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AT MEMPIIIS3, TENN,

Will continue to follow and report on the activitiesg
of the Invaders. '

ADNINISTRATIVE:

This report is clasad fied "Confidential" because
it contnins information from sources of continuing value
whose identities, if revecaled, might compromise their
c¢ffectiveness and adversely affeet the security of the
United flates,

Copies of this reporl are belng furnished to the
U. E. 8eeret Service and U. 4, Nttorncy, both Memphis, and
to the regional offices of the intelld gence agencics of the
Arnacd Forces, pursuant to Burcau instructions.

Careful consideration was glven to the use of T
syubols, and T symbols were ulllized ~nly in those instances
whure 1t was necessary to coucenl the msources.

LANCE "SWEET WILLIL VINE'™ WATSON has been placed
on the flecurity and Agitator Tidrexes.

Cases bave becen opuned on the following:
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 Background information will be developed on
huse pursons and, whare appropriate, reports will be
submitted.

A report has been subuitted on WILBERT JAMES, JR, ,
and the case bas been closed. A review of this case does
not indicate that additional investigntion is warranted at
thir tine. ’ :

i therelore, no him

¢ bulurg conducted.

The investigative period of this report predates
reforenced roport because inforwation set forth in this
report had not boen channelized when the referenced report
wan paepared,
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SA BUAL F. JOINSON Office: MEWPHIS

WARLH 31, 1970

Buisav File No.: 157_8460
INVADERS
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The Iovaders, a black militant organization, was founded in
Mempbis, Tenn., in the summer of 1987. 1In 3/70 the Invaders
had an active membership of 10 members. Im 3/70 the Invaders
bad no headquarters address and maintained no bank account.
LANCE WATSON, Prime Minister of ths Invaders, attempted to
organize a project called "Operation Breakfast" im the fall

of 1969 but was hampered by a lack of funrds. WATSON and 4

of his followers demonstrated at the Memphis PD in 2/70
protesting police brutality. 1In 2/70 WATSON indicated that he
was attempting to reorganize the lnvaders in an effort to make
the organization more effective.

=P

1. ORGANIZATION

A. Origin

A militant black nationalist group of young Memphis,

' Tenncegsce, Negroes, now known as Invaders, was originally

documaent contains nelther re dationa nor

formed in the summer and fall of 1967 by three Memphis Negroes,
COBY VERNON SMITH, JOHN BURRELL SMITH, ard CHARLES LAVERNE
CABBAGE. During the fall of 1967 aund spring of 1968, it
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assupned the name of Black Organizing Project (BOP), with s
subgidiary cells known as Afro-American Brotherhood (AAB)

at Pwen College; Black Student Associatioun (BSA) at Memphis

Stage University; LeMoyne College Intercollegiate Chapter of
theiNational Association for the Advancement of Colored Peopl
(LIC, NAACP) at LeMoyne College; Invaders, primarily consisting
of bigh school students and school dropouts; and City Organizers,
consisting of young non-student adults; all having a combined
average membership of about 100. 7The ostensible purpose was

to create pride in black identity, to teach black culture and
black history, and to obtain employment for young blacks.

(ME T-1, 3/18/70)

B. Headquarters

As of December 10, 1969, the Invaders had no head-
quarters address. LANCE WATSON, the leadar of the Invaders,
resided on a part-time basis at the residence of his grand-
mother, 333 Webster, Memphis; part-time at the residence of i
bis mother, 1709 South Parkway East, Memphis; and part-time
at the Trumpet Motel, 380 South Second Street, Memphis. His
main base of operations was at the home of his mother, 1709
South Parkway East, and most business matters concerning the
Invaders were handled at the latter address.

(ME T-1, 12/10/69)
As of March 20, 1970, LANCE WATSON, Prime Minister
of the Invaders, resided at 1031 North Watkins, Apartment 3,

Memphbis, Tennessee, where most business matters concerning
the Invaders are conducted.

