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Copiea of this report free beling furnished Lo

U, 8. Bueret Service and U, £, Nttorney, both Nemphlas,

Tennaggcn, as wall as to Regiconel OLfices of the Milltery

Intellisence Agencies pursuant o Burz2nu policy in

Oipudshtng Information of thiz type to those agencles.

This rogort is clureifiod "Confidential" Lecauge
1t sontioing infornation Ixom inicrmaa's and sources of
coptinning value, whose identitied if ryovealed might
coppremige their effectivenost rnd adversoly affect the
gernrity of tho United Bintor,

Careful consideration wus glven to tho use of
T rymhols, ard T symnhols werc nldlizoe? only in those
ip~tanens where it was nocoesrary fo etnceal the source,
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Titles INVADEFS

Characte:  RACIAL MATIERS

Sywopsin The Invaders, & black militoin? «riase? sticn, was founded

This documant contalns nelther

in Memphis, Tennesvee, in Lir & oamey f i2%67, 1In May, 1969,
the membership of the Jnvadrre “au ¢ .+ imrted to be 40, with
20 hard-core members, In DEoon ki, ‘6%, the Invaders had
an mctive membership of 7. in bevewion, 1969, the Invaders
had no headquarters addrews 51 wedriained no bank account,
In the fall of 1969, LANCE RALSCN, Yo adey of the Invaders,
and his asscciates particiysi+d an w. rivities sporsvred by
the American Federation of f+aiv, ooy, and Municipal
Enployees (AESCME} and Lhe Not1pal A-ancintion for the
Advancement of Colored Peup!w CUBACYS,  In the fall of 1969,
the lpvaders institueed @ progr we by ocn ae "Operation
Bresk{ast" which was to pruvid Lla norGIRE meal for 100
children in the ghetto ares o/ Damph i35,

i e
DETALYLI:
X, ORIANIZATION -~

A. Oxig{n
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A pilitont bleck o ew-10 L gUOUD of young Menphis,
Tennesgen, Neghnes, mod Rnooo oo ¥ odewa, was originally
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Jormed in the sumner ard faii »f 1967 by three Memphis
Fagroes, CONY VERNON SMTH, 1 1 Lhdr"LL SMITH, and CHARLES
LAVERNE CAMMMGE, Duving Lhe ‘1) of 1967 and spring of
1968, it assumed the name of N'. ¥ N panizing Project (BOP),
with subsidiary cells knowsn n. Alro-Auzsican Brotherhood
(AADD) at Owen College; Black & :!wJent dAvsociation (BSAY at
Memphis Staie Universaily; LeM:syne Col'ege Intercollegiate
Chapter of 1he National Asszos v lion 1ur the Advancement of
Colored People fLIC, NAACP) »t Y«Moyne Cullege; Tavaders,
primarily consisting of high #<l+-al s'udents and school
dropouts; and City Organiners, «opsieiiog of young
non-gtudent adults; all havirnp 2 comhined average membership
of about 100. ‘The ostensible yurposc w2g to creale pride

in black identity. te Leach bissh cul'ore and black history,
and to obtain employment for yrurg b)»:ks,

' E T'*l, 5/7/69)

B. Headquarters

The headquarters of the Invaders was located at
271 vance Street, Memphis, Tehisgsea, (rom December 18,
1968, to Juna 9, 1969, The builling 1t this address was
rented in the name of the "Conmunity firganization Club"
and the lease was signed for » pariod trom December 23,
1963, to June 22, 1969, )

‘ME T-2, 8/22/69)

On August 22, 19692, lLieuteriat E, H., ARKIN,
Intelligence Burecau, Memphis Pi!ice D:partment, Memphis,
Tenness2e, advised thal on Juw~= 3, 1499, personnel of
the Intelligence Bureaw, Mewmphis Polic2 Department,
ohserved that the buildiwg 'own':xd 2t 271 Vance Street,
Mewnphis, had baen padlocked, tkd windows had been boarded
up, and no visjible activity on ihe part of the Invaders
2Lt this address was obsérved,

As of December 10, 199, 4w Invaders had no
headquarters address., LANCE WiArSON, the leader of the
Inveders, resided on % part-tism- basis at the residence of
his grandmelber, 333 Webster , M wmrhi-: part-time at the
resldence of his mother, {709 Sauth larkway East,. Memphis; ¢
and part=time st the Trumpel Malel, 180 South Second Street,
Memphis, His main base of oprrations was At the home of

