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FROM: 	Kr. J. Leo Rankin, S4teral Counsel 

SUBJECT: Rumors that Oawnld vas an undercover agent. 

Allegations have been received by the Commission to 

the effect that Lee Rarrky Oswald was an undercover agent for the 

Federal Bureau of Investigation or the Central Intelligence Agency 

prior to the aesasainatton of President_Rennedy on NOveliber 22, 

1963. This memorandum reviews these allegations and summarizes • \ 

the action taken to dates' by the Commission. 

On Wednesday, January 22, 1964 I received a telephone 

call from Waggoner Carr, Attorney General of Texas. Mr. Carr state:. 

that ha had received on a confidential basis an allegation to the 

effect that Lee Harvey Oswald wee an undercover agent for the 

Federal Bureau of Investigation since September of 1962 and 

that he had bean paid $200.00 a month from an account designated 
wilemonweCtaftw ,--.?..,!..rr■ro.4.4tA441*^ *met 

as No. 179. Mr. Carr indicated that this allegation was in the 

hands of the press and defense counsel for Ruby and suggested 

that his information came ultimately from District Attorney Henry 

Wade, although be stated that he had not discussed this matter 

directly with Wale. 

After a discussion with the Chairman of the &emission 

and Mr. Leon Jevorski, I contacted Attorney General Carr. I as-xe4 

the Attorney General to contact District Attorney Wade and try t.w.) 
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eseartoin room Wimitely the WarCe of this allegation. 
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asible to disease this 

4,1 

--lag 	iM3 oq.eimtMagORI MS called for 510 p.m. 

on 514.4resday, Jamearr 22, 1964. All the members of the Commission 

wempresent with the ezleption of John J. )Cloy and Senator 

Richard A. Russell. Wile ;specific allegetionezas discuszed in 
detail by the Commission. It vas recognized by all members of 

the Consist/on that, although this allegation vas probably not 

accurate, thie water hod -to be regarded seriously by the 

 

asion. Xt wee agrevi that the Commission would have to ',7■Zik+ 

 

tete tatever ietion necesserr to pursue thie matter to final 

come/melon. revlx4 the meetias efforts were. msde to contact 

Attorney Ceneral Carr aselm. Wbem be vu contacted, Attorney 

Ceearal Carr e ttc1.4d thst Dlstriet Attorney Wale bed been unable 

or unwilling to specify the source of thie allegation in more 

detail. He informed me that be sad Messrs. Wade, Alexander, 

arworaki aM Storey wuld cams to Washington the next day. 

On Thursday, January 23, 1964 Secret Service Report 

No. 767 vas brought tl Isx attention. This report is dated 

January 23, 1964 snd sumarius an interview by Agent rtram 



mitaItowsett 	sc.0.(2? ismtv Ea 	X170 A Fara= 

zrzokwsp. 	 swat, L.:12 faUircs: 

libeaBber 17, Ar.&Was advised 
Vnt hod juot returimai fiai 4 weekend 

Datiaso  duriu6 uhich time he talhed to 
I A1.144,p. Q4tt9  CXef Crisioa1 Division, 

iitha Mice, Mlles, Chief Sweatt 
mentioned that it vas his opinion that 
Lae Farny0Cssald was helms paid $200 a 
Emat by tus 131 as an inforsAnt in 
oonase4oalith their subversive Tniestiga-
tion, He furnished the alleeed informant 
number assigned to Oswald by the FBI as 
"3172". 

The royort concludes eith the request that Chief Allen Sweatt 

of the Dm1.1.813 
	riff's office be interviewed regarding the 

above allegation. Upon being informed by representatives of 

the Sacra% Osrvice that this subsequent interviev had not yet 

tahsn place, Z revested that it be done immediately. 

On Friday, Jamesr, 24, 196i, the Chairman of the 

Commission and I met with Attorney General Carr, District Attorney 

Weas, Assistant District Attorney Alexander, Mr. Jaworski and 

Dam Maw. Vat anted the eitmatiom to date. District 

Attorney Veda mad others of the Texas representatives stated 

that the rumnra to the effect that Oswald was an undercover 

wont mere widely 4eld among representatives of this press in 

Dallas. They stated also that Mr. Belli, attorney for Jack L. 

Ruby, was 	liar with these allegations. Tiede stated he was 

also aware of an allegation to the affect that Oswald was an 

informant fcm 	CIA and carried Number 110669. 
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FBI of Oewal.1 in August of 1962; (4) interviews conducted 

by Special Agent Sooty in Dallas regarding Oswald's where-

abouts and the failure to notify Secret Service of this 

informatiOn; (5) the =went after the assassination of Special 

Agent testy that Oswald had contacted twe known subversive agents 

about 15 daya before the assassination; (6) ()mild bad Special 

Agent Nosty's car lioense and telephone nuabers in his notebook; 

CO Oswald's mother has Stated that her soon was an agent for the 

\FT'S or 30 t other federal agency; (8) Special Agent Hasty was 

transferred fro* Dallas two weeks after the assassination. 

The Chief Justice decided to present the results 

of this meeting to the entire Commission on Monday, January 27, 

1964 and decided to propose tentatively that necessary inquiries 

be made concerning these allegations and that this memorandum 

be prepared for the record. 

On the evening of Friday, January 24, 1964, a member 

of my staff was informed by representatives of Secret Service 

that Allen Sweatt, Chief of the Criminal Division of the 

Sheriff's office in Dallas, had been interviewed regarding 

the allegations made in Secret Service Report No. 767. 

According to this oral report, Sweatt stated that he recivt.d 

the allegation from Mr. Alexander in District Attorney Wade `s 



or five. Ea alao xantiormil 2ScuAton Poet reporter Hudkins as 

a source of the information. When Sweatt vas informed that 

the nu Ober in a similar ei.Legation was 179 rather than 172, 

as be had indlcated initial-1X, Sweatt indicated that .he would 

accept 179 as the correct aamiber. Secret Service Inspector 

Kelley empressad his 'stem tit Hudkins vas not very reliable, 

based on previous unfoummilea reports which he had furnished to 

Secret Service. 
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