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Chapter 5
Not "Mysteries in the Cards" But A Stacked Deck
Furiati's first words in her Chapter 4, "Mysteries in the Cards," relate this mystery she ignores, the disappearance of all copies of the CIA's agreement to subordinate itself to the military when it is supposed to be a civilian agency and that of the president.  Her first sentence in this chapter states that in January 1963, "When Operation Mongoose was officially deactivated, General Lansdale" wrote all involved "asking that all the documents be filed away in the archives."  As we saw, that record was filed away in the memory hole.

Furiati then says that "The dismantling of Mongoose was part of the redefinition of Kennedy's policies toward Cuba."  Kennedy had "a new special group . . .  to reconsider the Cuban question."  Although she implies it is to carry forward "the political and military successes (that did not exist), she also states, as usual giving no source, that

In April 1963, McGeorge Bundy (National Security Advisor) gave the National Security Council a memorandum offering various alternatives, among them "moving in the direction of the gradual development of some kind of agreement with Castro."  In the first days of June the members of the Executive Committee agreed that it would be "a useful task to determine if it is possible to create channel of communication with Castro."  This new strategy, named "constructive alternatives" by Bundy, represented one of the options that the Kennedy brothers, distrustful of the CIA and the Cuba exiles, would employ in the second half of 1963 (pages 62-3).

Then she says, again citing no sources, that Kennedy also approved the most serious sabotage of what is important in Cuba, including oil refineries and electrical power plants.· She follows this with:

In September of that year, on the initiative of William Attwood (special adviser to United States delegation to the United Nations) and with the explicit support of Bundy, President Kennedy approved the following feeler, to be sent to the Cuban government through Carlos Lechuga (head of the Cuban Mission to the UN): whether or not Fidel Castro was willing to negotiate the conflict between the two countries.  Kennedy insisted that Attwood make it clear "that it was not the United States which sought to establish the dialogue."  Relations with the Soviet Union were a strong determining force behind this initiative: Kennedy's advisers -- prominent graduates of Harvard University – had sensed the contradictions which arose between Cuba and the Soviet Union during the Missile Crisis, when the Cuban positions were not considered, and they argued that certain forces inside Cuba had begun to waver on the path of socialism (page 63).

This is a schizophrenic as Furiati often is.  She begins by saying that the talks were "on the initiative of "Ambassador Attwood and then she says, no source indicated and not in the Lechuga account, that "Attwood make it clear 'that it was not the United States which sought to establish the dialogue'."

In Attwood's testimony about this to the Church Senate intelligence committee he stated that the initiative was Cuba's, that Castro asked ABC News correspondent Lisa Howard to speak to Attwood, which she did, and she then arranged a party, in Lechuga's account, at which he and Attwood could talk.  But for all of this, that being Furiati's concept of scholarship and responsible writing, she offers no source.  (The Lechuga account was published in 1995 by her publisher, Ocean.  It is titled, In The Eye Of The Storm, with the subtitle, Castro, Khrushchev, Kennedy, and the Missile Crisis.  Lechuga does make the record that the initiative was Castro's.  Lechuga provides detail on this and on the role Howard played and continued to play.)

With the initiative Castro's it is obvious that he "was willing to negotiate the conflict between the two countries" and it is no less obvious that Kennedy did not have to learn "whether or not Castro was willing" to negotiate.

It does seem that Furiati has a tendency to make up what she thinks will serve whatever purposes she at any point has in mind, often buttering up the Cubans.

Just as the initiative was not Kennedy's, so also is it false that "Relations with the Soviet were a strong determining force behind this initiative [sic].  That was in fact, impossible.

All Kennedy's advisors were not "prominent graduates of Harvard University," not that it would have meant anything if they were.  But it is to wonder why she tries to give this twist to what she has already twisted quite a bit.

Furiati then says this means "that the Kennedy administration was develop was developing a dual strategy in relation to Cuba."

Having said this was Kennedy's initiative when it was not, Furiati then drops it and rehashes a little of what was so well known about some of the CIA's unsuccessful efforts to assassinate Castro, beginning with what it called AMLASH, in which it used a Cuban, Rolando Cuebela, and some imagined plots, none of which are new and all are dependably and extensively available in other sources she does not cite or mention.

Again with no source indicated, which with this is natural, there being none, she says that Oswald "admitted without hesitation that he was a communist" (page 71).  In fact Oswald never did.  He was anti-Communist, even when he was in the Soviet Union, and the Warren Commission published much of his anti-Communist writings.  I summarized some of them in the first book on the assassination, Whitewash: The Report on the Warren Report, of 1965, on pages 120-3.  Oswald was anti-Soviet Communism and anti-United States Communism.  He referred to himself as a "Marxist."  Never as a "Communist," the obvious reason Furiati gives no source for it.