2
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_his mother, 1709 Sauth Pacz' ts . snd most business

"mattors concorudiag bbs Jricd ¢ ans Landled at the latter
address,

9F Tt 12/10/69)

C., Officers sy oo

As of Way 13, 3940, 4.2 o Vicers and siaff of
the Invaders were as (o4 loes -

Prime Minlsier; S LG Sweet Willie Wine' WATSON
Chairman: a4y 1he Lock" WELCH

Petty Treasurer: +AMES VEUUES

Business Manager: fONAL PIGFORD

Secretary: CACUEATUH UNDRE SMITH
Assistant .
- Secretlary: IENDA MAJORS
Assistant :

Secretyry: . CWENDIYN WHITE -

Minister of d
Defense i, MELVIN SMITH

{ME 1=1 and ME T-2, 8/25/69)

As of December 149, 1Y59, (e following members of
- the officers snd staff of the Ineaders listed above were
no longer active in the oraariratjov:

LOUIS WELCH

JAMES PEGUES
CACIHEATUN UNURE SMirTy
BRENDA MAJORS
GWENDOLYN WHITE
MELVIN SMITH

L

(¥E T-1, ME T-2, and
¥E r-3, 12/23/69)




ME 157-1067

H

"

The lavadscn ecursen’ v bews no officers and
‘staff members. Tue lnvddeys wo: Gxd by JANCE "Sweet
Willie Wine™ WALSON, who yels' fo hi-:x1f a8 the
Prime Minister., WATSON 3s m:. s ad by ¥ICHAEL JEROME
STARKS.

(.5 =, ME T=2, 12/23/69)

D, Fluvances

As of December, 1367, it ! ,saders organization
maintained no hank Accouant #v! © iyl me known source of
income, '

fal T . ME T=2, 12/23/69)

E, Memberehip
In May, 1969, the membership of the Invaders was
estimated to be 40, wilth abou! 20 hay:l-core members.

IMF T-1, ME T-2, 5/7/69)

In December, 1969, thn mem)rrship of the Invaders
was composed of seven mcilve members. who are as follows:

NATHAN LEL NESBITT )OHNSON

MICHAEL JFROME STAUKSE ¥
WILBERT JAMES, JR,, 2lsn krown as “Top Cai”
ARLANDO WARMSLEY, alsn knovn 8s Tony
DONALD PIGFORD

TYRONE HOSEA McNATR

LANCE "Sweel Willle W'oa' WATSON

[ f=t, ME T-=2, 12/23/69)

With the exception «f AIVilEL JGROME STARKS,
other membexs of the Invaders a- -+ wel-Jon seen with LANCE
ngweet Willie Wine" WATSON, fi=v repcriedly feel that he
is a "phony" and they are ‘f+\ up™ with his leadership,

twr, ke, 12/23/69)
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11, ACTIVITIES
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' LANCE "“3Sweet Wiili: vive™ WATION led a march
commencing at approximately /=00 a.n,.. August 20, 1969,

at West Memphis, Arkeunsar, an! termutrling at the State
Cupitol Building, Li%tle Eoek. ‘<%ans.:, on August 24,
1969, Theresaftier WATSON retu -1 1o Foirest City,
Arkansas, whore he was assauf'a:l by s 2oup of white
individuals who were demonstyaiing nev: the City Hall on
the night of Auvgusl 26, 1969. A\, a ravult of the assault
on WATSON by Lhese uankpown go':a nus, he received a broken
left arm and lacerations araonid *hs head and face. WATSON
was taken by his friende to a lForves=t (ity huspital and
returned to Memphis, Tennessee, wilh .n Arkansas Highway
Patrol escort on Lhe evening of fugus. 27, 1969, )

fME T-1. R/28/69;

On August 28, 1969, WATSON indicaied he was
undecided as to his fulure ac!jon, H: stated he did not G
intend to engage in any armed impvaslon of Forrest City, Ly
Arkansas,

CR T-1. 8/28/69) :

LANCE "Sweet Willie Wine" WAUSON was observed Lk
with some of his associaites nt Scomerville, Tennessee, on
Aupust 30, 1969, where & march and rajly were held to
insist on the rightful demapds madie by blacks in the
Somerville community.

