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estlediin a sublrban community north of Miami is the home of E. Howard Hunt—perhaps the world's most famous

spy, second only to [ames Bond. Only the Bond legacy is ane of fiction. Not so for Howard Hunt.

This year marks

the 28th anniversary that a security guard named Frank Wills discovered a taped-open door lock in the basernent
garage of the Watergate complex in Washington, D.C. He called the police, and thereby began the destruction of
Richard Nixon's presidency. During the next two turbulent years, 58 people would be charged with Watergate-related
crimes, 22 would go to jail, and Richard Milhous Nixon would become the first president in American history to
resign the White House, barely one step ahead of impeachment. 5 Watergate also marked the end of a

carefully maintained cover of Howard Hunt's 21-year clandestine
employment with the Cenml Intelligence Agency. For it was Bemard
Barker—ane of Hunt's five-member Watergate entty team—uwhao, when
arrested, was found cumying an address book listing Hunt's phone num-
ber alongside the notaton "W.House.” The connection led the FBI to
Haunt, quickly exposing a web of Whire House and CIA intrigue that
has yer to be fully understood. Publicly exposed, Hunt was indicted and
pleaded guilty to conspiracy, burglary and wiretapping charges.
Sentenced by Judge John Sirica w 35 years in prison, Hunt served 33
moniths before being parcled in 1977

Officially "reticed” from the CIA when he jolned the Nixon
administration in 1971 as a member of the in-house intelligence unit
lwown s *The Plumbers” {nicknaimed for their skill in stopping leaks),
the Agency did not come o Hunt's rescue after his arrest. "If§ou
remember the old ‘Mission: lmpossible’ intro: 'If caught, the Secretary
will disavow any knowledge'—well thar's what they did.” explains Hunt
during an Interview over hinch on his backvard patio.

Hunt's real nume, photogmphs and ClIA background were quickly
disseminared throughour the world media, and his carefully cloaked
identity was unmasked. His shadowy past as ane of the Cold War's most
Infamous operatives was abrupily being scrutinized and disseceed.
Suddenly links were being uncovered berween Hunr and o secret histo-
ry of espionage evils, including the biggest bombshell of them all: the
assassinarion of President John F Kenmedy,

“You know, | once heard from a fellow who worked for me, a retired
colonel, who said, “There’s o feeling around here that you let the
Ageney down, and tha you're resporsible for the disfavor in which the
Agency is held by the general public,”™ Hunt explains. “And 1 said 0
him, What ate you talking about! If anything, the Agency owes me
ane giant apology becinse they were the ones who revealed my coven
connection, after like 30 years of building up a cover. They gave me
away like thae!'" he says with o snap of his fingers. "They, in effect,
tumed over all my files, everything ebe, and said, "Yesh, he'sa CIA
officer. | mean. | cun mlk abour curcomes, but { can'c ik about origins
woryous should ask [former CLA direcror] Dick Helms abour thae”

Now 82 years ok, Hunt is leading a life far removed from his days
of spionage and skullduggery—sort of, He fimst started translating his
experiences ineo fiction back in 1942 with East of Farewell, the first
book ahout the Second World War by an American participent. Since
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then, Hunt has suthared more than 70 well-received spy novels and
polirical capers. His latest—Gudlry Knowledge—is a compelling accounr
of sexunl and political conspiracy in Washington's highest echelons,
The book details how a prominent senator, on the fast ek w being
the finst female president of the United Smites; is blackmailed by politi-
cal forces bent on demiling her ascent to the Oval Office. Hunt calls the
ook, written a year before the Clinton-Lewinsky sax scandal broke, "a
political novel of Washingron today and romorrow ..., The concept of
a female president, whether Mrs. Dole or Mrs. Clinton, is gaining
greater currency,” he says.

