
Reverend ABERNATHY an2 Revzioen) KYLES sit znd talked in
Room 306 as Dr, KING and ABERNATYY dressed in preparation
for thk2 dinner appointment, -Ar a time exlimated by KYLES
as being 5:55 p.m,, or ther.:iboats, Dr, KING valked out of
Room 306 of ihe Lorrzine Motel, the door of which faces
west and overlooks a swimuirg ponl and parking area onto
Mulberry Street, which is a z:-row Inrth-south street in
Memphis, Dr, KING's room, 306G, war oa the second floor and
2s one w2lks out of the rocoe th ¢ 15 2 bRlcony and walkway
@rea, the balcony bhaving #n iroa: i1311 approximately three
feet high to keep one from {5 ling ofi the balcony, Dr, KING,
KYLES recalled, stood or the, hzlciny 254 was speaking with
various people standing ir fne psrkicg sres of the motel
directly keneath him, Osc of the perasns with whom Dr. KING
w2s speaking was Reverend JESYE JACXSON, ap SCLC staff member
from Chicage, Illinois, KYLLS rec2lled leaving Room 306 and
grirg out ard talkiag.with D1, KING, telling him not to
bring too many people to his pnuwe or there would not be
eéncugh food to satisfy al)l cf item, XKvVvL.ES 3lso recalled
that SOLOMON JONES, a local MNegre who works for onc of the
furer=al homds, Lzd been Dr, KING's chauifeur while in Memphis
and that KING may bave made zume compsnt to JONES albout getting
the c¢5r ready for their trip Yo the KYLES residerce,

Reverend KYLES 3lso recalled that at about this
reriod of time Reverend APEYNATHY had applied shzving cream
to his face preparing to take & quitk =bave before departing
to dinner and that KYLES and EING were sianding side by
side on the balcony ard he alss recslimred that KING spoke
to CEAUNCEY LSKRIDGE who is @ atioriey for SCLC snd who
was in Memphis with the SCLC :-taff,
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Others recalled ty KYLES l&eirg on the ground
level within viewing and lisz- nirz distince of Dr, KING
were Reverend JAMES L, BREVEL, Also of the SCLC staff and
who has recently beer livinz ir Chicigo, and several
young Negroes, names not rscalled, who had been hanging
arocund and suppaorting the sasitatlon workers sirike,

H2 pointed out ithat Le would put these folkes in the
category of "hero worshipers" who libhed (0 be around KING
and other important personage:,

At this point, EKYIFZ ~stimited the time as
being approximately 6 o'clock p,m,, and stated that he,
KYLES, started to walk north on the balcony walkway toward
the old Lorraine Hotel portios of the establishment for
the purpcse of getting his c3r, whick was piarked on the
parking lot, He recalled lozxing down 2pnd saying something
to CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE who wzs staniing oa the ground and
estimated that he had walked 2pmioximatzly four door lengths
north of Room 306 when he, KyLES, keard a loud but possibly
muffled sound, At first he thought it sas a3 npoise from
the immediate area possibly cauvsed by the bhack{iring of
an automobile or possibly even a loud firecracker which
had exploded in the immediate vicinity,

] He w»as next conscivus of seseing Reverend JAMES L,
BEVEL who had becen .standing ¢o the ground north of Room 306
rusning to the motel sres osivnsibly for cover and recalled
some unknown individuzl yelling in 2 loud voice, "They've
shot MARTIN|" At this point ks turped around and looked
back south toward the ectrarce of Room 306 and was next
cecscious of seeing Dr, KING's proneé body, KING was resting
on the balcony floer with his back to the floor, his face
facing upward, his feet partially protrudirg through the

grill work of the iron railwsy, ard his hzad headed in a south-

easterly direction toward the passigswzy just south of Room
306,

KYLES continued 1hat he took a guick glance at
KING's prone hody aftler reaching sams 3nd «3w 2@ paping hole
in what he recalled to he ‘he right slde of KING's face
in the sre# of his chkiek bonv ard pretruding downward into
his peck area, He stzted thst he wes not familiar with
guns or gun wounds but he sulinnicioisly 1=2lized that the
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noise which ke hsd nesrd b ed o-Zoutiedly been that of a
ganshot sh.ch kad vousdes Lo, HIND, He point=d out that
KIN,'s eyes :ppeared Lo b= cz-= 3°d that he personally
felt KING miy 52111 have beor dlaew, R w33 rot conscious
of anyone else mear Ki%o's ! dw 37 1kis tiar 2nd pointed
out thxt he wewti into a4 &3 - of shock sue ran rither
hystericslly ivve Roow 30€ weo e be attenpted Lo use a
telephone for the puspose nf r:lling an ambylance. In
thke meoantime, ABERNATAY s 1.% ouil of Room 306 with
shaving cream svill o1 his 1-¢ 1n aw effort Zo see what
had happensd to Dr, XING, K LES pointed cut that ip his
confusion he was uwrable to pick wp the phone properly to
c211 1he motel switchioard to 5k foy &n awbulance and
recalled ARERNATHY runsing Lick 1wio the room and telling
him to settle dowr a:d grin his conpciure as everything
would be all right, 5
KTLES cams Fack osi of i1ke room te the vicinity of
KING s body #md wiz pext cor caous of seeing several uniformed
Memphis Police efflesrs vun ing on fvwd toward the vicinity of
KIN53's body and renailisd =cows nf 4hea yellimg, "What happened?"
He siated Lhat he Tecailisd griling &% suz- of Lhe police
officers 10 call zn ambulsmoe, HE wzs nest consclous of
Revereno ABERNATHP leasing o.€ KING'% prope body attempting
to talk with KING or to get <..me r&:pon3* from him and could
rec2ll hearing ARBRNATHY say, “MARTIN, c3n you hear me?"

