I TT Serf;nng Izﬁ?f

’I'he ﬁrst t'mngto e said of the. Senatei e
*o:f the ITT affair in Chﬂe i§ that, so far.;no charge has
"Wbeen made and no proof offered that the Centx'al Intelli-

.,gence ‘Agency actually conspired to prevent Marxist

,.Salvedor Allende from ‘being elet:'l:edJl sident ‘and
< taking office in 1970. In testimony "before * a Foreign
“iRelations subcommittee, one ITT official, former CIA
-"''Director John McCone, said he trnnsmitted’TI‘T presi-
dent Harold Geneen’s block-Allende proposal to Mc-

«-Cone’s “close personal friend,” then CIA Director Rich- ‘.l‘

J,ard Helms, and to Henry Kissmger as well. Another

<ITT official, vice president Edward Gerrity added that

'*Bgome such _proposal was made by the CIA’s own William
Broe, who has yet to testify publicly himself. A pattern

¢ @f frequent and easy ITT-government contacts has been

euestabhshed, mcludmg #25 wsxts” to the State Depart- -

i ment. i "

& But all witnesses so far have agreed that the Unit -
States did not act on the block- Allende pmpox;als He did L "
..take office. So on the basis of this testimony it would
“'be wrong and unfair to accuse the Nixon administration,
whose disputes with Chile over expropriation issues are
* a matter of record, of having tried to keep Mr. Allende
. from taking power. We emphasize the point with the
[hope of not making the situation seem any worse than -
it actually is. ¥

For the eituatiou—mthout embelhshment—is in fact
pretty bad. Whether out of common and reflex:ve cold:
« war tradition, a custom peculiar to Chile, or ITT’s own
special style, when the giant company felt it had a prob-

‘“lem in Chile in 1971, it went promptly and repeatedly
to the innermost corridors of official power. Its problem

-+ Was its fear that the Allende government might national-

+.ize its telephone company; Santiago ln‘er did naﬁnnalize .

“"/on grounds (among others) of “rotten' se ” To | !save

. this $150 million property, ITT—by Mr. McCone s word

: ——concocted the extraordinary notion of glvlng the CIA
up to $1 million to implement an ITT plan to_create
‘enough economic and political disorder to prevent Mr
'Allende from taking oﬂ"lce
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bhe reet of the ITI' story in Chile needs to be iold

ht i

anycitlfen o! t a
, to petltnm hfx governmenl'. But 1

te'fv‘ell:‘

-.‘ing thef governmeni an eztra sum to provide a ,apeeial_
yice: outmg a fnrelgn government’a electoral process
"af tlmt'! Itle as though ITT considered the U.S." govem
ment to be, wel] a mul etionnl co;‘poraltion, ‘with -
varied services to. sell to ous custmners A ooncepi.
_more defiant o'f"de ratic is
imagine L U h
" Mr. McCone said_he concexved‘ of t.Lhe $1 mﬂhon i
pfojec't as being in the eame antl-Commumst spirit as
" the" Marshall Plan and the Berlin Airlift. His TTT? col-
league, Mr. Gerrity, expressing surprise at-the l'\[cConel
testimon)', said he conceived oi the $1 million as “seed
money” for a housing project—to sweeten Mr.. Allende 4
The difference is intriguing -and, we trust, }vul be
thoroughly explored. ITThas its honor to defend. to say
nothing of its $92 million exproprlatlon insuranee clmm at
_pending before the US ‘govemmentr B

. The ITT hearings, the ﬁrst conduet by
Churchs new multinational corporations subcommxttee,l :
are o continte next week. Subsequent hearings planned A
~over the next three years are to address other aspects i
~of multinational *corporate activity.a Already, ‘however, |
enough material has emerged‘ to. indicate that the public 8
is woefully ignomnt of both'the ways in which @.mericnn' i

. corporate power is. employed in Washlng‘t ‘and its
effects not only on the corporate ‘position but on the
American national 'stg_nding abroad. Wi noflegqqnlp

that*the T ro‘le in_Chile, 1 hateve

. shows that role to have“been. is  typical al
We trust, 1 , that the

subcommittee Wlll be as~diligent in lnying out

the corpomtmns ,beneftts to Americans and forexgners

- as it is in indicating the pitfalls in their path Meauwhil -
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