ku,rtz was f,_r from my ;mind idhen, z:it_': force and distress, in tiqfirst days of year 2,000.

(;Ikurned as unprofessionally as lie could, iniaiy belief. 2 314 heY‑P ~ ~~w~.~.~~~~ars~.

/~'y dear and cherished~rien~.1~a"irid . drone, only rscently retired as a ‑0'

 rofessor of history at the university o " 'ibis C r~ i ;‑6't vens `oint, had

written a fine book on the importance o , ie apx i7.ra,~L`he realities

rather than the im:umerablc mythologies about it. As he finished each chapter

he sent me a copy for rue to read and make sugZesti=s about, if 1 had any.

:Uwve submitted it t+he "O Kansas University Press and "sas had asked for

peer reviews. ‑t sent A em to Date. Une asked for anonymity, which is offered

just about always and tUo other was x‑urtz, who did not request anonymity. To

1~‑urtzanyone who dc‑es not regard Kurtz as t~e king .,;f assassina‑tion critics

 ~1 ,~,~

wi1en i7? fact he is a mytholog,1zer is n^O good . s suppose peer

 G

review was cleverly (and unfactually) de:;ijned to scare tie hell out of the ethIE,

press's . D‑‑ople. At several points wier : i t u;_s no ttrue, among o:‑‑her tricks

.'Jiththe same intention, hL12"t3 SU,~~r"eoted that a libel sui‑‑6 was liiiely.

Successfully defenders ailibel suit can cost a publi::hc‑.r ever so much more thwi a succ ss% ful book b‑il the ‑.i•uktz suo,;e;stion was

~V r`.cW 0 .. j#: .‑., a,., ‑,Ms a ~"', ‑ r

 a ssa.0 a was Ia cor=2ect truthful, which elite.‑sates

,~ ~ytb‑I~'~ ~&t.~, ^n~vi~LCf~, , libels ,~ee~aen.;.7e uac, elyuc.w i~‑urtz cl;‑‑arly intende;.~ it to have.

Kurtz,0 ‑aEt ,ao.,3t powerful criticism of the f.I.iie ~Wrone a_nuscript is

taat he drew oPA r:., work too much. •‑,c: added to t1at that is false, that Lay

 (/ f/iA* L‑U

wor.: t‑.as ove•;‑loaded ~;ith error, all z:iy ‑books, to i:LXtz six, 4U.cr ', not all

of t,:em.

 As~~or‑D ta sub'eipt‑matter ex‑grt Could perceive, J? his sup_)osed

uZ.L~~3^2'iF‑‑‑‑.iJe ‑~ ~' ‑ ‑ wi nt n‑r., wwz„.

"review," Kurtz gave * his uninfoa‑red opinion as unquestionable fact. How

unfactual it i:: will be mo=.C than ap,Jarento

 vas surprisou t_iat, u‑.cause of G pr~;essiont).l controversy before them

that the ‑Kurtz who boasts of hi rofessionalisji would so depart

from tree respected tlrudition and accey?t the assignment to _,rovine a critical

review of the Wrone book in which he indulged both his lack of sulvj•et‑matter

knowledge, which~Flll be ap,,)arent, and his per:ional feelings for a clear and

entirely ':::proper objective, # to keo‑a kXansas from publisldng the 'drone book.

Tn that controversy zhe effect( )f the ;urtz positav_n was tt‑at _nly one i View of tl_e assassinatio :of freaid,nt r~ennedy, that which ~pected from l‑laxk Lane, Y;puld be heard by the historians at the annual convention of

~he Southern Historical Association. That convention ;Jas in New Urleans, Kurtz's

It was pretty clear that hdstroy was not 3.n the front of his mind,

As he a::de up Zhat was not assassination fact, which he did when he found that had an ap,)ecl‑~ to his audiences, particularly undergraduatT6, ho was soon sayiag what 'he lmew would be ap;Yoqling'wi shout regard for the fact.

1.f ‑ "that, at the very least 5 :should have let the Kansas Un wersity tress r~ ,/ CIO

know t_xa‑t he might by some not be considered impartial / th:;t inci dc:n .

turf.

w1114111~‑‑ ,aye' rei: .what j~zr tz did not :ozo.r3i thurtz's / expressi ons on the

subject could not know. Lane's first book was a smash hit that he e )ropaeandized

with rcma~able skill. I the ~  course of developing that talent Lane

n Iy,4i

had a zotten fartliur and farthur yc .away from the assassination fact. ~us next

book, 8 L;iti.zen's Dissent, was inaccurate and unfactual..Tt was a Lane

pVo:mtion, as though ~ ; was the sL~me as selling his book on the t.;lk shows.

I :Tad written a book‑length comentary/analysis ae of that book ~~aed~a

u,'

as a record for hostury ,al and Virone had read it. So; he wanted someone who

f _ ,

had a di'falrent ., a raor:: factual, LiU_"e professional. vies: also e e

4t first Kurtz opposed that azd then lie compromised ‑ on a c6ll egE: boy ~‑I ~rcviuthat ‑p_josite view.

u3 ..'TLS 1'.Dward A.iOffi_an, an ecc ptlm:ally bright young man whose 2resumed Guild had no theories of any kind in it.

