
"
I'd

 feed
 yon

 lean
 an

d
 h

u
n

gry look
 to th

e lion
s if I cou

ld
 on

ly b
e su

re th
e lion

s w
eren

't 
overm

atched." 

R
ivalry Is R

eal b
u

t F
rien

d
ly 

P
otshots A

re O
ut in H

H
H

-R
F

K
 'F

eud' 
31 

B
y Ju

liu
s D

u
sch

a 
W

ash
in

gton
 P

oet S
ta

ff 
W

riter 

H
u

b
ert H

u
m

p
h

rey
 a

n
d

 
R

ob
ert K

en
n

ed
y —

th
e p

rin
-

cip
a

ls in
 w

h
a

t is b
illed

 a
s 

th
e b

iggest feu
d

 in
 tow

n
—

 
a
re p

a
in

fu
lly

 a
w

a
re th

a
t 

th
eir p

olitical d
estin

y is n
ot 

lik
ely to be d

eterm
in

ed
 b

y 
oratorical potshots and elab-
orate planning. 

H
u

m
p

h
rey is V

ice P
resi-

d
en

t an
d

 K
en

n
ed

y is a S
en

-
ator w

ith
 a n

ation
w

id
e con

-
stitu

en
cy

 a
ll b

eca
u

se o
f a

 
h

orrib
le even

t in
 D

allas over 
w

h
ich

 n
eith

er h
ad

 an
y con

-
trol. 

T
h

eir rivalry is real an
d

 
is rooted

 in
 th

eir am
b

ition
s 

to
 b

e P
resid

en
t, b

u
t b

o
th

 
u

n
d

erstan
d

 th
e u

n
certain

-
ties of p

olities an
d

 of life it-
self. 

S
o

 K
en

n
ed

y
 w

a
s a

b
le to

 
w

r
ite

 a
 je

stin
g
 n

o
te

 to
 

H
u

m
p

h
rey n

ot lon
g ago say-

in
g h

e felt as if h
e 'w

ere "
a 

ch
ick

en
 in

 a fox coop
"

 after 
th

e V
ice"

 P
resid

en
t h

a
d

 
lik

en
ed

 a iu
ggestion

 b
y th

e 
Senator oil V

ietnam
ese nego-

tiatM
n

s,to "lettin
g th

e fox in
 

th
e ch

ick
en

 coop
."

 
A

n
d

 H
u

m
p

h
rey

 d
id

 n
o

t 
h

esitate to in
vite K

en
n

ed
y 

to
 rid

e to
 N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 w
ith

 
h

im
 in

 a
 v

ice p
resid

en
tia

l 
p

lan
e last Jan

u
ary to k

eep
 

a
 sp

ea
k

in
g
 d

a
te w

ith
 th

e 
V

ice P
resid

en
t's lib

era
l 

frien
d

s in
 A

m
erica

n
s fo

r 
D

em
o
cra

tic A
ctio

n
 w

h
ile 

H
u

m
p

h
rey h

im
self w

as talk
-

in
g
 a

t 
a
 

B
rooklyn C

harity 
dinner. 
N

eith
er Is a F

ree A
gen

t 
' H

u
m

p
h

rey
 a

n
d

 K
en

n
ed

y
 

m
a
y
 st tim

es still b
e free 

sp
irits, b

u
t n

eith
er is a free 

agen
t an

d
 b

oth
 are aw

are of 
th

is, too. 
T

h
e V

ice P
resid

en
t is a

 
p

rison
er of P

resid
en

t Joh
n

-
son

's p
olicies an

d
 w

h
im

s. A
s 

H
u

m
p

h
rey h

im
self n

oted
 in

 
a
 sp

eech
 to

 th
e N

a
tio

n
a
l 

P
ress C

lu
b

 on
 F

rid
ay, even

 
th

e w
in

g
s o

f th
e ea

g
le o

n
 

th
e v

ice p
resid

en
tia

l sea
l 

d
roop

 as if h
e w

ere "
alw

ays 
read

y for a soft lan
d

in
g."

 
B

u
t K

en
n

ed
y is a p

rison
-

er of h
is ow

n
 n

am
e, h

is ow
n

 
fam

e an
d

 th
e m

u
ch

 greater 
fam

e an
d

 m
artyrd

om
 of h

is 
late b

roth
er. 

