0tT

1€T

; ch e eemeees weva GHARIGE Y FIVESUZATION (hat comes 1o the
Cammisston,”

Mr. Rankin: I don’c think the country is going to be satisfied
with the mere statement from, not to use Mr. Yoover's mme, hut
just examine abant any intelligence agency that Oswald wasn'c hired,
in light of this kind of an accusation, a rumor.

“Lehink thut the country is going to expect this Commission to try
to find out the facts a5 1o how those things are handled to such an
extent that this Commission can fairly say, ‘It our opinion, he was
or wis not an employee of any intelligence agency of the United
Stares."”

It was the consensus of all seven men that the only way to praceed
was to conduct extensive and tharough hearings of us many wit-
nesses as was necessary to exhaust not just this rumoc but dozens of
other rumors. Where doubts were cast on any Unired Staces ageney,
independent evperts would be hired and the mvestigation conducted
in such a way as to avoid rediance on a guestionad anthority. No
matter what the cost in time or money, every facet af the events in
Dallas had o be explored. The Conmimission drew up an exhzuscve
list of witnesses and collcered for analysis all pertinent books and
magazines and newspaper articles. The stuff compiled a directory of
names of all persons said to have had any pre in the matter. Thea
began monchs of hearings, howrs of taking swom tesrimony, which
led from one skein of facts to another. Seldom has a crime appeared
to be more complicated and mysterions. Never has a crime been so
thoroughly investigated, From that investigation comes this bi-
ography of an assassin.
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T16l.136C:  Omlssion of followlng dlscusslon:
The Tholrmen.] But on the other hand, T don't want
to be unfriendly or unfalr to him.

My oun Judgment wes that the most fair thing to do
would be to try to find out if this is fact or flction.

Mr. Rankin. What T wes fesrful of was the mers
process will cause him to think, in 1ight of these people
being here und sll, snd the meotings of the Commlsslon,
thet we sre reslly inveatigsting him,

The Chelrman. If you tell him we are golng down there
to do it, we are Investiguting him, arent't we?

Mr, Rankin. T think it is inhsrent.

The Chairmen. TIf we avre investigating him, we sre
Invastigating the rumur sgeinst him, we are Investigeting
him, that {s true.

I don't want Lo belabor the thing at all.

Sklps to T17%.2, In ths middle of & parsgraph.
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It was suggested by one of the Commissioners that it would be
helplul €0 Merbers of the Commission if they each kad a page proofl of
Chapter I of the proposed Report a3 soon as it is obtaincd from the
Public Printer for their examination. The Osneral Counsel was
trereupon instructed to make arrangements for delivery of such poge
proof to each of the Comxission=rs promptly' upon receipt of the sare

.
Srom the Public Printer.

A Motion was made, scconded and carried that there be provided
300 copies of the Report and fearings bound in dbuckram for the
Commissioners to dlstribute as they may determine and that in addi-
ticn 500 coples of just the Report be provided for such Aistribuvion.

nd carried that lcather ooun

"

A Motion wms made, secondad

ol the Report amd heasings with the names of the proposed recipients

starped on them in gold be provided for the President end su:zh persons

ignt select, for members of the Kennedy fomily in accordancze

R e g

a5 he

with the direction from the Wnite House, ond for the Commissioners,

& Motica was made, seconded and cerried that one set of the

Report ahd heerings with the proposcd reciplent’s name stamped In gold

pa furnished eser oF the stell members whe have been with the Commise
-
in tbhe work o2 the Iinvestigeticn

5205 & substentiel period of 4ims 1ot
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I£ oy of +4hne Commissioners read this fake transcrirt sc long after the
Comuinsion's 2ife cnged < nothing ne couwld nhave doas, o vould
nave o nE bart

way ithat Sengtor Jussell's

~
eon that this and cucceciing najus ere selective tarzoirases, ol
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EXCERPT FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION TRANSCRIPT OF 1/21/6L
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‘e wcking to the FEI and the Secrci Sexvice oad
Yo would like you Lo have thac. 4hzce will give
s

re2aily fduoed picture along with the cynopsis you have as to

2l omigne e some furcher guidance in chiis fuarcher pice

rs ¢hat the kind of thing, Scaator Cooper, that vou had in

would chat e helpful?

achi cfcor thac oven ot ches peine, thore hove boon guestions
S ia oyowr cwn wmind aboult --
L. oweClon. obeul dirocuion.

I have oac oY two it might

coxigl Tucy ¢alk about the ceolorad vhotogrephs
wne rrocidontis oy ~- do we have chozo?

. Romiin. Yas. Sut we don't have the minut2c ¢f the

cateopiy, ond wo asiicd for chat bscause we wantcd to see what dock:

cout sewoihing while he wos saylag it, to see whether it is

~

oncliuzions in the autepsy and so Zorth
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2 leter contrary oree
have Mine colored

escion of 1/21/04.

foer

sidensts body™, ihe < S. Thls ncoaons ithere uas
siretches wsed s "ovidence" (sce p. 13X /. Tacre is



	Page 1
	Page 2