She also says at this point, "Let us examine the detailed information transmitted by the U.S. press in those first few days, enriched by biographical information on Lee Harvey Oswald produced by U.S. researchers."  Here she has a source footnote:

See Garrison, Jim. JFK: On The Trail of the Assassins; Hinkel, Warren and Turner, William. The Fish is Red (The history of the war against Castro) New York.  Harper and Row. 1981; and Fonzi, Gaeton, op cit.

None of these works can be considered as providing such "biographical information."  The first two are largely fictional and Fonzi's is on the House Assassin's committee for which he worked.

There was no such "detailed information transmitted by" the media.  It had to transmit and it was limited to what had been fed it by the government.

We soon come to an illustration of the confidence that can be placed in what is attributed to Garrison.  I was there and know that the one trail he never took was the trail of the assassins.

The problem of sources become more acute if Furiati intended honest, responsible writing and is as ignorant of the subject as Furiati began – and remained when she was finished:

In 1956, when he was 16 years old, he abandoned his studies and joined the Marines, less than a month after having enrolled in high school in Fort Worth.  In 1957, Oswald received training as a radar operator in the air base at Atsugi, Japan, the secret base for special CIA operations, from which U-2 planes set out on their spy missions and the deployment of Soviet spy planes could be detected.38  Upon his return to the United States, Oswald was stationed at the United States Marine Base at El Toro, California, from November 1958 to September 1959, where he was a friend of Gerry Hemmings, one of the future heads of Interpen.39  At the El Toro, base he was given special treatment: he learned and practiced Russian with Naval Intelligence, although he did not need to know this for his duties as a radar operator.40  Oswald was also trained in the Civil Air Patrol Squadron, where the chief of the "Falcons" was David Ferrie, who had a major influence on him.  The Associated Press bulletin of November 22, 1963, divulged declarations by a lieutenant colonel named Curly: "In Japan [Oswald] never rose beyond the rank of private. . . .  He learned Russian as part of his military training and he took his final exam two months before deserting for the USSR. . . . (page 72).

This page of a Furiati's page provides a means of evaluating her and her writing, how much what she says can be trusted or depended on.  From the top:

One cannot join the Marines at 16.  At 17 Oswald required and had his mother's permission.  The Marines required that.  And it was well known that he had spent more than "less than a month" in a high school – in New Orleans not Fort Worth.

Oswald received no training in radar at Atsugi.  He was trained and did not need it.

He got his training at the Jacksonville, Florida school where the Marines taught him.  He was then one of five in the Atsugi outfit when he was sent for advanced Radar training to Keesler Field, near Biloxi, Mississippi.

Those alleged "Soviet spy planes" did not exist where Oswald was stationed and Oswald's was an entirely different function, as the commissioned officer under whom he served, testified to the Warren Commission.  Besides that, all of China was between Atsugi and the Soviet Union.  Plus part of the South China Sea.

(Here Furiati has one of her rare source notes and what it refers to, which she clearly does not have and quote, is not related to what she writes in any way.)

It is fiction by that experienced retailer of fiction, Gerald Patrick Hemming ("Gerry to Fruit and Hemming's, that on Oswald's return to the United States and when he was stationed at El Toro, in southern California "he was a friend of Gerry Hemmings," whose name is Hemming, not Hemmings.  (Her footnote on that does not make truth of this fiction of Hemming's.)

At El Toro, Oswald was not "given special treatment" and it is a plain lie to say that there "he learned and practiced Russian with Naval Intelligence."  One of the mysteries is where, when and how Oswald learned the Russian he did learn when he was in a Marine.  There is no record of any of that and the Commission and the FBI could not and did not learn.

There could be no relevance in any training that Oswald might have received as a child when he was in the Civil air Patrol only briefly.  There is no record of any kind of this and none indicating that he then get any kind of training at all.

It is a fiction that David Ferrie was "chief of the "Falcons" and there is no reference to this, which I did get I did get by order of the then attorney general, John Mitchell.

If there was an associated Press "bulletin" of the day of the assassination that "divulged declarations of a lieutenant colonel named Curly," I have never seen it and he did not know what he was talking about, as the Marines' records leave without any question at all.  Oswald did rise "beyond the rank of private" but he was busted after being court martialed.  There is no known officer who said or could have know that Oswald "learned Russian as part of his military training."

If there was a lieutenant colonel named Curly and if he said any such thing to do with the AP, he lie and if he was not Furiati's source, she or someone else made it up.

Furiati's last footnote on this concatenation of phony citations is true to the rest of it: "Naval artillery information was directed by ONI – the Office of Naval Intelligence."

She made this up out of nothing.  There never was any reason to believe it and only someone knowing nothing at all about the ONI could say it.

It likewise is not true that "All that is known about his trip [to Russia] is that he arrived in Moscow on a train from Finland on October 16, 1959" (page 73).  It is known, for example, that Oswald got to Helsinki from England when there was no commercial airplane that could have gotten him there by the time he was there, as the CIA itself told the Commission.

