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RE: SANITATION WOKRKERS _TRIHL,
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE | ,

RACIAL MATTERS
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Reference is made to communication dated March .
18, 1968, made at Memphis, Tennessee.

\
.

On the afternoon of Man@h 18,'£b68, Capt. Jewell G.
Ray, Inspectional Bureau, Memphis, TennéSsee, Police Depart-
ment, advised that there was little strike support activity
during the day of March 18, 1968, and that some of the strikers
i and some of their adult supporters sponsored by a group of
i Negro Memphis ministers connected with the Memphis Interdenomi-
F national Ministerial Alliance and who have adopted the name of
Community on the Move for Equality (COME) held a downtown march
peacefully on the sidewalks, single file, around 3:00 p.m,
March 18, 1968. He advised that at about 4:30 p:m. a small
group of teenagers marched the same route without incident.
iy AL
Capt. Ray stated that the big excitement in Memphis
on March 18, 1968, was the scheduled appearance of Martin Luther
/7 King Jr. of Atlanta, Georgia, President of the Southern Chris-
: // tian Leadership Conference, who had been scheduled to address )
a stirike support rally sponsored by COME at Mason Temple, Mason
Avenue, Memphis, this being a Church of God in Christ institu—
tion. He stated that outside of the Mid-South Coliseum, it is

the largest indoor arena in Memphis and can seat some 10,000
ptople.
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On the late night of March 18, 1968, Capt. Ray advised
that King ‘had appeared, arriving late, after 9:00 f.m., and he
was accompanied on the platform by Rev. Ralph D:lﬁbernathy, who
is reptrted” to 'be Vice-President at Large of the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC).
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SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE,
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE
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fon . Al [ LIS itccompanying King to Memphi /were
Andrew A young, kxecutive Director of SCLC, and James?Bevel,

a member -of the executive staff of ScLC,

) 5
Rev. James Morrid jswson Jr., Ppastor, Centenary ﬂjaﬁ4¢(
Methodist Church, Memphis,/ﬁCCOrding to Ray, is understood
to also be on the execzy{ve staff of SCLC and was the person cH
burportedly rGSponslb) for bringing King and his group to (L Z€ 1
Memphis to stimulate Support of the sanitation strike.

» 1968, King made an ﬁﬂ&;{g
impassioned speech to an estimated crowd of 9,000 to 12,000 /9
people, predominantly Negroes, who showed up to hear him,
King called for an escalation of the strike and for support
thereof. King made a4 series of demagogic appeals to the
baser emotions of the predominantly Negro audience and
pointed out they had to acquire more eéconomic goods now
possessed by the white man and that they had to obtain power.
He kept emphasizing power without becoming specific as to how
they could obtain power. Ray stated that the audience was
emotionally moved by King's speech, and King concluded by
calling for a unified effort on the part of all Negroes in
Memphis, some 250,000, to oppose the Memphis city adminis-
iration headed by Mayor lHenry Loeb who heretofore has refused
to accept a union dues checkoff which is the big bottleneck
in the settlement or the sanitation Strike, which has been in
Progress since February 12, 1968. King called on all Negroes
in Memphis to utilize Friday, March 22, 1968, as a protest
day in which all Negroes would refuse to show up for work and
all Negro students would refuse to go to school and that all
i Negroes would thereby be urged to come into downtown Memphis
; for what King described As a massive downtown march.

King indicated that he would be in Mississippi for
the next scveral days Stimulating support for his forthcoming
April 22, 1968, "poor People's Camp-In" in Washington, D, Cis,
and would probably return to Memphls in time to participate in
the scheduled massive march on March 22, 1968,

Ray stated Lhat Ralph D. Abernathy made a talk in
which he urged sirike supportess and strike sympathizers to
physically place their bodies in front of the some 60-odd
Memphis Sanitation Department pick-up trucks which are cur-
rently collecting garbage in Memphis during the sirike, even
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