Hunt, right, shares 3 lugh with William F, Buckley before appearing on

Buckley's talk show, *Firing Line,” in May 1674. Buckley has bean 2 good
friend of Hunt's since their days together in the CIA dunng the 15505,
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not expect any assistance from the Cuban people until it was al
So | said, 'It's going to have to be done all by us..we have to do it."" —& Howand Hunt

help

Guilry Knotwdedge 15 a dynamic page-tumer—a hallmark of Hunt's
numerows yams over the years. His 1997 novel, Dragon Teeth, was  tsut
thriller of palitical scheming between the United States and China thar
serned remurkably prescient of curment relations. Ir baos been saggested
by some, however, thar Hunt is still CIA, and that the numerous
books—written under pseudonyms such as Gordon Davis, Robert
Dietrich and David St. Johin—are really vehicles for the disemination
of CIA disinfarmation. .

“In @ sense, my books are educational,” muses Hunt, who after a war
injury briefly worked as a war comespondent for Life magazine in the
South Pacific before joining the Office of Strategic Services (forerunner
of the ClA) In 1943, With the 0SS, Hunt operated with Chinese guer-
rillas behind Japaness lines in China. *[ bring to these books a good deal
af personal ixperience, aside from whatever insights 1 might have from
forelgn relarions with the Unired States and the world. | pur that in an
entermining, fictional conexe with diffecent backdrops, whether lodia
or China or Latin America. I've raveled widely and lived what a lot of
people cansider an interesting [ife.”

Indeed. After juining the newly formed CIA in 1949, Hunt served
in Mexico, the Balkans, the Far Fast, Burope, Uruguay and Guatemala,
Hunr ran the psychological and palitical aspects of the ClA'S
Guaremalan coup of 1954, and in 1959 became the U.S. covert

Some of the 1,600-plus men captured during
the falled Bay of Pigs invasion appear befors
& Cuban revelutinnary court in Havana on
April 10, 1962

represenitative to the Cuban provisional gov-
emmeny in exile. The CIA planned to over-
throw Fidel Castro by thaining anti-Castro
Cuban exiles in Florida and infilerating them
it Cuba to stir up a rebellion. Hunt's exile
leaders would then lind and proclaim them-
selves the provisional government of *Free
Cuba." The CIA had previously succeeded
in sponsoring coups in lran, Guatemala and
the Philippines, and Cuba was expected to
be the Agency's next success. But on April
17, 1961, the Bay of Pigs invasion disinte-
grated on the shores of Cuba, and U.S.
involvement was expesed.

Because the ClA invasion plans seemesd
30 obviously flawed, many people believed
that the operation had a clindestine agen-
dn: rrapped on the beach by Castro's forces,
the 1,500 underequipped Cuban exiles
would huve to be saved by u masive U.S.
military intervention, thereby forcing
President Kennedy to invade Cubs—same-
thing to which JFK, who had inherited the
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clear, Well, that doesn't

plan from the Eisenhower administration, was adamancly opposed.

“Thete were people in the Agency and the Department of State
who felt that the Cuban people would rise up against Castro once
American forces were landed,” explains Hunt of the doomed invasion.
“But these were people who didn't speak Spanish, had never spent rime
in Larin America to ger to knew the Latin chanicter. That's why 1 was
asked 1o go over. So | went m Cubn a couple months before the Bay of
Pigs and miked o people in all walls of life. And ] came back and con-
cluded thar any invasion force could nor expect any assistance from the
Cuban people until it was all clear. Well, that doesn't help. So | said, ‘It's
going o have m be done all by us...we have o do it

“See, what Elsenhower promised] the exile group—through me—
was that they would not face hostile air" Hunr continues. *Whar does
thiit mesn? It means there isn't going to be anybody flying topside and
shooting you. It doesn't refer to the number of missions, And that’s the
lirele pissant excuse that the Kennedyites have hid behind all these
years. Because on thar fareful Sunday moming, our exile planes had
gone over and nafled all but theee Castro planes on the ground. So
while they were rearming in Nicamgun—that's where the air bose was—
that san-of-a-hirch Genetal [Charles] Cabell, wha was then the deputy
[CIA director], wandered into cir operations. He had been playing golf
at the Chevy Chase Club and he was sill wearing fucking golf
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clothes—knickers and 1 cap—and he sid, "What’ golng on here? We
sald, "We're ull busy—we're communicating with the field, giving
insrructions on the kind of armament and the loads and che targers.'
And it all kind of boiled out—"We're going to runy anather strike—a
mop-up strike!"

