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Hr. dayne Chastain 2/28/T1
lenphis, Tn. 38105

Denr Wayne, TN

Glad %o hesr fros you! Your lettar of the 25th is lnformetive and holpful to me
in ita explanstiens of the questions you ask,

He s not dilsagse va fect, or 1 do zot question you when you toll me socothing ia
& faot, We do disugree on interpretations, I guens this coues from our different 2Xpun.
ionces und from each has in Ms head that the other doea not, In fset you havs been vary
bhelpful %o wv when you have not understocd what information I waa senidny fros you.

. ¥ot just yourmgxa PApITR, Do paperw did & gesd job of reporting the Shasteen report,
The ronson the Tioes did not cover 1t more ettonaively is probebly because if there had
been groater length a bit more of the whitevash would bive shown,

The . mlntmmarl_:ud. Tmﬂmgt?wmmﬂedmofaueatenmtmm

poopie ube did such inersdibls thdngs. I do not know Henuel, I hawe heard thoname before.
Hde comdttese is not reknowned for its responaibility, integrity or dispasgion,

I don t know why “edsit: was wewoved. I have beliufs, It would take & long tiwe to
preseat then to you. suc I am certain that the lie told W=, that it was a1l Secret

Service, was of SJouphis origin, “hus I slso disagree with your bolief that “sowecne in
Nashlagton wes esliing seourity sizuals,”

1 have no question stout your scoomnt of the survedllance on “ing on the 3. If
you lmve any zore detalls T would welcose them, no motter bow winor they Bay seem to be
t9 you, If it wonld ba sasier o Just tall ahout 1t iato a tapa recorder I would take
the tine to llsten oa tha chanes there adght be a amall thing in your racall that vceld
bz of walue to me, eyea if only trigsering what I have forgattdn is iu my sind, You are
sbeolutely right that those typea wore invisdible on the fourth. Lut then 's gehedule
was differaat on $he 4th.Did he not spead most of it at ths Lorraice? 5o let 2o ask a
question inut ad of glving you as fact what I curuiot represcat as fact, not knowing: how
many people did the warlous police Toquire to watoh ome sotel rovm door for ali the police
to have all tho beaefit any gnd all swurveillance could Pield with &ung at the motel? One
tesm was ample, wasn't 147 ind where werw they golag to xesp all thows trucis with all
the goar they carried? in the motel raridag lot? In the bushan beldnd tie flophpuse? It
Just vas noc feasdole i eres However, you omit sonetidngt how sbout whers that uight's
Busating ¥as to have %aen held? ¥asn't Kay assigned to cover that? Yh¥ not ask her (s
Eive her sy warneuk when you do, if sho was not iz “mot at that palee and 1f in fact she
did nov see Fil aguntsthere, 1 think you'd find if there wore any way of chackin  that
% @ trucks wore where they could be G294, not whore they could sot be used, That sizplo,
By the way, if Bay or :ay oftwr recal: seelng thase vohdcles elswahere, st the meoting
place or anywhere eluc on the 4th, T'd like to know.

Yes, we agree on the riot, “t was not spontansous. But I do not recall your saying
it "had & parssilotury precisionx ebout it." On this I would welcoms ms vuch ¢etndl as
yod can (aovide because it would help my underatanding and when I got to it oy writing.
I have no trouble agreeing with your observation, which iz why I'd aprreciate anything
Jou ocun adc LY wey of explanation, What did nto oheerve that auy esting this ki=d of
precislon thut, obviously, the young people bad not hed occasion to legra? Ton asy tids
could ot coue frow tho SFD because it did not have enough roney, Sut suppone it cane
in.taad feou u coupls of tiw lovaders who had received training? Eow rany uho could
influsace tno others do you think it would have rrquired? And heve you considersd the

ﬁa&ibﬁ.hty ol the FUI helmng your local police? Provable to me. I'm suggesting that
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it necd not be as complicated as you make it. You are saying Washiugten did it. I de
not believe it. 1 do believe that if Washdngton had wanted to do it thero would have
been a strelghtforward offing, like a sophisticatec! and powsrful bomb.

Waai you fiuish chedidug 1t out I'd be iatereoted in knowing how you decide oa
mdlitary inteliisence having Rey uoder surveillrnee after #ing was killed. I'm inclined
to belicve that 4f anyone had spotted blm he'd have been arrested,

I aing 4o net telisve that ley went Yo Iid.nfte  the Hog dliing end I'n gortedn
thet if be did he did net go to the 5t. Frencls again. If you get saythiug on thiz I'd be
interosted in it as & dsinforsetion operaiios, 106 es fact. 1t is net reououable. o=
sldes, L hus ben plucod wlsesberv with scwe eortudnty duping that perded of $iumo.

