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ExSess


Lyndon Johnson used great care and exercised consummate political skill in appointing the members of the Warren Commission.  If, temporarily, his maneuvering was skillful and helped achieve acceptance of the unacceptable Report that issued, it was also a devious, cheap device unworthy of the Presidency or of the function and responsibilities of such a body.  It is, with the passage of time, a self‑accusation and one of the causes of suspicion he is the intended beneficiary of the assassination.

As I have pointed out, it is a rare thing in American politics, where every possible act is designed for partisan political benefit, for any President to appoint any kind of body in which his opposition is in the majority.  With the Warren Commission, Johnson put not merely a majority or anti-administration Republicans on the Commission; he gave all but two of the seven seats to them.  His two Democrats were both from the South, whereas most of that party's vote was in the North, and both were conservative, whereas John Kennedy was not.  Johnson saw to it that no member of the Commission, not a single one, was a political disciple of the murdered President.

Of all these exceptional acts, all those departures from the norm, all the violations of political and moral rectitude, retrospect, the one that, with the passage of times casts most suspicion on Johnson and, aside from his personal characteristics and policies, may today inspire most of his unpopularity, is his placing the former head of the CIA on the commission at all.

Under the tremendous shook of the tragedy, Americans accepted his selection of eminences for the job.  The press, naturally, hailed the conservatism and respectability of the Commission members.  Buts, as time passed and the incredible illogic of everything the Commission did came to be understood, despite the failure of the press to draw it to public attention and its refusal to report it when my colleagues and I so analyzed it, largely through electronic discussion programs, Allen Dulles' presence on the Commission became an accusing finger pointing at Lyndon Johnson.

From almost the moment those bullets cracked in Dallas, there was suspicion of federal and intelligence involvement in John Kennedy's murder.  It is obvious that the President was murdered while it was the responsibility of these agencies to prevent just that.  Nothing is more culpable than giving them anything to do with the investigation of the murder.  That meant Investigating themselves.  So, Johnson and his Commissioners gave them uncontested control.  There is no aspect of the investigation they did not dominate.  The very first act of the FBI ‑ part of the Department of Justice ‑ was to foreclose everybody else, including the Secret Services whose responsibility for protecting the President is legislated.  So fast did J. Edgar Hoover accomplish this that, the day after the assassinations the Secret Service know it, as brought to light in Whitewash II,  Reporters immediately found most of the witnesses silenced.  Since then, we have learned this was for the same reasons: FBI instructions.

The first part of my first book on this subjects written within days of the issuance of the Warren Report, termed the decision to use the federal police as investigators an error.  Today, that criticism is a monumental understatement.

There can be no justification for the appointment of any former head of the CIA to the Commission.  Appointing Allen Dulles was even worse.  This is because of his history and record and his involvement with those policies and people seeming to figure in the assassinations, that of John Kennedy and those subsequent to and consistent with it.

An uncritical press that customarily sheltered them is all that kept the Dulles brothers from being laughed out of public life.  Few men ever establish records of being so undeviatingly wrong.  National policies that today hamstring the country and every President originate with them.

John Poster Dulles, dabbler in international politics and international-banker-lawyer representing the elite of the Hitler regime, had a record that warranted permanent disqualification from any public service.  On his return from Europe the month before Hitler's armies started rolling in World War II and years after his aggressiveness and murders of Jews were established facts Dulles declared Hitler was misunderstood, that he was a "man of peace."  This was, an it turned out, Dulles' qualification as Secretary of State.

Of the countless permanent scandals of Allen Dulles's career as the longest-in-office head of the CIA, two things, above all, should have precluded his ever again holding public offices especially on anything like the Warren Commission.

He sent U-2 planes over Russian territory, an act of war that could, at any moment, have provided the legal basis for World War III and the end of civilization as we know it.  He dispatched one of these when its presence over Russian territory was all that was required to wreck the then-pending summit conference, the culmination of the "Spirit of Camp David," when President Eisenhower and Russian leader Nikita Khrushehev began to achieve a détente.  Any reduction of tension between our countries inevitable meant a reduction in the power and influence -- and control over national policies -- of the CIA; a reduction In military expenditures, which account for so many fortunes for the few at the cost of the many,, and a reduction of career possibilities in military and intelligence circles.  In short, the summit conference was a threat to the CIA-Military-Industrial Complex.  Allen Dulles wrecked this conference by the deliberate illegality, the calculated affront, of sending the Francis Gary Powers U-2 flight over the Soviet Union on the even of the conference.  Had the plane not fallen, the result could have been the same, for no other country, then or since, had the capability.