“So this four-star fucking genem| starts saying, ‘Oh, 1 don't know
abonie that! [ don't recall permission being given for multiple strikes.! At
that paint, if anybody had had & gun ini the place, 1 think they would've
shot the cocksucker down! 1 tnean, you have o have a will for victory,
and he didn't. So then we had to get in the operational leaders—[CLA.
officers] Dick Bissell, Tracy Bames, people like that, who had gone
home for a few hours' slesp. And they finally seid, "We'll go over and
talk to che secrerary of stute.’ And then he said, "Well, | think we have
o take this up with the president’ Well, the president s out at his new
recrear at Hickory Hill in Vinginia. So [the secretary] weni out there,

=y Lad,
Hunt [with his attoeney, Henry Goldman) testifiss

because he loved the oppornmity w go and see the president....| mean,
this was a complete farce! And houry Later—ir was now elose o night-
fall in Miami—they said, The president won't allow any more strikes"
Bur if we had just done it—period—it would've been a féw champéme
But it wasn't done, and the Cuban alreraft—ane of them was 2 British
terpedo bomber—came over and sank our ships en route and seranded
our men on the beach . .. and that effectively ended ir.”

Years later, the exrent to which the CIA plotted Castro's demise
befare and after the Bay of Pige—a veritable Pandora’s bux of shady
alliances between the CIA, Mafia and Cuban extles in countless
schemes und attempts to assassinate Castro—would be revealed. So why
did s nany stremps t eliminate Castro's regime fail?

“As far as | was concorned, a bunch of assholes were nnning the

projects,” simmers Hunt “First of all, the United States desperately
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wants to be liked. This is nothing thar ever bothered Jultus Caesar. He
didn't care abour being liked—he had bigger goals. Nor did Alexander
the Great or Churchill. These were sensible, pragmatic leaders. Bue peo-
ple here are imbued with some sort of neo-Chiistian guilt that they
want to be liked by everybody. They don't want to upset the apple
cart—juat settle for the status quo. They're more interested in a smocth
surface than in establishing social justice for, say, the Cubans, or the
Nicamguans ... Well, you can’t tun a covert CIA operation which is
ovenseen by 20 senators and congressmen and Christ knows who else.”
Which brings us ta the CLA of today, which some people question
the relevance of since the end of the Cold War und the collapse of the
Sovier Union. 'T think it’s vety relevane—bur for much different reasons
than in the old days of the Cold War," says Hunt. “Now you have a
series of rogue and renegade countriss, mostly in the Middle East and
parts of Africa, thar pose 3 menace to the United States. And cenainly

at the Senate Watergate Committes hearings on September 24, 1973

there's the conundrum of Red China. And there i the uncontrolled
govemment of North Kores, which i its dearh throes could unleash all
kinds of weapans against South Karea and Japan.

"But the whole problem of recruitment and training and adapt-
ing new ugents is something that the Agency hasn't resolved yer,”
udds Huns. “1 grew up, professionally, in the Cold War, and it takes a
long time to train an agent. Many young peaple don't want to put
that kind of time into learning a career. | can understand that,
because they are required to have cermin language skills, and now, of
course, the intesest bs all away from the Romance languages. It's the
exoric tongues, like Karean, Arabic, Swahili, Urdu and Farsi, that are
needed. Bur who wants to go through all that misery for government
salary, unless the person is super dedicared. Bright people wauld like
to join, but can't afford to because they can starr out at 1BM or
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HULTEN GITTY LA ACENCT

Brought down by the Watergats scandal,
President Richard M. Nixon announces his
resignation to the naton on August 8, 1974,

someplace at a much beer entry level.”

