
OFFICIAL TRASIlla 

The Commission preferred Its own amateur psychiatry to thlat of 

professionals, including its own, Dr. Wilfred Overholser, whose ser-

vices to the Commission were kept a state secret. Dr. Ovorholser had 

formerly heeded a government 4ental hospital. Tha only planned use 

of his psycaistry of which I con find ony record is th-,t for which 

he had absolutely no qualification, examination of the film of the 

autopsy of the assassinated President. If he did that, it remains a 

secret. The truth is that no evaluation eve' made of Oswald is in 

any way consistent with or justification of the official allegations 

and 	only official one, when he w'›,s in the 14refines, Ir tthat 'no 

abnormalities *4444 noted, inall categories, including psychiatric" 

(CE 1333). 

By mt'ons of its own amateur psychic try, the CommIssion con-

cluded the assassinated alleged assassin - and there is no credible 

evide.noe he was and overwhelming evidence he could not have been the 

assassin - had a predisposition toward violence, widely interpreted 

as supposedly cumin; from shaping too far into his boyhood Tlith his 

widowed nether, to readim:. end spelliag defer ,s, end other pool-I. -ties 

of science that in this case are the deqices of fiction. 

For ell the axtensiv3 biogrephicel data on Oswald - end about 

half the enoralous 912-page Report is olographicel and utterly irrele-

vant without probative proof he was the lone assassin - there remains 

the total absence of what we have considered. 
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Sp the reader can fully appreciate how little of the Report 

is on the assassination, how considerable en understatement it is to 

say that the official explanation of the crime is largely supposedly 

biographical infommation and other such immaterielitias, let me cite 

these statistics: The first chapter of the Report, titled "Summvry 

and Conclusions", was not that alone. It was also the Commission's 

press release on the Report. It is 25 pages, next to the shortest 

chapter. The shortest chapter, the second, has 22 pages. Of these, 

eight are tekan up with charts end pictures of the tires, leeving 14 

pages of text. It is the chapter celled "The Assassination" - 1)4. of 

912 pages: This is but a third the length of one of the chapter:,  on 

Oswald's 'Background and Possible Motives," the seventh; about a 

fourth the length of Chhgter 13, "Biography of Lee Harvey Oswald.'; 

The subject cr by far the least interest in the Report is the essas-

sination. This is the only means by which it could even seem to be 

pinned on the man immedietely accused, before there wt- s 	vestige of 

evidence of any association with the crime at all; the man upon whom 

it was thus pinned, after what was touted as the greatest criminal 

inveetiaiation in history, by unsubb;Intid 	 rnd the cap- 

ture of the public and media minds with carefully arranged lenks of 

the most prejudicial mieinformetion. 

His career from scncol-day attraction to the flying bcy scouts, 

through his top-secret-plus security olenraneP, hir relstton-hip with 

a Penkovsky-csse principal, his unlikely activities over r period of 

years, can make sense only 93 intelligence-orinatel. His own claims 

to this association, the many things tending to eubstnntiete him, and 

the complete tibserv.;e of anything that by even 9 fly-by-night corre-

spondence detectiving-course apprentice;)  could be considered a real 
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investigation of any of this, support the belief. 

,Iple began with the official hang-up on this tender point of 

Oswald's official connections without telling the whole story of them, 

and to that we now return, with the porfpoutife ad.;ed by that part of 

his career not hiddeLi beyond retrieval. 

dithin the contazt of tha preceding chapters, with tha dis-

tortions, misrepresentations, suppressions, avoided witnesses end 

inveetigaaione, hioden evic:ence - evidanc3 hichia most of Ali from 

the Commission ID: the FBI, ;hick W13 suppfly la732:4:tLn5 for it -

and of evidence chat could have shown his nosoeiations with it and/or 

the CIA - 	is a bock ;round for the Comm13:icn' o-n ml -,c.;aduct 

so 	0 7.; 	1,3 O:1-; 3d3qu5ta lsocr 	In tt:rm; the r..%)r,:6e 

American can conceive to b3 the reality. 

