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INTERVIEWEE: SSenator John Shermqp Cooper
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n,the‘office of

yR e sirvagn

Cates: Hugh Gates. It's April ghe 29th, 1971. T'
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United StatessSenator John Shermdn Cooper. Senator Eooper is a Republican
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from the stat@ of Kentucky. Senq;or Cooper, would th mind just stating;
some of your ?ecollections or 1mq3essions of the laté:Senator Richard S;

vBrevard Russegl? ?— 2‘ .E
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Cooper: I fifst met Senat%fiRussell i 1N7 when I dame to the Senate for
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a two-year te(m. I was defgated twice
s
times. I serded for 15 yeafs.

I/ve been back in the Senate séueral

like all Eénators knew him, §§om

u.

observing him_on the Floor of thé;Senate, admiring hnm for his dignity, %or
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his presence,gﬂis authority and his tremendous power.and influence in debate.
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I'11l just say-g commonplace, but It 1is correct that Fe's &lways considered
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as an outstanding power, force inythe Senate. ’ =
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Cates: Senatox, excuse me, I dida't mean to interrugm you, sir, go ahead, sir.
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Cooper: He wéa often...I remembexvthe first...when L.first came here he?
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was very couré@ous to me., He wasQalways very courteqns to people. He ?%
would listen g: their views, unle;; he...at times he;;ould get a little é
irritated becggée they were so...é? could tell he th&;ght they were veryg
preindiced or %iased in their vieé? and were not objé;tive. I was much g_
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interested in defense matters having served two years on the Armed Services
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Committee in '53 and 'S54. When, #fter development ofﬁsophisticated nucl&ar
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weapons where ¥t is so difficult ¢p understand what all these weapons were
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about, when yop~were not on the ngmlttee. I would agk him, when he wasM
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her very strenuously and his waSr the most powerful mamination. He waf,
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courteous, dggnified but neverﬁheless he searched g)r the truth. I wfll

say that we did not get from herz, any additional inf/rmation, but I alw.?ys

i believed tha; Senator Russell tl&)ught that she had ﬁome fact, not neceséarily
- ! I

’:%' that...that ::'i;’t was a/nyone else bi%t Lee Oswald respo%ible, but,..but that
; he had some ;p{eeling that she had—:not told all the facts. I think that (Has
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: born out in é;statement he made ;: year or so ago in?vhich he said, as I;

< recall, he hﬁ not yet been, at we had.aﬁ the facts. The ':__
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- most compellmg position bg, took in th Cdmmission v?zis this: there wasJ/
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:; a question o@whether or nd’.l: the shot &h;[h struck I:resident Kennedy or;

= one of the slg)ts, had...haglpassed through Governor I_John] Connally ofj

:; Texas on the :It;rout seat. l‘o...tg_ find that it had &ssed through both §ould
i: make the dec{gion somewhat ea'sieg: in the time framei It wasn't conclusgve.
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And so there's first...an opiniog’. by most of the Couiniss'ion that we shoﬁld
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say that the ?éhot passed throughr‘.both President Kenn’edy and Governor ~

Connal ly. overnor Connally was-a very strong witné’ss. I see now why ﬁe .
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has the prese/rst opinion in the cotmtry that he's a ve_y strong man. He's

“

ol
do

\l

aod o

4
a very strongjwitness. He said categorically that he knew it...that thg
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first shot dia not pass through I";J.m. And he...I remember he said, "I
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turned my head- when I heard the $hot. It did come fiom the direction which
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you have deci;led it came from bea;ausel m familiar wifh firearms. But ag I
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turned again Ib the left, I felt Zthe impact of another shot." Senator
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Russell just said "I'1l never sizgn that report if. ,if...if this Commi
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says categoriually that the secoud shot passed througp both of themn.
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[ agreed witlfhim. I must say h% had great influencg with me, but I to
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have been 1mpréssed by Governor Ctmnally and so the Cumm1ssion then did

agree that, Ifcannot recall the exact words, that whlle there was evide
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