Furiati continues making it up, apparently having little choice if she was to have even as small a book as she does:

After deciding to turn over military secrets Oswald disappeared for several weeks possibly in the custody of the KGB (page 73).

All fiction.

Oswald had no military secrets.  He therefore could not have turned them over.  The KGB, on its part, having learned all it wanted to know about Oswald from its Intourist guide did not bother even to talk to him.  Instead it directed that when his tourist visa expired he leave the country.  When he tried to kill himself the Soviet Red Cross located him in Minsk, where it got him a job and gave him a small subsidy.  Then the KGB at Minsk kept him under surveillance to be sure he was not a spy.  There is not a day Oswald was in the Soviet Union that is not accounted for in one record or another.

Overwhelmed by her own ignorance, Furiati then says:

. . . Had Oswald revealed secrets to the KGB?  What had he told them about the base in Japan?  The radar or radio frequency signals of the passing of the U-2, the "invisible" U.S. spy plane!  Did the Soviets have sufficient instruments for verification?  The fact is that six months after Oswald's arrival in Russia Francis Gary Powers' U-2 was downed in Soviet territory.  Powers was saved and held prisoner in the Soviet Union.  With this incident, the Khrushchev-Eisenhower peace talks fell apart (page 73).

Oswald had no secrets to give the Soviets and the KGB refused even to talk to him.  About that base in Japan, which was a Navy base, it is apparent that the Soviets knew all they wanted to know about it or they would have questioned Oswald rather than refuse to speak to him, believing him to be "unstable."

There are no "radio frequency signals."· The "frequency" refers to the part of the spectrum used.

As Brugioni makes clear in his book, the Soviets knew all it wanted to know, all it needed to know about the U-2.  It was not "invisible" to Soviet radar.  It had full records on those U-2 flights and on that plane.

I doubt that Furiati knew what she was talking about in asking "Did the Soviets have sufficient instruments for verification,"  or what she meant by "verification,"  but it knew all about the U-2 and when it decided to, it was able to do what it wanted to do, as we soon see.  She is grossly ignorant and made up what made no sense at all.

The Soviet downing of that Powers U-2 is dealt at length in the second epilogue to my manuscript, Waketh the Watchman?  Here I repeat that the CIA knew when it sent Powers on that flight, which would have had him cross the entire Soviet Union from Afghanistan to the northern tip of Norway that the Soviets had advanced SA-2 rockets capable of downing the U-2.  Knowing this the CIA routed Powers over where those SA-2 rockets were known to be.  Or, it sent him to get shot down, certain he would die when hit by one of those rockets some seventy thousand feet in the air.  Instead of a hit, there was a near miss and Powers got out and parachuted safely.  He was not "saved."  His chute saved him.  And all the indications are that the CIA intended that flight to end détente that had started between Khruschchev and Eisenhower.

Oswald had nothing to do with it and if the CIA had not intended it, it would never have sent that plane at that time, more would not have on that day, the Soviet Union's National Day, like our Fourth of July.

The CIA then issued a series of palpable false statements each one of which was promptly shown to be false by the USSR.

Before long Furiati is as imaginative and story-telling when she gets to George de Mohrenschildt (the way his name is spelled in the Dallas phone book).

. . . His business was oil; he had an office in Dallas, and both he and his wife were members of the restricted Dallas Petroleum Club.  Two people linked to de Mohrenschildt were George and Herman Brown, who financed the political career of Lyndon Johnson.  Two years earlier in Guatemala, at the time of the training of the brigade for the Bay of Pigs invasion, this spy disguised as an oil magnate (or vice versa) produced a log report complete with photographs for the CIA (pages 74-5).

He was not in the oil business.  He was a geologist.  If he had an office it is not listed in the phone book.  There was nothing "restricted" about the Petroleum Club.  I was a guest there.  There was no known connection between him and the Browns, who were not in need of any geologist in their own business.  He was not in Guatemala for the training of those Cubans who were training for the Bay of Pigs.  He and his wife were on a walking tour of Mexico and they got to Guatemala about the time of that ill-fated invasion.  He was not a spy disguised as an oil magnate, or vice versa, and he did not produce any long report for the CIA, or pictures.  She just made it all up, what she did not take from sources as undependable as she is.  As she did most of what follows:

. . . de Mohrenschidt's mission was to supervise a plot to overthrew Haitian President Papa Doc Duvalier, set for June.  That month de Mohrenschidt was in Haiti.  The relationship between him and Oswald was not considered by the Warren Commission, which argued that it was a curious aspect of Oswald's life.  George de Mohrenschildt committed suicide in 1977, hours after a meeting with an investigator from the House Committee on Assassinations.  Later a CIA agent in Dallas declared that he had asked de Mohrenschildt to keep an eye on Oswald after his return from Russia (page 75).

de Mohrenschildt had no "mission" for the eight months he spent in Haiti.  He was there on a geological deal.  He had nothing to do with the overthrow of that dictator.  Not anything at all!  The Commission did spend some time on what she refers to as "the relationship between him and Oswald," but it was not the kind of relationship she implies.  He and his wife saw the Oswalds mostly when taking help and clothing to Marina, who was always in need because Oswald made so little -- when he worked.

