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The Phone Call
That Never Was

RALEIGH SPECTATOR, 1T JUL BO

Evidence

in new book
brings mystery
to Raleigh

Conspiracy by Anthony Summers;
New York: McGraw-Hill Book Co.;
illus., 640 pp.

“It is certainly possible that a
renegade element in U.S.
intelligence manipulated Oswald —

whatever his role on Nov. 22, |
1963. That same element may have
activated pawns in the anti-Castro
movement and the Mafia to
murder the President.”

BY GROVER B. PROCTOR, JR.
hat this statement, a guote
from BBC television producer
Anthony Summers’ new book
Conspiracy, could appear on

on the cover of a volume published
by one of the nation's largest and
most reputable firms demonstrates
how far attitudes concerning the
investigation into the assassination of
John F. Kennedy have come, That it
represents not the research and
findings of the stereotypical conspi-
racy “nut,” but a major governmental
mvesugnlwe body, indicates how
major a re-think has occurred
concerning the case in the last few
years.

Ever since the House Assassina-
tions Committee exploded the myth
of the lone assassin last year, there
has been a need for a volume that
would tie together all of the myriad
facts uncovered in that investigation
into one comprehensible narrative. In
doing this, Summers has, to my mind,
produced the finest, most
authoritative, and best researched
piece of investigative journalism ever
published on the Kennedy murder.

With obvious diligence and
discipline, Summers has waded
through the morass of imponderable
evidence, evaluated, collated, and
sorted it all out, collected reams of
his own interview transcripts, and
written the “state of the art™
document on assassination research.
1t is, however, so eminently readable
that Norman Mailer compared it to a
John Le Carre’ novel.

The responsible and cautious
weighing of well-documented evidence

and the inescapable logic of its
presentation are the hallmarks of this
book. With the detachment that
comes not only from his journalistic
skills but also from his British
“outsider's” viewpoint, Summers bows
to no sacred cows. If he feels the
evidence does not warrant a given
conclusion, be it one held
traditionally by conspiracy minded
assassinologists or by Warren
Commission advocates, he will attack
it with an impressive arsenal of
reasoning and fact, It is, in short, a
compelling document,
The Today Show
No book dealing with perhaps the
most controversial subject of this
century could appear without
touching off sparks of its own. For
Summers, it began a few weeks ago
when he was interviewed on NBC's
Today Show about the book. The
fireworks concerned Summers’
reporting of one of the key mysteries
of the case as uncovered by the
House Assassinations Committee.
Antonio Veciano, a leader in the

militant Cuban refugee movement of
the Sixties, told House investigators
that for 13 years his CIA contact was
a man who called himself “Maurice
Bishop,” and that in August or
September of 1963, he met with
Bishop and a man he later m:ngmzed
as Lee Harvey Oswald. In attempting
to find the real identity of “Bishop,”
the Committee issued a composite
drawing based on descriptions
provided by Veciano.

———=a

- Editor’s note: Spectator reviewer
Grover Proctor, Jr., has for years
studied the assassination of John F.
Kennedy. As an amateur expert on that
black day in Dallas, Mr. Proctor has
spoken to civic groups and has written
several articles on the subject. When it
was discovered that a new book on the
assassination has been received by the
academic and scientific community as

e
————— e ———————

the authoritative guide, and that a
previously disregarded slip of paper
connecting Lee Harvey Oswald 10
Raleigh was a part of the research in the
book, we asked Mr. Proctor to review i1,
contact his other sources, including the
author, and pull together for our
readers the sense of the book and
whatever information is available on
“The Raleigh Connection.”
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(Continued from page 3)
“1 was dumbfounded at what
happened next. Mrs. Swinney opened
the key to Oswald and told him, ‘I'm
sorry, the number doesn’t answer.’
She then unplugged and disconnected
Oswald without ever really trying to
put the call through. A few moments
later, Mrs. Swinney tore the page off
her notation pad and threw it into the
wastepaper basket.”