But, when Lane 1::vxned that the‑e wo,‑!ld be someone who wot_ad also speak and who lwould say othei° than he would say, Lane just did not show u7:

'That eras a slap in l:urtz's:face, under tlu: circuzstm_ces an insult to

hi.m. ~~,,2~ht

but her;ause of ihat ontroversyo‑,Uc.;: was wit:flUrone, Kurtz shod have c^~r‑trt‑L''~ !a'.‑'LL.¢~lttlh'rl rdisqualified :ucis(;lf iwom any ,k;Qr revie‑u of L;ly ~i ~; r~rle wr,,te.

:lone of this is intended as c=ticism of tire Kansas dPiversit Press. history kf_.th Kurtz a colie:O,rerTrofessor and the author of a book he was, so far as it 4nsas lmew, well suited for 4 peer review. Or:i:‑;arily there was nc way i n which 4::nsas could icrm: that. Kurtz and Wrone had had their professional C‑entroversy and t::.ere also was no iiay of t:_eir knowing the ,W‑ truth about the kur tx ‑!t book, as to a debre<; it i:; set forth her uin.

When i4rone told ize about the nature of t.1‑.e peer rev__ews, co,,oie‑.‑ of hich

X" r‑t' z'0

lu oef‑n sent =:irn, 1 x::keim to s::na roe cop* ec•, _hicii he did.‑hor ly

speak fox‑ 1;''‑Self.

UrUversity

T suggesTod t) Wrone that he ask the Xansas,‑Fress to ask r~urtz to

jprovi rle all the cr•ftm iidstal. z ‑or had found in all my books ~ecz:use he ‑6L /

sod he found many in all the books) and to provide i, al~at proof that what hr; picked out was r4stc‑kes. I2'Ma"unsas ,J did and Ku(tz's reply was that he did of have xe for that, ‑as he d taken the brae to keep the book fror:i

‑uwc A'a.~. , h.~o~‑..  t `'G

e " pup zshed , ut he did pent a few, al:L frord my first ~bo JN~ misrepresentec

~,JC I

some Ad eras a little orec t n lv.s complaint about one. ‑  o

tell the prospcctiv:: blisher that the~'one i6'lsflke t:~at lmed ire

found, uhicr is 1,.o t lik::ly, is that 1 :gad given .he t:.ronf; number of road

stripes on i;ln 61C eef J~C‑Lie `i'aai), from the of.L"icial picture in the

6N, ;:videnc,j~triat 1‑ w irote‑iaq~R, 7‑‑ ;:or_ect bec.: use: the picture was

\1  auli7

taken in c3u<:il a wqy t_iat on;: of thos a roadsripe:~ did not sho~r. lriat was in .:he firs‑ boo<: on the subjoct and it was co:rplated only five months

'ter the "epor t ;ras r ..leases:, only three months after the ap,)eil,‑'‑,,,d twenty‑six volumes ::erc publi:3heu.

What Ku‑ tz‑‑a7;E‑‑al so `di C: not tel‑I L:‑‑nsas .2 .s that i n :VI n4t, bo . k, which was pubAsh(:d a:for,‑ :.ha and oz 156u, ::'TAT print‑ed two surveyors plots of ;;i:ct stree‑t~ W‑gh included the road stripes. 'he street had been resurfaced shortl‑ ester the assassi:iati=, eliminatinaccess t:) ‑‑ry evidonc., it hL:ld, including irr those road stripe. 1 published those plats which shoAw where,,pOf :itripes were fe"e theassassination •aq after it.

Because Kurtz had m„r second book and includes it in his bibliogr‑ydW, 1 r‑Cgarded th,;s criticism as d::,shonest~while i t is technically cor~‑°ec t. It was

0 justified by the realities and it is not tie only rn.stake T made in

(accurate uses of tae official evidence, ,s :.imes in facsimile.

Whun )".urtz refused to his criticisms and particularly Ioul

not ~'of ne aid of MY, aor1>, ‑ t addo ss his errors, "i.s pr:: judices, ibis 4~

~'14vK V‑A C',W i~ .

ignorance ' his unpro=essionalisq Li III ~at would be available as a record

for our r history, , a boo:: long t J al l~Cf ~~; 6J ,~/1'L~ h

It was also a ,:;,ajor change to shift from writing that was based untirely

on the official fact of the assassination to commentaries on the no:i‑fact in which the assassination was comercialzed in varuous ways by t:ose whose

books depended on non‑dfaet or cee corruption of the :)roven fact. 1

Of which, including this, the number, book‑lenLth or longer, is now

about thirty. ~ M" Xpe 0' 1\.Cw'® Jl n r'' ~Gt .

iw‑iking this radical change in what I wrote about the assassinz~tion ‑and

its invettigatiohs was forced on me, if I was to continue worrdng on them, by serious he.lth problens.Aside from a nu:.,bor of less serious problems, like GiAante tw ar‑ eye and~io th F‑ prostate, I have a plastic r:33placement implanted in my left thigh , to replace the natural artery, which was clogged. That was follovaed by two emergency operations, the secon4 'P of which I was not expected

to survivc , to eli::.:‑_:iate further clogging there. T1len I had a triple heart

While I. .l 0 w s not e:~.x:ct d to .  v0 further

bypass. rd~ it was successoful, ? a~so further lirdted what i t was safe for rile to do./four years b_for:~ t~:is writing I had congestive heart fa_'Liure twice. The local hospital, which again did not expect me to survive the second attac:, s‑nt ::e to the johns rio~zkins Hospital in Baltinore in the hope they would ire able to f ‑‑gure out <‑:hut could not be locall~,I then was kept at John ‑Uo_1cns for most four tries as long as for that heart operation.

