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This case is boing placed in a closed status because 
the Invrders organization has split into two organizations, 
"lie the People," and "Peoples R(!voIntionary Party." CRSCS have 
been opened on these two orzantAtifms and reports aro in 
preparolien. 

This report is classified "Confidential" because 
it contains information from ic,ourecr; of continuing value 
vhone identities, if revealed, mitht compromise their effective-
ness and adversely affect the security of tho United States. 

Copies of thin report arc being; furnished to the 
U. S. Secret Service znd U. S. Atto,:nny, blth Memphis, and to 
the regional offices of the intelligence agencies of tho Armed 
forcer:, pursuant to Bureau iin  

Careful consideration v:as given to the 1130 of T 
symbol:1, mod T Gymbols were utilid only in those instances 
where it via necessary to concevl the SOUYCOS. 
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7111:: 	INVADERS 

obi 

Ow1.0..;[ NAClAL M4TTE4S 

Sylv40:t Invaders, a black militant organization, was formed in 
Memphis, Tenn., in the Summer of 1907. In Au.gust, 1970, 
it was learned the Invaders had splil into tiro distinct 
organi:ations, one called 	the People," led by LANCE 
WATSON, and one called "Peoples Revolutionary Party," led 
by MELVIN SM3TH and WILLIE WAR FORD. The Invaders is no 
longer a functioning organization. 

I. ORGANIZATION 

A. Origin  

As previouslyrefortcd, a militant black nationalist 
group of young Memphis, Tennessee, Negroes, now known as the 
Invaders, was originally formed in the Summer and Fall of 
1907 by thruo Memphis Negro9s, COBY VERNON SMITH, JOHN BURRELL 
SMITH, and CHARLES LAVERNE CAM:IA(03. During the Fall of 1957 
and Sp ing of 1908, it assumed the sr..me of Black Organizing 
PJ.oject (DOP), with subsidiary cellr known as Afro-American 
Brothehood (AAB) at Owen Collvge; Black Student. Asseciation 

?bib. .locumoo sonlAm. ewtIller r.,conleut.ndolfrn• not COrtS1..31,14,• of ahv rm. It I. II.. propt•rir of II.  r bi nni Or Ir)0•14,3  to 

your cconcyj 11 and lt. •- oot,ntn arc nct to be diritIbuted 	ie yo..: a.jat,c.y. 

U.A. Cs, ..... 4IIIT •411.1T1114 01,1,1!I1 19.17-0 -214-9,11 



• 
• D. Finances 

As previously reported, in June, 1970, the Invad 's 
gaintelned no bank account and had no known sources of inc to. 

(ME. T.-.I. and,  ME T-72, G/1/70) 
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!SA) at Memphis State Univormity; Ler.oyne College Inter:1 

f 
Ivanee:oent of Colored People (L1C, !4'l C!') at Le:.:oyne Coll go; 

i 

Ileglate Chapter of the National As!;ociation for the 

vvnders, primarily consisting of high school students And 
school dropouts; and City Org:Lniers, consisting of young 	..... 
non• student adults; all having a combtned average membership 
of about J.00. The ostensible Pus pore vas to create pride in 
black identity, to tench black culturc and black history, 
and to obtain employment for young blacks. 

(ME T.-2, 3/13/70) 
In August, 1970, it van lea)ned that the Invaders 

organi7ation had split into tvo distinct groups, one known 
PO "We the People," led by Lilm; "EWYLT WILLIE WINE" WATEON„ 
a;id one known ns the "Peoples 1/1%oluti:,nary Party," led by 
HELM SMITH and WILLIE WARFOII.P. The Youples Revolutionary 
Pariy follow., the ten-point proExam of the Black Panther 
Party (HIP). The Invaders organization in no longer a 
invie!toli:.ng group. 

• 

(ME T-2, 6/5/70) 

A characterization of the 131:,, ek Panther Party is 
set forth in the Appendix pages. 