K
en

n
ed

y h
as ad

ju
sted

 to 
som

e d
egree to th

e ab
ru

p
t  

a
n

d
 terrib

le ch
a

n
g

e in
 h

is 
life th

a
t p

lu
m

m
eted

 h
im

 
from

 a p
osition

 at th
e su

m
-

m
it of p

ow
er as th

e secon
d

 
m

ost im
p

ortan
t m

an
 in

 th
e 

U
n

ited
 S

ta
tes to

 th
e rela

- 
tively p

ow
erless statu

s of a 
fresh

m
an

 S
en

ator. 
W

hy'd H
e Say T

hat? 
H

e a
p

p
recia

tes th
e free-

d
om

 th
at th

e S
en

ate gives a 
m

an
 to p

ick
 h

is issu
es an

d
 

to speak out on a w
ide range 

of su
b

jects. 
H

e also k
n

ow
s th

e im
p

act 
th

at h
is sp

eech
es an

d
 state-

m
en

ts can
 h

ave n
ot on

ly in
 

th
e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s b
u

t 
throughout the w

orld sim
ply 

W
h

y d
id

 h
e say th

at? W
h

y 
is h

e p
ick

in
g

 a
 fig

h
t w

ith
. 

H
u

m
p

h
rey —

 or th
e P

resi-
d

en
t—

over th
is issu

e? 
K

en
n

ed
y h

as 
said 

som
e- 

w
h

a
t p

la
in

tiv
ely

 to
 frien

d
s • 	

 
th

at often
 n

o on
e seem

s to 
give h

im
 cred

it for m
ak

in
g 

a statem
en

t or tak
in

g a p
osi-

tion
 m

erely b
ecau

se h
e b

e-
liev

es in
 w

h
a
t h

e is sa
y
in

g
 

or d
oin

g. 
H

e h
as also n

oted
 in

 con
-

versation
s w

ith
 frien

d
s th

at 

b
eca

u
se h

is n
a

m
e is K

en
-

nedy. 
A

lso b
ed

evilin
g h

im
 an

d
 

h
is- p

ron
ou

n
cem

en
t- is th

e 
p

u
b

lic p
sych

oan
alysis th

at 
follow

s on
 h

is every w
ord

: 

, 
1972 —

 th
e earliest p

ossib
le 

year h
e cou

ld
 seek

 th
e D

em
-

ocratic p
resid

en
tial n

om
in

a- 
tion

—
is six years aw

ay an
d

 
th

at even
ts are h

ard
 en

ou
gh

 
to con

trol from
 year to year 

w
tihout looking ahead to the 

n
ext d

ecad
e. 

If M
r. J

o
h

n
so

n
 ru

n
s fo

r 
a
n

o
th

er term
 a

n
d

 is re-
elected

 in
 1

9
6
8
 h

e ra
th

er 
th

an
 H

u
m

p
h

rey or K
en

n
ed

y 
can

 d
eterm

in
e w

h
o w

ill su
c-

ceed
 h

im
 as th

e D
em

ocratic 
n

om
in

ee in
 1972. 

M
r. Joh

n
son

 is a m
an

 w
h

o 
sa

v
o

rs p
o

w
er a

n
d

 n
o

 o
n

e 
w

h
o k

n
ow

s h
im

 can
 b

elieve 
th

a
t h

e w
o
u

ld
 fa

il to
 p

ick
 

h
is su

ccesso
r o

r th
a

t h
is 

su
ccessor or th

at h
is ch

oice 
w

ou
ld

 b
e K

en
n

ed
y. 

It p
ro

b
a
b

ly
-w

o
u

ld
 b

e 
H

u
m

p
h

rey
, b

u
t  rela

tio
n

s 
h

ave often
 cooled

 b
etw

een
 

a
 P

resid
en

t a
n

d
 h

is V
ice. 

P
resid

en
t. 

If M
r. Joh

n
son

 sh
ou

ld
 d

ie 
in

 office—
an

d
 th

ree of th
e 

la
st eig

h
t P

resid
en

ts h
a
v
e 

d
ied

 in
 office —

 H
u

m
p

h
rey 

w
o
u

ld
 su

cceed
 h

im
 a

n
d

 
w

ou
ld

 b
e all b

u
t assu

red
 of 

n
om

in
ation

 for a term
 in

 h
is 

ow
n

 righ
t. 

A
n

d
 if H

u
m

p
h

rey
 w

ere 
P

resid
en

t w
h

om
 w

ou
ld

 h
e 

w
an

t ,-to •ru
n

 w
ith

 h
im

 to 
b

a
la

n
ce th

e tick
et in

 1
9
7
2
 

a
n

d
 m

a
k

e certa
in

 th
a
t 

h
e 

got th
e lib

eral vote? R
ob

ert 
K

en
n

ed
y, p

erh
ap

s? 


