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STARVING
 BIAFRA 

w
e
a
lth

 a
n

d
 p

o
te

n
tia

l, b
u

t trib
a
l 

strife and am
bitions have produced 

m
o
re b

lo
o
d
sh

ed
 an

d
 b

ru
tality

 th
an

 
in

 an
y
 o

th
er p

art o
f A

frica—
ev

en
 

th
e C

o
n
g
o
. T

an
zan

ia h
as reeled

 
u
n
d
e
r c

iv
il strife

, a
n
d
 th

e
 little

 
islan

d
 o

f P
em

b
a is h

eld
 u

n
d

er o
p

-
p

ressiv
e, au

th
o

ritarian
 ru

le. 
D

r. H
erm

an M
iddlekoop, a spe-

c
ia

list in
 ru

ra
l h

e
a
lth

, w
a
s a

p
-

pointed in M
arch to supervise help 

com
ing in from

 the W
orld C

ouncil 
of C

hurches. A
pparently his efforts 

o
n
 b

e
h
a
lf o

f th
e
 B

ia
fra

n
s h

a
v
e
 

failed
. H

is o
w

n
 w

o
rd

s sp
ell d

o
o

m
: 

"O
u

r p
resen

t g
o

al, 4
0

 to
n

s a d
ay

, 
w

ill o
n
ly

 p
o
stp

o
n
e th

e d
eath

 o
f a 

few
 p

eo
p
le. It is lik

e g
iv

in
g
 a d

rip
 

feed
 to

 a p
erso

n
 w

ith
 a stro

k
e. T

h
e 

catastrophe cannot be averted w
ith-

o
u

t a co
m

p
lete cease-fire w

ith
in

 a 
m

o
n
th

, o
p
en

in
g
 u

p
 all tran

sp
o
rta-

tion into and w
ithin B

iafra. T
he fig-

ure of several m
illion people likely 

to
 b

e d
ead

 b
y

 th
e en

d
 o

f A
u

g
u

st is 
q

u
ite co

rrect, an
d

 th
at six

 m
illio

n
 

p
e
o

p
le

 w
ill d

ie
 in

 th
e
 n

e
x

t 
six 

m
o
n
th

s w
ith

o
u
t a cease-fire an

d
 

m
assive help, I have no doubt." 

T
he W

orld C
ouncil of C

hurches 
an

d
 th

e U
n
ited

 N
atio

n
s h

av
e ac-

co
m

p
lish

ed
 little to

w
ard

 th
e p

eace 
an

d
 w

elfare o
f A

frican
s u

n
d

er th
e 

p
resen

t au
th

o
ritarian

 reg
im

es. T
h

e 
dictatorships thrive w

hile their op-
p
o
sitio

n
 is starv

ed
 an

d
 slain

. T
h
e 

p
o
litical co

n
sp

iracy
 in

 A
frica is 

alm
ost beyond belief. 
T

h
e U

n
ited

 N
atio

n
s th

ro
w

s u
p
 

one hand in horror over the starva-
tion in B

iafra, w
hile the other hand 

carefu
lly

 sig
n

s d
o

cu
m

en
ts co

n
- 

dem
ning R

hodesia. T
he U

N
 im

poses 
san

ctio
n
s o

n
 R

h
o
d
esia in

 an
 effo

rt 
to

 starv
e th

at co
u
n
try

 in
to

 su
b
m

is-
sio

n
. If R

h
o
d
esia's eco

n
o
m

y
 fails, 

th
is co

u
ld

 h
ap

p
en

, ju
st as it h

as in
 

B
iafra. T

h
e d

o
u
b
le stan

d
ard

 th
at 

co
m

es o
u
t o

f th
e U

n
ited

 N
atio

n
s is 

both illegal and im
m

oral. It is m
ore 

an
d

 m
o

re ap
p

aren
t th

at th
e U

N
 is 

not concerned w
ith people, but w

ith 
en

co
u

rag
in

g
 co

m
m

u
n

ist d
ictato

r-
sh

ip
s. 

N
ig

e
ria

 is a
 p

a
rt o

f A
fric

a
. 

B
iafra w

as a p
art o

f N
ig

eria. T
h
e 

Ib
o

s are b
u

t o
n

e o
f th

e 2
5

0
 trib

es 
o
rig

in
atin

g
 fro

m
 N

ig
eria. A

re th
ey

 
to

 b
e starv

ed
 o

u
t o

f ex
isten

ce b
e-

cause they prefer to be independent 
o
f a b

ru
tal d

ictato
rsh

ip
? 