Could the CLA ever return to the vital force
it once was! “Never," Hunt says with a sigh,
“Where's the motivarion] Where's the leadesship?
Where is there an Eisenhower, or even a Truman,
God rest 'em, to say, “This Is something sbsolutely
essential—we have to have it'"! There's no one
like that. You mean to rell me the Ouford protest-
or we have as president is going to say that we
really need a strong CIA? Look at who he's put in
us director—one guy a former chancellor of MIT
and another with a Peace Corps background. |
mean, give me a break! The Agency has become
an intemational welfare organization—picking up
tmsh and garbage in Haiti. | mean, whar the hell
are we doing in Hajti!

“Quite frankly,” Hunt adds, ] think [ would
be tried for insubordination if | wis with the CLA
roday, | mean, [ was used to a period when John
Fester Dulles, for example, was secretary of state,
andd his brother [Allen Dulles] was the director of
the ClA, These were highly educated, very pro-
American gentlemen ...

“Look, the job of the CIA is to protect
United States interests abroad,” he stazes firmly.

-~

“When [ think of Nixon [during Watergate], | think of our World War
Two officers’ training: that a leader takes care of his followers before seeing to
himself—a code Nixon seemed to have forgotten." —& Howard Hunt

“That's why the Agency was founded. And wherever the threat
etmanates from is where the Agency has to be. It has t be there actively,
and not simply as passive observers,”

Given his years of CIA exploits and Warergate prosecution, Hunt
keeps a lower profile these days. He writes in his home office almost
daily, sometimes plays tennis and is rising two teenage children with
his second wife, Laura, whom he mer shortly after leaving prison.
Hunt also has four children, now grown, that he had wich his first
wife, Dorothy—who was killed in & mystericus December 1972 plune
crsh during the nitial Watergate investigations, Dorothy had once
worked far the CIA. and when her United Airlines flight erashed
approaching Chicago’s Midway Airpart, i was discovered that she had
been carrying a large sum of "hush” money—cashier's checks and
money orders—from the Nixon White House. Nixon had been
reelected to o second termi one month previous, Hunt was under arest
and threatening to biow the lid off of Watergare, and Nixon was des-
perately trying to contain the scandal.

After Hunt was arrested, the safe in Hunt’s Whice House office was
apencd end the contents removed. including a smck of ullegedly highly
sensitive documents that were tumned over to then-FBI director

L. Patrick Gray. In December 1972, Gray secretly bumed these docu-
ments at his Connecticut home. According to journalist Tad Swle in
his 1974 blography of Funt, Compulsive Spy, a few days after Dorothy
Hunt'y death, FB agents searched the Hune home for a second set of
the documents that Hunt was rumared to have in his possession. Their
search was iinsuccessful -

Tt was definitely a trying time for Hant, but he savs he never fell
into a sea of self-pity or butterness. “Very early on in my imprisonment,
1 was ar a chilling Jow," he confesses. *Suddenly | had marherless chil-
dren to care for and the family organimrion was disintegrating rapidly.
1 was very depressed and | contemplared suicide a couple rimes. Bur
then | realized | had a choice: either | can sink into the stough of bic-
terniess and destroy my life at a time when my children needed me, or
L could try every effort to excracr myself from this mire and have a pas-
itive attitude rowards the things | must do. And the fist thing was to
conduct mysell in prison, so that | would be eligible for parole. And
after 33 months, | was—1 mean, 1'd gone through so many fucking
things for my government, for my people—| just had ra slump that
uside and get an. the best | could. | came out reasonably unscathed.™

However, what Hunr savs he despised the most was the “religious
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cop-out” of his fellow Watergate conspirators in prison, "Unlike
[Charles) Colson or Jeb Magruder, | didn't claim to be born again and
grab the sawdust trial of rep It made me ashamed of them.
Don't do the crime if you can't do the time ...

*| uses] to ger ar lesst three or four Bibles a month sent to me in
prison from people wha wanted me to repent and follow the Yellow
Brick Road ta salvation,” Hunt says with a grin, “but 1 fele, ‘Hell, | have
nothing o repent!’ Whar | did was an honest effort, any more than 1
have anything to repent for what [ did in World War I1.... Theres a
long-standing lefr-wing cult mentality in this country that believes
parsiotism is wrong.”