{9 Tml. 9/2/69) 77

On September 29, 1969, LANCE "Sweet Willie Wine" M
VATSON voluntarily appesared st i¥2 Mewmphis FBI Office,
Memphis, Tennessee, where he furrlrhed a signed statement
to Special Agents of Lhe FBI, ='a%ipg In part as follows; e

"I was born in Memphe ., Teon., August 19, 1938, £
My legal address is 1709 So, Var%wsy Fast, Memphis, Tenn. —

"I am, and was, durlry sumer of 1969, Prime y
Minister of a Memphis based Black Human Rights group, &
known as the lnvaders, I am knosn as ‘Sweet Willie Wine,'

T TN,
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"In late Juna 1968, O+, 1’0 Brooks, co-chalrman
‘of the Committee for Poaucele .« ai¢+ 2¢e, a Forrest City,
Ark., civil rights group #ip 1 *. b3y ung the Forrest City
black communiiv, solicated wo Loop U vorking with his group
and other black Forrest City : :fi{2sry,, | agreed and Lhere-—
after spent practically all of - kim> in Forresi Cily with
Brooks and olhers, We sowh! ‘o improye black conditions
in Forrest City, such 8¢, mo .- ¢ suiirt ie administration of
justice, more black empiogm:=/ iy peivate busiess, as well
as in local government, Jmproren n% ¢l streets in black areas,
and improved housing and liviig «4:° lons of local hlacks,

"In fact, to demors'iwie 0. unily, we sponsored,
for several weeks, a selectivs tiiyuy campaign aimed at
having blacks buy ornly al &tor. s whir ' hired black employces,
The Coumitiee had planned a mi<d mar.h Lo commence at
West Memphis, Ark., on or abou® Augwy. ' 20, 1969, and to end
at Little Rock, Arkamsas,

"Hrooks later postponed ihe proposed Conmittee for
Peaceful Coexistence march,

"In order to exercisé wvhal 1 falt to be my
constitutional right 1 led 2 "march apainst fear' march
beginning in West Memphas, A~ k., August 20, 1969 ending in
Little Rock August 24, 1969, Ihis adrch pramarily «onsisted
of a few Invaders plus a few I'nries® City and surrounding
town people. Kennie Baker, Jo¢r Burns Je. aka King Jewell,
Wilvert James Jr. aka T. C. 2 Joo (+lhoun, all Memphis
Invaders, participated. Later in il march, Gwendolyn White,
an Invader, joined us."

(A characterizalien ul the onmittee for Peaceful
Conxistence is set forth in ihe apperiix section of this
report.)

#
On October 3, 196¢, fp=pectour DON SMITH, 1ntelligence

Dureau, Memphis Jolice Depssind p', M-'mpbis, Tennessee, advised

that the black power graup n Pemphiz, Tennessee, known as

the Invaders, led by LANCE “Sser* Willfie Wine'" WATSON, was

crenting some ranial tension 4% Mempris through the :

appenrance of this group sl ve-iovs r:1lies held in

conjunction with the activiti<. ol 1b* American Federation

of State, County, and Municig>) Emgiovces (AFSCME) and the '

NAACP, In mddition, WATSON acyearsd in 8 picket line at !

6
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the Memphis PFluand of Movehn.
‘a labor sirike, JInuac:sy & -~
ghetto area o progrem kpiven

variovs loculions threoughon ¢
collection bouxes for dnza* e
wes to provide wmorning wesmls oo,
Foole Homes myes, a ghetly - '
to Inspector SMMIf, Lhe Ry
the opinion that this "COpersi
whereby the Invaders ave atir-

en % ¢k was undergoing {J
t7ted in the Negro J

sy 1 Breaktast™
wherein the )uovaders, Med L. oot

iy cdbtablished in

i Streed area

Lrs wevypose of which

Loy middren in Lhe

et Wemphig,  According
Yot eommunity is of
Hoatpfwst™ is a gimmick
e Impcove their

public image and at Lhe mams i va: -2 money for their

T
A el py
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activities,

On October 2, 19649, | 'tz 1u' nished a copy of
a throwaway which LANCE WATAON )ad p inled adveriising
his "Operation Breaktasi,” 'This fhycioaway staled in part,
"We need your help and donativsre, S@nd your donations to:
Operation Rreakfas!, 1709 Soulh Darks 1y East, phone i
272-3172, sponsored by Sweel Willie Wine and the #Slack i
United Front,"