It is now time to return to the baf:innins, ;cazrosomsn rd' s 

eApioitetion of offici:.11 2acretF for per:onal profit, at the coat of 

breeching faith with his former colleggues on the Conmissinn, after  

that Coramissicn ceased to exist, when it w, s not possible tc do any- 

thing about it. He had made thin easier by putting 	politionl crony 

on the public payroll as his nsststant, even though the Commisdbn had 

its oAn st , ff without limitations on its size. The public provided 

Ford with his ghostwriter. 

For d's tF,xpayu -subsidized book tolls far from the complte 

story, much, much less then he knew, very mu,111 less than he could have 

said of Oswald es en official informant and the pretense of Pn investi-

gation of it. The seventh and last veil hid more. Ford pbstricted 

himself to just enough to make 9 story, to what he could seem to 

refute, leaving himself and the Commission, if judged by his book 

alone, clean and pure. 
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That this literary scrimshaw did not work can be attributed to 

the fact that the rest of the book is junk. When it appeared, few 

had any way of knowing this sensational beginning was anything but 

the complete story of Agent Oswald. The book is literary trash, a 

jumble of irrelevant, prejudicial rehashing of the official, personal 

defamations of the Oswald family and an all-pervading, contrived anti-

Communism, put together with the unknowing paranoia of those who have 

successfully converted this modern sickness into political careers. 

The result is an overblown updating of an urbanized "Tobacco Road." 

In the steam-cleaned Ford versicn, the Commission's first 

knowledge of reports that Oswald had been an informant came from 

Waggoner Carr's telephone cell to Rankin, Hoover's old personal 

friend from his Solicitor-General days in the Department of Justice. 

Republican Rankin manipulated the Republican-dominated Commission 

appointed by the Democratic President (who had become Presidext)be-

Cause of the assassination), who thus fixed upon his Republican oppo-

sition responsibility for "investigating" tha crime. 

It was neither the phone call nor the content of the phone call. 

It was the source  of the phone call - no stranger. 

Waggoner Carr was Attorney General of the State of Texas. His 

call meant that the Commission had to face the ultimate crisis, an 

official investigation outside the federal government that might re-

veal the possible connections between its various spooks end Oswald. 

The assassination of John Kennedy was a crime only in Texas. 

Texas jurisdiction did not end when Ruby assassinated the accused. 

Only the siCtified fictions, that Oswald was the assassin and that 

there was no conspiracy, prevent, criminal action in the case. Ruby 

served but two purposes in shooting Oswald: He closed Osweld's mouth 
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the only safe way - permanently; and he made it possible to avoid 

considerEtton of any other culprit:. 

But, in so doing, he added to Texes1  image and conscience 

troubles because the assassination was committed in its hate environ-

ment. 

Texas immediately developed new problems: the federal govern-

ment, the Commission and, most of all, Rankin who, despite his polite 

manner and smooth words, exercised tight tyrannical control over 

everything. 

The federal government set out to 	succeeds 

izi and nullify 	any independent Texas investigation. The strange 

form this took is sat forth lucidly and in detail by Sylvia Meagher, 

one of the writers who first and most effectively disputed the Warren 

Report. Her Accessories After the Fect.4' mracins e basic work four 

years after publication. Her exposure of the unending federal trickery 

in vitiating anything Texas might undertake appeared in the July-August 

issue of the now-defunct small magazine, "The Minority of One, under 

the title "Wheels Within Deals: How the Kennedy 'Investigation' Was 

Organized." 

It was Machiavellian. 

