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DATE: 	5/9/69 

SAC, MEMPHIS (100-3208) (C) 

CHARACTERIZATION OF SUBVERSIVE 
RACIAL, KLAN, WHITE HATE, AND 
MILITANT BLACK ORGANIZATIONS 

- Enclosed herewith for Ihe Bureau,is a revised characterization of Invaders, aka.Black Organizing Project (BOP), formerly carriedas Black Organizing Project, aka:-  

i 4. 

140(9  67 - Bureau (Bncs.2)(RM) 
4 - Memphis 

(1 - 100-3208) 
(1 - 170-70 Su 
(1 - 157-1613, 
(1 - 157-1067, nva ors 

WILL:gmh 
(6) 



"--'"740111119111111ROraosw— 	— 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

In Reply. Please Refer ea 
Fill N.. 

Memphis, Tenessee-
May 9, 1969 

Re: INVADERS, also known as 
Black Organizing Project 
RACIAL MATTERS 

On May 7, 1969, a first source advised that a 
militant black nationalist group of young Memphis, Tennessee, 
Negroes, now known as Invaders, was originally formed in 
the Summer and Fall of 1967 by three Memphis Negroes, Coby 
Vernon Smith, John Burrell Smith, and Charles Laverne 
Cabbage. During the Fall of 1967 and Spring of 1968, it 
assumed the name of Black Organizing Project (BOP), with 
subsidiary cells known as Afro-American Brotherhood (AAB) 

__at Owen College; Black Student Association (BSA) at Memphis 
State University; LeMoyne Intercollegiate Chapter of the 
NAACP (LIC, NAACP) at LeMoyne College; Invaders, primarily 
consisting of high school students and school dropouts; and 
City Organizers, consisting of young nonstudent adults, all 
having a combined average membership of about one hundred. 
The ostensible purpose was to create pride in black identity, 
to teach black culture and black history, and obtain employ-
ment for young blacks. 

On May 7, 1969, source one and source two advised 
that Black Organizing Project (BOP), beginning in the Spring 

. of 1968, degenerated into a group of approximately 30 to 35 
young Memphis blacks, who increasingly adopted a philosophy 
of hatred of the white race, hatred of capitalistic system, 
and all constituted legal authority, particularly law enforce-
ment agencies. Theirs is a philosophy of nihilism and anarchy. 

Both sources added that beginning in the Summer of 
1968, the Invaders became a dominant group. LIC,NAACP disbanded. 
AAB disbanded. BSA at Memphis State University became an 
autonomous organization with no current formal relationship 
with the Invaders, and the City Organizers ceased to exist. 
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INVADERS 

 

Since June, 1968, approximately thirty Invaders 

have committed various local crimes, including arson, robbery, 

larceny, forgery, prostitution, narcotics violations, and 
shooting of police officer, as well as inciting to riot in 
public schools. Over 25 have been convicted for these 
offenses, most of them making bond and appealing convictions. 

For example, John Burrell Smith has been convicted of 
inciting a high school riot and possession of marijuana. 
Charles Laverne Cabbage has been convicted of carrying a 
pistol, third degree burglary, and refusal to report for 
Armed Forces induction. 

Both sources added that these arrests and the 
attendant publicity have weakened the influence of the 
Invaders and caused them to be less vocal and less publicly 

contentious. Their membership is estimated at forty with 
only about twenty hard-core members. The Invaders have no 
financial resources of consequence which further restricts 

their activities. Sources one and two added that the 
Invaders primarily engage in psychological warfare by attempting 

to convince the community that they are far more powerful and 

potentially violent than is actually the case. Sources one and 

two advised that on occasion the Invaders refer to their group 

as the BOP but actually the only active cell is the Invaders. 
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May 15, 1969 ' 

Airtel 
1 - Field Guidance Folder 
1 - Mr. Deakin 

e. 	To: 	SAC, Memphis (157-1067) 

Fr. EC-39. Director, FBI (157-8460) 9- 
INVADERS 
RACIAL MATTERS 

Reurairtel 5/10/69. 

By return airtel furnish letterhead memorandum (LAM) 
regarding present status of captioned organization and all 
information available concerning any connection between the 
Invaders and the Black Panther Party (BPP). It is noted that 
reairtel reported that Louis Welch, cochairman of the Invaders, 
was present at a BPP meeting in Oakland, California, on 4/6/69. 

A separate LHM should be submitted concerning 

• 
	 Invaders' involvement with the Interreligious Foundation for 

Community Organizations in Detroit, Michigan. 

Current intelligence data concerning this black extre-

mist organization should be submitted in a form suitable for 
dissemination in order to fulfill the Bureau's responsibilities. 
In addition, if not already done, information concerning 
Invaders' leaders being inducted into the U. S. Army should be 
submitted in a form suitable for dissemination under individual 

captions. 
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