When the U‑2 was down, when the CIA know it was down and knew it could be nowhere but deep inside the Soviet heartland - when it know that, even if it had exploded, whether or not the pilot survived, there, would be no problem at all in establishing its American origin with unquestionable certainty - it then deliberately lied to President Eisenhower and persuaded him, in turn, to lie.  This vested the President's personal honor and the Integrity of the country in a futile, historic lie, self-defamation like nothing in history ‑ a lie that would be the most public and widely reported lie of all time within a matter of hours or, at best, days ‑ a lie guaranteed to end the détente as it wreaked the Paris summit.

This Allen Dulles did; and, with the perversity of American politics, his villainy made him a hero.

Before John Kennedy became Presidents, Dulles had his Cuban Bay of Pigs adventure arranged and ready.  It was contrived to fail, to require open American military intervention for its succor.  Of this Kennedy was not informed.  When the President properly refused to commit American forces, Dulles' action made of him a villains, the object of intense hatred by those thousands of Cubans given haven here  and all the domestic ultras possessed by irrationalities for beliefs and aspirations.

These two fiascoes were not bad judgment on Dulles's part.  they were, for his purposes, acts of brilliance.  His intentions were to abort the détente in the international womb and to get the United States militarily committed in Cuba.  He succeeded in the first.  The continuing deaths and suffering from American military adventures (given the facade of legality by his late brother's diplomatic scheming and devices, like the Southeast Asia treaty) and the waste of national substance and the mortgaging of the national future are the immediate price.  No stratagem for the emergence of American totalitarianism could have been more brilliant or more successful.

So, with a career that disqualified him more than any other man in the country, Dulles became one of Lyndon Johnson's appointees to the Warren Commission.  To Johnson's knowledge, he was the one with most time to devote to Commission affairs.  Although fewer than a sixth of all the Commission's hearings, had even a single member present, Dulles was the most active member.  Throughout the hearings his intrusions at key points controlled the direction and content of testimony.

What I have cited with the crucial evidence that threats against John Kennedy by the most violent extremists were known in advance and not guarded against is only part of the evidence against Dulles.  True, it can be argued that he was but an old fuddy-duddy who couldn't keep still and didn't know what was going on, but I do not believe it and know of no basis for such belief.  Dulles also know better than he said in signing the Report.  For examples during the testimony of Dallas motorcycle Policeman Marrion L. Baker, who had the now-famous gun-in-the-gut confrontation with Lee Harvey Oswald in the second-floor lunchroom of the Texas School Book Depository Building, Dulles asked the key question which adduced the evidence that the entire official reconstruction of the crime was fraudulent and, in reality, exculpated Oswald by proving he could not have been in that sixth-floor window.  So, Dulles put his name to the Report that says the opposite.

Throughout the then-secret but now-published hearings, there are numerous examples of Dulles' shifting away from evidence contradictory to the preconception of Oswald's singular guilt, with which the government began its "investigation", and the fact that disproved it.

From what was published, it is so clear that all federal police were part of the covering-up of the truth of the assassination I used a phrase in the subtitle of my second book, which declares and proven that the cover-up was the intent of the FBI and the Secret Service.

What was not well known, what seemed hard to believe, in that actual control of the investigation was, from the first, rested in the federal police, particularly the FBI.  I can now prove, and I herewith charge, that the FBI, with its own devices, controlled the Commission, the content and conclusions of its Report.

What it and Dulles did is hidden in the Commission's once "Top Secret" executive sessions.  I here quote them on this, for the very first time.  It will be seen that Dulles had the same influence on secret private deliberations he had in the taking of testimony that subsequently and over his strong opposition ‑ was published.  When it was published  not until two months after the Report appeared, official contrivance of the press opportunity for adequate analysis, as my first book also ???  It was arranged that there would be no time for study by the simultaneous release of all the testimony and all the released exhibits, and an estimated 10 million words and a literary bellyache.  It was also arranged  so the smallest possible number of people would or could have access to testimony by publication in the most expensive forms hardback only; whereas, it is the normal practice to publish hearings Inexpensively in soft-back; and by selling the hearings only in sets and non-commercially.  This meant that while the Report was everywhere available for only a dollar and in every bookstores supermarket and drugstore in the country, the, hearings were available in none and could be ordered only from the Government Printing Office, at a cost of $76.00.  No free copies were distributed another variation from norm (even Congressional Committees had to buy their copies).

These, executive sessions reveal the rape of the Commission.  They also establish that the Commission raped easily.  Thus, the Reports which said only what the Commission wanted said, achieved fantastic distribution; whereas the evidence, which proves otherwise, got almost none.