Hunt wishes Nixon had fessed up to his knowledge of the inf

approaching. And it was MeCord who wrote the infamous lerrer to
Judge Sirica, just as the affaic was sbout to be swept under the rug, wam-
ing that “higher ups” were involved in Waergate, Another CIA officer,
Alexander Butterfield, let slip 1o the Senare Watergate Commitice that
the president was mping all his Oval Office conversations, providing the
firl nail for Nixon's coffin. Butterfield, an leave from the CIA, had
requested assignment to the White House. Plus, the fint lawyer in the
police precinct the night the burglars were arrested was reportedly a
CLA attomey, there to represent men who had allegedly *reticed” from
the Agency and had no connection with it. And Washington Post
reporter Bob Woodward's “Deep Throat” was & secret source clearly
{ with the intellipence community.

dirty tricks operations run by Hune and G. Gordon Liddy, which also
included their break-in at the Los Angeles office of Daniel Ellsberg’s
pychiatrise afier the publication of the Pentigan Papers, whiich Ellberg
had leaked 10 The New York Times. “The object was to get Ellsberg’s
files, because everyone thought he was psycho doing what he did,"
explains Hunt, “But we didn't get the Information. .. it wasn's 2 success-
ful mission.” For that particular black bag job, the C1A had oudfired
Hunt with a disguise consisting of a wig, a speech-altering device thar fit
in his mouth, false identification papers, as well & 8 miniature camera
concealed in 2 tobaceo pauch (Hunt was a pipe smaker),

“Nixon dishonored himself and he dish d the presidency by

“Pure coincidence,” insists Hunt.

But no soaner had the Watergate controversy died down when
House Select G 's late- 19705 investigation into the JFK asassi-
nation, a former CLA operative named Victor Marcherti—who served
as @ special assistant ro then-CIA director Richard Helms—came for-
ward claiming that Hunt had been involved with the ion,
Marchetri cired, amang other things, a 1966 memo initialed by Helms
and then-CIA couniterintelligence chief James Angleton stating that
“Hunit’s presence in Dallas had to be kept secret because it would be
damaging to the Agency should it leak oue” The memo, Marchetti

lying,” says Hunt. *And 1 chink all of us involved, all of us who went o
prisan for lang terms or short, would have undemstood it if Mr. Nixon
hiad come forward and admited his complicicy to the extent that he was

hifully an accomplice or the of the activity. And then,
we had 1o go to prisan, even then, that would®ve been CK.

*1 mean, John Mirchell was the srtomney genenal of the United
States and was also Nixan's former law fftmer,” Hunt claborates, “and
when Lickly wanted funds, he went to see the attomey general. So |
can't imagine John Mitchell, a rather frugal man in his own life, being
50 ltheral with funds without the chiefs approval.

“And in facy, | had been to a White House reception, and | remind-
&l M. Nixon thar | had introduced myself to him some years before.
And he said, "Well, what are you doing now!" | said, ‘I'm working for
John Mirchell' 'Oh, yes,' he said, ‘I know all abour that' So there it 1s."

Though Hunt admirs cryprically that “nobody still knaws what the
break-in was all about,” he scoffs at the opinion of many that Watergate
was really a C1A operation. "Well, it wasn'e" he says. “It was just coinel-
dental that [Watergate burglar and elecgranics expent] James McCond
had been security officer at the Agency and that 1'd been wirth the CLA,
even though 1 had been retired for two years when it took place.

“If this hod been a serious operation, if we had been doing this
nbread, or even in Canada. someone would've been armed and that
fucking guard would never have seen a mafiana. It was a bungled opem-
tion, Why! Because no one took out the guand, thar’s why."

Given all the participants’ past expertise at this sort of thing,
including Bernard Barker and the Cubsin entry team's 15 years of covert
ghary was u deliberate attempr to bring down Nixon in retaliation for
Nixon's attempts to gain greater control of the ClA. After all, McCord
had twice placed rape horfzonmily on the locks in 2 way the Watergate
guard couldn’t miss. McCord also shur off his mdio receiver, thereby
mising the waming from the team across the street that a guard was
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added, also said thar giving Hunt an alibi “ought 1o be considerad.”