:eoLxuZ.ng .,.,ith that ho;rt operation it beco...e more and more risky fo‑r :;ie

to go to the baseuent were most of ray rocords are. I decided to stop doLig that

when ‑= fell kfrom the stairs p several ti=: res and, as had hapi?ened away from

home, ~. could not get up without assistance.

In the basement was Vwhat "urtz claimed. he used in the library at his college, to which he credits it, when he and his college did not even get all of it, Professional fiat riurtz clams he is, he has nothing about that long and costly

rpn Suu.ch he uses some of it sued ,,

litigation in his ‑cool/or in 1Ls peer review. 11‑To mention of what was‑ ma6d for,

which agencies ,4ere sued, row long that litigation has ted,xmi what precedents

if any that ligition set and .:hat other influences it had. Jut it was an unpleasant

ti._‑:e when y had that third of a :pillion once‑withheld pages aid had no access

to til :'::1 81.1(1 'Iaad t‑ discoa tin ue what I w~::; d. in 4~, th:: with them to L1ak%.;' that

great mass of jucabled‑up info=atioi ,::ore acces‑ible t.; others in the future. 2 ( A

It was when : was revielring the records ire on:. of those :many r`u" lav;su=is

,. my and unused

that T was really bugged about unique/credentials/un‑Kursi.an but real

nonetheless , toLether with the ‑probability thatnobody :‑culd go‑her as l on .

LW Jr

iou incoiie as 1 na. o do the gory n laws s an on 1~‑€e~obtained

by them.

One of th: earliest of those lawsuits, lawsubts in which 7. exposed

1

official, particularly PJl dishonest contributed tu ti!e amending of the 1 9 7 V Freedom of Information Act. it vas cited on the floor of the Senate, with the Senator who wt‑ey4ws.nted ;;o :rake the legislative history clear and without question, the last of the original Kennedy brothers, the former President's youngest brother, Senator .2dward :i. ‑ennedj. ~'Oo~naTes sional record., 1,isy 30,1 j74, page S 3336,at Cached as Exhibit 1:l

she first lawsuit filed undrirtha t amended act teas t;iy Civil Acti _:n (Cb)

M, 4 Lf' ~~h<. ~~s'  ~t ~l~e ~u nyh>"t

15‑226~rE t and long before anyone else dared do it, 1 put riyself under

r‑‑‑ L

oa th .‑'..nstt ad oft t;adr pro tee ti.or_ j.r? a lawy er ' pl ead.L~an accused the

fbi lllperjury. IIad *1 not been truth.°al or incorrect, the r'SI and the Department

of Justice could 1i_.ve charged me wit:: ‑)er.‑Jury.

I was truthful and i was correct and as a matter of law rather t11‑n of the governimnt got away with a nonresponsive. response ,t:~a t "zr ~s not

t. ;M A4t44'WV~ r w; r W/ AMP/

in a~:y real sense ‑:v,.‑,y kind of k4€ers.~

'L rLxat nonrep y t1"‑t the judge accepted as a reply ;and as a real defense ;hen it was th..: o_pfo_it~owas included in

f~

‑t1hat is called an Opposition in that lawsuit.. The relevant part, at the bottom of paip >, ak7.nino mention of LT p‑~rjury charge:, isays that I "could make such claiias ad infi~itim Unce he is ae:rhaps more familiar with ::vents surrounding the investigation of President l~e:aiedy's assassinat:Lon than anyone nor employed by the r'3I:'

The FBI its$4 told :;~.: federal di ;3trict court that 1 1e.ow more about the

assassination ~:nd its investigations tin anyone employed by the P‑il. 4hetaer or not tile P31 Lieant it, those are uri;;ie ciedetial s I was deeply trouble that, l,no:rirg more tha~i ''‑he ~B_1 said was known by anyone 1,rorling for it, I was not using that record so th,a 2:opie in tile future might lyiova more about tiat crime

was

thz;n * public knowledge then .

The retUlzing to cork: to understand what could still do was triggered

,wc ( a~,~ etfi f in .

by ti:ose three pages of‑taatlf I fill i~nen used them as an exhibit in

otherlawsuit against it. lt'hat told me what I should have th.vugha Of mx~rself

I

was the professionally unprofessional rlssrapres‑ntation of the autopsy and of

what was learned in that sutopsy by the Journal of the :a_lerican "ledicU Association.