H. Headquarters 

As previously reported, in Juno, 1970, LAMcn WATSON, 
Prime Minister of the Invaders, resit' d at Lpartment 3, 1031 
North Watkins, Memphis, Tennerce, whore mitetings and business 
mntters relating to the Invaders were handled. The organization 
maintained no space for meetings or an office. 

(ME T-1, 6/1/70) 

C. Of 	and Staff 

As previously reportcd, in June, 1970, LANCE "SWEET 
WILLIE VINE" WATSOA was Prime /ltnister of the Invaders, and 
MICHAEL wArms acted es hiss, lega, adviver and secretary. 

(ME T-1, 6/1/70) 
(ME T -2, 6/1/70) 
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01. 

I E. Membership 

Au previously rcperif.A, in Jnne, 3970, there wore 
fifteen active members in thr. 3nvaders. 

' (ME T-). and ME T-2, 6/1/70) 

II. ACTIVITIES 

On June 4, 1070, MY T-2 furnished a copy of a 
miveographed newspaper entitled "We the People," published by 
the Invaders. On Pao1 of this publication under caption 
"The Eew United Front," the following information was set 
forth: 

"A new orLanik:ation is boinl. formed to implement 
the Vr_.w United I,ront. Its nal:u in 'We the People' and it 
meyni just what it says. The only racial identity itn members 
afAJMP:: In that of human boings, The organization plans to 
direct Itself politienlly ant1 eGenomilly. 'We the People' 
is WgrOcd by LANCE 'MEET 	I:INV WATSON, a long time 
natiewaly renowned black activint vh4 intends to run for 
governor of Arkansau." This plAblicatiwr was dated May 11, 1970. 

A meeting of the Invaders MT.N held on May 13, 1970, 
at Ararti;ent 3, 1031 North Watl.inl Street, Memphis. At this 
meeting LANCE WATEON and otiwrs discuscd a trip they planned 
to Kno;;villc, Tennessee. 

(ME T-li 5/20/70) 

On June 1, 1070, a meeting of the Invaders was 
held at Apartment 3, 1031 North Vatkirr; Street, Memphis. At 
this meeLing LANCE WATSON discvs!,od a forthcoming trip to 

Kentuchy, where hc. inn going to make efforts to 
have an underground newspaper published. 

(HE T-1, 0/3/70) 

A meeting of the Invr.ders vvf: held on June 2, 1970, 
at Apvriment 3, 1031 North WatNivi Sti.:.et, Memphis. At this 
meeting LANCE WATSON led a dist:11.17;1cm nn communism. Ho 
commented "I used to think ciAmrinism t.Y5 sou kind of evil 

I 
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(ME T-2, 0/4/70) 

A characterization of Students for a Democratic 
Society in sot forth in the Appendix pages. 
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a. 
kovernment where they went around killing people, but I'v 
'found tin t all they want to do Jr.; to feed people and make 
sure that, ono person doesn't hrro moro than the other. F r 
instance, I have some potatocs and be ii and you have soma 
milk; I give you some potatoes for milk; what do you call 
this?" WATSON indicated ho feels that when he starts 
publishing the newspaper, which will include information 
conceining the control of the country by 218 families, ho 
will be placed at the head (1 an assassination list. He 
indicate:I that this was what happened to the late Dr. MARTIN 
LIJIMUlt KING, stating that at thrt time Dr. KING wan talking 
about not only feeding black pr.,oplo but fending all poor people. 

. (ME T-1, 6/6/70) 

A meeting of the 1.167rn vts held on Juno 3, 1970, 
at 1031 North Watkins Street, Memphis. At this meeting 
there wLs a discussion conce:rvirT a nwnpaper to be known as 
"We t1u People." 

(ME T-1, 0/5/70) 

A meetimg of the Invaders Ir.s held on June 8, 1070, 
at 1031 Korth Watkins Street, Memphis. On this occasion LANCE 
VA1:;ON advised that he had Ieceived a.letter from the U. S. . 
fas.rtent of Justice, Washiprjon, D. C. wnercin the U. S. 
Attorney and the U. N. Distriet Court suggested that the 
chvrges against President MON be dropped. 