Four days after the President was killed, Carr and Walter 

Jenkins, then the long-time righthand man of the new President, began 

conversations taken over by Abe Fortes, who later became a Justice of 

the Supreme Court. Carr was led to believe that there would be 

joint Texas-Department of Justice-FBI investigation. As early as 

November 26, the Texas part was celled a "Bourt of Inquiry." When 

the White House began dealing with Carr - and it was then a Texas 

White House - the federal end had been announced as an FBI investigation, 
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to be made public by the President. But no sooner had Texas been hog-

tied then the White House announced the creation of this special 

Presidential Commission. Formal announcement was November 29, but 

work on it had begun sooner. The idea is generally credited to Fortas, 

but it was earlier the broadcast editorial recommendation of Washing-

ton's Radio Station WWDC, where it had been conceived by Irving 

Lichtenstein, then station vice president. WWDC urged Warren to head 

the Commission. 

As Carr wrote Warren December 5, almost his last letter that 

was not P protest against some kind of Cedersl duplicity, 

The assassination occurred in Texas. The people of Texas 
share with their fellow countrymen the loss of a greet Presi-
dent. Their own Governor was badly wounded. The integrity 
of Texas justice is deeply involved. I em certain that the 
people of Texas ifeel7 that it is their local responsibility 
to have their State officials do everything possible to un-
cover all the facts. 

Rankin treated the Texas "Court of Inqeiry" like a boy out to 

make a girl, saying whatever at any moment seemed expedient. 

On the other hand, Texas was loose and easy to make. Ulti-

mately, she aborted. 

No copies jtda that report were publicly available. Carr's 

response to my request was to direct me to any Taxes college. He 

considered he had fulfilled his obligation by filing a copy with each. 

It would appear that, with all he had to do, such as decling 

with Jenkins, Fortas, Rankin and the members of the Commission, Carr 

had no time for reading newspapers. When he learned about the reports 

that Oswald had been a federal informant, he phoned Rankin immediately. 

Unlike Carr, the Commission and its federal investigators did rand 

the papers. In silence end without investigation, they knew all about 

the newspaper stories. There are no copies in the Commission's files. 
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(These are not the only things purged. I have obtained a number, some 

only by accident because misfiled copies were not found and could not 

be destroyed.) 

When I could not locate these clippings I knew the Commissicn 

had, I kept after the Archivist to have his staff locate them. It is 

little known but, aside from becoming custodian of the Commission's 

files, the Archives also set them up and supervised them. One of my 

repested requests was answered by the Archives November 22, 1968 -

the fifth anniversary of the essossinetion - in these words: 

No copies of the stories in the Houston Post or the Phila-
delphia Inquirer which you request have been found in the 
records of the Coumission. 

More than a year later, :n December. 

No copies of the newspaper stories ... or a report of an 
interview with Hudkins by Special Agent James W. Russell 
have been found. 

I had restricted my requests for copies to those stories I knew 

the Commission had. Ford was indelicate enough to quote both in his 

book, four of Gouldea's five paragraphs in full. He omitted the one 

reading 

- The revelation that the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
tried to recruit Oswald as an undercover informant in Castro 
groups two weeks before Mr. Kennedy's death. 

There were others, perhaps the most thorough by Harold Feldman 

in The Nation. 

Hoover, naturally, took a dim view of Feldman. In a December 

27, 1964, letter to Rankin, he described it as "a muddy attempt to 

link Lee Hervey Oswald with the FBI as an informant. Using public 

source material with no selectivity, Feldman tries to make it appear 

that this Bureau is suppressing the fact that the assassin was actually 

one of its 'employees'." 
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It and two other magazine articles, Hoover said, "are irrespon-

sible, and each is an example of personal bias ..." 

What is conspicuously lacking is denial, if only 2E2 forma de-

nial, that there was neither connection nor intended connection between 

"this Bureau" and Oswald. 

But is "using public source materiel" somehow wrong? 

Or is using it "selectively," as in gathering published refer-

ences to Oswald as Bureau-connected? 

Is this on "example of personal bias?" 

