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“MR. HENKS: Leﬁ e bave yﬁur ztiention, please,

You wanted to tall to some of the atteadiag
pxjrlclans. I have two of them here, Dr. i2l2colm Perry,
an a,-euavng surgeon here zt the Parkland Penozial Hospital,
Ez will taik to you first, and then Dr., Kemp Clark, the
ciied neurosurgeon here at ihe hospital, He will tell you
what he knows about it. Dx, Parry,

Q. UVers you in ziterdance when the President died?

Q. Let bim tell his story,.

St DR. MALCOLM PEPRY: I was sumwoned to the E*ner:rency.
Toom sbortly after the Presideat was brougkt in, on zn .
ezzrgency basis, immediziely after the Presideat's arrival,
Upon veaching his side, T noted that be was im critical
condition from a wound of iha neck and of the bead. Immzediate
resuscitative measures -- =

Q. VWould you go slower?

DE. PERRY: I moied be was in a critical condition -
irom the wound in the neck and tbe head, )

- Q. Could tbat be done by one shot?
DB..PERRY: I cannot conjecture. I don't know,
Q. A wouldléf the neck and of the --

7  DR. PERRY: =-- oZ the bead, Immediatse resuscitative
measures were undertaken, and Dr, Kemp Clarlk, Professor of
Yeurosurgery, was summoned, along with several other members
o? the surgicel and medical staff, They arrived immediately,
but at tbis point the President's condition did not allow
complete resuscitation, o e

. . Q.,Whéf do yéu méan by "édmplete resuscitation"?
. . DR, PERRY- He was critically 111 2nd moribund
zt tbe time these measures were begun, .

Q, Completely 111 and what>

DR, PERRY: Moribund, ' ) QQPY :
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Q. ¥bat does that mean? . R
B R . . -
Fooo , 5 - e .
. ) DR. PERRY: lNear death. ‘ .
Q. What was the word you used?

DR, PERRY: Fowxibund, Dr. Clarl arrived thereafter, _

inmecdiately.
Q. Could you tell us what resuscitative measures

’

were attemp»ec?

DR, PERRY: Assisted respiration,

h . Q. ¥aat is that? - _ _
Q. With what?

ed respiration with oxygea and

DR. PERAY: ASs
age of an endoiracheal tube,

an anestbesia xachine, pa

e
[ RV
ca
-

.
hl

as
pay

Q. Does that meaa you stick it 1a?

DR, PEZRY: Yes, place it in his tracaon

N

Q. &pell it for us, please, 5 .
* DR. PERRY: E—n-d-o-t-r-a-c-h-e-a~1.'jA tracheostony. '

- - Q. They did pexform 2 tracheostomy?
DR. PERRY: Yes,
k Q. Would you speil it?

DR. PERRY: T;r~a—c~h-e¥o—s~t-o~m—y;

Q. Was there a p"~est in the roon av this timé,

Doctor? . .
iing you about

MR. HBAVKS: The doctor is just telL_

the ooeratlon.
: DR, 'PERRY: Blood and fluids were 2150 given, and
an electrocardlograph monitor was attached to record any heart

bezt that migbt be present, At this point, Dr, Clark was
a2iso in atteandance, ) :

Q. What is his nens?

DR. PEIRY: Dr, Hemp Clark, Anc Dr Cbarles Baxter.

DR, KEMP CLARIL: XY was called by Dr. Perry beccecause
ihe chdideut -

Q. You are DI'r. Clark?
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-  -- bocause the Presideant had sustained a brain

< wound, On my arrival, ibe resuscitative efforts, the .

tracheostomy, the administ atlon’ of chest tubves to relieve
any possible ~~‘j;,;_ . ‘ o . :

R T

R VY t. - ret PR .-
. ST . ! . ~ P—

Q.. Could.you alow down a_litf_e bit, Doctor, please?