R
h

o
d

esia is also
 a p

art o
f A

fri-
ca. T

he tribal chiefs have supported 
Ian S

m
ith's governm

ent all the w
ay. 

A
re w

e going to allow
 R

hodesia to 
be starved out of existence because 
she doesn't w

ant to lay herself open 
to

 a n
ativ

e d
ictato

rsh
ip

 ad
v

o
cated

 
by the U

nited N
ations and S

ocialist 
B

ritain
? 

T
h
ese d

ictato
rsh

ip
s, h

eav
ily

 
flav

o
red

 w
ith

 co
m

m
u

n
ism

, are b
e-

in
g

 im
p

o
sed

 o
n

 m
an

y
 A

frican
 n

a-
tio

n
s. D

ictato
rsh

ip
 is w

h
at R

h
o

-
d

esia, so
u

th
ern

 A
frica, an

d
 B

iafra 
are rejectin

g
. W

h
en

 th
e U

n
ited

N
a-

tio
n

s d
em

an
d
s self-ru

le in
 A

frica, 
it lay

s th
e.w

h
o
le A

frican
 co

n
tin

en
t 

open to com
m

unism
. 

A
ny 

g
o

v
e
rn

m
e
n

t th
a

t is b
ig

 
en

o
u
g
h
 to

 g
ive yo

u
 everyth

in
g
 you 

w
ant 

is b
ig

 en
o

u
g

h
 to

 ta
ke every-

th
in

g
 yo

u
 h

a
ve. 

T
h
ere is n

o
w

 a C
atalog of F

ed-
era

l A
ssista

n
ce P

ro
g

ra
m

s. It h
as 

b
een

 m
ad

e av
ailab

le to
 th

,e p
u

b
lic 

b
y

 th
e In

fo
rm

atio
n

 C
en

ter o
f th

e 
O

ffice of E
conom

ic O
pportunity. A

s 
you qan im

agine, it is large. In fact, 
it h

as 7
0

0
 p

ag
es. 

Its first 143 pages contain a list-
ing of approxim

ately 2,100 federal 
assistan

ce p
ro

g
ram

s. T
h
e n

ex
t 4

5
0
 

p
ag

es d
escrib

e th
e p

ro
g
ram

s an
d
 

tell the reader how
 to obtain a

ssis-
tance u

n
d
er each

 p
ro

g
ram

. 
M

o
re th

an
 a m

illio
n
 p

eo
p
le in

 
N

ew
 Y

ork C
ity alone get som

ekind 
o
f g

o
v
ern

m
en

t w
elfare. O

n
e N

ew
 

Y
o
rk

 fam
ily

 o
n
 relief h

as b
een

 re-
p
o
rted

 as receiv
in

g
 $

1
6
0
 a m

o
n
th

 
fo

r ren
t fo

r a fo
u

r-ro
o

m
 ap

artm
en

t 
in

 a
n

 a
ttra

c
tiv

e
 a

re
a
. T

h
e
y

 a
lso

 
receiv

e $
1

1
2

.7
0

 a m
o

n
th

 fo
r fo

o
d

, 
plus $5.90 m

onthly for laundry, plus 
free m

ed
ical an

d
 d

en
tal care. 

O
n the average, each A

m
erican 

fam
ily w

ill pay m
ore than $3,000 as 

its share of the $180 billion federal 
budget. 

O
ne reason for m

uch of the w
el- 

fare, th
e p

o
litician

s an
d

 lib
erals 

tell u
s, is th

at so
 m

an
y
 o

f th
e p

o
v
-

erty
 strick

en
 lack

 jo
b

 train
in

g
. 

In
 th

e 1
9

6
7

 fiscal y
ear th

e Jo
b

 
C

o
rp

s "train
ed

" 3
9

,0
0

0
 en

ro
llees. 

T
h
e av

erag
e co

st fo
r each

 en
ro

llee 
w

a
s $

7
,6

4
0
. T

h
e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s 
C

h
am

b
er o

f C
o
m

m
erce ch

eck
ed

 a 
ran

d
o

m
 sam

p
le o

f 1
9

5
 Jo

b
 C

o
rp

s 
"g

rad
u

ates." T
h

e Jo
b

 C
o

rp
s su

p
-

p
lied

 th
eir n

am
es, alo

n
g
 w

ith
 th

e 
n

a
m

e
s o

f th
e
ir e

m
p

lo
y

e
rs. T

h
e
 

findings show
ed that of the 195 w

ho 
w

ere trained, only forty-three w
ere 

still em
p
lo

y
ed

. T
h
irty

-sev
en

 o
f th

e 
127 w

ho quit w
ork had no explana-

tio
n

. T
h

irty
 w

ere fired
 fo

r ab
sen

-
teeism

 o
r p

o
o
r w

o
rk

. T
w

elv
e left 

fo
r "p

erso
n
al" reaso

n
s. T

en
 left 

w
ith

o
u
t n

o
tice, n

in
e w

en
t in

to
 th

e 
serv

ice, an
d

 eig
h

t to
o

k
 o

th
er jo

b
s. 