So, what really panicked Rankin and the entire Commission plus 

God alone knows who else in the FBI, CIA and throughout the government, 

was not this late report of the well-known rumor. It had not troubled 

them as long as they maintained complete control over the investiga-

tion. It was the fear that Texas would investigate it, that any kind 

of official attention would be paid to these recurrent and, as they 

appeared, credible reports of Cswald'a official connection. 
that 

Thus,/after-working-hours crash meeting which left audiences 

waiting for speakers, dedications in danger of being delayed, wives 

end families holding suppers, and desperate, cold fear in all official, 

in-the-know Washington hearts. 

Bearing very much on this is the total sbPence, in Ford's ac-

count, of any reference to the Texas Court of Inquiry. He does not 

even give the names of those who appeared before the Commission, does 

not indicate that Carr had a function other than that of Attorney 

General in this matter. In fact. he stops his narrative of this dra-

matic event at precisely th,: point we did in the first chapter, switches 

to his inadequate account of what was published, and then switches again. 
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He gives that one scant paragraph on what the unnamed officials allegedly 

told the Commission, no more. At that, this skimpiness is more than the 

Commission provided in all 27 tones. Officially, the Commission was 

totally silent. 

Rankin was equal to his superhuman task, keeping it all quiet. 

As he gathered the members of the Commission, so also did he get 

the court reporter, an over-diligence he was soon to regret - and not 

repeat. 

Ward & Psul, a large, established end reputable court-reporting 

firm, got the court-reporting contract on Senator Russell's recommenda-

tion. As a Senate editor, I had worked with them for yesrs. They are 

good, thoroughly dependable, and staffed with sufficient competent 

specialists to deliver several hundred pages of as,3urste transcript 

overnight. 

They sent an official stenographer named Cantor to that hectic 

5:30 p.m. executive session of January 22, 1964. This, and more, I 

was not to learn until much later and after the greatest difficu2y. 

Those "TOP SECRET" transcripts were kept in that high security 

category until an opportunity provided itself for effective official 

propaganda by making them available to a fine and experienced reporter 

who knew absolutely nothing about the assassination or its investiga-

tion. Any reporter in these circumstances becomes the creature of his 

sources, for he has no independent information. In this case he planned 

a story for a mass-circulation magazine, The Saturday Evening Post. 

For him, they were quietly declassified. Not one of the real researchers 

who had been plumbing that literary quicksand of those 300 cubic feat 

of documents was informed of it. Not until after this story appeared 
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before as large as possible an audience, with extensive attention from 

the papers and electronic media, did anyone know that these secrets 

were being leaked. That partisan selection, to which the Archivist had 

lent himself with official interpretations that were beyond his knowl-

edge, as wrong for him to make as they were in fact, killed any further 

major-media interest in those executive sessions. 

However, once they were thus disclosed, I was able to get a set 

- all that were declassified, not just the few pages used in the story -

for they then could no longer be denied me. They fill a box almost two 

inches thick, lots of paper. My pointed protest at this unseemly of-

ficial propaganda and equally pointed questions of the Archivist, un-

answered after four years, were followed by the quiet, unannounced 

retirement of that Archivist. Neither he nor his successor has ever 

answered these charges of official misconduct. 

Nor is this the only case where what had been denied me was pro-

vided uninformed reporters who could reach large audiences, another of 

that period involving The New York Times. These uninformed reporters 

were used by the government, then distressed by the appearance of a 

number of books severely critical of the official investigation. It is 

for this reason I do not some them. In these cases it is the government, 

most inappropriately the institution of scholarship, the Nationel Ar-

chives, that cast 'Tell in this Orwellian role, not the press. 

Ones I had gone through those hundreds of pages of the coming 

together of the elders in such secrecy their trusted staff W9.8 excluded 

from the meetings and during the life of the Commission not even per-

mitted to see the trenscriets, I immediately noted the absence of eny 

transcript for January 22, 1964, this dramatic one partially described 

by Ford. In four cases, all the executive sessions were still suppressed, 

the reasons given entirely spurious where they could be checked, 
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inadequate where given if not, in fact, outside the law. In a few in-

stances, several pages were withheld, with explanations provided by 

slipsheets bearing such explanations as the claim that confidential 

personnel matters were discussed. 