On October 18, 1960, WATS0!N was heard to comment
that he had only 2 small group in the lnvaders at that
time, He stated that he had o’ more than four or five
active members,

AR e, 10/19/69)

LANCE WATSON was ob-acved 2v a peace vigil
sponvored by the Vietnam Mo: i ’.> jun fommitlee on Lhe
evening of Ocltober 14, 1959, 5! Soul! »ealern Universlity,
Memphls, Tennesseée, Duting L' ‘our-: of the evening,
WATSON spoke conrerning Lhe v woluki-n and what the
bluck people plaan o do,
f Y
fagr=2., 10/18/69) .
On October 9, 196, (140§ *Sweel Willie Wine®
WATSON aud his sexisisnt, Mo A1 L FIGME SYARKS, prepared

a throwaway entilLled “Bisck b s Fired,”™ This
throvaway states as rollows

"Fiveman Fived, ( bisv @ iayd Thomas Moore was
fired because of racial hut- -1 've aryv black man who stands

1

2=
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!

';up and acts a3 % mun, Brolher Pl 15 pot guilty of E

what he Is nccused of, He 1. owip ¢ iThy of being black *
‘and being a man, Keotbse 1:ov wa.  (lled a by

the white polivemen, who kave rer-ssod thelr faeTE of
oppressing black people tid (2 «finy "12¢k women Bnd kids.
Black people canunol 4#lk o +*: ¢cv = wilhout being
beaten and arresied, Foopl-. + my * upite ourselves,
This go for blsck teacher:, .t i ncr -+, and all, If you
are black, you mre still & nigy v, Ou may be next."™

CH T 16/0.6/69)

WATSON and some of his: as: c¢iales were observed
at a meeting sponscred by the N4 oo Ogtober 20, 1969,
at the Clayborn Temple, 280 (v and 3'lreet, Memphis. This
meeting was beld [or Lhu poryo-r of discuss ing fulure
activities by the Black Coalition iIv conuection with
demands made on Lhe Memphis ity Bosr:d of Education and
the St, Joseph Hospital,

(ME T2, 10/28/69)

WATSON was obwerved i> par "icizate in a march
sponsored by the NAACP and i{he AFSTE on October 27, 1969,
in downtown Memphis, Teunescss, 9Thi- march was held to
dramatize the demsuds mada hy 754 JAACP snd the AFSCUME on
the Board of Fdueation in Memphis ar<l St, Joseph Hospital
located in Memphis. '

(vE T/, 10/28/69)

WATSON was obserpved a3+ p ms~ting sponsored by
the NAACP on October 21, 1954, 4 4. l&Moyne~-Owen College,
Memphis., AL this meeting WATSOM =pcka, He began by
stuting that the black people must raderstand Lhe problems
and issues as Lhey exist. Ik Ahen 191d the news media
not to turn on the TV cameras hpeagss evary time a
so-colled radical 1ike him g-'< up 1o speak, Lhe rews
medina wanls to put him on I TV grv.on so Lhe system
can destroy him. WATSON stalendl he was not playing that
game any more and warped L)ew ped Le Louch the cameras.,
Ile then staked that his mes.vov 18 149 keep pushing ahead
with your demands and doa't «%u) for anvibing, He reminded
the audience how they were fouled 91ior the sanitation .
strike in Memphis in 1968, " ‘old them Lhey stood by and
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let the police put all of {h+ [uvader, in jail, and stood
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by and let them pul up concert<i'jen » smps around the
schools. He siated npow all ‘he; huve to do is put
electricity in those fences and 'h %ids can't get out,
He then told the City Coupci) w4l wi1 white people,
"When you see us moving ahaed, ftio. us; if we stlop,
push us; and Lf we tuwra acouvrsd, Vi) ag "

-a'.k'h.‘

w WG el ¥ Qa’-’z 8/’69)

LANTE WATSON and Mlu w.eoqsiites were observed
to participate in pileket lire 4 A= 4. Lwn Memphis,
Tennessee, on November 3, 1¥69 s=pon ored by the NAACP
and the AFSCME,