,~ g h .. ,c' vE_2 ~‑ 1 N ,

ll,‑~Chat wori: in 19y3‑and finished the' m2.nu:ript oaAy the Hex year. Tt ~~I~'S

was lmblisheu by accid;::L:t. I did not e: ypect it to to Published w1fn :i wrote it. Go _;Ut ~ what 1 did then and did again in Case .. .en, v:hicl 1s about a fifth of what ‑i wrote abut Gernld Posner anti :~s rdstitlc:d and: .:‑ r~;seeional dishonestly ..".dstitled qe L10$3C. is ;1i.:; Contrive;: CL'i ticiwls of t11e .rove book 1'•urtz successfully undertUOk

wVh p G~ `K ~' ,Q f

t0 iI:i;=;iltell t'Le ; O:~pective _ :hnl:Ls11e:' by"  Daaeless tixea t of libel SU:Lt:S

at‑~aizs t 1. ',~'i. ''Al';le truth is not libel axed ~urtz i:lc:iudeu no thing t‑la v cuuld

be ta‑:en as disproof of t;:a t ‑rono said, not vi.at "urtz sug;_ested tl‑lat it said.

i'osner, who is „ 1 amye‑=' and i.raosc: bo.:;k was dub?=shed by tae largest bo4.‑pu'D​

lishinfconglorle.rate in ld,e c_,mltry, i‑12' staff ,)f e__xulsive 1L,‑::ye‑ry; was alld

has remained rlute ..hen i'.1 ease v wn ‑!' r_ferred tC) 'him as a liar axed as a pl agizar‑ist.

If either was ..were not true, it ;:ou=d nav‑ 41pcn libel.

t Instead of f‑‑link a lawsuit a_~airlst ri::, Posne:: eliminated t.pe 6‑rossestof

ht,o ,,

vtq

iris _ L)1a, iaxt srls t~ the ` ,)a per,5ac; r uriL_ t , along :jith Ids s to

' GGvs.s~  / ,Yjt4 t'r  icu‑r.~ ~,

iae for t D.; ~:elj 11._ 9ot 11ere,illel:~_d:~;.g three f d; DTs n _l_ un.:;izTerv~ea,acess

~,~, ~., .1

',;o those titiru of a :;llio 1`1 ‑pageo zAi~ al‑._on ;;t:: 4.lso‑unsupervised access

to our copi:::r.

If hertz had a.:y ;^eason to bolieve that :‑mytii.ng in tile :=rode nook eras subject to ally ,:ind or L::auit, Of ah:.c‑i 1i el ‑_ . b~:t one, :1;: sho~jld have offered nogt his u::OU'‑.ified o_p1.llion but, till:" Lii~ a&u ionab1G ilro E, teas a._ons; :~ti. f=ile: proof

t:f..;;.=

it ‑.as act.l.Ollu~lri.

If Kurtz did slot know: wh: ‑.‑her or no l.‑ it :ru 'O actionable, le conf e:_ sed his

b

i,gnoranc, of tile sub„ect ~‑ttey of w:n.Ca he claims t'o be‑44:,aster and the only

co: rlantatur oa it who ‑s a "professional."

.gut the import all,: t_le intant of ~~x~  this ‑:articular Kurtz def,rture

from strict professionalis= was to discouraLe .?uolication of tile j~ r:rone book,

the drone t'~rLw‑h whoa he 1,,ad had that cptltroversy the solution to wAich was embaras‑

sing' t;l ,urtz.

I have not read all cthose t:~. rd of a LL*.llion pages of iji thheld records lwt~ t'h~ ~,~1t;Mlwr~r~'l'vwu. fix 4 Cf

I ob t _.ned oL% that 1: those lawsu:L 3 but‑ of tao:>e~ did road, :‑;here 1 xaievec

/_ ~14? a U11‑C

1 :. ~. ' ' i.'UU.I.i: V ‑ ;1 111 t:31'est t0 ! lE: or t0 Other S 7=t1 S'h,0m I vC'.'ld

dd su~ee, ~: lada dualicates and filc;d t1:;;:~1 ~11 what y refer to as lay "subj'<:ct" file.

In t:~..i file tae ~::cara:3 t:,t a~‑^e f~ie" the qF., riaal nLU hers applied by

,L~ /Vi4W A l ~'~ w~ ~,l~rll wc>t'c r ~a! ~‑~.~ .mc'us

J_. '1 f:'f,  1.

~;i:: ~"'?~7:.: cL:r;s 1 icn ~ae:~,L :~ ~o z:.e~ ‑L)‑ s Cell ~.: ~;.s. v r.IC::,. lne i~ 1;~ al~a

carC1(a. c:al t:CL‑e :,_.C:ol'dS So it, and it t:~.o11‑f.', could rotrieve w1lat in t:lf: ::assixlve'

~,' ZYl1 4LGW'~‑(~uD ~

~2I i' e.L''(.~ file:; 4 scattered, se_paryted by ilu_itlis, even yo.: x3. ~~ ~;,.~ .‑J; ‑6,T t. GlhetU"'CY.S .

1.fl. IhY

thin,~ of I :‑, c"; aim to a s‑oz‑‑‑c6al 11 ox :`e~r‑34 ul‑JI.‑M.

=4‑

S‑ .1 4as 1 aiso hair‑, been a ;;utI 'lanve never used 1~at

, ve‑,2 az 'r  U

`

tuipro=.:ate ‑ys‑::lf or to as~‑ert a syi‑vial _ZLTl(i of aop(:al to publishers, as K ,urtz

d.:;.:: so obviou;;ly. Jithout any sup?ort for What hc: alleges in ilis peer review.