Even in retrospect, with the passage of almost five years and with all I have learned through intensive study of the Commission's published record, exploration of its suppressed evidence, personal investigations and interviews with witnesses, were I to try and assess what one of those things most prevented any deviation from the built-in conclusion with which to Commission commenced, I do not think I could decide.  All were important, all played vital parts.

Possibly nothing else exceeded in overall effect the control over national thinking,  The press, therefore, was both captured and corrupted.  The mechanism was careful, unofficial "leaking" of sensational, usually untrue and prejudicial stories to each major element of the press, one at a time.  With the public reporting,, the thinking of the members was influenced.  A public opinion was established that the Commissioners would not dare affront, should they have dreamed of so doing, which they did not.  The Commission was not innocent.  As I said, they were easily had.  Edgar Hoover had them in their first bedding.

As soon as he returned to Washington from the assassination, Johnson called Hoover in, put him in personal charge of the investigation and, as reported in earlier chapters, directed him to make a definitive investigation and report.  It was sent to the President, via the Attorney General, for the Commission.  However, in what should have been a first-rate national scandal but wasn't, in advance, it was carefully leaked to the Press.  The Commission first learned of this report from the papers.  Perhaps it would be more precise to say it and the country got only the emphasis the FBI and Hoover wanted, for the "leaking" was careful to include only propaganda against Oswald.

Hoover learned his Goebbels well.  He fed his false conclusions, and his non-evidentiary "evidence" to the press before the commission had anything or could hold its first secret session.  The manufacture of Oswald guilt in contradiction to all the credible evidence stems, on the official federal level, from this initial dishonor of public service and corruption of justice and truth.

The Commission had not yet obtained its own quarters.  It held its first executive session in space provided by the General Services Administration, the Conference Room of the National Archives.  That secret meeting began at 10 A.M., December 5, 1963, 13 days after the assassination and four prior to delivery of the fabled, definitive FBI report, then already leaked.  Only one man was present besides Oakie Dyer, the court reporter, a thoughtful consideration of the Department of Justice, which provided his services.  That man was Nicholas Katzenbach, then Deputy Attorney General, soon to be Attorney General.  After a few appropriate comments by the Chairman, his is the first voice heard.

The Commission members' first concern was over this leak of the FBI report.  They never stopped worrying about it, never had any doubt about what was happening, and never did anything about it.  Except, of course, to record heroic objections on the record to which, in the futures each could allude and retreat.

Here is page 8 of that until-now "Top Secret" transcripts:

Sen. Russell.  May I ask something?

Chairman.  Yes.

Sen. Russell.  General, I see occasionally in the press articles that purport to have come from the FBI as to bits of evidence and things of that kind.  How much of their findings does the FBI propose to release to the press before we present the findings of the Commission?

Mr. Katzenbach.  Well Senator, I know the story to which you are referring –

Sen. Russell.  Its been in the papers.

Mr. Katzenbach.  Yes.  And I know that the Director and Mr. Belmont, who is the man in charge of this particular investigation, are utterly furious at the information that got into the press.  I talked with both of them on the subject.  They say they are confident it could not be the FBI, and I say with candor to this committee, I can't think of anybody else it could have come from, because I don't know anybody else that knew that information and some agent somewhere along the line, it seems to me, may very well have done it; or a clever reporter, as you are familiar, can put a, b, and c, so it did not have to come from one source.

Mr. Dulles.  What reporter was that?

Rep. Boggs.  Sterling Green.

Mr. Katzenbach.  Yes.  He is an AP reporter.  He is a good reporter, he has covered the bureau a long time.  And all I can say is that as far as the Department of Justice is concerned and as far as the Director is concerned, that story generated enough heat within the Federal Bureau of Investigation that I doubt that another such story will appear . . . 

So, with this one, if "Top Secret," burst of truths, which therewith fled for the duration, from the outset, the Commission knew that Hoover was responsible for the leak and was working against its freedom and the independence of its conclusions.  It knew from a high, authoritative government official (who resigned as Attorney General to accept a lesser post, thus escaping the responsibility for Hoover that he could not exercise),  and it was publicly silent.  Instead, it professed ignorance and pretended it could trust the Indispensable Man.