(ME T-1, 0/10/70) 

On Juno 4, 1970, LAME WATv'JN, Prime Minister of 
the Invaders, commented that he was vttempting to form a new 
unt. ed Ivaant in order to enlargo the ruope of the activities 
of the Invaders. WATSON indicated that he was attempting to 
recruit both blacks and whiter, inclduing members of the 
Col;:munist Party and the Students for A Democratic Society (SDS), 
into the Invaders. Me said iNIA in order to attract and keep 
white people in the organization he believed the Invaders 
orgauition would have to ape ale unOor the name "We the People" 
or "Pneples Party." He stated that the central committee, 
headed hy MULVIN SMITH and MAMI:iCE /43)TIS, was to be the action '41 
arm of the Invallers, and that this gt. oup was to be all black 
to sati'.$4 the demands of MELVIN SM11H and other members o 
the central committee. 



(ME T-J, 6/35/70) 

A meeting of the Invaders v:;:f held on June 12, 1970, 
at 1031 Korth Watkies, Mcmphiu. On this occasion WATSON 
handed out literature solicitieg contributions to "Ve the 
People," 1033 North Watkins, Memphis. 

(ME T. 	6/16/70) 

A meeting of the Ieveders von held on June 16, 1970, 
at 1031 North Watkins Street, Memphis. On this occasion 
WA11'.:!n diseussed. his trip to Ixiutsville where he arranged to 
have r.n issue of the now:Taper kivawn os "We the People" 
printed. He indicated it wculd be ncir time before he could 
get the paper in Memphis becgre-e they needled $300 to pay 
for the printing and delivery. 

(ME T-1, 6/1C/70) 
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1 . 	On June 9, 1970, LAMCE WATEN: again commented t t 
the contra' committee, led by LAINIOE LEWIS and MELVIN SM 11, 
it4 the aetion arm of the Inved,_!ru. 

(ME T-2, 6/10/70) 

A meeting of the invaders 	held on June 9, 1970, 
at 1037 North Watkins, Memphio. On this occasion WATSON-
comlieeted that ho would hnvc to go to Louisville, Kentucky, 
on Jew.: 13, 1970, in connection vith the publication of the 
neN-upaper known as "We the People." 

(1.1r T-1 , 6/10/70) . 

A meetin of the 'evaders v",  held on Juno 10, 1970, 
nt 1031 North Watkins, Memphiu. On this occasion I1ATLON handed 
out (unite /iternture indicating that the trial of President 
141)'ON would be held on Septchbor 6, lf,,70, in Washington, D. C. 

(ME T-I, 6/15/70) 

A meetin:; of the Invaeers rn hold on June 11, 1970; 
at 1031 North Watkins Street, Vemphit,. At this meeting there 
vae diucussion concerning the proposcd airing of the chairman 
of thc. Pemphis War on Poverty Com:littee. . 
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( On Juno 11, 1970, JOHN CHARLES SMITH and WILLIE' 
iAnyonp commented that they time members of the Invaders, 
which will be known in the future an the 'Peoples Party," 
and that the official neenpnpee of the "Peoples Party" will 
be known as "Wo the People.." 

(ME T-2, 6/17/70) 

On June 17, 1970, nE 7-2 furnished a copy of a 
pouter which LANCE WATSON had been dietrIbuting in the Memphis 
area, which pouter was enptioned "We the People." .The poster 
covinined the following informetion: 

"We, the People, eroLtired. We are tired of being 
hunpsy, poorly fed, poorly clothed, peerly housed, and we're 
tired of being tired. We've bed the vhite-orieeted governmeetei 
strueture telling us 'There arc not aveilable funde at the 
preeent'--we've heerd that a hendred times too many. We're 
tiecd of begeiug the governmeni to keep us on a demeaning, 
'Weeee and po' white traeh' welfare peogrnm that's supposed to 
help el, but that nets like an addictive drug, sucking away our 
ma/ heed, our womanood, our hmenity." 