‑~.`~,.wa.~_ s1Y, c~lr~ M,+ Lt Ch's ,

iatenGS bis C=c.'!, tc TJx0feS5lonali&m~ with "proof" of ~'ii.':a.. ~1~ a11‑L'eS. its

.iil l u‑:: seen ill t‑ _s corenatr ‑v oil V:~xtz and on ~l_:.;l book, his unproven word

can D tWzen for no thin: ‑.

It will Mot b;~assi,le f o‑ i.a: to at,acli‑~adbits of a roof or i_. rjany

instanca‑ to provide qlo T:,7‑s referrinr, to tila records I ‑ave L... i:‑‑~nd La t1‑‑is

‑bed'‑use that third of amillion p zes and lauch .,a‑la:xe, al‑I had ill the J‑1SChent

.0'vi

that‑ filled:, 1 w‑i told, a out si xt lull‑ , _ Our‑dratrer file cab r n;as, has 1 reached Its x:rl.:Lu:ent llo::e irle=':i t ..ill be a_ y)e.nL.nent ~,ublic archi.: a on tae assassination Lmd its investiF;atiol:. Eopefully, t.ley will be ::>afer the_~e. tihen was hospi t‑line,‑ .1le first part of 1 ‑‑;;y~) and then 5 :‑'nt ,!r three 1.‑:onths vegi. t‑

gating i.>:Li' i is 1w1led L: nursing ::ome and in fact is not, our hoLlewas entred

,.d i at least t;.ic;:, ry_th minor',amagr~j anal a.D:oerintly tho:ley dose who had no

r interest in 2_l. those record.. The onl,y on_,:i .r klovt are missing a:V' rom

the subject file and they vere taken by tho:3e ,.;ho did not wm:want duplicates n

to be available to o thors. Ba t..ose sntries made me worry about those files and they are no:: where t_ey are locked up anti there can b<: access to then only throuz;h a librarian.

One of Kurtz's false allegations is that :L had said 1 never m#e and :and or mistake and t'.:at Shone r.: petted that. i never said that and ...;hat Wrone

.o~ae= s•zo1,~c~. t. ::hat i did say and is the truth, vr:i.: thCr

ni~x or not ;.lip: :urtz of all thiw badly‑fLjed writing can conveive ,..f its b; ink

tire true::, is that for all % irrot: tAiat was so very critical of tho do:a..ission

~.uld of it.; staff ;n._ cf "c:d,:ral agents anc~ lawyers, not one, ;;oing back three

and a half dec::;es, l‑ias ahonod :)X ‑;1^itten to co:,iplain that 1 ~J3s L2fair or :_n​

ac;,ur;.~te is Aituhat i wro to ab;:ut hit:: or his •.‑'ork.

she truth is, as ‑‑urtz.ows from my White,aa.;h.~i', wli.cii condenses it, that t::e most c:;ns=:::rvatyve *:ombe~Uf thE: Warren ~'OTa;.as`~1Un, Democratic Senator dchard ‑L). w~ussell of Georgia, had a high opinion of rly work and encouraged it

,; cnk,~

until Iuskina day. After his death a wrote aI 1,_pGtiP".Lanuscript of :ten thous‑nd

s or wore titled Senator ilussail.Dissent. T:_e documentation includes, from

the ‑aissell archive at the ~,iiversityof Lieurg.a at itthens, 'wr" t 1 say above Kentucky's tie jublicqri aenator ;~:_d ‑L.,; ~.$s~z~t::. Joaa. Shenaan c;oopx:r,~tate:;ont that the;; never agreed to the :tingle‑bullet theor;; and to a fe‑: othc_‑ thing‑,,, the Uu::imiss_on _‑lielwed.

This is the actual record, not the: 4#C ‑.urtsified ~rt.srepre:~entations that,

in ~. peur review, car: bc do‑gay.  !? 1

Kw r~Z

`' hat _~eer re‑vaeu,, as die, .i .^, book before then, raises t::e most substanial

'T question:: about :.:uxc t ,:at ::urtz' schclaxsrL.p on~L% suoject. The, do raise,, Y(~n'h fZ

s110 u

c' larship que4tions. 3ut they 'ucth rI;;if‑i‑ ‑dictmunts in %;hich to th:)se

wiio khavo tae subj,:ct‑matter lmocilodge :,:urtz does not ref ".ect find tE•x (~

h;

e.v_ng axe lzih opi_ion of hirz~;elf aid his vaork he :::ay feel that paying no

'' ation to ldi s t6 slight him.

$t ~:a. ~ is

As dep? to his :at;h o Eon of',` d work .~' t:ds book arid nor

J

hh‑is peer review, i t is not . Not at all.

a s:iocki.ng' a‑ nu..‑ber of f~‑:c tual errors and misrepresentation, more shocking because ~nrtz is a college iorofe6:;or, and of history to that.