(ak % . 5 0/6/69)

WATSON and other nmber® of Lhe Invaders were
observed at a meeling sponsored Ly 1) NAACP on October 30,
1969, at 280 Hernando Siree®, temrhiz, Durlng the meeting
WATSON told sowme of those nesy Yim 1190 there was going
to be an assassination of one of ther (meaning representatives
of the NAACP or ihe AFSCME? snd thal lhey might as well be
reedy because somebody is going o gt killed,

{0E T~7, 11/5/69)

On November 1, 1969, LANCE WATSON and two other
members of the Invaders went lo “he Scuthgate Shopping
Center, Memphis, Tennessee, snd requested the manager of
various business establishmenls 2t 4bhis ghopping center
to close on Monday in compliance wilh a black Monday
called by the NAACP and the AFS' ME,

f9i 1=2, 11/6/69)

On October 27, 1969, LANCE WATSON and other
members of the Invaders were nhsocverl participating in
a demongtration spoasored hy (it~ NAACD and AFSCME in
downtown Memphis, Tennesxnee,

wg 17, 11/1/69)
On November 1, 1964, WANTSO ywas observed
participating in & demonstrs! ten sponcored by the NAACP .

and Local 1733 of the AFSCME wu 4nan®own Memphis,
Tennessee, The demonstyation was held for the purpose

9
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of dramatizing Fhe damends m - . ¥ NAACP and Incal 1733

on the Doard of Edurslion a* * v jis v St, Joseph

Nospital at Memphis, WATSOU% + ¢ ot pombers of the
Invaders were carryirg & N2, 0 ‘dueor o lon Ilag, the R
symhol for black liburation, ‘ o

P e, .‘3./7/'69)

On Novembeg 3, 19€%, 4. in & VITSON and other
members of ihe Invaders acre 1. . 4w vzylicipating in
a march and demonstrxation spon - =0 bv the NAACP and
AFSCME. Severa] members sypoli 1 fsor b of the City Hall
at Memphis, including LANCE Ra'@=ig,

e 1-2. 13,7/69)

On the night of Novewbor 340, 1969, an attempt
was made by some 400 Negroes, 1-«d bv Rav, RALPH D,
ABERNATHY, President of the Scuirern (hristian leadership
Conference (SCLC), indfiance of the semphis Police
Department regulation prohibitirpn mareches after 3:30 p.m,
in an effort to obviate the tyirg vp of downtown traffic,
Severa) of the march lesders se¢ry arioested and this was
followed by rock-throwing ard brick-frrowing on the 2
part of blacks towaru officers~ of tt Mempnis Police A
Department., LANCE WATSON, MU WiFL, §720KS, and ather ;
memhers of the Invaders made i +.nmrerti=d effort to et

the young blacks to returr to (liyborn Temple, where the i
march originated, after the ¢ k—ihreo. ing incident e
stnrted, B

£ E=1. 11/11/69) e

LANCE WATSON repore div went to Cincinmati,
Obio, during the week ending “A«mher 12, 1969, to see
JAMES DBROWN, the well~known msu! sing=~, in an effort to
obtain funds from LROWN, WATS W kas inlicated he would
like to buy 8 iract of land per: Mempiis {o raise food

for black militants in the ev-s' Lhev esyer have their i
food sources cut off by the “ii~ pom:ee structure, A

(W M=y, 11/26/69)

11 ' SR
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LANCE WAYSON 2nd o¢r: mem 2es of the Invaders
wore observed at a dance spog-orid hy the AFSCME on
November 21, 1969, at the Cluh Virsudl:e, Memphis,
Tennessee,
{0E T-1. 11/26/69)
r 1
i
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TVE (O IREE FOR PEACEFDL £ 0% LETERCE
BAD THE FRIAESE CXOL NEGRO WOUYVY GROLE