The Commission did not "argue" that this "relationship" was any "curious aspect of Oswald's life," and it wasn't.

de Mohrenshildt did kill himself but it is not at all as Furiati made up.

He had, as a result of all the unusual attention forced on him by an assortment of assassination nuts, including reporters, developed serious psychiatric problems.  He was weak after a long hospitalization, at Parkland hospital, in Dallas.  When he was discharged he went to Florida, where a wealthy friend put him up.  When the then investigative reporter for the Dallas Morning News, Earl Goltz, learned that the House assassins committee and others were getting interested in him all over again, as Goltz told me, he warned them all that de Mohrenschildt would not be able to take it, that he had serious psychological problems and should be left alone.

Goltz's warning was ignored.

But it was not "after a meeting with an investigator from the House Committee on Assassinations" that de Mohrenshildt killed himself.  He had been interviewed by another of that multitude of the uninformed and misinformed, one who had his own and baseless ideas he was trying to make into an exciting book that would advance his own right-wing political views and make him money, Edward Jay Epstein.  He was then working on what, when it finally appeared was mistitled Legend.

After spending the morning being bludgeoned by Epstein, when de Mohrenshildt got back to the Palm Beach mansion in which he was staying he learned that the same Fonzi Furiati uses and names as a source was coming to serve a House committee subpoena on him.  That was what was too much for de Mohrenschildt, as Golz had feared and predicted, and it was before Fonzi could see him, not after a meeting with him, that de Mohrenschildt killed himself.

It is a overt lie for which Furiati has no source for her to say that any "CIA agent in Dallas declared that he had asked de Mohrenschildt to keep an eye on Oswald after his return from Russia."  It likewise is obvious that de Mohrenschildt could hardly do that from Haiti, where he spent the last eight months of Oswald's life.

Having no source, Furiati gives none.  There was and there could be none.  This is her own invention and it is a wretched lie because the poor and abused man did kill himself over such pressures.

Furiati likewise lies with what is also made up, that "with the help of an ex-FBI agent, the real Oswald found work as a second lubricator in the Reilly [correctly spelled, Reily] Coffee Company, but he was never at his job" (page 75).  Oswald worked at the lowest of wages at jobs nobody had to get for him and while he was negligent, it is not true that "he was never on the job."

Furiati continues to make it up:

. . . In July, in the middle of the summer, Oswald began "evangelizing" in the streets of New Orleans, distributing pro-Castro pamphlets stamped with the address of the FPCC -- 54 Camp Street, New Orleans -- located in the same block as the offices of the intelligence community.  On the second floor of this corner building was the then inactive office of the old Cuban Revolutionary Council, the group of leaders of anti-Castro organizations referred to in the second chapter, who were to have been the future provisional government of Cuba after the Bay of Pigs invasion (pages 75-6).

It was not in July.  It began in May.  Only a few of his handbills had that address stamped on them with his hand stamp and it was 544 not 54 Camp Street.  That "intelligence" connection is a fiction  There was no single entity known as "the intelligence community" and across Lafayette was the Post Office Building.  It was also across that other street from Reply's where, briefly, Oswald did work.

On the second floor was room 5, which the Cuban Revolutionary Council (CRC) had rented and had had to give up a year earlier because it could not pay the rent.  Those in the CRC in New Orleans would not have been in the intended provisional government if the Bay of Pigs had succeeded.  The CRC amounted to nothing in New Orleans.

Its last leader in New Orleans to use that simple and inexpensive office was Sergio Arcacha Smith and he had reportedly fled a year before Oswald got to New Orleans to avoid a charge under the Logan Act, which had to do with auto theft.  Furiati says of him:

. . . Sergio Arcacha Smith, one of the members of the CRC, was the head of this New Orleans office, but he had left for Texas a year earlier.  By "coincidence" the same floor housed Guy Banister Associates, whose director used the side entrance (531 Lafayette Street.  Guy Banister was a seasoned agent who began his career in the office of Naval Intelligence. . . .  (page 76).

When Arcacha left New Orleans he went to Florida.  Later, from there he went to Texas.  That office, Room 5, was on the second floor.  Banister's office was on the first floor, not as Furiati says, the same floor as the CRC, the second floor.

It was no "coincidence" that Banister's office was in that building, although from what she wrote Furiati knows nothing about that building and how it was laid out.  Banister arranged for the CRC's office space, from what the building owner told me.  He was Sam Newman.  Banister's office was 531 Lafayette Street.

If Banister had ever been in the ONI, that appears in no record I have seen.  He was a career FBI agent until brain damage caused him to retire from its Chicago office.