‑It is also schocking to Mind tia‑‑ a history professor who eodam;is others for What lie says its their ccnj=ectuxink~ ~ w.*le say_ag that he does not co21​jecture, turned out a boor that is based oil conjectures, some of them so out​razeous imposswble they raiso ‑rklu(‑~stions of his rationality if not of Ids in abil_ty to Iive ~.a th the record he has Lade for itims::lf on t‑:ds subject in ,:UcI'l ii:, has nothing that is both cor_‑ect and new in all he has done

_he criticisms Kurtz made up of me, as vie see, are criticisms he just made up. ‑ty lie a'' all Ual~f bu oollji~‑C twced out that 1l‑‑ did is not conjecture. It s, of CUursu, j_ssiblo t:lat Xurtz feels t?1e deed t;.J #y)ut doe those ;rho do ilot agree vit: him. as tall as those w o did ilo t ~ave 2Iim in 2_lind in ;.:12_: thing t:, .~:i:rot., or acid on tile subject. 3 ,1A ALPit.(

Ill =:, ;~v,Mt, :~ t _s ~ur t:' hi: ~:>~ _ W_ o raiuo t rlques tioas of actuality,

()f t.:Lti.':.itLI~C:SS c: ?7d of acoU‑cy, of subject‑matter L.Ylovljlod;~e ur of iL,.''1Ur`‑<‑J21ce :~f it 'und ox ,J(issible ulterior pug=noses. ::'cuuso r:"'urtz :ade those mutters as _S~iLIF: 121 .~3.> .921ti‑~'1;J ;,L_J~fee::y./:UII;,l, inaccurate, u:itrutilful and iiiiproper assault" on ;:rove "i':d what lie wrote, i.: u1)ica he iizde major *:Ij assaults 03/ at: ',UIU7~I4 wo'l'ic, :3.z',s.~,.."iE7iatiV21 of s~)::iL Czf what s:.urtz has ill his book wid Li that 1.~.o~j~:Cf.'ully dsilo_iest pe:_r re•riew is ap_;rojpriate‑ilecesst‑:ry Blot t:) lez:.ve his .ashonest as 1:;:11 a> i,lor ntr. r%~cord u.icontcstqd in th'o record of history.

We exuIAn‑olec Lions froi:2 t_rz. text of llis Crigo of ,:h: i;;::tl~ .w.:d

~:e U l 10th that ZJ. to CU_.::‑Yi t on this deer rL)

view.

h::; we have seen, nurtz's1;estuxeN t') re::::irew.,:nts of sviiolars=hip, real.

_it_ subject note.: and eel ir,a u<1 ' n ~is fi ary "~. rev

t y re~:.I. a lti::'.~ly wuleceos~3a_ uo  i~. ~~021

:!k?.'i. ill c:Ii :i':'G' S V ..e tl:::es a::'e .._Ut ta;.: t, 1 ::;. y.'.~bot~l i>',zrtZ S Olttl CLr of iCa tin )f Ls SU b ject‑Iat te= 1t;;aor._a1CU ."u ,:f t_ _,.~ utid.:~X3ndub'? i1 err or .:orat: ;)f id.' .. ;d ).i71~:)'t~ that too ~itC21 th:: ` ,... bas wiqu;~c tio11abl,:: cfact.

_. obvicus "‑,at ‑urtz diA no, ; r::zud all o1 ',;:L ‑e 125,oU ~a‑e.., Uf .:'iii

y~,a_;:. o f w:iic7 lie. boasts so of tun. It is obvi‑;)us that he did iot, in ad(;ii::ion, V‑'ad al I t‑i=‑ boons oil or sup)oSL:dly on or related to 'G'I'LLS Subdect t^Iat .r.. has ir. his 'vs _ len,~;'thy bibliography.

It is obvious tint after his ;:a less that scholarly and less than :=:eard:igf u1 exaui :::ation of w:ia tever he did examin: teat lie says some of the thi‑ids hu doeL; say, what, as we have seen, includes his igorace, after. that 125,,.(0 oav fJ1 lea,.;‑;es .:ere, :.:s he su,,ests, so thorou,,'hly exazniiied he :till known i,:o thn.j at all about ho‑.v t1z:: 231 identi fies and files and refer‑, to

U'lose

rCCUr4S arid to .';Si:.:f did _ts i:;U~Cl•.3, and ile ilas all of that both wroa_:. and~rOS:~l~'' 1Lmor °,,',at.

r ai: Cal t even 'I?rOTJid a zo,)ex or a ._.: !TLinL; L'tLL SOIL: CE.‑' 1'10 :e for ti‑lose

1d‑L i.~ ' J.: i:_t: ~ . w ~U;,~ '! 11 .: he ltpl U r + and

_ y ~‑ ,

;,^J r ' ~.~  't' ..r TOr ?'c'=ei.~ w:2o do not :.rusi. h1ia

ol‑it to chow: hiL' OU46‑0

~?.S Cl_::1.L:Cii source nctw3 f='u~t)CO '1. if 7?e fiia" Set Cut t') i:ziL' 1 t iL:‑

~~os0ibl:" to oaocl. 'r~:h;.> cou'd rot :ave suec:e;)ded b‑tter,  ~a;,

_ . , any: t':~; is

he ~°~'~^~"~'‑ as ~" seric: us" ;. nd of "careful anal tse s‑::c1 sc~'ut‑

no t::'i07to to ..."= a ‑.1.e a schcl~lr~..i ;‑~‑~:+~,r.R~.*

oa:: ;:. ,~,.‑‑ . •,:mg q . my when

sibil szi t i s neither, no t ° n un‑;, sc:nai: or do‑ee.

