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B
ill H

undley: H
e's T

ongsun P
ark's. L

aw
yer 

91 	
A

 R
eputation for P

row
ess in the C

ourtroom
 D

raw
s the B

ig-N
am

e C
lients 

B
y T

o
rn

 Z
ito

 

W
illiam

 G
eorge H

undley, once law
-

y
er to

 R
ich

ard
 N

ix
o

n
, Jo

h
n

 M
itch

ell 
and W

. D
ale H

ess and now
 legal coun-

sel to T
ongsun park, proffers this gem

 
to w

ould-be barristers: 
"M

o
st o

f th
e g

u
y
s y

o
u

 d
efen

d
 as a 

crim
inal law

yer are crim
inals. T

he one 
thing you can never do is go into busi-
n
ess w

ith
 an

y
 o

f y
o
u
r clien

ts. T
h
at's 

the best w
ay to get into trouble." 

H
u

n
d

ley
 is sittin

g
 In

 th
e P

alm
 R

es-
tau

ran
t h

ere, w
h

ere h
is v

isag
e ad

o
rn

s 
o
n
e o

f th
e w

alls. "T
h
ey

 u
sed

 to
 h

av
e 

N
ix

o
n
's face o

n
 th

e 
sam

e 
w

all," h
e 

say
s, lau

g
h

in
g

 v
ery

 h
ard

. A
 w

aiter 
co

m
es u

p
 w

ith
 a p

air o
f straw

s an
d
 

asks, "W
ill you be needing chopsticks 

to
n
ig

h
t, M

r. H
u

n
d

ley
?" M

o
re lau

g
h

-
ter. 

"O
h

, th
is K

o
rea stu

ff," h
e sig

h
s, 

dow
ning another gulp of red w

ine and 
lighting another P

arliam
ent, trying to 

get his m
ind off the current testim

ony 
of client P

ark before the H
ouS

e C
om

-
m

ittee o
n
 S

tan
d
ard

s o
f O

fficial C
o
n
-

duct. 
"I'v

e b
een

 th
ro

u
g

h
 th

is G
o

d
d

am
n

 
sto

ry
 9

7
 tim

es," H
u
n
d
ley

 say
s. "P

ark
 

w
as ju

st a b
u
sin

essm
an

 w
h
o
 w

as try
-

in
g
 to

 p
ro

tect K
o
rean

 rice In
terests. 

I'v
e h

eard
 h

is sto
ry

 in
 K

o
rea—

h
o

rri-
b
el flig

h
t o

v
er th

ere, 1
4
 h

o
u
rs. I'v

e 
heard it at his place in the D

om
inican 

R
ep

u
b
lic. I'v

e h
eard

 it at m
y
 o

ffice 
an

d
 n

o
w

 I'm
 h

earin
g
 it o

v
er ag

ain
. 

T
h
e o

n
ly

 reaso
n
 fo

r a law
y
er to

 b
e 

aro
u
n
d
 in

 a situ
atio

n
 lik

e th
is is to

 
m

ak
e su

re a g
u

y
 d

o
esn

't p
erju

re h
im

-
self. 

"I tell y
o
u
, T

o
n
g
su

n
 is a h

ell o
f a 

guy. V
ery bright. W

hen he w
as a stu-

dent at G
eorgetow

n ... H
e cam

e from
 

a v
ery

 d
ev

o
u
t P

resb
y
terian

 fam
ily

 .. . 

W
ell, the Jebbies didn't like that, and 

they tried to convert him
, w

anted him
 

to be a priest. T
hey knew

 a golden op-
p

o
rtu

n
ity

 w
h

en
 th

ey
 saw

 o
n

e. S
o

 
they said to him

, "T
ongsun, you know

 
. th

ere's n
o
 card

in
al fro

m
 K

o
rea n

o
w

. 
Y

o
u

 co
u

ld
 en

ter th
e p

riesth
o

o
ld

 an
d

 
becom

e a cardinal.' A
nd T

ongsun said 
to them

, 'C
ardinal? H

ow
 about P

ope?' 
[G

reat laughter] H
e's a hell of a guy." 

T
hat's the w

ay B
ill H

undley is. A
l. 

m
o

st ev
ery

b
o

d
y

 is a h
ell o

f a g
u

y
 tc 

him
, and he's never at loss for a good, 

yuk. W
hile cross-exam

ining H
ow

ard 
H

u
n
t d

u
rin

g
 th

e W
aterg

ate trials, 
H

undley, w
ho w

as John M
itchell's at-

torney, asked H
unt about the $100.000 

he dem
anded of the W

hite H
ouse be-

fo
re h

e w
en

t to
 p

riso
n

. H
u

n
t d

en
ied

 
that it could be considered blackm

ail. 
"W

hat did you consider it," H
undley 

replied. "Investm
ent planning?" 

N
ow

 52, B
ill H

undley's biggest com
-

p
lain

t is th
at h

e d
o
esn

't h
av

e en
o
u
g
h
 

tim
e to spend w

ith his w
ife and chil-

d
ren

 at th
eir V

ien
n
a h

o
m

e. H
e ru

n
s 

his fingers through his thinning hair, 
and points out that the tim

e he's spent 
on the P

ark case has also cut into his 
ten

n
is g

am
e an

d
 th

e am
o

u
n

t o
f read

-
ing that he can do (m

ostly new
spapers 

and m
agazines). 