After Mrs. Swinney left work at
approximately 11:00 p.m., Mrs. Troon
says she retricved the slip of paper,
and copied the information from it
onto a telephone slip commonly used
by the operators to record calls, so
that she could keep it as & “souvenir.”

That slip, which would turn up
seven years later in a Freedom of
Information suit brought by Chicago
researcher Sherman H. Skolnick (a
civil action filed in Federal District
Court in Chicago, April 6, 1970, No.
70C 790) contains some startling
things. It purports to show a collect
call attempted from the jail by Lee
Harvey Oswald to a John Hurt
Area Code 919-834-7430 and it gives
another telephone number in the 919
Area Code, 833-1253 . The first
number has subsequently been
identified as a number in the Raleigh
exchange and is today listed in the

- Raleigh Telephone Directory in the

name of John D. Hurt. (The slip is
‘reproduced in the Appendix of the
1975 book, Coup d'Erat in America
by Canfield and Weberman and
appears with this article.)

The second number on the slip has
not been verified and a page by page
examination of the 1963 Raleigh
telephone and city directory
by two tireless Raleigh researchers
e —i—

Hurt confirmed fo |
counterintelligence during the

other than an Insurance c.

" or that he had made

has determined that the number
does not appear in the listings.
Subsequent research has not,
however, been able to determine if at
that time the number was issued to a
non-published subscriber.

The first number, however, presents
much less of a mystery. 1 dialed the
number and spoke with Mr. John
Hurt at some length. (See excerpts from
that interview on this page.) Hurt
denied that he made or received a call to
or from the Dallas jail or Lee Harvey
Oswald. when asked if he knew of any reason
why Lee Harvey Oswald would wish
to call him, he said, “I do not. | never

“No knowledge whatsoever”

Excerpts from a telephone
conversation between Grover Proctor
and a man identifying himself as John
Hurt who answered the phone at 834-
7430 on July 9 of this year.

MR. PROCTOR: Do you know
any reason why Oswald would have
tried to call you?

MR. HURT: | do not. | never
heard of the man before Président
Kennedy's death. | was a great
Kennedyphile, and 1 would have been
more inclined to kill him than
anything else.

MR. PROCTOR: Oswald, you
mean.

MR. HURT: Yes.

MR. PROCTOR: Did you place a
call that day to the Dallas jail?

MR. HURT: No, | did not, and he
didn't place a call to me either, 1
don't know how | ever got
(unintelligible).

MR. PROCTOR: Da you have any
explanation as to why your name ...

MR. HURT: None whatever.

MR. PROCTOR: Do you have the
telephone number 833-1253 (the
second number on the slip) in any of
your business associations?

MR. HURT: No.

MR. PROCTOR: Did you in 19637

MR. HURT: No, I did not.

MR. PROCTOR: That was the
other name listed on the telephone
slip beside your name.

MR. HURT: I didnt know. My
number has been the same for, oh I'd
say forty years.

LE N ]

MR. PROCTOR: In speaking with
another investigator that called you
about six years ago, you indicated
at that time that during World War 11
you were in the Counterintelligence
Division. Is that correct? .

MR. HURT: That’s correct.

MR. PROCTOR: You left that,
and went into investigative work after
the war.

MR. HURT: | was in insurance
claims adjusting work, and 1 worked
for a year for the state as a
(unintelligible).

MR. PROCTOR: Were you ever
involved as an agent in the Defense
Department’s Industrial Security
Command?

MR. HURT: No, | was not.

MR. PROCTOR: So, once again,
you have no knowledge of any call
made from your number or to your
number that day?

MR. HURT: No knowledge
whatsoever. ]

e Tick Tock Shop
Grand/father Ciock
Sates and Service

3042 Medlin Dr. » 787-6081

Bobby Trogden

Chez Condoret & Cabaret at Condoret

We'll reopen Aug. 1 with “Old Blue Eyes is Back Again.”

is closed for remodeling.

sex & relationships

781-8883
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