F
iv

e o
f th

ese Jo
b

 C
o

rp
s g

rad
u

ates 
"d

id
n

't lik
e th

e w
o

rk
," an

d
 th

ree 
retu

rn
ed

 to
 sch

o
o
l. T

h
ere w

as n
o
 

in
fo

rm
atio

n
 to

 b
e fo

u
n
d
 o

n
 th

e re-
m

ain
in

g
 train

ees. 
M

u
ltip

ly
in

g
 th

e 1
2

7
 w

h
o

 q
u

it 
w

o
rk

 b
y

 th
e co

st o
f train

in
g

 th
em

 



STARVING 
N

igeria is again
 tak

in
g a toll of 

civ
il strife. T

rib
a
l w

a
rs a

re b
itter 

a
n

d
 b

ru
ta

l. S
in

ce th
e E

a
stern

 R
e-

gion
, k

n
ow

n
 as B

iafra, p
roclaim

ed
 

itself a rep
u

b
lic, th

e N
igerian

 cen
-

tra
l governm

ent has kept up a policy 
at 

b
ru

tality to
w

ard
 th

e B
iafran

s. 
It 

is th
is 

E
a
stern

 R
eg

io
n

 to
 

w
h

ich
 the M

O
 trib

e fled
. T

h
e Ib

o 

at $
7
,6

4
0
, g

iv
es a to

tal o
f $

9
7
0
,2

8
0
 

o
f tax

p
ay

ers' m
o
n
ey

 g
o
n
e d

o
w

n
 th

e 
d
rain

. 	
!' 

D
id

 y
o
u
 k

n
o
w

 th
at :7

,6
4
2
 em

-
p
lo

y
ees w

o
rk

 fo
r th

e W
ar o

n
 P

o
v
-

e
rty

 a
d
m

in
istra

tio
n
?
 T

h
e
ir a

v
e
r-

ag
e salary

 is $
8
4
9
0
0
. T

o
tal an

n
u
al 

p
a
y
ro

ll fo
r th

e
se

 w
o
rk

e
rs, w

h
o
 

train
 th

e n
o
n
w

o
rk

ers, is $
7
7
,0

0
0
,-

0001 A
 D

em
o
cratic-co

n
tro

lled
 co

m
-

m
itte

e
 in

 D
e
tro

it c
a
lle

d
 a

 sp
e
c
ia

l 
corn m

ittee of the M
ichigan H

ouse of 
R

e
p
re

se
n
ta

tiv
e
s' to

 e
x
a
m

in
e
 th

e
 

W
a
r o

n
 P

o
v
e
rty

 in
 D

e
tro

it. T
h
e
 

co
m

m
ittee rep

o
rt stated

: "O
n
e o

f 
th

e
 m

o
st se

rio
u
s fra

u
d
s o

n
e
 c

a
n
 

co
m

m
it u

p
o
n
 th

e p
o
o
r is to

 p
ro

m
ise 

so
m

eth
in

g
 y

o
u
 d

o
 n

o
t o

r can
n
o
t d

e-
liv

e
r. T

h
e
 re

c
e
ip

ts a
n
d
 d

isb
u
rse

-
m

en
ts fo

r 1
9

6
5

-1
9

6
6

 an
d

 1
9

6
6

-1
9

6
7

 
fisc

a
l y

e
a
rs re

v
e
a
l th

e
 sa

m
e
 p

ic
-

tu
re. T

h
ere is so

 little m
o
n
ey

 left 
fo

r th
e p

o
o
r after salaries an

d
 fix

ed
 

o
v
erh

ead
 th

at o
n
e can

 n
o
 lo

n
g
er re-

fe
r to

 th
is fa

c
t a

s a
n
 irre

g
u
la

rity
. 