But for this meeting, there was neither transcript nor explana-

tion of its absence, no matter how invalid or fictional. 

And so, tediously and persistently)  I kept after the Archives, in 

person and in writing, for a long periou of time. In seven months of 

1968, in writing alone, I tried a dozen times. The last went without 

response for more than a half-year. 

In some casee, as in my letter of September 5, 1968 I made 

charges.: 

Disclosure of these executive session transcripts would be 
embarrassing to the federal government becuee they contain 
evidence of the connection between it and the eceused sssessin, 
;,ee Harvey Osweld. 

There was more than one such session, to my certain knowledge. 

There were three in a single five-day period alone. 

The Archives insistea, as they said in Eckhoff's September 3 

letter this answered, "No transcript for the executive session of 

January 22, 1964, to which you refer has been found among the records 

of the Commission." 

In saying this, Mark 2ckhoff, Director of the Diplomatic, Legal 

and Fiscal Division, told the truth. Unintendedly, he was also helpful 

in other ways. 

The fact is that there is no transcript of that sensational 

executive session - not anywhere! 

Rankin did not forget hie old friend, Hoover, nor his concept of 

his responsibility to the Commission or to what has come to be called 

the "national interest.] 
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Tracing this out and establishigg it was neither easy nor pleasant. 

After following one blind trail after another, I finally started exploring 

the Commission's innocuous-seeming "housekeeping" files, the records of 

its expenditures. Thera, sure enough, with every penny spent, at least 

theoretically, having to be accounted for, I found a file labeled, "Ward 

and Paul - Reporting Services." It all seemed above suspicion to casual 

examination but, when it was read slowly, it was not at all innocent. 

This large file secounted for the taking of all the testimony be-

fore the Commission and of depositions taken by the staff in Washington 

and throughout the country. It holds all of the relevant letters from 

all of those who forwarded the transcripts. It includes Rankin's penny-

pinching with the official investigation of how a President was assassi-

nated. Example: Reducine the number of copies of transcript ordered 

to below the minimum needed for careful staff and member examination. 

There were also records like nothing else in our history. 

Among the records of delivery on Ward & Paul printed forms there 

is Receipt No. 3001. It I- dated January 22, 1964. It covers "nine 

copies of proceedings before the President's Commission on the Assassi-

nation of President KEnnedy in re TOP SECRET held at Washington, D. C. 

on January 21, 1964_." The receipt is signed by Mrs. Julia T. ride, 

Rankin's administrative aide. A release is affixed by rubber stamp. 

As filled in it records that delivery was made at ,!:;:5 a.m. January 22 

by Jesse L. lerd., Jr., in person. Good, secure service when the bees 

himself handles it. 

Two notes are typed in. At the bottom, near the release, is 

"ATTENTION: J. Lee Renkin." Under the description of whes ewes delivered 

is 

also, Reporter's notes, master sheets, carbon paper, waste (sic). 

I I have the transcript of this executive session. It is numbered 
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"Volume 4. fl 

Volume 5 is covered by Receipt No. 3013, the next one. It also 

is signed by Julia T. Eide. It is filled in with identically the same 

words save for the dates, January 28th, covering the executive session 

of January 27. Ward again made delivery, at 9:10 a.m. 

So, although there was this hectic executive session of January 

22, about Oswald as a federal agent, the numbering of the transcripts 

confirms the Orwellian report of the Archives that it does not exist. 

But in this great emergency, Ward & Paul did send a court reporter who 

did record every word eaLI, yet no transcript. 