As she continues, working in all the names she can and knowing nothing about them:

. . .  Since Operation Mongoose, Banister's office had been a center of arms supply and distribution frequented by a large number of Cuban exiles, Lee Harvey Oswald, Clay Shaw (director of the International Trade Mart) and David Ferrie.43  Banister's unit was part of a line of contraband weapons that characterized the "Louisiana Corridor" (Dallas-New Orleans-Miami), controlled by the Mafia, including Jack Ruby (a Mafia leader from Dallas and the future assassin of Lee Harvey Oswald) and directed in Miami by: Santo Trafficante44 (page 76).

There was no connection of any kind of what she makes up or imagines with Operation Mongoose.  Banister's office was not any such supply center and there were none to be supplied in that area.  There was virtually no Cuban exile political activity there although there were a number of exiles.  There is no reason to believe that Shaw was even in Banister's office and even less than no reason to believe that he had anything to do with or any use for whatever Furiati makes up that she says Banister "distributed" by way of arms.  Shaw was a man of culture and refinement and a community leader.

David Ferrie was in Banister's office often.  Furiati is somewhat imaginative in the unsourced lies she makes up about him for a footnote on this page:

43
Ferrie was involved very early in anti-Castro actions.  He participated in the ill-fated Bay of Pigs invasion and flew planes loaded with bombs on missions paid for by Eladio de Valle, an ex-Cuban parliamentarian linked to Santos Trafficante.  Shortly after the Bay of Pigs he began to work directly with Sergio Arcacha Smith and was subsequently contracted by Guy Banister.  He liked to recite anti-communist slogans for counter-revolutionary groups.

The one thing that can be said  for this is that she spelled the names correctly.  Nothing else in it is correct.  It is all a fabrication to make the book seem to be exciting.  Ferrie was not part of the Bay of Pigs, did not fly planes loaded with bombs, did not work for Arcacha Smith but he was often at Banister's.

Banister, who was a ranking New Orleans police official for some years, was not part of any "corridor" of "contraband weapons,"  and Ruby was far from a "Mafia leader" from Dallas.  He was a push man who had grown up with many of the mob when he was a boy in Chicago.  But, if he had been a "Mafia leader," he would not have been "directed from Miami by Santos Trafficant."  Dallas was Marcello's territory.

On all of this fabrication she has a footnote:

44
Jim Garrison followed a trail that led to the contraband weapons business: a mission conducted by David Ferrie at an air base in Houma, a town in Southern Louisiana.  The men entered an explosives depot of the Schlumberger Corporation, and took munitions which were then taken to New Orleans.  Schlumberger was a large French company which served petroleum producers all over the world and which had supported the OAS (Secret Army Organization), a French counter-revolutionary body supported by the CIA.  Clay Shaw, as well as being the director of the International Market of New Orleans was also the director of Permindex, which financed the opposition created by the OAS to the independence of Algeria.

Houma is deep in the delta, close to the Gulf of Mexico coast, southwest of New Orleans.  But Garrison was never on the trail of those explosives that were stolen from Schlumberger before his day in the assassination industry.  Ferrie had no such business, was never  accused of it.  Garrison did not have any such notion, and again, it appears that Furiati just made this up.

For all the world as though she knew what she was talking about and not just making it up:

Where were these arms going?  To the camp at Lake Pontchartrain, near New Orleans, where the International Anti-Communist Brigades and the Interpen installed their bases patterned on those they had in Florida, financed by groups of ultra-conservatives and by the Mafia itself.  At the camp, under the direction of Frank Sturgis and Gerry Hemmings, marksmen practiced and were trained in paramilitary operations.  The majority of them were Cubans belonging to counterrevolutionary groups such as the DRE, the M-30-11 (November 30 Movement), and principally Orlando Bosch's MIRR, already mentioned in the preceding pages.  There was also a group of former U.S. pilots and soldiers, including Oswald. David Ferrie was one of the instructors.

In mid-963, Frank Sturgis' brigade launched new attacks on oil refineries near Havana from the base at Lake Pontchartrain, as well as assaults on Soviet ships such as those which occurred at the time of the Missile Crisis.  In spite of presidential determination to close the training camps, Lake Pontchartrain continued to be treated leniently by police inspectors.  In August they finally received a visit from the police and the FBI who confiscated their weapons and explosives.  This information appears on the first page of the Times-Picayune newspaper on August 1, 1963: "Hideaway for bomb materials discovered.  . . .  More than a ton of dynamite, bombs 90 cm in size, napalm and other materials were confiscated Wednesday by agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, while an investigation was being held on the intent to carry out a military operation against a country with which the United States maintains peaceful relations" (pages 77-8).

It is not known where what was stolen at Houma wound up but the story about "the" camp that was not "at Lake Ponchartrain" is known.  I was there, at two of them, and they were not "camps."  They were private residences of which I have pictures.