L Em.sim aLs - e s ieEes

. Cn December 18, 1968, Chlef MARVIN GUAN, Forras 4
Ciiy, Arkagsrs, Mlice Depar twenh, furnishkad 8 copy of &
1etior addressad to "Ouwr Miniladers and other impeirtent ;
lead-»s of St. Fruncis Counly « Jrom roncorned Tas HEara "
0s Lre puges sidached to the leiiler erpeared the wigooluces
of agppcoximataly I45 persons doasribrd im the lotier a5

negeo teewsagerns of St. Frapsis County, Arkansss, 9ne letler,
sceording to Chief GUAN, was diviributed to 81l minlzsdera 1%
Sk, Franecis County and the esience of Lhe letter is that the
Fopeo voulhs of tha conaly vl Ajwapaintad sinoy wha Negro
lesdarsy failed Lo supvord in thy Movs s bLap 1%928 Gensral
Eleetlon o Nopro candidate 1o Siile topresantative., Chief
cran stated that the grouvp was rofewiag Lo Roverend J., F.
CONLLZ, who was & candidale faor Ja.4s Representative [ron

§1. Fronois County and who wi . oofeaiod by a white candigute,

The letter furiher = Lated (st the Nogro 1zaders
wieie plven 30 days to tako nome mctanr roparding the racial
¢citvition in the community and if npo action was token, the
group planned 1o tako actior on theie own. 1t stated that
e nre willing to £111 up ihe jails and prisons 1if
pecessory, Ve plan to disturb your conscience to make
things better for us.,"

The letter was signed by EVELYN GRIHIM, spokes=
maa, P, O, Box 114, Madison, Arkiansas,

Cvicf GUSK sdvised that this letter was
di-semlrsted by the Forrest City Neg~o Youth Group of
whick EVELYN GAIMM is Presidant and Neverend J, F.

COOLEZ 18 adult supsrvisor. fie sgiated that Lhe giroup
w23 recentily organized, ppparently as a result of Reverend
CUOLEY belng defeated in the ahnve-mantioned election.

On March 20, 1969, levesremd J. F. COOLEY advised that
1 he is 4he pdult sdvisor of the Forrest City Negre Youth Group,
which 1% composed of sbout 1,000 Negro tecu—agers. He
Luethber wedviced Lhat he is dhe county chairman, olong with
Revercrd CATO RBBODKS of Forvest Cily, of the Cowmittee for

peocelul Coesintentce, which is Lhe adult counterpart of i
the Foreest City Negeo Youth Grauap. This group bas #bout el
200 mombers wsde up of Negro adults Ln St. Francis Couaty. -
o

APPENDIX 2 o

.H-—--_ ‘ '-E'V

12




o

E. A eocrmmm— A
APPESDLIZL

>
——

TEE (U Ry TIEE FON REAMEFUL COP AT TERTE
AND fis% PCAALST SR EEERELEEWTWR'GROUP

-
e A e o ol B Bl s PR - AL R Sl A

|
Prvireamd COOLEY advized on ‘fry 2, 1969, that be g
cont 1neas s spon=or of ibeo Forenst City Negro Youkh Group
ard coosmetran of 1he Commitlee for P aceful Coraxistence
when geyer s Tuosday nipht kb the St, Andrews

»)lich
Leeann vaerch, whoeee Ruverend COPLEY A8 pastor, I

Yire-byd

ctated TRk the 0DecLlives of 1ks genup are to promodn pod
poarticipeie aa eival righls petivilics, political activilies,
and o aske Lhe NOgLo communily fware of its rights under e
civil rignts dwws, Reveread CODLEY stated that he bas never

sdvocated violexce or disrespect for iaw and order.

APFEXDIX

13%

Wl I B B 0

o e T e ALY K LY S 4 A g WS T G M Mp i A
A R L T Sy




" ‘I
/(-'. P
$ IINIL O STATES DEPANTMENT OF J. TICE
FEDERAL BUREAU 9¢ INVESTIGATION
Memphids, 7o egees
Lecember “0, 1969

In Reply, Please Nefer to

Fila Ne. .

Title INYALERS
Character Pl.i-ny wALTRRS
Refervence Rey . ' wf 34 BURL F, JOHNSON

daied Decswber 30, 1969, at
Mecwy 38, T nessee, and
¢ ire-d 13 above

All sources f{excer! any 1isted below) whose
identities are concealed in »¢lerenrad communication have
furnished reliable informaljon in 14a past,

This document coniains nelith-r recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI, 1t iv the property of the FBI
and is loaned to your agepcy: 1% and its contents are
not to be distributed outside vour agency,
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