Part of the explanation is disclosed in the trouble Wsrd & Paul 

had getting paid. By March 10 the Commission owed them $4,629.75, all 

accounted for in a bill directed to Rankin's attention and sworn to by 

Wayne Birdsall, long-time Ward & Paul manager. The notary is Anthony 

S. Peatnyck. 

The tabulation of transcripts is in chronological order. In 

some cases, 10 copies were made. If each of the seven members got one 

and a copy was reserved for printing, there remained at most two copies 

for the staff to work with. 

There is none faLimalmli. 

That is accounted for in a separate entry et the bottom. It 

reads: 

Jan. 22 No write-up (reporter's notes confiscated by Commis-
sion). 

This in not the full entry. I shall also quote the balance. 

But I do not want the full impact of this t be lost. 

Here, after all that long period of official sitoi,Jiance of credi-

ble reports thAt Oswald had been a federal informant, the first official 

acknowledgment of it was rendered non-existent, the Commission having 
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confiscated the court reporter's notes after ordering that they not be 

transcribed! 

They were not transcribed. No record at all. 

Has there ever bean anything like this in our history? 

A President is assassinated. His accused assassin, himself 

having been conveniently assassinated while in custody, is alleged to 

have had government connections. Then the only record of these top-

secret deliberations is confiscated and with the greatest care hidden - 

not once referred to  in any of the estimated 10,000,000 officially-

published words! 

To put it more bluntly, if clic official version 1-7 correct, if 

Oswald did kill the President. then the assassin had been accused of 

being a federal employee and the first official consideration of it is 

totallj 

Can anything warrant a more sinister interpretation? 

Any part of it - secrecy or elimination? 

Can anything 2.,:aca acre eupport to the belief that Oswald, wnether 

or not the essessin, had such complicating connections? 

There 	no poesibility of error here. My checking could not 

have been more thorough. I also obtained F, ohronolo-71.0P1 listing (from 

File PC-2) of all coure-repertin; services. 

The three executive sessions, of January 21, 22 and 27, appear 

in that order. The same legend appears for all three under "Total 

Copies," with i,:eni:deal eApie)netions: 

"9", followed by "#1 of 9 through 9 of 9." 

Following the January 22 se lion, this is stricken through. After 

that date, to of the columns Frs. blank. These are headed "Dote Shipped" 

and "Recoipt No." All three trenscripta are entered as "daily under 
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"delivery," meaning first thing the following morning. This includes  

that of January 22. Like all other entries for that date, this, too, 

is crossed out. 

But the story is even worse. 

First, the petty chiseling. 

Ford, careful not to mention a word of what was said -at that 

secret meeting, said it lasted over an hour and a half. With long 

periods of silence, that is many words. 

Now. a court-reporting firm cannot exist if all it does is pro-

vide a court reporter who takes notes and never transcribes them. 

Especially not if the reporter does not begin work until after the end 

of the normal working day, on overtime, and then in sn extreme emer-

gency, with all the attendant extra costs. So, for the company's and 

the reporter's dropping everything else, mobilizinz an extra staff for 

emergency transcription, rushing to the Commission's offices instead of 

eating supper, giving up a night's plans, Ward * Paul was paid the 

munificent total of e'4)24.751 

This was computed on an estimate that seems low, that the hour 

and a half of executive session would have totaled only 30 pages. These 

were paid for at $0.825 per estimated non-page. (250 words per page is 

a generous estimate.) 

Actually, there was nc provision for such a  contin:1:ency in the 

contract. It does not even charge for the taking of the notes. In 

accordance with prevailin practice for counties,: years payment is on 

a sliding-scale, per-page basis. This 1.e set forth in the January 7, 
1964, proposal that was accepted. It provides a Mini um leer-or:Re charge 

of $1.65 for an original a.ed two copies up to a maxLmum of $3.15 for a 

total of 25 copies. 
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To this insult and injury was added abuse. Bills were not paid 

monthly. Handwritten notes on this March 10 bill for Januaryts work 

read: 

Req. *30 sent to Mr. Malin and Miss Dove 3-13-64. /Tt was. 
I have it.7 

3-2? 	Ward called to ask when he might expect payment. 
3-10 Called Mr. Malin - Talked to Miss Dove = fieq sent in 

3-17:64 Takes about 10 work days to process. 