There was no connection with any of the organizations Furiati names or those persons, none of any kind, and there was no connection of any kind with any other "camp" or with the Mafia.

Neither Sturgis nor Hemming, without that "s," was there and there was no connection with either of them, not of any kind, no matter how remote.  There was no practice, no arms, no training.  They were part of scams.  There were very few Cubans involved and there was no DRE connection.  In fact, there was only one member of the DRE in the New Orleans area, Carlos Bringuier.

All these names, all these organizations Furiati uses, are fiction.  There is no truth in what she wrote, there is not even a reason to suspect any of what she made up.  But if she had not written this from the profundity of her ignorance, there is a Mafia "connection" that does exist that she could have made seem real.

At those two so-called camps there were no weapons and thus none of the "marksmen" could practice other than with something-like broomsticks.

Ferrie was never reported at either of the camps and there is no reason even to suspect that he was at either.  All of this is Furiati fiction.  Particularly false is that line of hers about that Sturgis attack on the Havana oil refinery "from the base at Lake Pontchartrain."

If anyone had ever seen them, how utterly ludicrous this is!

Two private homes called "camps," and both far from the water.

It is still another Furiati fiction, entirely made up, with no basis for it at all, that "in spite of Presidential determination to close the training camps, Lake Pontchartrain continued to be treated leniently by police inspectors.  In August they finally received a visit from the police and the FBI who confiscated their weapons . . ."

There was nothing at or near the lake to justify police inspection until the end of July.  My source is the man who lived next door who reported what he saw for the reason that will be clear.

Some of those Cubans arranged to be able to use a small bungalow owned by Mike McLaney.  He had been involved in Mafia gambling in Cuba.  It is through him that as she made all of this up out of nothing at all that Furiati could have made up that Mafia connection that does not exist.

What those Cubans brought in, including visible explosives, was in an open U-Haul trailer.  So, the neighbors could and did see it.

That particular place was off the inland side of the road from Slidell to Mandeville, the side away from the lake.  There was a small development there, with roads at right angles to that main road.  Apparently McLaney had not been there for a while because there was considerable cleaning up to do.  Those Cubans raked up the trash, the dead leaves, grass, weeds and set them afire to get rid of them.  It was when fire approached the house in which the neighbor who was my source saw them store all that stuff that could go boom! that he got scared and phoned the sheriff.  The sheriff told the FBI and that all happened July 30 or 31, I've forgotten which.

Nothing left there other than in FBI possession.

The other camp was not far away, on a shell road off the main road, and it was under Rudolph Richard Davis.  He said he was keeping those men, about twenty or fewer there, before sending them to a mining operation in Guatemala.  Whatever the reason, his "camp" was a scam and I have a first-person account from the young woman, who then was Davis' girl friend, of her wild ride with him to warn those men to get out or get caught.  That warning was caused by the raid at the McLaney property, Davis later told me.

Or, what Furiati has is again what she made up, without any basis for it.  There was no "camp" there that could have served as any kind of a base for other than a scan used to raise money supposedly to free Cuba, but pocketed.  The news stories to which Furiati refers makes no mention of "details" of "training camps" and they were not training camps of any kind.

The reference to Rich Lauchli is to something else entirely.  He was the leader of the single defunct native Nazi outfit that called itself The Minutemen.  They did have a camp not nearby, where there were real rifles and they did shoot them, but they had no connection of any kind with those two Cuban pretended camps, those two small houses of which I have pictures.

Then Furiati garbles some actual information:

After the Kennedy assassination and in possession of literature that Oswald had distributed in the streets, U.S. Secret Service agents went to the address of the FPCC to find out if the suspect Oswald had worked there.  The office was closed, but an ex-accountant revealed to them that the owners were Cubans members of organizations known as the Crusade for Free Cuba Committee and the Cuban Revolutionary Council, and that Sergio Arcacha Smith was authorized to sign checks for both organizations. (page 79).

But ignorance and fabrication make of garbling a lesser evil.

There was no FPCC address in New Orleans.  There was no FPCC in New Orleans.

There was only Oswald pretending that he was what he was not, the FPCC.

There not being any FPCC there, there was no closed FPCC office!

There was no membership of the Crusade to Free Cuba."  It was formed by the advertising man, Ronnie Caire, who was also an FBI informer, and Arcacha but, as stated above, that was after the CRC folded up and before Arcacha fled to Florida.

Although the Crusade, as it was called, had no office at 544 Camp Street, it solicited funds to be sent to it at that address and that mail was reportedly picked up by Arcacha.  He could do that because the mail for the offices above the first floor was left in a wicker basket at the bottom of the stairs.  Caire claimed the Crusade cost him money and that it raised none that he saw.

There were many Banister fictions some of which, according to what Garrison told me from rivalry between Delphine Roberts, who had been Banister's secretary and, Garrison said, mistress, and Banister's wife as they fought for possession of his files of the far extreme right.  Roberts refused to talk to Garrison until she lost out to the wife and then she made up all sorts of things that continue to be retailed and enlarged upon.  But there was no Oswald/Banister connection.