(ME T-2, 3/20/70)

C. Officers and Staff

. LANCE "SWEET WILLIE WINE" WﬁTSOH is the Prime Minister
of the Invaders and is assisted by MICHALJL STARKS,

(ME T-1, 3/18/70)
(ME T-2, 3/20/70)




ME 157-1067

D, Finances

As of March 19, 1970, the Invaders maintained no ban
accpunt and had no known sources of income. :

(ME T-1, 3/18/70)
(ME T-2, 3/20/70)

E. Membership - )

In March, 1970, the membership of the Invaders was
composed of ten active members who are as follows:

NATHANIEL NESBITT JOHNSON

MICHAEL JEROME STARKS

WIILBERT JAMES, JR., also known as "Top Cat"
ARLANDO WARMSLEY, also known as Tony

DONALD PIGFORD

TYNRONE HOSEA MC NAIRY
- LANCE "SWEET WILLIE WINE" WATSON

IOUELLA JACKSON

WILLIE WARFORD

ELGIE WILLIAMS

(ME T-1, 3/18/70)
(ME T-2, 3/20/70)

I1. ACTIVITIES

On December 16, 1969, LANCE WATSON and other members
of the Invaders attended a meeting at 449 Patterson, Memphis,
at which time they discussed possible candidates who are
favorable to the black community in the Memphis area.

(ME T-2, 12/17/69)

A meeting of the Invaders was held on December 30,
1969, at the Trumpet Motel, 380 S6uth Second Street, Memphis,
At this meeting a committee on police brutality was discussed
aud WATSON stated he intended to become a member of this
commi t tee,

(ME T-2, 12/31/69)
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- ™ During wid-Decomber, 1959, YATSOVN was heard discussin
theffreorgarization of the lavadrrs.,

(ME T-3, 12/17/69)

On the evenirg of January 15, 1970, a memorial service
wag beld in honor of Dr. Martim Luther King, Jr., at Ellis
Auditorium, Memphis, Tennessee. LANCE WATSON and other members
of the Jovaders were observed at this meating,

(ME T-1, 1/16/70)

On Januvary 15, 1970, CACHEATUH SMITH, a former member
of the Invaders, was heard to comment that the Invaders is
for all practical purposes a dead organization., SMITH stated
that thoe organization exists in nsme only and is what LANCE
WATSON says it is at a given time.

(ME T-1, 1/15/70)

A meeting of the Invaders was held on February 9,
1970, at 1031 North Watkins, Apartment 3, Memphis. At this
meetling a "trial" was held regarding IOUFLLA JACKSON, who was
believed by some of the members of being dishonest. After
the tiial they decided to use her only in workshop programs.

(ME T-3, 2/9/70)

Jn mid-February, 1970, LANCE WATSON was heard to comment
that he Iptended to reorganize the Invaders in order to make
the organization more effective.

(ME T-1, 2/11/70)

A meeting of the Invaders wssg held on February 11,
1970, at 1031 North Watkins, Apartment 3, Memphis. At this
mecting a "rap session' was held at which time the members
= pregent discussed the history of tbe black race, sex, and
ways in which the white man has tricked and used the black
people. At this meeting WATSON stated he was going to
raform the Invaders.

(ME T-2, 2/11/70)
(ME T-3, 2/12/70)
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o LANCE WATEDN and four of hi: follayvors denorsairated G
arofad the Kempbis Police Dopartsi vi om “ubrapsy 25, 1070,
peg@gesiingg police brutality. ;

(% T-4,:3/2/70) %
FATSON attemptod to orgao!~7 & projuct called "Operation
Preakfast," o the fall of 1969 ¢''-h 32 dasdgned to provide
the wnrniog peal for wvaderprividiiad gab o)l %4 ldron Ain (he
Einelk ghetto zreeas of Wasphle, V0 wre b =i a9 higwernd by
Tack o iz,

(. 1.1, 2/3/70)
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