With the heat on the CLA by Congress, the Agency was going
be offering a “limited hangout,” a technique of giving investig a
pant of what they seek while still concealing the big picture, and Hunt
was apparently being fingered. Marchetti published the account in an
August 1978 issue of The Spatlight, a publicarion of the right-wing
Liberty Lobby, and Hunt later sued for defamation. Hunr gave an alibi
1o investigators at the time, saying that on November 22, 1963, he was
in Washingtan, D.C., and he took off ar noon that day and went shop-
ping snd had a Chinese dinner in downtown Washington with his wife.
CIA sources were quoted at the time as saying that Hunt's story about
being In Washington was a cover story concocted as a result of the
memo. Nevertheless, Hunt won the case.

But then in the early 19805, famed Washington D.C. artomey and
former JFK campaign manager Mark Lane stepped in as defense counsel
for the publication and set out w prove that the CIA indeed was
involved in Kennedy's assassination and that Hunt had been in Dallas
the week of November 22, 1963, In the second trial, Hunt claimed that
children, now adults, were starting to fear that he might really have
‘been involved in JFK death. However, when again questioned under
oath where he was when JFK was shot, Hunt said he was home warch-
ing TV with his children. This obvious discrepancy cost Hunt his case.
Why would his kids worry that he was in Dallas if he had supposedly
been with them at home? Lane won the case in 1985 and claimed that
this and other evidence presented forced the Miami jury to conclude

“It was the first time since the shom were fired in Dallas that any
jury ever said that,” Lune said in a recent interview at his Washingron
office, "It was historical....

“We demanstmted that every one of Me, Hune's alibis was a careful-
ly eanstrcted fbrication,” he continued. Lane, who was one of the first
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to challenge the validity of the Warren Report, with his 1966 bestseller,
Rish to Judgmens, detmiled the Hunt rmial in his 1991 New York Times
best-seller Plasctible Denial. “We clearly showed that he could not pre-
sent evidence of people who could fully suppaort his alibi

What's more, Lane added, "We demdnstrated that his felaim that
Te Kad] respect and love for John Kennedy was false, and in fact, he
hated John Kennedy and tried to implicate him afrer his death for the
murder of [South Vietnamese President] Ngo Dinh Diem, for which
Kennedy was not involved.” (While working in the Nixon White
Honse, Hunt, under the direction of Nixon aide Charles Calsan, forged
State Department cables falsely implicsting JFK in the death of Diem,
whio was assassinated a manth before JFK was shot.)

*And finally," added Larnie, “there was the sworn testimony of
Marits Lorenz—a former CLA operative used by the Agency in its assas-
sination plors against Castro—who identified Hunt as the paymaster for
the JFK ussassins. That was one of the last pleces of evidence that made
it clear that an amicle which mid Me. Hunt was involved, and the CIA
did i, eould not be basis for defamation.” Hunt was ordered o pay
Liberty Lobby $25,000 in court costs.

“] was in Washington that day [of the assassination],” insists Hunt
with a shrug, “T hiadn't left Washington for days. And there are witesses
who will say that under carh in hand. But that's not enough. [ mean, |
never went to Dallas rill long after it happened ... I did all | could w
set the record seraight, but it just roo difficult.”

referring to the Kennedy ssussination. ... After Kennedy wes killed, the
CIA lsunched a fantastic cover-up.... The CIA literally erased any con-
nection berween Kennedy's assassination and the CIA ... In fact,
Counter Intelligence Chief James Angleton of the CIA called [assistant
director] Bill Sullivan of the FBI and rehearsed the questions and
‘ariswery they would give to the Warren Commission investigators ...
And when Nixon said, ‘It's likely to blow the whole Bay Of Pigs' he
might have been reminding Helms, not so gently, of the cover-up of the
CIA assassination sttempts on the hero of the Bay of Pigs, Fidel
Castro-—a CLA operation that may have iriggered the Kennedy tmgedy
and which Helms desperately wanted o hide.”