:ie~e e:,~_._a._~.~io__ as ;;estu.res toward, scnolars:>_i.p secr:i to be all that

is ilU:)ded rc_..t7.Yia t0 tiiat :L'‑4.3.‑GatiU:1 Of SCi701a;4':illd uiSJlay os Subjoc'u‑

ri<:.tter i;.iJL~21~ Laid of 3 devoti‑~ns to :!Co::Ceti~n.. H0"cli:;Ve_', because ta.S

f:.: ‑!so true of his Ul'J.10t;r:'‑__):>~', & weir observations about it ~pagC. 2,6'‑u1;,

1•:: b‑:gins it iii til tiLult lie tiUj.(:S as C. "BixG.ogra‑0:C1!.cal 1_ylAc" °L'e 2U

'::1 it,  alt_:aua :L. s‑ys _ U 4i s not co ....prehelisve do:,yoiwe tile eighteen _pageu of

r'Z  il

1t':: 1:;?1la Ill, 1 t 'eee does include C?11 this I'miLn sources Consulted for t:7:._' S h)ori:.

e ?L:pli::S ill it t:L:.t he has 3.2arc:C~ what 1'l:) refers t0 ao "nwerous S':arks

C

abut tae asassion [that j are wcr til:Less as source iduterials 'o tt_IeV roly on

1. n (64, I J‑4 A / c 1‑ A h4.~

'a~nsa tionaimi ana site: 'ula tion ra nor tlh:xl :.caoiarnsi ' na X26''

l p l_

L

e ". 2ublishcd 2rima‑r~ so urces"~a__es 2u5‑U) aces riot inlude t:lle .:arren

‑o.:ii:iis::ion :port or t. p. en;~e d ~: ::_ty‑site large voluLaes of e;.ilibi ts,

tw;ti:=on~r and other I‑onicO.ssion r::cords.

ices "i~n:~uoli:5he;i i:eh,rt:a" total tree ~pag.:264L ) all taree of which were

n

zuolished.:p ‑',‑‑a,, shoul~‑ be to ‑•urtz's iclouledge is t_l.:t I 1x:r:,ona1A

.;I .published

first tT~,o lie h sts, the first "LLti 111s tit l: ITV y 1J:iil:~ thE,'' Ciui to the SaLte

_  ilk WhI s‑ h ~.

as apijoars oil the :aed‑lcal rc:~ic~r ile cites, ' 1 ios 1‑:or eid‑ j‑ldch, as we

have seon> ;urtz used exteasively, ::uch more that his source notes reflect gild most often as though ‑,chat ilc: go t froL= iazkziazuzzdc rust ~"orteii

ve. /

is hr~_a own ‑::ori;. The first‑ I P.u:1is'_~:~d t~!:: fi ‑:st Kurt z says was ilot pu:c:Lished, ~~wp

Oil p'‑'‑agoz j‑ and ,.ht: :second on ik::E;es 4‑V>‑79.

i UL‑Ag l

.. Umder "i.„;L.:>=_. '•' ~LJaW:~J"(pages 2L)5‑‑6i •=urtz do‑s :::ention the c:oiuaisslon's

eport and t:.':oSe f2 two‑'Uvolum::s ;.jut‑ 3.s ‑(dth all o‑l, IQ'U"tz Idm‑

s:l f rq1Seu questions aJOU t 1‑1‑ow l:li,,ch tiilc.'~ and is tel_ti::11 he E;;..Ve t~ w ha t he

cites ulen tie ?mows so li a ,ae auoui. .. t ~,li:*. .:.uie‑ so .;k~if :ii:Aaica ever: _..n the

basic citil?;of it, ::ere iii: ‑:''4:<':N a gross :.":)_s ttke ?x1 referri lz,; t0 those

t:r.::_.t~;r‑ six volulzs‑t~‑:>=.1:,‑‑=. , i ~.1 error: AG;:ryi~a

i_or ~t11e r'~:i~:.4nt's ~ol.~ iss:o c.,_::_.n trie c,, ,s ss<::‑ss ~lat_,o_ii cd ~esiay:jt rienneuy.

_._.~. _3:._  . _

urdy the first fifteen oz t‑'.ose twenty‑s_X volu:es is i4 t1l:.: ~;olmL_soion's 710'' ~•~,t"

aStimony; as ••urtz should ?z:ow, even though tae Gverlu.l~t ‑.~,rintinE v f ice C.~`' the wrong title oil tuose ten voluiae‑ that ~‑o l.ot o1 '~earln . " al.t z_ u h solie, do i_zclude e::1l.‑bits tLia t "erc: y.,roduced at those 'tlo ~rins.

yn iris "aecollQ<:ry ~)Ource3" kpages 266‑ f l;uxtz displays ai.s inc.sive

judg0n:alt. !L.s "car;~iul a:ialysis of objectiv~o ~ idence" ‑nd the "serious ;~ald

care ul :scrutiny of ‑',;h~: scholar .( bl• iilcl_~Ain.; ail obvzouy~faka booms b tj‑l~.: i're nca COUl‑lt.~rpal't Oittt: ulii by iii: :iiJL'li:~ se‑‑=s LO !1'°.Vf.' intended to 'll•aip IIl'r: u=d.

