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T h e U.S.. government 
learned of the military 
coup in Chile the night be-
fore it happened, but pol-
icy makers in Washington 
at "the highest level"- de-
cided on a hands-off policy 
after evaluating the infor-
mation, an administration 
official revealed yesterday. 

This description of events' 
leading to the overthrow of 
Chilean President Salvador, 
Allende was given by a State 
Department official in a closed' 
briefing for senators as the 
Nixon administration sought to 
dispel speculation of possible 
U.S. complicity in the ouster of 
the Marxist government. 

Jack Kubisch, assistant sec-
retary of state and U.S. co-
ordinator for the Alliance for 
Progress, told members of the 
Western Hemisphere Subcom-
mittee of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee that there 
had been "no involvement by 
the U.S. government, U.S. cor-
porations, agencies or citizens," 
sources reported. 

Sen. Gale AV, McGee (1)- 
Wyo.) said committee mem-
bers had told Kubisch that a 
statement to that effect should 
be issued at the highest level 
to quash any possible suspi-
cions and rumors. 

According to the informa-
tion that Kubisch gave the sub-
committee, a Chilean officer 
had mentioned to an Ameri-
can officer in Child that a 
coup was brewing. One source 
said that the tip came "not 
more than 14 to 16 hours be-
fore—maybe as little as 10." 

The information was then 
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passed on to the highest 
level" in Washington and a de- 
:ision was made to keep hands 
)ff, the source said, adding 
.hat this meant that President 
Niixon was notified. Appar. 
:nay, the information was not 
:onveyed to the Chilean re-
time. 

The military takeover Warne-
liately posed a potential em-
nirrassment, because Amerl• 
an disapproval of the Marx- , 
st-led regime is well known.' 
ncl because charges of U.S. 
onnivance against the regime' 
;ere rased last spring bentre 

Senate subcommittee invPs-
igating the role of U.S. corpo-
ations there. 
At that time, there was 
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