O
ne m

ust call it w
hat it is—

a fraud!" 
S

in
ce th

e ap
p
aren

t failu
re o

f th
e 

p
ro

g
ra

m
, six

te
e
n

 Jo
b

 C
o

rp
s c

e
n

-
ters h

av
e b

een
 clo

sed
. T

w
en

ty
-fo

u
r 

m
illio

n
 d

o
llars h

ad
 b

een
 in

v
ested

 in
 

th
e cen

ters. O
n
e o

f th
em

, at S
w

if-
b
ird

, S
o
u
th

 D
ak

o
ta, h

ad
 n

ev
er ev

en
 

b
een

 o
p
en

ed
—

b
u
t th

e alarm
in

g
 fig

-
u

re o
f $

1
,2

6
5

,2
1

0
 w

as sp
en

t o
n

 it. 
T

h
e av

erag
e co

st p
er en

ro
llee 

p
e
r y

e
a
r in

 th
e
 1

6
 c

e
n
te

rs w
h
ic

h
 

h
av

e b
een

 clo
sed

 w
as $

1
1
,2

7
0
. T

h
e 

av
erag

e co
st fo

r p
ro

v
id

in
g
 a co

lleg
e 

ed
u
catio

n
 in

 a p
u
b
lic in

stitu
tio

n
 is 

less th
an

 $
3
,0

0
0
 p

er y
ear p

er stu
-

d
en

t. 

T
h
is is fra

u
d
 o

n
 a

 b
ig

 sc
a
le

, 
w

ith
 m

o
st d

isastro
u
s resu

lts. R
u
n
-

n
in

g
 a fam

ily
 b

u
d
g
et o

n
 lin

es sim
i-

la
r to

 th
e
se

 p
u
b
lic

 w
e
lfa

re
 p

ro
-

g
ra

m
s w

o
u
ld

 g
u
a
ra

n
te

e
 fa

m
ily

 
b
an

k
ru

p
tcy

. S
o
 it is w

ith
 a co

u
n
try

. 
W

e can
n
o
t co

n
tin

u
e sp

en
d
in

g
 tax

-
p
a
y
e
rs' m

o
n
e
y
 fo

r little
 o

r n
o
 re

-
tu

rn
. 

BIAFRA 
trib

e is essen
tially

 k
n
o
w

n
th

ro
u
g
h
-

o
u
t A

frica fo
r its sh

rew
d
n
ess an

d
 

ten
acity

. T
rib

al m
em

b
ers h

ad
 th

e 
g
o
o
d
 fo

rtu
n
e to

 b
e b

o
rn

 in
 th

e m
o
st 

p
ro

sp
ero

u
s p

art o
f N

ig
eria. T

h
ey

 
also

 h
av

e th
e m

isfo
rtu

n
e o

f b
ein

g
 

m
a
ssa

c
re

d
 b

e
c
a
u
se

 o
f th

e
 d

e
e
p
 

en
m

ity
 ex

istin
g
 b

etw
een

 m
em

b
ers 

o
f th

e p
resen

t g
o

v
ern

m
en

t an
d

 th
eir 

o
w

n
 trib

e. 
In

 1
9
6
6
, N

ig
eria's cen

tral g
o
v
-

e
rn

m
e
n
t w

a
s o

v
e
rth

ro
w

n
 b

y
 th

e
 

ib
o
s, an

d
 in

 A
u
g
u
st an

d
 S

ep
tem

b
er 

o
f th

at y
ear, th

e w
o
rld

 w
as to

 w
it-

n
ess th

e m
o
st ap

p
allin

g
 m

assacre 
in

 A
frica. T

h
e p

red
o
m

in
an

tly
 M

o
s-

lem
-d

o
m

in
ated

 N
o
rth

, w
h
ich

 su
c-

c
e
e
d
e
d
 in

 re
e
sta

b
lish

in
g
 itse

lf in
 

o
ffice, b

ro
u
g
h
t in

 th
e arm

y
 an

d
th

e 
slau

g
h
ter b

eg
an

. E
v
ery

 Ib
o
 trib

es-
m

an
 th

at co
u
ld

 b
e fo

u
n
d
 w

as m
as-

sacred
; 3

0
,0

0
0
 in

 all w
ere slau

g
h
-

tered
, leav

in
g
 so

m
e 1

,5
0
0
,0

0
0
 to

 
flee to

 th
e E

astern
 R

eg
io

n
. 

T
h
is reg

io
n
 o

n
ce m

o
re b

ecam
e 

the hom
e of the W

as. It w
as the envy 

o
f o

th
er N

ig
erian

s, an
d
 o

n
 Ju

ly
 7

, 
1
9
6
7
, th

e N
ig

erian
 fed

eral tro
o
p
s 

in
v
ad

ed
 B

iafra an
d
 civ

il w
ar b

ro
k
e 

o
u
t o

n
ce ag

ain
. 