(ME T-2, 6/17/70) 

A meetine of the invvders wee held on June 17, 1970, 
at 3031 north Watkins, Memphis. On this occasion WAT6UN 
commented that 218 famiiiee in the U. S. control the country 
and oeploit the poor and blnek people. He commontcd that the 
ROCKUELLER's, the FORD's, and the Del:C=1 s and other large 
corporations were the inetigntors of the war in southeast 
/isle. he etated that people connected with these families 
and these corporations do not wire anything about killing 
people ne long as they can be0e: utilities of dollare. He 
commentcd Viet President NIXON is a puppet anti that whenever 
a strieg is pulled ho must reeut tha ve',3,  these corporations 
and thee(' families want him toior they would have him killed, 
's they did former President JOHN F. KNNNEHY. 

(ME T-1, 6/19/70) 

A meeting of the Illy:Wen; vee held on Julia )8, 1970, 
et 1031 North Wathies, Mmpbio. On this occasion WATtiUN 
altuouneed that he and two of hie associates would melte Et 
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it:even-state tour, including )1:1.op:: at Louisville, Kentucky* 
Vineinnyti, Ohio; Baltimore, MAryland; New York City, and 
Washington, D. C., in June, 1970, 

(ME T- 1, 0/24/70) 

to. 	On June 10, 1970, LAM?, WATNO3 commented that be 
plannod to open an office on DAnny Thomas Boulevard in 
Memphis and set up a drug therapy school, establish a 
political and connumer orientation ownization, and bet up 
an offico to handle police brutality complaints. 

(ME T.1, 0/24/70), 

A meeting of the Invatlers 	hold on June 22, 1070, 
at 1031 North Watkins, Momphin. On thin occasion WATC:ON 
vapp2d out plans for a Mumphio War on Poverty Commit  too meeting; 
to it * hi.Jd on Juno 24, 1970. No statud that he would got 
eight huokots, fill them with water, put red dye in them to 
rcpro”ont blood, and take the PVITW.; of eight individuals killed 
in Mvmphis by the Pol ice, put ono nags.: on each bucket, and 
prosonL them to the Memphis City Council. 

(MR T.1, 6/25/70) 

A meeting of the Invaders 	held on the evening 
of ,Itino 23, 1970, at 1031 North tatkinf., Memphis. Following 
the mooting, LANCE WATI)ON and roue of his ansociates proceeded 
to the nomphis City Hall where u meetilz vas being conducted 
iegarding the Memphis War on Poverty Committoo: 

(M T-1, 0/25/70) 

In June, 1970, it war, leartmd that LANCE WATSON 
intonOod to tr,ke some cif the muMhors of hio organi%ation and 
join in n march on the United Vetions At New York City whore 
charges of gonocido against the blnch people of the United 
Strtt'n s-ould be made tgainnt Vim govel- itment of the United 
SttItt!Ei. It was also learned thn.t WAMON was attempting to 
improve the image of the Jnradors oru,onimation by using the 
roam "Pcoples Par ty" and by aticmptif: to form a program 
dirceted againnt the use of nnYcotics and asking for the , 
Tumoral. of Mayor HNNUY LOEB, Firr and Police Commissioner 
1AANK moramAN, and Chief of Police PLNia LUX. 	 • 

(ME T-2, 6/24/70) 

• 
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I 
A meeting of the Invadeis was hold on Juno 24, 1970, 

at 3031 North Watkins, Memphis. On this occasion. WAT:301I 
anneen-ze•1 plans to organize a "Molhem March against Police 
Drutality and the Vietnam War" on June 25, 1970. 

. (ME T-2, 7/2/70) 

An .emergoncy conference sponr;ored by the Students 
for a Democratic Society and the lnvadors was held on June 20, 
1970, at St. Patrick's Church , 33:: Linden Street , licblphi;J . 
The fol3e4ing topics worn dibeud at this conference: 

Draft counseling; 
Police brutality; 
Illegal dru3 traffic; 
Vietnam War; 
Publicity of organi:Ang students and workera into 
a major party. 

