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Dear Jack,
kow 1'm sorry I didn't take Steve Jaffe's addresses when you offered them.

And now I'd like you to be in touch with him, as 1'11 suplain, Bgt first some
other explanations, sa you'll know.

During the Ray evidentiary hearing I et a Playboy writer, vim Mcfinley, fle zade
a Tavorable inpression vn me. His asclgnement aleo apjealed to me a3 workh+hile and honest.
I agreed to be helpful to him subject to what is normel among journalists, confidential-
ity. The two major sreas are wy relationship with fay and uy own work, which I tclf him
1 was not about to give away. He sgreed and I tried, without success, %o help hime

Later he came hero with an editor of Playboy, to see if Playboy could pet
interested in the areillary rights to Post Mortes. This was before I printed ite
He later told me that the editor and everyone else, including the buréaucracy of the
Bunny Clubs, bad apyroved the project - all the way up to lefner, who nized it%. He
also told me that as a result of much thought after the alleged (I &in't keow, of course)
Hefner rejecthon, Meyboy had dscided to do a seriss of violence in America. Waile
I'G have liked to have sold the prepublication rights to Post lortem I was pleased
with their copout, & field in wiich, going bacik to iha 19308, 1've had wuch experiences
He then told me that tney had agreed to hire me as a consultant. I accepted. However,
when they first called on me, t'is was tranaferred irto vhat they call Playhov's
(my enphasis) History of Assassination. Although there is a greai difference, I had
glven my word and I tried %o keep it

The bLognn with their sending a woman researcher herc. As beat I recall hercname
it is Ann Gurlein. I spent sowe time letting her comy elipuings and things like that
on my machine, (yes, efterward I oquried a service cell,) I loaned her books that can't
be replaced and I do not have them back. I have asked Pleyboy for these ssweral times
and still do not have them.

To jump ahead, oun the JFK etuff they stols, 1iterall¥,from ne. Extensively, too.
By the tisze I lsarrea it they claized they were about %o go to preoes and no chanzges
could be made. I agreed %o make no clalm, file no olaim, in raturn for a nominal set-
Ylement and simnmltaneously told them not to steal any wore, that I didhAt wont money
in return for stealing, I dida't want my wori used that way. They wrote me that they
found my requests quite reasonables

The next thing I got in xeroxes of the manusorlzt was their King stuff. I was
shocked, My published and unpublished stufi was again il stoben, exteusively, with
the cheapest high-school journalism attempts at .asiing this. I notified thom immediately.
Then I got a lawyer's letier fron their house counsel ascuringgs me that this had besn
eliminated, "y request for proofs prior to publication so we could both be srotected
was rejected. When I wrote and sald 1'd seek and injunction in federal court & I did tell
them I hac a book resecarvched and partly writien - they assured me that what + objected
to had been slizdinated. Through their hous= counsel, whosc ngme I remember as Leonurd
Rubin, ‘= also phonsé me. He always clalmed that ay letiers had been ddlayed. ‘his
left ue in the positdon, as 1 wrote him, of not having a basis to go to court to prevent
damage to me because he had given me these assurances. And although I had planncd to go
to federal court in Baltimore and had spoiken to lawyers, I could not.

I don't drive much since the phlebitis. last ueekend we had a fandly funcilion
in Fhiladelphis. ¥y wife, leoring for sowething tc read, got a Plavboy in the “altimore
station. She read some of it on the train. But she kmew nothing about wy arrangsements
with Playboys's writer so she could not alert me to what 41 have found.
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This is a pleasant Sunday. So, with nmuch oussids vork to do = we have mor: than
ive acres — anu needing the excredse, which is especially indicated for the post=-
phlebitis conditioa, after the dew was dry I worksi outszide, for about an hour at a
tiue, On the hour of rest between these bursts I read the curreoht Playboy piece. Yn
the second break I read what is stolen, with amateurish atienpts to hide it, from work
that  is uniqualy mine. I do mean uniguely, toce

Plagiarisn is the mest common characteristic of tiis entire sories claimed by
Playboy to be its omn. With e i? 13 alao the’t or in ordinary lingo, lerceny after
trust. I warned then avout this repaatedly, uot just with me, because it is all ripoed
of. and presented as Playboy's own work. Believe me, their cousutlant is quite pre-
pared to prove tila in soveral ways. Firet, I bave Lha originals, Lefove type sa- set.
snd then, so everyone acould b protucied, I sugyssted to thom that it bs tapeds S0 I
also have some tapes. dot all bLecause I d@d not aaticipate this and probably reused
soua cassetttes. uowevar, 1 am sure that I have wore toan euough tapas. Hever dreaming
their writer, who 1 iiked, was a crook, one ol my purposes was to satisfy hiu.

Without o word-by-word couparisoa I can't bs 1000 surd, For ell praciical
purposes, despite the assurances of their house ocounsel, in lebiers and by phone-
taped ~nuthing of afy sousaquonce was changed or eliminated. There nay have hezn zome
chenges to male further false fretense. Sut wihal is my ouwn waork, precisely that %o
which L objected and was assured had baen elirinated, s all in tha publishad plecas

Aside from the book L have two=-thirds writéen, a friend has beem ropresenting e
in iollywood. He was hers not long ago. Just this week he apuroachec a produgtion
co.vany there. lot only did Playboy, by its taievery, iske the edge off of if, which
is hurtfuic snough - byt why ehould anyténs now buy the rights to my work from me? No
matier how much the work is mine and mine alorve,

Back to Jaffe. ['m told ne is close to Hefpar.

T don't know what I can do. I am without meens. But I do lmow what I am willing
to try to do to protect syself and wy vights. llefney and Playboy have stoden my worke I
told them not to because I was then working on this book and have spent an enoymous
smount of tino aud for me money on a suit relevant to it. It hac cloaned me so thorovghly
just earlier today L wrots a friend asding Bim to try to help witn it and this, oo,
Playboytstole, sous ol tnis sult of which 1 had, ze their coasultant, to tell their
writer —not for use but for his aporoach. To proect flayboy apainst devslopemtns with
the lay they have betueen eduting snd appearsnce.

First of all, I think the absent lu Hollywood Hefner should know what his people
have besn doifig. Next 1 tidnk he should Inow what the potential for adm and hiz proporty
is it 1 have to protect myssd¥f, There is wore but he should imwow that + have most of
the tepes of sy consultation. These include repeated and gpecific warning about théit,
not only froi: me in the JFK material but in the entire field, including King.He and they
ate foolish Af they kid thomsel¥es on thig,Theft iz the nredoninating characteristic,
asideg pethans, from aycovbancys

When T cen T'11 be writing Playoby's lawyer snd writer. But if Jaffe is Hefner's
friend, sa I've bosn Hold, Ifhink Rafner shouvld know. snd I'4 like fo know =hai Helner
thinks abont this situatdson.

Sincerely,