DR, CLARK: -- io relieve any possibility of air

"being In the pleural space, the electrocardiogzam had been

booked up, blood and fluids were belng sdministered by Dr,
Perry and Dr, Baxter, It was apparent that the Pre51dent
had sustained a lethal wouad,

A missile had Goae in or out of the back of bis
kead, causing extensive laccerations and los3 of brain tissue,
Shortly after I arrived, the patient, the Precident, lost

" his heart action by ihe electirocardiogram, hvs heart then

nad stopped,

We attempted res
t caxd

citative measures of bis beart,
1nc1ud1nv clesed ches a

us
diac massage, but to no avail,

ca

Q. That was closed chest?

DR, CLARK: Yes, ‘. . AR

Q. Does that mean extermal, Doctor, closed? .

.. .7 . DR, CLERK: Yes, .We were able to obiain palpable
pulses by this metbod, but, again, to no avaii, :

Q. vpat'ié palpable?

MR. HAWKS: What did you ask?
Q} Palpable?

DR, CLARK: Palpable.

Q. Palpabie what?

DR, CLARK: Pulges,

Q. Doctor, how many doctors were in attendance at
,the time of the Pres:.dent"~ death?

Q. Doctor, can you tell us bow lonz after he
arrived on the Emergency table before be erxpired? 1In other
words, bow long was be living while in the hozpital?

DR, CLARK: <40 minutes, perbaps.

DR. PERRY: I was far too busy to tell., I didn't
even look at the watch. P et

DR, CLARK: I would guess about €0 minutes. - "'
" Q. Doctor, can you describe the courge of tbo &ound
through the head?

XORE
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DR, CLAR&- We, were too busy to be absolutely suré
of tbe track, but ‘the back of his head

’

Q. And throuvh ohe neck?

DR, CLARX: Principally on his'right side, towards
the right side. . ‘ ‘

Q. What WaS tne exact time of death, doctor?

DR. CLARK: Tba is very difficult to say. Ve
vere ver y busy, and in answer to someone else's question,
wo had a lot of people 1n attendznce., We elected to mzke
this at 1300, :

" Q. You electedf
Q; ﬁbat, sjr? -
- ;R. CLARK: Vie pronounped hirc at iSOO.hours;'
Q. &hirteen oz?, -

MR, HEWXS: 1:00 o'clock:

Q. Can you describe his neck wound?

DR, CL&RX: I was busy with his head wound, -I would
like to ask the p=ople VJO took care of that part to describe
thau to you.

Q. ¥bat was the guestion?

DR, PERPY: The meck wound, 2s visible on the
pa»ﬁent, revealed a bulle» bole aluost in the nmid 11ne

r Q. What was t“au?

- DR, PERRY: £ bullet bole alwost in the mid line,

Q. Héuld you demonstrate?}

_ DR, PERRY: In the lower portion of the neck, in
froat, . :

Q.‘ Can you demonstrate, Doctor, on your own neck?
DR, PERRY: Approx sately bere (indicating).
Q. Below the Adam'’s apple?

DR, PERHY: Be10w the Adanm's apple.

Q. Doctor, is it the assumption that it went
uhrough the head? :

DR. PE RY: That would be on conjecture on my part,
Tuere are two wounds, as Dr., Clark noted, one of the neck and
one of tho hcad, Whether they are dirﬁciWJ related or rclated
io two bullots, I caunot say. :

.Z-;-',‘.._‘-.’-

| e Ty
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/////
///// Q. Whe*e was the entrance wound? - - .t -

s ' EPL T N e
DR PERRY- Thoxre was an entrance wound in’ uhe neck
Is regards the one on tae nead, I ‘cannot Say, L e )

. Q, Which way was *be bullet com*ng on “the neck
wound? At ‘him? . o e

DR, PERRY: It egppeared to be coaing at him.“

" Q. And the ome behind? }

DR, PEERY: The nature of the wound defies the
abllity to deccribe whether it went through it from either
gide, I cannot tell you tbat. ~Can you, Dxr, Clark?

DR. CLARK: The hezd wound could have been either

the exit wound from the peck or it could have Deen a tangential
wound, as.gu was sinply a ;s:ge, gaplng loss of tissue,

»Q. That was the 3nx edlate cause of death -- the
ead wound?

DR, CiARK: X sgsume soj, yes,

. Q. There Iz a runor that Lyndoa Johnson had a
neart attack, and I weuid like to cneck that out.

DR, CLARZ: I havz no informatioa.