Yes, it truly been o strange, enigmatic life for Howard Hunr, hav-
ing surfaced in so many pivotal moments in Cold War history that even
Jim Phelps of TV “Mission: Impossible” and the shadowy “Cigaretze-
Smoking Man” from TV “The X-Files" are based on him.

Hunt rakes me into his office, and on the desk is his 1950 manual
typewriter that he still prefers to use when spinning his licerary mles.
The walls are adomed with old photos—Hunt and Eisenhower, Hunt
and CLA cofounder Allen Dulles—as well as various CIA swards, cita-
tions and toals from his days as & covert agent. Bur its a career thar
Hunt says he doesn't miss. “There was a period of time when work was
very intense and the rewards were quite substantial, in terms of I
satisfaction,” explains Hunt, who after Watergate was left with close 10
£1 million in legal bills. “Bur thar mpers off afrer a while, | very much

"I used to get three or four Bibles a month sent to me in prison from
people who wanted me to repent and follow the Yellow Brick Road to salvation,
but | felt, '‘Helll | have nothing to repent!"" —& Howard Hunt
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But alleged links with the assassination continue to dog Hunt.
Hunt was the in charge of the CIAs ico Ci in
September 1963, when Lee Harvey Oswald allegedly visited the Soviet
and Cuban embassies there, promaoted at the time as *proafl” of Oswald's
fanaticism for Communism. But in his 1980 book Consprracy (reprinted
in 1998 as Not In Your Lifetime), British suthar Anthony Summers
reported chat eyewitnesses and CIA surveillance photos mken outside
those embassies revealed a different man assuming Oswald’s identity,
and embassy phone calls taped by the CLA, allegedly made by Oswald,
were made by an imposter, two months before the assassination.

In 1978, during their investigation of the assassination, membens aof
the House Select Cr d Cuban gov officials
In a top-secret CLA report of those meetings, recently declussified by the
Assassinarions Records Review Board, the Cuban officials rold LS.
Investigators that in onder to help solve the assasination, they needed
“...caples of Lee Harvey Oswaldy signatures thar the Cuban govem-
ment could use o perform it own Randwriting comypmrison test” s well
asa list of *E. Howard Hunt's alinsee.” [author’s ialics]

In H. R Haldeman's 1978 book The Ends Of Power—demiling his
years as Mixon's chief of staff—Haldeman stares that Nixon's concerns
hout Hunt and the references to “the Bay of Pigs" heard on the
Watergate tapes was really a code. Haldeman wondered why Nixon
kept insisting that he use that phrase o pressure the CIA into forcing
the FBI to shut down the Watergate investigations, He wrote, “It seems
that in all of those Nixon references to the Bay of Pigs, he was actually

enjoyed the hands-on work | did in the Guatemala project and the
Cuban project. But it becomes bumnout. I'm not bumnt out on my writ-
inyg. That's still extremely exciting for me."

Hunt is already under way on his next novel. He admits that he
sametimes wonders what life would have been like had Warergare never
happened. "l was very content writing.... | was making a good income
<ooand my family lived very well in Maryland.” he says softly. *And
then Watergate destroyed my life, i¢5 as simple as that....

“When 1 think of Nixon," he continues, “l also think of our W1
officers’ training: thar a leader takes care of his followers befure seeing o
himself—a cade Nixon seemed w have forgatten, Long before his
death, he admired responsibility for W but wok nane of the
blame. Thar's colit comfort for those who lost so much in a vain effort to
pratect him from himsell. He did gain a measure of redemption in
death, but | still remember, as Richard Nixon lay on his deathbed,
uncharizably recalling Shelley’s words on Gearge Lll: *An old, mad,
Wind, despisedand dying King"

As for his own legacy, Hunt says matrer-of-facely, “History will be s
lo less kind to me rhan it's been to Richand Nixon. | expect when [ die,
the caption will read: "Watergate burglur dies ar age 80-plus,” and that
will be it. And everything else will be bullshic. And," he adds, “theyll
als say, 'He was implicated in the Kennedy assasinution.”™

Daswid G iaT: list scho for the past decadle
has been researching the secret history of the Cold War,
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