Tou pay “raniie Jarco is the so.rce and %ids wa. Shreo wooks altur bis aguting, ¥ell,
13 days after the Clooting o couspiracy dhargs wes [iled sgadnat Salt 4z Mrstizghan.
Vo yoi real., bulicve that e woudd e Sial vere 8 week aftor that wherw hs had
ueon kuown biforuf 1 don't. Tids is jart of .hat * xean My keeping 4t siuple. In such
losu than three wooks the #57 uss all evnr the St ¥raucis.

I don't recall the 1/76 Village Voloe stortes you mention sbout ¥o.mgbloods X do
nﬁb«l}m tha} Russell snd Froed were in oo sone kind of deal with Mim,It ney have
helpad “oungblood but not anyeme olee snd would not be factual, That it i3 not factual
will make it hot stuff for fwed, If Lowax wee ehocking that out he dessrved what
happensds I Goubt he was,.

I did not kaow Lowmax. L did Mis ehow once.

I'm vorzy you had ro stories with your letter. Therw wust ave Bson gsooe locul
ones irn “smphis, ind serry that you had me riport on what Lope Gas beon up to thore,
49 is & wAlki-; eacvalopueaia of winingformation, the phrase not edne. He has been on
thiv sbject ond 11 hes pod kelyed the Jouse comsdttee g bit, I nov he %ss there with
Aty Bann.

Have you heard any more about the hugping of Justy t e breadsan? .ny other loead
reports or raors? I you remember m white man freu Uarclina <he maton wcnd in sofare
the killing? I's {uterected in hix and wouls ldke e kne. his nazae I pow  onay Sadella,
who #an not helpicl on this.

There corplicated stensrlee er» fiod fyom Grabe Be mevie but pet for reality, Toy
%o kecp vour thinkdug an sinple se poocibls wnd yeu'll fHind 4t produntive, Thenke for
the helpfal Iiferuction. ¥ish I thotght 1'¢ be abl: to .et dova there.

Hope things have picked up for youw. Cr have fon bhluns stopros getticy Jruk and
bodng charged with DVT?

Best wishes,




S

iR EEEE.t E

|
\
"

SImme

WAYNE CHASTAIN
ATIORNFEY AT LAW
SUITE 812
EXCHANGE BUILDING
8 NORTH GECOND STREET . TELEPHONE
~ MEMFEHIS, TENN. 38103 ' 520.8401

ferruary 285, 1977
Je.r H-rold,

1 thugAt absus vae when the Justice Department report was
released last week. The Friday and vbaturday issues of the hew York

Times and w#ashington Fost do not get to “emphis until Tuesday or

wednesdav. I had time to, read .nd dipest most of the rmaterial
ew, T Tans] papers do such a paor job of winnowing and alishing
| B Lieitany mems ¢ 0 .es as tif as the King murder. .elecztive

repression I call it,

The New York Times normally carries a pretty corprehensive news
story along with the actual document itself. The Times, however, did
rnot print cne important fsect which I gleaned from The <ashington Fost:
namely, the name of the source which tipped Memphis police about a murder
contract on hedditt's life.

Do you know a 3enate Covernment Uperations Commitzee investigator
named Phillp E. Manuel? How did he get wind of a murder plot against
an ohscure black detective in Memphis?

T know vou diswmi sed as significant the fact hedditt was removed,
but I still believe t4hat mav be the onlv tangible rlue t':t soTeone in
¥ashington was calline the security signals for King's survelllance
on Anril L, FRememter, I was there. On April 3, King was surrsunded by
a nhakanx of FEI apents, ard protably Army CIC agents as he spoke to
a crowd in the courtva d of the Centenary “*ethodist Church on Mchemore
in the afternson. A panel truck was parked nisresdascadigy 2bout &
hiecek down the street,mmisbs but at an angle where King could be viewed
standins on the ¢iurtvard's steps which were to the side of the tuilding.
dncrimlewss "Fe Av- CTIC(t*ev certainly were not Memphis detectives or
fh. apents) were parked almost i+ frapt of ule¢ shurch on the nther side
~f the strect. They were mn: e SXEEmImex °bvious and Lney ..ou & :.0 Lens
cuterss, rhotarrsnhing evervone in the crowd. The next day, these neople
i3t were nat around. The fire station was the only logical vantage rint
to conduct survei’lance on King, mebeliveimmems y Phmecni®d Other than tne
racming house, and of course, we know the FEI did not use the rooring
hmuse, At the fire staticn, there is no evidence to this point than there
we. e any FEY sgents assigned to the local police to assist the
surwvei  lance from the fire staticn. No, a seven yvear old carpaipn of
intensive swrvei’lance ended one day before King was assassinated. You
tell =we that this is not significant. “