MR.'HA.XS dcn't believe tneue nre:: tlemen were
in azttendance with the Vice Dresidenu.
' Q. VWhere was ne when'this was going on?
. MR, HAYES: That is not ibe question you should
put to this doctor. - . ) s

Q. Can you teil us where he is?

MR, HAYKS: I can’t now, but Mr. Kilduff will be
ilzbje later and we will take tbose details then,

C. We can't hear you.

FR, HAWKS: They are asking where the Vice President
vas, but I don'®t know at t{he moment. That 3is not the proper
question to put to these gentlemen., They were busy witb the
President at the time, - '

C. Where was‘Ers. Kennedy?

MR, HAWKS: I con't know that detail elther. As you
might suspect, we were ail ousy around here.

Q. Can't we c1ehr this up just a 11% Lle more?
In your estimation, was ther? one or two wounds? Just give'
us something. B _ .

DR. PERRY; I don't know. From the injury, 1t is

BORE
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///conceianle that it could have been caused by one wound,

bat there could bave been two just &8 well il the second
bullet struck the head in addition to striking the neck, and
I cannot tell you that due to the nature of ithe wound, There
is no way for me to tell. : . :

Q. Doctor, deucribe the entrance wpund.' You
hink from the front in the. throat? .

DR, PERRY: The_wound appeared to be an entrance ‘ (:::::‘4
wound in the fronti of the throat; yes, that 15 correct, .

The exit wound, I don't lqnow, It could have beesn the head
or tuere covid have been z second wound of the head., There
was not time to Jdetermine tiils at the partiicular instant.

Q. ?nuld the bullet have bad to travel up from
the neck wounu to e: it through the back?

. DR, PERRY: Unlecs it was devi ted from 1ts course
by ﬂtrwking bone or some olher object,

Q. Doctor, can you gilve us your zages, please?
DR, PERRY:. I am 34.
Q. You are Doctoxr who? ’ _ .

DR, PERRY: ZFerry.
" MR, HARXS: This is Dr. Malcolm Perry, attending

zon, and this is Dr, Xemp Clark, chvei 0L neurosurgexry

his hOSk)_L'tal . -5

ot
sursg
L
L oL

an

.
-
X 0 U

Q. JHow old are you, sir?

DR. CLARK: 388, = - . ; :
Q, 1s that C-l.-p-2-k7
DR, CLARK: Yes, . :

Q. Can you tell us whether the aLuovsy will be

. performed here or elsewhere? : . . '

DR, PERRY: I do not bave that information.

TRy

¥R, HAWKS: I don't know either.

h ey

‘Q. ¥ill there be one?
MR, HAWKS: X dom't know that.
Q. Where 1s ;he Président's body?
MR, HAWKS: I couldn't tell you. ) . .:,  ‘f'

‘Q. VWas the Preoﬁdent ever conscious after the,
bullet struck him?

DR, PERRY: DNo, not while I was in att89dén°¢-.

I'ORE




Lleeding.

Q. Vhere?

Eaergency

told you,

entirance,

Q. Approximately what?

~ MR, HAWKS: TForty feet from the emérgency entrance,t

m"bagé'fff;5"%i327:CJt:

- Q. Bow much blood was used? - -

DR, PERRY: I doa't know, There was considerable

{,Q; How soon d1d Jou see bim azuer ne got in?

’

.Q; Did you have to send for b100d?

DR. PERRY:. Blood wa; sent fox and obtained; yes.

’

DR. PERRY: From our Blood'Bank.-

Q. BHere in tne nospltal? ' . e

DR, PERRY: Bere in the hospital,

- . N . o )
Q. How much was used? » Lo .

DR, PERRY: I caa't tell you that.

Q.: Ebw‘much blood?‘

DR, PERRY: I don't know,

Q.  Doctor, were the last rites performed in the
Roonm? . o S S .

‘.

DR, PERRY : Yes,
Q. Yes, they wore?
¥R, HAnKS Yes, they'séid tbey wexe, Kilduff

tco, L

Q. Vhich room was tbis? Wbat is the room'l%ﬁe?

DR, PERRY: erfency Operating Roon No. 1,

Q. How far from Lbe door is thau, and which way?

DR. KEMP; Suralghu in from the Emexgency Roam
at the back of ithe hospital, approrimately 40 feet,

Q. The first floor?

" DR, KEMP: - The ground floor,

. Q. How many dociors and nurses were in attendance

at the time of death? » T

DR, PERRY: There were at least eipht or ten

physicians at that time.