B
iafra has been cut off from

 out-
sid

e co
n
tact w

ith
 th

e w
o
rld

. It h
as 

b
e
e
n
 b

lo
c
k
a
d
e
d
 b

y
 se

a
 a

n
d
 su

r-
ro

u
n
d
ed

 b
y
 fed

eral N
ig

erian
 fo

rces 
o
n
 lan

d
. T

h
e o

n
ly

 lin
k
 to

 th
e .o

u
t-

sid
e w

o
rld

 is a ten
u
o
u
s airlift fro

m
 

n
e
a
rb

y
 S

p
a
n
ish

 a
n
d
 P

o
rtu

g
u
e
se

 
islan

d
s in

 th
e G

u
lf o

f G
u
in

ea. 
T

h
is trib

al co
n
flict h

as b
ro

u
g
h
t 

o
n
 m

ass starv
atio

n
. W

ith
 o

u
tsid

e 
h
elp

 cu
t o

ff, B
iafra is slo

w
ly

 d
is-

so
lv

in
g
 as a sep

arate n
atio

n
. T

h
at is 

p
recisely

 w
h
at th

e N
ig

erian
 g

o
v
-

ern
m

en
t w

an
ts. 

R
ep

o
rts tell u

s th
at b

y
 th

e en
d
 

o
f Ju

ly
 th

ere w
ere m

o
re th

an
 a m

il-
lio

n
 d

ead
 fro

m
 starv

atio
n

. B
y

 th
e 

end of A
ugust a figure of tw

o m
illion 

w
a
s p

re
d
ic

te
d
. A

n
d
 th

e
 In

te
rn

a
-

tio
n
al R

ed
 C

ro
ss rep

resen
tativ

e in
 

B
ia

fra
, M

r. H
e
n
ry

 Ja
g
g
i, sta

te
s,  

"E
ith

e
r w

e
 sit still a

n
d
 w

a
tc

h
 six

 
m

illio
n
 p

eo
p
le g

o
 d

o
w

n
'th

e d
rain

 
w

ith
in

 six
 m

o
n
th

s o
r w

e p
ressu

re 
fo
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 c

e
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se
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T
h
e
 U

n
ite

d
 N

a
tio

n
s h

a
s n

o
w

 
step

p
ed

 in
, to

o
 late to

 p
rev

en
t th

e 
a
p
p
a
llin

g
 c

o
n
d
itio

n
s in

 B
ia

fra
. 

T
h
ese d

ev
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p
m

en
ts sh

o
w
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at all 

n
a
tio

n
s a

re
 n

o
t re

a
d
y
 fo

r se
lf-
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n
. T
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a
l a
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b
itio

n
s 

h
av

e led
 to
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il w
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th
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o
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U
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E
F
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d

 th
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atio

n
al 
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ed
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ro

ss h
av

e b
een
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in

g
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rin

g
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n
d
itio

n
s in
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 th
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tio
n
 

o
f th

e N
ig

erian
 g

o
v
ern

m
en

t, w
ith

o
u
t 

su
c
c
e
ss. T

h
e
ir re

p
re

se
n
ta

tiv
e
s 

h
av

e n
o
t b

een
 ab

le to
 o

b
tain

 p
erm

is-
sio

n
 to
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 th

e v
ictim

s. 
T

h
e
 N

ig
e
ria

n
 g

o
v
e
rn

m
e
n
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-
n
o
red

 th
eir p
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r p

erm
issio

n
 to
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o
th

in
g
 w

o
u
ld
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it 

th
e N

ig
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 g
o
v
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en
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o
re th
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r th
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o
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al rev
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lt to

 d
ie fro

m
 

starv
atio

n
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S
o
 th

e U
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 to
o
k
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 a
n
d
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e
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 lo
o
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. T

h
e
 U

N
 

p
la

n
e
, a

g
a
in

st th
e
 a

d
v
ic

e
 o

f th
e
 

N
ig

e
ria

n
 g

o
v
e
rn

m
e
n
t, d

a
re

d
 th

e
 

d
e
fe

n
se

s a
n

d
 w

e
n

t in
. T

h
e
 re

p
re

-
sen

tativ
es saw

 starv
atio

n
, d

isease, 
an

d
 d

eg
rad

atio
n
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b
lo
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eg
an

. T
h
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w
o
rld

 k
n
ew

 w
h
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as g
o
in

g
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h
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U
N
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d
 w
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ed
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o
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, to
o
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e U
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o
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 b
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 th

e ap
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g
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e m
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s o
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as ex
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te
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 b
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o
st su

c
c
e
ssfu
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