"B
ill is lik

e a v
ery

 effectiv
e leg

al 
W

ill R
o
g
ers," say

s fo
rm

er asso
ciate 

T
nm

 M
cK

eon, now
 the vice president 

o
f In

tertel, o
n
e o

f th
e w

o
rld

's larg
est 

p
riv

ate in
tellig

en
ce o

rg
an

izatio
n
s. 

"H
e's never m

et a guy he didn't like." 
H

e also
 rarely

 h
as m

et a law
y
er 

w
ho didn't respect his prow

ess. D
ur-

in
g

 th
e W

aterg
ate in

v
estig

atio
n

s, 
w

h
en

 it ap
p
eared

 th
at th

en
 A

ssistan
t 

A
tto

rn
ey

 G
en

eral H
en

ry
 P

etersen
 

w
o

u
ld

 co
m

e u
p

 ag
ain

st H
u

n
d

ley
 as 

M
itchell's law

yer, P
etersen rem

arked 

See H
IJN

D
LE

Y, B
5, C

oi. 2 



Hundley; 

Lawy,er 

HUNDLEY, From B1 

to a friend, "If I were in trouble, I'd 
want Rill Hundley to represent me." 
Petersen has since become one of 
Hundley's law partners. 

Hundley hljself pooh-poohs his own 
abilities. "I'm just a little Irish kid 
from Brooklyn," he says. In high 
school, be masteriminded other stu-
dents' political campaigns and was a 
hot-shot on the basketball court. "My 
two brothers are engineers. I wasn't 
smart enough to be an engineer, so I 
went into the service. I never met a 
protestant or a Republican until I got 
in the military. I had a bad eye, and I 
was so stupid that I covered up the 
same had eye twice to make sure I got 
in. It was awful to be 4-F back then. 
That was our last popular war." 

After returning from the war—
where he fought with the 87th Wan. 
try In the Battle of the Bulge as a set.-  

geant in a machine-gun section-
Hundley converted Ms GI benefits 
into a law degree from Fordham. "I 
guess I was a Catholic then," he says. 
"Now, I'm not so sure. I loved Pope 
John. but the incumbent Pope I'm not 
so crazy about" 

Hundley clerked at a Wall Street 
law firm for a year, and then joined 
the Justice Department in 1951, where 
he served in the Internal Security Di-
vision. "I can't believe all the time we 
wasted chasing Communists," he says. 
"L4 it wasn't for all the FBI infer-
manta, nobody ever would have paid 
any dues into the Party or bought The 
Daily Worker." 

Later he became a hot prosecutor 
for Justice. "It's easier wearing [the 
prosecutor's white hat," be says, "but 
its awful, some of the things you see. 
I remember when we got Keogh the 
Brooklyn judge found guilty of ac- 
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cepting a $35,000 bribe], and his wife 
was crying in the courtroom and you 
start wondering what you're really do. 
Ing. I'm much more comfortable keep-
ing people out of jail than putting 
them in." 

Hundley's outspoken nature an-
noyed some people in Justice, includ-
ing Robert E. Kennedy, who booted 
him upstairs after he publicly admit-
ted that the FBI was bugging tele-
phones. He also tended to become 
more concerned about some of his 
charges than most Justice officials. 
"You have to develop finks in that 
business," he says. "When (Joseph) 
Valacci decided to cooperate, I be-
came his gumba. We'd put dark 
glasses and wigs on him and take him 
to the Roma restaurant. He was a hell 
of a guy. They were constantly shift-
ing him around and the last time I 
saw him before he died he was in a 
prison In Texas. My days with Valaccl  

convinced me that the Cosa Nostra 
was the most overrated thing since 
the Communist Party." 

In 1066, Hundley left Justice to 
work as a lawyer for the National 
FootballLeague. 

"My wife was the only good thing to 
come out of my Commie-hunting 
days," he says. "She was a secretary 
there." Hundley and Bobbie England 
were married in 1958, and they now 
have six children. 

"Every guy who's a criminal lawyer 
will tell you he's looking for some-
thing else to do," he says., "I'm telling 
you that I'm gonna have four kids in 
college at once, and this is the only 
way I can afford it. I told my wife. V I 
ever die, put my wallet on the grave, 
'cause that way the kids will be sure 
to visit me." 

After the NFL. Hundley worked for 
a brief time with another Justice asso-
ciate. Robert Peloquin, the founder of 

Intertel. "Bob is a real gumshoe," 
Hundley says. "I can't find a haystack, 
much less a needle. So I went into pri-
vate practice. 

"Your name gets around in this 
business. People see you in court and 
they think you're good. There's a lot 
of theater in it. You only remember 
the good ones, the wins, not the 
losses. You have to go after the loop-
holes. In libel, you never try to prove 
truth. You show lack of malice. With a 
guy like Tongsun, you try to keep a 
low profile. We get up there on the 
Hill and then head over to the Mono-
cle and try to have a quiet lunch. of 
course, a lot of people notice him. I 
figure, at least the guy has been given 
immunity. At least I won't have to 
visit him in jail. I've spent almost as 
much time as my clients at Allen-
wood. you know, they have a place 
there called the Hundley Wing. I've 
had six clients there at once." 