- MORE
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Q. At least eizht or ten physiciansT ' -

S DR PERRY: Yes .. < .7 R S
. 'Q. "Did you thini bim mortallj voupded at the time
you iirst examined him, ox did you think tbere was no possi-

‘biiity of saving bis life at that pointr
DR, PERRY: No, I did not,

DR, CLABK:. Ro, sir, : o i

Q. Did you say ithere were eight or ten doctors or
doc»ors and nu"ees? : v . . . v |

'DR. CLARK: Eight or ten doctors,

Q. Can we zet that straight, DOuLOT? Did you say . ,
you did nof think thexe wag any pOSSiblliuy of savingz his

life when you first looled at bim? - - l

DR. CLARK: Teat is what T said; yes,

Q. Eow long bad he been,in beiore you saw h_n sir?

DR, CL!RK: Tais I don't know beczuse I was not
looking a2t my watcn, ' : -

S Q. Who was the ITirst doctor who saw blm and bhow’ L
long before he got there? i . e i

DR, CLARX: Just a matte‘ of a ifew seconds. o i

[¥4

DR. PERRY: I arrived there shorily after his
aduission. I can't tell you the exact time because I went
Annediately and be bad juci been admitted 2nd I walked in ' '
the room. - I don't know ithe exact time, I was in quite a :
Jbursy. ’ ' :

Q. VWere any members of the family or others in the

"room besides the doctors, in the Emargency Room? .

‘DR, PERRY: I am afreid I was not aware 6f that.
I was quite too busy to notice, _ - '

MR, BAWKS: Ve will have to get those details from Mac,

L

Q. Do you have any new details zbout our plans, -
Whau you are going to do?

N e TRV

. MR, HAWKS: " I can't until I get a reading from you
fellows, For instance, you’ have a new Preswden».

Q. Do we? Was Hb svorn in? ‘ T

in.
MR, HWWKS: Well, he went somewbe*e to get sworn .
1 assume he is sworn in a» this time, but I wasn’t igt?;tondanco.
Obviously, you are goinz to bave a nevw Drecident,

put it that way. .
JORE
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Q. Where .is be coing to be? jfvﬂ Lk

;'T‘: ‘ - S Ll e R
: Lot MR HA“II(S' ‘.["na-. is what I am try(*n to find out, T
‘Hac is with bim, trying to 'get the details ,'and he wild - T

call me or Come in here, To will try to iind out, © L. 7

. DR;.PERRY; 'Can we go now? ;J
" TdE PRESS: Thank you Doctors.
MR, HAWKS: Your plans, what do you want to do?

Q. First, is there anything more about Mrs. Kennedy?

YiR, EAWKS: Let's do some "supposing" because we *
need some planuing for your press plane; -

"Q. How about Mrs, Kennedy? Has she gone back to
Vashington, oxr 1is she goingz? ' o

¥R. EAWKS: Tpat is wbat Mac is trying to find out
nowv, This takes a lot of doing, .

Q. Can wa stay here with tbe new Pzealdent?

. MR, HAdKS It yoh want to s»ay here with the new
Sresident, if he stays here, I don't know that be is going -~
to stay here. That is whv I want to "suppose" here for a

ute, S _ _ .~‘"7vf* B

Q. Let's put it on the basis of wnau the new

Dreaident does. If be stays, we stay; and if -he goes, we go.

s

_ MR, HAWKS: Suppose the body goes bacL and the new"
President stays? Do some of you want to stay, or go? )

Q.. Stay w1tb the new Pre51dent

MR, HAWKS: Al] rigbt, that is what I wanted to
f£ind out. You know, there are buses and planes and things -
- 1ike that, B : - S :

. L _J
Q. I know I won't be going back in any case,
Can'I get my luggage back here? Fow do we get luggage on
the press plane off of there? C '

MR, HAWKS: If we decide to spend ihe night here,
we will get the luggage bere, Don't worry about it.

Q. Ve have 1uvgage in the wire car, but God
'knows where 1t is,

Q. Where will the nekt briefing be;.here or wbere?

MR, HAWKS: Right here, sn far az I know. ‘This is
wbere Mac said he could come back to,

el

.__
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