(ME T-5, 6/26/70) 

It was learned in June, 1970, that KELLEY DELANEY 
and vmAn mt., both close as:7.ceiatev of LANCE VATE.ON, plan 
to le.:.ve Memphis on June 30, 19/0, on R seven-:;late 
This tour was planned in an effort: to get support for the 
July 25 "Mothers March" again:3t police brutality and the 
10.:,1 of President NIXON iii Wshingtov, D. C., in early 
Scptomber, 1970. 

(M T-1, 7/2/70) 

In into June, 1970, it as 1Lf.:rnod that the Invaders 
orwtni:',..ti.on had split into two brancherr, one known as "We the 
Peoply," ;:nd one J4Ji0Viii RS "Pc:VI/IC!! Revolutionary Party." The 
two branches held soixo!ate aketin;:o Oh most occasions, and 
th, "Peoples Revolutionary Party" was considered the action 
group, whereas "Wo tho People" vaF considered the political 
arm of the lnva"crs. 

(J.n T-2, 7/1/70) 

\JA meeting of the Invaders wos hold on July 14, 194, 
at the Greater New Liberty Baptist Church, 1006' Texas Street 
Memphis. At this meeting plans rare dif.cussed for the 
forthcoming march on July 25, )970. 

, 
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( 
On July 14, 1070, JA I.0 WATWN advised that he 

intended to COMMenCe a fast that date and continue on this,. 
fact, sleeping in a coffin, uniil the morning of July 25, 1970, 

On July 25, 1970, he planned to lead r. protent march from 

the Greater Now Liberty Baptist Church, 100G Texas Street, 

to the Mmilphis City Pall, protvsting the war in Vietnam, 

police Wutality, illegal uno of drugs, racial discrimination, • 

and th white power structure in Memphis. WATSON also 	. 

indicated that he vas attemptiun to iioprove the image of the 

Invadrs organization by organizing cl:ly care centers for 

children in a hope to obtain frldural financing for the day 
care centers. 

(ME T-fl, 7/15/70) 

A moetin.! of the Imati..u3 w:s hold on July 36, 1970, 

at the Greater New Liberty Iii ptint Chvrch, 1006 Texan Street, 

Memphis. On thin occasion WATMN dictated a letter regarding 

the proposed march he planned 1.'7, lead on July 25, 1970. Ho 

gine anir;unecd that A prcos cenfvi'enco would be held at the . 
church on July 16, 1970, in conuetion with his fart and the • 

forthor.ming march. 

(ME T-3, 7/17/70) 

A meeting of the Iuvr!derS wz- !s hold en July 17, 1970, 

at the Greater New Liberty BtiptIst Chtn h, 1006 Texas Street, 

Memphis. 

' (ME T-)., 7/21/70) 

On July 25, 1970, LArcu wAT;7u4 led a march sponsored 
• by "We the People," commenoinu at the Croater New Liberty 

Chtweb, 1006 Texas Street, nt111.41i:1, and terminating at the 
Hemphir; City Pall. The march w:u.4 a prptest of the l'iotnm 

War, police brutality, crime, povorty, hunger, unemployment, 

and the illegal use of druz;n. 	'' 
(ME T-;:i and tlE/T:4; V2V/V3i 

On August 2, 1970, LitmT WAT:.M and tome of hin 

assi.v.,iatuq made a brief ap1lea).'aw.:0 at i. conference sponsored 

by tiv: Young Worhern Liberv.tirin L■:..".gt.ti: Lt C1:Ayborn Temple,  

280 Hernando Street, Memphis. WATSON and his associates 'eft 
thin meeting and proceeded to the Grev.ior New Libety Bapti

I 
t 
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church, 1006 Texas 
ENOX .ere married. 

Street, whore LANCE WATSON and GERALDII
f 

(HE T-1, S/5/70) 	 1 . 

A eharacteriv.Lttion or the Young Workers Liberation 
League J,4 set forth in the Appvndix rx.res. 
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