FD:36 (Rev' $-22-64)
R

]

|

!

I

|

I

e FBI |
|

Date:  2/11/69 [
|

|

Transmit the following in ___
: (Type in plaintext or code)

Vi AIRTEL AIR MAIL

-

(Priority)

________________________________________________ )

)
ot ReBuairtel 2/4/69 directing Memphis to intervikw
Rev. JAMES LAV SON,
[0 Enclosed for the Bureay are 3 copies of an FD-302
il reflecting interview of Rev, LAWSON on 2/11/69 at Memphis,
: Information furnished by Rev, LAWSON regarding the
transfer of the 2 Negro firemen and the Negro police otficer

murder of KING has been covered in Memphis M dated /68,
which LIIN also reflected the interview of 3
Mr. J, HAROLD FLANNERY of the Justice Dept) LY 11shed

further inquiry,

I
LAWSON is a dangerous rabble rousing individuaj hot worthy ,of
being considered a leader of any group, He openly admitsg “
distrust of the police and of the FBI. He admits to having no

that KING's murder resulted from a conspiracy, Ie mentioned
the story that was told early in this investigation by JOUN

J NC FERREN regarding his ha ing overheard a conversation in & _

‘ local vegetable mayl i versation would indicate that

. werc part of the p rder‘conspiricy. As the Bureau is well '
Alptel -dware, MNC FERREN's story hag been thoroughly investigated ang

has been found to be centirgly without substance,
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from the fire station near the Lorraine lotel just prior to the

no new information and it is not felt that tnas matter warrants

t is the opinim of the interviewing Agents that/{"ﬁ

fcts but does not seem embarrassed to openly advocate his theop

the market owner, nd persons from New Orleans T“‘“”
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LAWSON, K was advised that the Bureau would be most
interested in receiving any additional information which might
come into his possession., In view of LAWSON's attitude toward
the Bureau, it is sugpested that we initiate no further con-
: tact with LAWSON if it can possibly be avoided.
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Date 2/11/69
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Rev, JAMES M \LAWSON, JR,, Pastor, Centenary Methodist
Church, 584 East McLemore Avenue, Memphs, Tennessee, advised that
hé has no actudl ‘evidence of a conspiracy in the murder of Dr,
MARTIN LUTHER KING; however, he feels that certain occurrences
‘ around the time of the murder may have somé significance,
o ; gt ot e : . ] giv W a1
' ~ . Rev,/JAWSON said that on about April 2 or Apri1'3, -
1968, a Negro fifémin; FLOYD E. NEWSUM, was transferred from .
the firestation near the Lorraine Motel to Another station
that wag already fully manned, He 21so said that another
Negro fireman, name unknown, was transferred from that same :
station to another station on either Tuesday or Wednesday night

b, 2

Rev. LAWSON ©%plained "out of rotation" as follows:

- When a fireman is assigned to a piece of equipment

he remains in that assignment until all the men already assigned
to it have been transferred. 1In other words, the last man
assigned is the last man transferred,

Rev. LAWSON stated also that a Negro police officer, -
‘Detective E, R, REDDITT, who had been assigned to the same . -
fire station to provide protection for Dr, KING, had been
removed from the station sometime prior to the murder,

Rev. IAUSON sttted he has made no attempt to verify

any of this ifformation except for his interview with FLOYD
NEWSUM,

'On__2/11/69 o1 Memphis, Tennessee _  ry 4 Memphis 44-1987.
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