It is an obvious lie that the handbills that Oswald had were "printed in the office" Banister had (page 79).  Not only do the Commission's records establish that they were printed by the Jones Printing Company but I interviewed Douglas Jones twice and his assistant, Myra Silver, and there is no question about it.  Jones printed it.

All sorts of Furiati fiction follow and refuting all of it would make the task unending.  However, the utter ridiculousness of one of the next items Furiati has makes it worth mentioning.  It is that Oswald, who never made a dollar and a half an hour when he worked, offered the DRE's Jose Antonio Lanuza, who is allegedly quoted it, the ten thousand dollars! (page 79).

In the Furiati mythology what she refers to as "The DRE episode began August 5, 1963, when Oswald went to meet with Carlos Bringuier, the DRE leader in New Orleans."  That he was when he was the only one there, so he led himself, only.

Oswald and he had never met.  Oswald had his own purposes in going to Bringuier's store.

It is a plain lie that Bringuier "promised to pay" Oswald for training Cubans to fight Castro.  It did not happen.  Bringuier's story is that he did not even trust Oswald, who did more than give Bringuier his Marines handbook.  Oswald could hardly train guerillas with what he learned in radar schools!

Bringuier, who also said the date of that Oswald visit was August 2, picked those days because they let him claim that the raid across the lake made him careful and concerned him, and that was the end of July.  However as the Warren Commission records establish, two high school boys were in the Bringuier's  store when Oswald was and they talked to him.  One was Philip Geraci III.  I interviewed him, his mother and his father.  His mother had her own way of establishing the date as other than August.  She had a dental appointment in downtown New Orleans as soon as school was over for the summer and she drove the boys down.  They wanted a little bit to add to their Civil Air Patrol uniforms.

Philip had been to Bringuier's quite a few times, not the one time of the official account.  He sold DRE free-Cuba bonds at fifty cents each for Bringuier.  Philip was able to establish the date as well before August, in May or June, by a receipt Bringuier gave him in June for the bonds he sold.  It is in Bringuier's handwriting and Philip gave it to me when I interviewed him.  The mother was with him and it was, at my suggestion, with the family lawyer present.

The rest of the Furiati mishmash is not worth bothering with other than to note that with the CRC long dead, dead before Oswald got to New Orleans, Furiati refers to Manuel Gil as "head of public relations for the Cuban Revolutionary Counsel" that did not exist!

(When I interviewed Gil, who was then working at the Ochsner hospital, he told me nothing like this, of course.)

This is followed by another fabrication, that "Oswald had already completed his role" so "he took some money from the DRE and disappeared: (page 80).

Total fabrication, with no basis of any kind other than Furiati's literary need.

When Furiati garbles the Silva Odio story she has Lucille Connell who had been Odio's friend, as "an FBI informant,"  which she was not (page 82).  The rest is so unreal it would waste much time and space to try to straighten it out and there is no need to with all that is established as fictional in this book.

As Furiati plods to the Mexico City part of the Oswald story, she does have what she probably got and got twisted from the Cuban file, the correct name of the Soviet consular official to whom Oswald spoke.  He had been sent there by the Cuban Consulate when he sought a Cuban visa, saying he wanted to go to Cuba en route to Russia.  The Cubans told him he needed a Soviet visa for that.  The CIA belatedly gives the name of the man Oswald spoke to as Yatskov.  Furiati has it as Isakov" (page 83).  (Before the CIA acknowledged this correct name it got the government off and running on the fiction that Oswald met with one Kostikov who the CIA said was a professional assassin.  There are those for whom this myth lingers.)

Furiati refers to what she describes as "A Note from FBI Director, J. Edgar Hoover, dated November 23, 1963" but she does not mention Hoover's purpose of the "note."  It was, in fact, a six-page single-spaced letter to the head of the Secret Service, James Rowley (page 84).  She then makes up a quote of Hoover's

. . . "The CIA notified us that on October 1, a very sensitive source [which in the language of espionage means a tape recording] reported on an individual identified as Lee Oswald  making contact with the Soviet Embassy in Mexico.  Special agents from this bureau who interrogated Oswald in Dallas looked at photographs of the individual referred to earlier and listened to recordings of his voice.  These special agents are of the opinion that the individual in question was not Lee Harvey Oswald (pages 84-5).

The last part is a correct quotation.

(It is not true that "a very sensitive source" is necessarily, "in the language of espionage," only "a tape recording."  It means literally, what the person using those words regards as "a very sensitive source," of which there are many.)

What happened is that once Oswald was called the killer of the policeman J. D. Tippit and before he was charged as the assassin, the CIA in Mexico City gave the picture and a tape recording of Oswald as he spoke to the guard at the Soviet Embassy to the FBI in Mexico City.  It flew both up in the Navy attaché's plane and the picture was examined and the tape listened to by Dallas agents.  Hoover's letter did not say whether it was from the picture or the tape that they decided it was not Oswald but the picture was not Oswald.