J‑dat `a`.L".`~i::i book, :ablished with a :,zde‑u,o name 10'r the llonc!lo on that a %‑ames ‑jepburn~ Project, " .... ,.., ‑ , ..*.~ ~` is titled 2areuell_ am(.:rica.A( `ha t ra‑c"er than

acir!‑ so ti';led was retitled t:= tai that title by J11:i ;iarri:j011. Tit:) ,`. _'? L,Ti?lal title

o t‑ _.s fate boo: as jujlisli.:d ia Eusop‑ w_.s y'Aaerigue ~rule,.u.~ric,,~xrlzs.

.)  l

(~ 26s).

o'lie next p

n hartz izlcludes another work, of fictions hugh ~;. A‑:cibnald's :ij~nti~‑ent

.3wlis , 8 r/6'`~uzl alIA ~Km ~~yuf1E 40

'`

`,"lis def.qte his haviilr,., sparate part of his bibliography headed i;?' "'‑Y `''w, ia~ici"io_~ a

Ila, Arl novelsIt on _la) 283.

j,is j(urtz "biblio~apily" is largely his compendium of all the trash

~u published us about she as:;assination. We havc used tikis few srllpl:s as illustrative

1 of Ills carelessnes, his.~?er;ncc: o.Y of &i~o th w.~at‑,_ regard to the col‑action of as:;assLlatian juill. tia t he i__c‑lues in his bibliography, w_l;aher or slot he: .recognized junk as junk ai:d w_e:ther or no‑c housed :. t as a sorce.

r do not‑ ever recall seeing a ui a7 i.o,Traphy of a supposedly serious work oun~;O‑c:dly .:f nonfictio t:L::~,; i_•=clucks, be::ides fiction as a de‑oendable source, 'cloth "i'oetry" kpage ~Ci;)) :.Ind ''lays" ~pa.~es (cS‑t 1).

iiildi:rll_le lecidin'~'', '1'i'~!t~.~V1.S.10=1 1~'~il."ri::_!:~ and JOc‑unentariess" wha :.S co„​Si):1.C%L7(;.L~l,, T~1.S:1~1;~ 7.s ~;1‑.: f‑,~st tai(: =raise serious a.,ld subst'hzltial questions ~. uout tlLWarin,`eport. It iiasiil:o~ity i~:p:rt," by taen ljetrollleuia , s:;.ace then ':)eco:^.e t''oX `_'olevision, and .''..t .:us calJ.eC'l~‑‑:1C: ‑lnorl‑tytZeport'r "Cause the UOI:a~,Ssion CCduIISOIs :.iei'e invited to apiear on i t dud that 1_1vitation.

i~1SU not lit.:u, ',,il ilUVC.=1, _)s.ays a*W JO~:t=y ?~E:j! a<:ccr in,; to tiurtz,

suitable sourc.:s for a supposed wor‑ of nonfiction 2.s the sensationUi

‑y successful '2`V‑ special that was f i r : a=.red in kmiz 1 966 anti led to The "•inority

't W411

*eport, The Alan Burke 611‑tow on ‑.:~‑c:: T was his 5A,&s Lfucs J to 'lave

beeli of a quarter of all hour or soy, actually ran for two hours aild twenty 1:ii:tu4s

/Y~Cw CO

when it i':es air an'‑ when '1 .t S9as 0_i°d '.:. t trot tile highest r,. tLlZ t. t.  station

.1 1 t

\ l n I\' ‑YV .

had ever izotten. . '

Thif. was not sm.taaie for tWrtz, but lie did find r_abloidsd Lord

sources a:ld a:aonl' tile better ‑clown of those supermarket tablois 'lie cites are

f‑Ohe;.t ‑o.~l i~:.,gur_ er a‑ci th:: .t:~_nal‑ '4tl::r (,a 27

.e(

27‑.~U).

tiihetaer eW‑rtz ‑~,et:;ards all t‑Ids ev:4~ltiary trsh as useful and dope ndable in~olmatio n 1 or a serious work of nonfiction by :‑~ plan who boasts that lie :,.3*.VCS

"serious and careful scrutiny" to what he desembes as "oXjcctive evid:::nce" only i~urtz can say.Houever, most who are real scholars would dream of using any :uperma,rlet tabloid ‑as a sourc 02n tV ;cork of sup.:osed nonfietiom. Not them, not poera..‑, and not plays

Of course, wit;‑~out regard to the standards of authentic scholarship, .~wrtz has th. right to wrote whatever h:.: wants to write.And other:a to have

any op' ' on of that they l.:ay .:qnt.

t~ What should be ap.~p:)anent no‑4 is teat there is a substantial question of uhAer, as aO book, x>urtz'sri~e of the lent t 's not akin* to what appeared

` ^

a in tile superl_;arlxt tabloids, is CriLLu‑: of t~.

i (‑entu_~a supermarket tablid in

.he fona of a book?