Reversnd KYLES meo.ciled xansing into Room 306 and
grabbing uﬁfg bedspresd ofif oo of the hads which he brought
out to use to cover KING's body, e rvc#lied that a white
male employee of the United Stoifes Justice Depariment, name
not racalled, who had been stzying 2L 1he motel brought a towel
which scpmenne held over the large gaping wound on the right
side of KING's face,

Within 2 fev mopents an anhalsnce 2rrived to take
KING's body to & heipital ani he rec2lled that a JOSEPH
LOUW, an Africar who i= & photegripher and who wis staying
al the motel, tock som< pictored ir the imadiste vicinity
and that meny of the people %%3 Py this tiw> had come to the
bilcony seem d 1o paial tesi-d whe wani side of Mulberry
where there is 3 thicket of rinhe: acd «opty l2nd bordered
furiber on the west.ty tre r:ck £ite of woa- ©ld two-sStory
brick builoinags wpicy fice = Mz Surr-t oand ialicsted in
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their poiating and comasnts “hal T2e 3shot prokbably came
from that general direction, In olhter words, the shot
care from the west towmard the esnsi,

Thereafter, accorditg 1o Reverend KYLES, a&an
ambul2rce crew fook Di, KING'S bady %o the S+, Joseph
Hozpital,

Reverend KYLES losked 3% & series of photographs
which appeared in'life Magezir=,"” izsue of April 12, 1968,
some of which were tiken ipnsdiately zfter the shooting of
Dr, KING and prior to the arrivii of the ambulance and which
depict Dr, KING's prone body lying face up on the concrete
valkway on the second fliooer bt-.luony of the Lorrsine Motel
3nd tzken by Photographer JOSEP! LOUW, He staled that the
only peouple that he could idantify by rime ir the early
photographs prior to the arrivil of the astulance were
Reverend ANDREW YOUNG of the 30LC e£.ff angd some local
unidentified Negroes who were zpparently azsisting in an
effort to render imicdiste fi1:3l %id to Dr, KING, Reverend
KYLES pointed out thst these, pholographs must hive baen taken
almost immediately feliowin; Lte shoeobting of Dr, KING because
they Jo pot show the bodspir ~d over KING's tody.

He stated that very 17w peopie aciuslly were
cognizant of the faci that Dy, KIN. wis to be s dinner guest
at his home on the evéning of Apvil 4, 1368; 1hat among the
guests who h3d been invited Lo his recollection were Dr, KING,
his brother,‘Revereud A, D, WILLIAMS KING, and two of the
latter's companions, Mrs, LUK!E WAPD and Mrs, GEORGIA M, DAVIS
Loth of Louisville, Kintuzky; aad that Reverend ARERNATHY
wis fo have bren there, 23 wi. CHAUNCEY ESKRID3E, e stated
that Reverend ANDREW YOUNy and HOSEA WILL1ANMS, both of the
SCLC stz2f{f, were 3lso to %e his dinoer gursts on that
evening.,

]

He stated thst to big recollection there had been
no publicity concrraing the ts¢i that KING and his zmall
perty were 1o be his dinesr guests asg thet it agprared to
te 3 mere coincidzre2 that Nr, KINL vilked out in front ot
the dourway of Room 306 323 =0 i ithere sowe four to five
minutes prior to the tim: trzl ne w-.g <shot,
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Reverend KYLES s%tst:3 tta” % hid searched his
wemory during the intervenisg *tie: subs:qiuernt to Dr, KING's
being shot and that at wo tir- <ouid h® recall szeing
inyone to the west or rorihr-z {row shich direction he

is aow coavinced *he sho: cazxs, He 2:% no one looking out
Ary of the windows iy the buillirgs fscing Mawn Street,

the rear entracces of wrich would kive faced the Motel;

and he saw no one on the gruoi~ helow,

Ee stated that hs <slked wilth CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE
shortly after the shio*ing #p3 il % ESKRIDSE wvho was on t he
ground level iu the parkisg er:z in front of the Motel
stated that after tke shot he, ESKRIDNE, had run west
from the Motel to tha middle ! Maiberry Street but that
he did not see anyone with ary filresdrm either on the ground
or in any of the buildings, Novererd KYLES rceslled that
SOLOMON JONES h3s beep reposted fo have stated that he saw
som&one pessibly with a white headpiece in the ground area
Jjust west of the west side of Malts1ry Street beshind the
busheés and possibly sa¥ sorcan: drop fsomzthing in that
area,

: Reverend KYLES stabrd that inm fairness to JONE S,
JONES could not have seen the grourd azea which he Hhad
originslly described because of the fact that there is a
brick retaining wall which surroupds the swimming pool and
that JONES would hive b2en bLehiwd this wall when KING was
shot and could not have sewn lLehind the bushes on the

west side of Molterry Street 2.5 this will is about eight feet
tall,

Reverend KYLES concluded thit nose of his
acquaintances in the SCLC or olher svquaintances in Memphis
who have t=en close to tha Negro movement caop recall anything
concerning 3ny suspicious movements in Lhe vicipity of the .
Lorraine Molel imm-distely preceding or Guring the time that
Dr, KING was shot,
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