(The Mexico City FBI agent who flew that information to Dallas was Eldon Rudd.  He was later a Republican Congressman for a single term.  The Navy plane, a C-47, had the number 50752.  Dallas FBI agent Wallace Heitman met Rudd at Love Field, where the plane landed at 2:47 A.M., November 23.  It had been expected earlier.  This and additional information is contained in Dallas FBI records 89-43-103 and 104.  They were disclosed to me in C.A. 78-0322).

Then with nothing omitted, this follows:

. . .  Did the officials of this bureau know that according to Jim Garrison's investigations, Lee Harvey Oswald was FBI Agent No. 179?  In reference to this affair, the Cuban State Security Department confirmed that the CIA had installed itself in a home facing their embassy and that the Cubans themselves had photographed a CIA agent pointing a camera a the diplomatic building; that microphones were installed in the Cuba chancellery (page 85).

There was no Garrison investigation that established Oswald had been an "FBI Agent No. 179."  HE was not supposed to be an agent anyway.  He was supposed to be an informer with that number.

Which he wasn't

That number was made up by Lonnie Hudkins, a reporter who later became a friend of mine.  He told me he made that number up to throw the FBI off the trail because it was bugging and wiretapping him and other reporters.

That is not part of any FBI numbering system of informers.  It uses at the beginning the two letters that represent the FBI office, then an arbitrary number and that is followed by a letter or letters identifying the kind of informer.

Actually the number Hudkins had was more like a CIA number.

The Commission never called him as a witness but it did take secret testimony from the Texas Court of Inquiry which had, belatedly, gotten that Oswald rumor.  The Commission saw to it that its court reporter would not be there but the Commission's general counsel J. Lee Rankin, wrote a memo on it.  I got that memo from the Archives in 1966.  In it Rankin states what was not ever mentioned again by him or by the Commission, that the number was 110, 669.

The Cuban State Security Department may have "confirmed" that a "CIA agent" was "in a house facing their embassy" and that the "CIA [was] pointing" the camera but it was false.  The CIA had an automatic camera there, with nobody present to tend it, and it worked, the CIA itself says, only intermittently.  That is also the CIA's explanation for having the picture it said was of Oswald when it obviously was not, camera malfunction.  The CIA has disclosed communications between its Mexico City station and headquarters in which replacement of the defective camera was requested.)

More Mexico City myths follow and here are addressed.

She then has what she says is a newspaper story I do not remember seeing and could not have any basis of fact:

November 22 (UPI) – "Oswald was captured during an exchange of gunfire where he was hiding in a movie theater. . . .  Police said that Oswald worked in the Texas School Book Depository. . . ."  After his frustrated pilgrimage in search of a visa, Oswald returned to Dallas on October 4.  The following day he went to Jack Ruby's night club; he needed money.  Ruby said that he had to wait until the "job" was finished.  Oswald rented a room in Dallas under the pseudonym of O. H. Lee.  He got a job in the Texas School Book Depository through Ruth Paine, who had taken care of Marina Oswald.  Ruth and her husband Michael Paine were "classified": they were agents of the CIA.  When he was detained Oswald told the press "They arrested me because I lived in the USSR. . . .  I am a patsy."  Interrogated, Marina said that Oswald was psychotic and violent Oswald was assassinated by Jack Ruby in front of 70 policemen and the television cameras.  There would never be a trial (page 88).

That Furiati uses this, reflects how factually ignorant she was, before she started writing this book and afterward.

There not only was no "exchange of gunfire," there was not a single gun fired when Oswald was arrested.

Oswald not only never went to Ruby for money, there is no reason to believe he ever saw Ruby.

I am confident that fiction of "Wait until the job was finished" was not in any newspaper story.

Oswald did not get his Texas School Book Depository job "through Ruth Paine."  She had no influence there.  All she did was tell Oswald that someone else had just gotten a job there.  Oswald made a good impression, as Roy Truly, the manager, testified, and for that reason and that reason only he hired Oswald.

That the Paines "were agents of the CIA" is a Furiati fabrication.  And, neither they nor the records about them are "classified," another Furiati invention.

What Oswald told the reporters in the brief opportunity he had to speak to them did not include, from the tape recording made then, "They arrested me because I lived in the USSR."  Because I do not know of this fabrication having been used elsewhere.  It appears to be another of the endless Furiati fabrications by which she sought to make her ignorant book more exciting.

Furiati rehashes what she has been saying, real and mostly unreal, concluding, with no evidence at all, that Oswald was "associated" with "the intelligence community: (page 89) and her chapter ends.

She titled this chapter "Mysteries in the Cards."  Those "cards" are a stacked deck and she did the stacking.
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