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T T Coby Smith, former
member of the Invaders and

now assistant to the wvice —DPAGE (o
president of State Technical
Institute, told the Tri-State .
Defender that a recent report o
on the now defunct militant —TRI-STATE o LER
organization by a New York
newspaper is not completely
accurale.

Smith, who served on the
execulive board of the
invaders said he, and ather :
members of the organization —
were aware of infiltrators long

5 before the death of Martin
. Luther King, Jr. Sinith said
those sources used In the Y i
article appearing In the
Gorden City Newday was
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misleading. He said “people. —
. when asked to speak on
* aspects of a subject thay are

familior with, have a tendency i o

o talk about that aspect which . 7.0 20|87,

they know least about. ) Date: 7S 5. &N, l iz

et Edition: '
“This .was ohviously the '

case” he continued, “with Author: I
: those friends of Dr. King who Edlter: WIITTIER

the writer used as sources. | Ties SENGST.—'\:EE a

The story said “according lo

some wilnesses, the 100 ooy

member group called the ‘ ;
Invaders led the March 28 Choractan _
riols ~ which attempied 10 _— 19974 LC 6= - )
discredit King's efforts. Claesiitcation: I

“Following the riot, in Submitling otuc-:l\ﬁ_".)-il":".IS

which one youth was killed,

scores Injured. and 238 i [0 Betng asgpuaaedA gl -
: arrested, King vowed that he ) ————“h-‘-'? == Jt%ﬁ{“_‘%:'_“
‘ would return to prove thet he ’ P 2
i still Cou‘d‘lg‘ﬂd;_a_»non-vlolcnt v (,L b TR P

demonstration.”

S TR : =
e ST Tt C O L PRl S
S L P "";3,{::!,"\& gl -2 e
1.1" st . i
Ry e R e e =



Smith-—said—rsince the
. organization felt that a sm
“nucleus of the plack com-
munity was leading King In
\he wrong direction s far as
strategy was concerned, (he
|nvaders decided they would
ot take part in the march. He
said at the time many people
were dawning Invader jackets
because “they were very easy
o make."

Smith sald It wasn't that
pecple were interested  In
what happened to Dr. King at
the time, rather it was what
would happen to- the other
black ministers such as Rev
James Lawson an Rev.
Ralph H. dachsen
senl to the black lezdership

g
“with a bullet attached to i,
caused the concern. Some
people tried to blame the
Invaders. '

The article written by Les
Payne stated, “several FBI
informants and at least one
undercover agent from the
Memphis Police Department
were among the most active
members of a young, violence
prone black group which
openly opposed King's
peacelul march  supporting
the city's sanitahon workers.”

Smith said the organization
had many people associated
with it ‘directly and indirectly
‘who were on fhe payrolls of
the FBI, CIA and Memphis
Police Department. As for the
members of the Invaders that
Infilirated our group, some of
our members had seen him in
Indiana and were aware of
the fact that he was an in-
{iltrator.

The Newday Article stated,

kilied, the groups mel with
him and his sl and
threatened renewed violence
unless they were given
$750,000 to redeveicp their
community ‘They just got
louder and louder” one zice
who was at Ui meeting
recalled. “We tuid them we
didn'l have accass to that kind
of .money. We had to putl
them out.”

Smith stated, “Trere were
no shouting maichies. ‘We
altemnpted 1o show Dr. King
that the time had come for
community croanizng al a
grass 100ts level Smith stated,
“King allowed Limsell w0 be
led by a small seament of the
Memphis  blaca lasderahip.
We got the impression that,
during the meeting. he un-
dersivod whial we were saying
and that is thal the younger
element of the Memphis
community had tean isnored
by the so called established

»Ox-Apti-dyihe day Kingwas—biack leadership. —