The third of these "Top Secret," unreported hearings was held in the same place beginning 2 P.M., December 16.  This same piety prevailed, as an excerpt from pages 42 and 43 of the transcript shows.  Note, however, these two things:  That General Counsel J. Lee Rankin, meaning Commission boss, formerly high in the Department of Justice as its Solicitor General (or the man who is the government's lawyer), was uncharacteristically silent, even when addressed, then changed the subject as soon as he could; and the unintended tribute to the FBI in exhausting those contents, of its report that might interest the Commission.  Congressman Ford and Senator Russell were in a dialogue on the press:

Rep. Ford.  I agree with you.  I think I'm a little surprised that they even bring it up.  Here's one other thing on this.  I was called by one of the top AP or UP people here, and he didn't know that you had received the letter and we had copies, but he was one of the top AP or UP people at Dallas at the time.  He said, Jerry, I'm surprised that we got, and the other press services got, stories out the very same day, in effect, he was saying what they have asked us to do.  The minute he said that it lead me to the belief that he was inferring that there had been a deliberate leak from some agency of the federal government, and now they wanted us to confirm by Commission action what had been leaked previously.  I just think somebody ought to check on that.

Sen. Russell.  I wonder if the Counsel has any suggestion to make.

Rep. Ford.  I have the suspicion that this top man of either AP or UP, the evidence that he has sent me that both AP and UP have, I'd call press releases for news stories the same day.  Now, somebody had to give this information to both AP and UP in order for that to happen. 

Chairman.  I read those dispatches.

Rep. Ford. Didn't that come to your mind?

Chairman.  Surely did.  I spoke to Katzenbach about it.

Sen. Russell.  I mentioned that the first day we sat 

Chairman.  Yes, you did.  Senator Russell asked Katzenbach where it could have come from and he said there is only one source.

Sen. Russell.  Do you recall the first day I asked Katzenbach that?

Mr. McCloy.  There were leaks long before we got the documents.

Rep. Boggs.  And after that, at the second meeting, there was The Evening Star with the whole thing.

Sen. Russell.  Every day there was something.

Chairman.  Yes, until it was all out and I tell you frankly I just don't find anything in that report that has not been leaked to the press.

Sen. Russell.  Nothing except the details.

It never ended.  Throughout all those secret confabs, so much like those of maiden ladies come together to put up their hair and swap gossip -- and conspire against other maiden ladies ‑ there was professed concern over the leaks that never stopped despite the certain knowledge that the FBI, as an absolute minimum was responsible for  some and the probability if not the certainty, that members of the Commission or its staff also participated.

These leaks had a clearly defined purpose, obvious in the moat elemental public relations.

First and foremost, they controlled or inhibited the Commission.

They molded the public mind.  They captured editorial minds and conditioned them to the conclusions about which, from the outset, there was never any doubt, contrary to the pious Commission pretenses.  In short they prepared the acceptance of the unacceptable, the known falsehood, that Oswald was a lone, unassisted, Communist assassin.  (He was none of these things.)

I realize it is difficult to conceive of these eminences as consciously part of such a fraud.  I leave their consciousness and their consciences to them.  Of the fact there is no doubt, none remotely possible.  I have, from other suppressed documentation, an overwhelming and entirely irrefutable, redundant, sickeningly repetitious, proof of this.  It appears In my books, Post Mortem, unpublished as of this writing.

I also know that Americans may be unwilling to believe possible t secrecy with which their most urgent affairs are conducted, most of all investigation of a Presidential murder with immediate overtones of a cop d'etat.  Therefore, I present this revelatory fragment from the third session, page 48 of the transcript:

Rep. Boggs.  Mr. Chief Justice, who sees this transcript this man is making here?

Chairman.  That is supposed to be Top Secret, between the reporter and this Commission, and no one else.  I am sure that is the understanding.

Rep. Boggs.  All right.

Chairman.  We could not have less than that.

Rep. Boggs.  I just wanted to make sure.

On January 21, 1964, it was established this "top secrecy" extended even to the members of the staff.  The staff was not to be present at the executive sessions, was not to know what transpired there, not even of the division of responsibility between members of the Commission.  This was elicited by that paragon of public and political virtue, the righteous leader of the Republicans in the House of Representatives:

Rep. Ford.  You are right.  Somehow these things might leak and somebody could be criticized within the group.  This would be my only off-the-top of my head thought on it.

The Chairman.  I think you are right, and I see no reason why, if we decided to do that whatever we decided to do I see no reason why I should ever get out of this room, even to our own staff, there is no need of the staff knowing that that is the situation.

The June 4. 1964, kaffee-klatach was convened for no purpose other than to permit Congressman Ford to read into the record a strong formal statement of disassociation from those "leaks."  This is true, that is to say, if the transcript is uncorrupted.  I can not assure the reader that the transcript is pristine, for I have unassailable proof that other transcripts were entirely corrupted, as I will reveal in due course.  A suspicious mind examining this matter might conclude, from internal evidence, that the transcript has been altered.

This session began. without the Chairman's customary announcement of a quorum.  There was none.  Only one other member, John, J. McCloy, was present.  Later, Dulles did arrive.  This was immaterial, for no business was transacted.
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