These notes do not appear on all file copies of the bill. I have 

copies from other files in which they do not. One diccloses only that 

Ward had to ask for his $4,62(3.75. 

Next, the true and complete dedication to Orwell. 

There is this simple note typed on a plain plac3 	paper: 

2/7/64 - 10:30 a.ru. 

Mr. Elmer Moore of Secret Service tc,cic ell 

as waste material delivered by 6.-ird 64 Pf,u1 to 

date to be burned with other 	 -t th? 

White House and under supervision of ;alit°, House 

Police. 

Julia side 

Other descriptions of what was delivered 	Ward 	Paul include 

dictabelts in addition to "Reporter's notes, master sheets, carbon 

paper." 

Prior to burning, the ultimate in thoroughness, slro from other 

sources, "shreddiniz." 

Orwell called it the "memory hole," the piece everything destroyed 

was put. 

Here, of all the most inappropriate plao:,s, the White House was 

the "memory hole." 

The residence of the man who became President only because of 
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the assassination thus investigated - the complete destruction of the 

first official consideration of whether the man who made him President 

had worked for the governments 

Alas, this is not the end of the official covering-up of the 

story of Oswald as some kind of federal agent. It is but the beginning. 

When Texas, officially, told Washington what it had long known, 

Washington could not ignore it. Ford slides over it, saying only that 

at its January 22 session, "The Commission made the decision to ask 

the Texas Attorney General, District Attorney Wade and any other Dallas  

officials (emphasis added) who had knowledze of these allegations to 

come at once to Washington and secretly present what they had heard." 

The others were not only "Dallas" officials. It was the Texas 

Court of Inquiry plus the Dallas officials who accompanied them. Ford 

and still-existing official records avoid reference to the official 

Texas inquiry. 

It would not have been more secret. 

Ford says of this secrecy only that "The Texas officials slipped 

into the nation's capital with complete anonymity." With the Washington 

press corps, that takes some doing. 

How it was done is in part indicated in a January 23 telegram to 

Rankin from Carr's assistant, John Stegall. It reached Washington about 

noon. The copy in the Commission's "GA 2 Texas" file has this added in 

Rankin's handwriting, "noted 1-23-6L. J L R." It was arranged for the 

Texans to arrive after dark, after the end of the working day: 

Carr party will leave Dallas Braniff Flight #110 at 4:15 
P.M. EST arrive Natidanal Airport, Washington 7:30 PM. EST. 
Regards. 

This time Rankin did not repeat the mistake of ordering . court 
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reporter, as the records already cited show. There were no such ser-

vices between the January 22 session - the records of which are de-

stroyed - and that of January 27, which soon will interest us. No 

transcript, no need to use the "memory bele." On the other hand,.wisely, 

as it turned out when Ford sold his blsbbermouthing, it was decided that 

this could not he ignored entirely. Instead, Rankin prepared a MO: 

RANDUM FOR THE FILES." It certainly was not for investigative reporters 

like me, for it was placed in only those files to which there was no 

index or guide of any meaningful kind, those then never expected to be 

seen by anyone - ever. Later, they were not accessible for research 

when the numbered ones or "CPs" were. By the time they were accessible, 

most researchers had abandoned their interest, having done their writ-

ing, and the commercial press had no interest. 

This memo is undated, so there is no way of knowing when it was 

written. This is not the norm for the man who is so punctilious he notes 

such things as having read a telegram. When letters were drafted for his 

signature, the date of drafting was required on all carbon copies. Its 

subject is, "Rumors that Oswald was an undercover sgent," Copies were 

placed in the "GAT CIA," "Oswald, L. H. Post-Russian Period" and "GA/ 

FBI" files, from which my copy comes. 

Here it is, in full: 
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