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M
oscow

 m
ole A

ldrich A
m

es of the C
IA

 and his w
ile R

osario under arrest last M
arch. 
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 C
am

e In F
rom

 the C
old 

O
R

 Y
E

A
R

S B
E

F
O

R
E

 this w
eek's announce-

m
ent of a w

holesale congressional evalua-
tion of the C

IA
, the agency's friends and en-

em
ies w

ere calling for investigations into its 
m

ission
 an

d
 valu

e. A
 few

 h
alf-h

earted
 in

-
q

u
iries actu

ally took
 p

lace, b
u

t th
eir focu

s w
as on 

intelligence failures, and begged the um
brella ques-

tion of the C
IA

's continued existence. 
N

ow
, how

ever, Sen. John W
arner, (R

-V
a..) has pro-

posed a 17-m
em

ber non-partisan com
m

ission to ex-
am

ine the structure, effectiveness, cost, and future of 
an agency that has rem

ained largely unchanged since 
its inception 47 years ago. O

ne m
ay ask, "W

hat took 
C

ongress so long?" and a reasonable answ
er is that, 

despite the C
old W

ar's end, it took the arrests of A
l-

drich A
m

es and his w
ife earlier this year to crystallize 

congressional and public attitudes and m
ake the pro-

posed open-ended investigation broadly acceptable. 
T

he com
m

ission's putative chairm
an, form

er D
e-

fense Secretary L
es A

spin, w
ill have an unenviable 

task in reconciling conflicting reports concerning the 
viability not only of the C

IA
, but of 11 other m

ilitary 
and civilian intelligence agencies now

 under the gun. 
A

ny thrcatened 'bureaucracy circles the w
agons as 

the C
IA

 has done in the past over lesser issues. T
his is 

a norm
al hum

an trait w
hen jobs are on the Iine, and 

D
irector Jam

es W
oolsey's C

IA
 can be expected to re-

sist close, even
 n

on
-h

ostile, exam
in

ation
. W

oolsey 
even declined to dism

iss or dem
ote anyone in connec-

tion w
ith the A

m
es debacle —

 an action that has led 
Sen. H

ow
ard M

etzenbaurn (D
-O

hio) to call for W
ool-

sey's ow
n resignation. 

W
h

at su
ccess th

e agen
cy w

ill h
ave in

 d
eflectin

g 
com

m
ission inquiries depends to som

e extent on the 
degree of support rendered by the W

hite H
ouse, and 

so far that has been tepid at best. 
T

he com
position of the com

m
ission is crucial to a 

E
. H

ow
ard H

u
n

t, w
h

o served 
as a C

en
tral In

telligen
ce A

gen
-

cy officer for 22 years, w
ill 

pu
blish

 h
is seven

ty-th
ird n

ov-
el, "

Iztapa,"
 in

 N
ovem

ber. 

th
orou

gh
goin

g ex-
a

m
in

a
tio

n
 o

f th
e 

C
IA

's role in a post-
C

o
ld

 W
a
r w

o
rld

. 
N

in
e m

em
b

ers are 
to be selected by the 
W

h
ite H

ou
se, eigh

t 
by C

ongress, and w
e 

have to hope that all 
m

em
bers w

ill be in-
telligen

t, fu
ll-tim

e, 
p

artriotically m
oti-

vated citizens rather 
th

a
n

 th
e
 u

su
a
l 

B
eltw

ay h
as-b

een
s 

and ?-angers-on w
ho 

com
p

rise so m
an

y 
g

o
v

ern
m

en
t co

m
-

m
ittees and com

m
is-

sion
s. T

h
ey w

ill b
e 

dealing w
ith nothing 

less than the securi-
ty of the R

epublic. 
A

ppropriations for 
th

e en
tire in

telli-
g
en

ce co
m

m
u

n
ity

 
are a natural subject 
of com

m
ission

 re-
view

. N
ot on

ly d
oes 

th
e C

IA
 en

gage in
 

foreign
 esp

ion
age, 

th
e P

en
tagon

's D
e-

fen
se In

tellig
en

ce 
A

g
en

cy
, a

n
d

 th
e 

code-breaking, code-
m

aking N
ational Se-

cu
rity

 A
g
en

cy
 d

o
 

likew
ise, and togeth-

er em
ploy at least tw

ice as m
any persons as does the 

estim
ated 20,000-person C

IA
. T

hough budgets re-
m

ain secret, the com
bined cost of our intelligence ef-

fort is stupefyingly high —
 as m

uch as $3 billion —
 by 

_som
e inform

ed accounts. 
T

h
e alm

o
st lau

g
h
ab

le m
ish

an
d
lin

g
 o

f A
ld

rich
 

A
m

es, before and after his exposure should be critical- 

ly exam
ined by the com

m
ission, for it reveals at best a 

general laissez-faire attitu
d

e b
y h

is su
p

eriors, at 
w

orst an indifference bordering on crim
inality. T

he 
com

m
ission m

ust determ
ine how

 A
m

es could be un-
ch

allen
ged

, even
 p

rom
oted

, d
u

rin
g th

e years he 
served as M

oscow
's m

ole. A
nd that determ

ination - 
-
 C

ontinued on N
ext P

age 