1 do Lelive I told vou my =uspicions soiREmK concerning the
wareh 28 rist durine one of wm our beer drinking sessiors, arain, 1
was taere: a aalf Llock from Douth Main Straet on Peale ant a half
Ylock from the frort wave ol the ra.sive sea sf pratest murchers when
tie. riot erunted. At Beale and Main, there were bhatrzlions of riot
corsrel police Tmiisdwewdsai- voised to wade in. 1t is sirnilicart that
tre riot St rted ome block from South “ain Street where most aof the la: ge
white departmrent stores were located back in 196F. [Todzy, =ost of them
have moved Jut La t althougn one ralor densrimert stﬂre,'¢01d5m': d

Leerg ius downtown store, less tusn twg tloeks from ceale -4 Main,
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Now «® if this riot was planned and organized by genuine black
militants, who wanted to "shit on whitey" (that was what one of the
signs said), why didn't the rioters wait until the massive sea of
marchers reached South Main Street, and until after the tzil end of
the march had turned on South Main Street, and when the march was
heading north on"South Main Street. The rioters could have srashed
the windows of Goldsmith's(thelargest downtown store), as well as
a multitude of men's stores, women's dress shops, ‘etc, almost exclusively
patronized by whites Back in those days. '

5 *alilnstead the riot erupted at Beale and Second, which gave-police
at ons MR ample opportunity to move in and contain the march in the
tlack ghetto. ‘ o

No, I believe the misnsmmsmesmesse cvidence sugrests that the
“ardh 2® riot had been planned and precipitated by the white power
structure. It had almost a paramilitary precision about it. Now, who
or what agency has this tvpe of capability? Not the Memphis Police
Department, because it had limited funds, limited manpower and limited
irtelligence: 1 mean the latter in both the military and actual sense.

Bt There has sesmssishege been Something else to occur in the past
10 days, but I can't say anything about it until I check it WK out.
1 know how skeptical you are, and I certainly wouldn't waste yvour time
fil'ing your head with what may turn.out to be sheer fantasy. But in
essence, if my information check out, military intellirencesmms had
James Earl Ray, or someone they thought was James Earl Hay, under
surveillance after Dr. King was killed.

was . movie
Also, there & an aging(he may be dead now) e star of the 30s

and 40s, Frankie Darro, who told @ several persons in Los Angeles that

- he waw James Earl Ray in Los Angeles at the St. Francis hotel after .

Dr. King was ki'led. This was approjgimately three weeks
after Dr. King was killed and after Fric Starvo Galt had been identified
to the public as the number one suspect in Dr. King's murder. Ray, ~arro
said, was using the Galt alias, ard was in the presence of a girl name
“aria(Mar e Martin?%?), and a iarge neFro man welehing atour 300 pounds
and eeasslwimewe standing at least six feet six tall. Los sangeles police
swept down on the hotel after someone tipped them that a Galt was staving
at the hotel, but the trio had checked out--leaving persoral belonrings
in the hotel. The raid was published in the Angeles E r but not
the Iimes, so I have been told. I have written the morgues of both papers
offering to pay for any zerox clippings about the raid. The story was
that police came in with guns drawn, The movie star, larro, was the man
whom 1 have been informed actually tipped the police, ,

A similar story appeared in the January 1976 Villgse Voice, the
article which carried x}a" front page wismsssmasssx picture on Jack Toungbloqd,
and an inside story about Youngblood's exploits. Donald Freed was the
source on that story and Freed is quoted 'as saying he gsthered several
affidavits from people in the hotel--he does not menticn frankie Darro
--which said Yo ingblood was there with a large black man and a man who
could have been a double for James Earl . iemssiueipomesreeondess [y, Freed
never mentions a dark-haired girl named Maria, My source relegates
Youpgblood as just a man who was registered in the hotel and who was
sedrtalkinr to Maria but never seer talking directly with the man who
appesired to be hay. ly source said fay, karia and the black man left
the hotel in a hurry, jumping into a large black lirousine and driving
away with the big black man at the whrel. 1 have beer told that Louis
Lomax was checkiflg this story out when he was killed. Lomax was on his
way to Sante Fe, New Mexico, to check out a lead on the identity of the
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