
A
d

d
ress b

y 

H
on

orab
le H

u
b

ert H
. H

u
m

p
h

rey 

V
ice P

resid
en

t of th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates 

b
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R
O

T
C

 G
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u
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U
n

iversity of M
in

n
esota 

M
in

n
eap
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n
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"T
o
d
a
y yo

u
 b

eg
in

 yo
u
r service in

 th
e m

o
st p

o
w

erfu
l 

m
ilita

ry esta
b

lish
m

en
t yet kn

o
w

n
 to

 
m

an. 
Y

o
u
 c

a
n
 

b
e
 rig

h
tfu

lly
 p

ro
u

d
 o

f y
o

u
r n

e
w

 re
sp

o
n

sib
ility

. B
u

t 
a
s y

o
u
 se

rv
e
, I a

sk
 y

o
u
 to

 k
n
o
w

 a
n
d
 to

 p
o
n
d
e
r th

e
 

c
a
u
se

 th
a
t y

o
u
 u

p
h
o
ld

. I a
sk

 y
o
u
 to

 re
m

e
m

b
e
r th

e
 

p
ro

m
ise o

f A
m

erica
." 

O
F

F
IC

E
 O

F
 T

H
E

 V
IC

E
 P

R
E

S
ID

E
N

T
 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
 

A
n
 
A
d
d
r
e
s
s
 
O
n
 

V
I
E
T
N
A
M
 
A
N
D
 
T
H
E
 
S
E
C
U
R
I
T
Y
 

O
F
 
T
H
E
 
F
R
E
E
 
W
O
R
L
D
 

W
i
t
h
 
t
h
e
 
c
o
m
p
l
i
m
e
n
t
s
 
o
f
 

T
h
e
 
V
i
c
e
 
P
r
e
s
i
d
e
n
t
 





\I 

T
o

d
ay

, y
o

u
 receiv

e y
o

u
r co

m
m

issio
n

s as o
fficers in

 th
e 

serv
ice o

f y
o

u
r co

u
n

try
. A

s su
ch

, y
o

u
 w

ill b
e asso

ciated
 w

ith
 

m
ilitary

 p
o

w
er far b

ey
o

n
d

 th
at ev

er seen
 b

efo
re o

n
 earth

. 
A

 little m
o

re th
an

 a y
ear ag

o
, at Jo

h
n

s H
o

p
k

in
s U

n
iv

ersity
, 

o
u
r P

resid
en

t sp
o
k
e o

f m
ilitary

 p
o
w

er. "W
e o

ften
 say

 h
o
w

 
im

p
ressiv

e p
o
w

er is," h
e said

. "B
u
t I d

o
 n

o
t fin

d
 it im

p
ressiv

e 
at all. T

h
e g

u
n
s an

d
 th

e b
o
m

b
s, th

e ro
ck

ets an
d
 th

e w
arsh

ip
s, 

are all sy
m

b
o
ls o

f h
u
m

an
 failu

re. T
h
ey

 are n
ecessary

 sy
m

b
o
ls. 

T
h

ey
 p

ro
tect w

h
at w

e ch
erish

. B
u

t th
ey

 are w
itn

ess to
 h

u
m

an
 

fo
lly

." 
I th

in
k
 th

a
t fe

w
 A

m
e
ric

a
n
s w

o
u
ld

 d
isa

g
re

e
 w

ith
 w

h
a
t 

P
resid

en
t Jo

h
n
so

n
 said

—
few

, p
articu

larly
, am

o
n
g
 th

o
se w

h
o
 

w
ear o

u
r n

atio
n

's m
ilitary

 u
n

ifo
rm

. 

O
ur M

ilitary L
eaders 

It is to
 th

e etern
al cred

it o
f th

is co
u
n
try

 th
at so

m
e o

f o
u
r 

fin
e
st m

ilita
ry

 o
ffic

e
rs h

a
v
e
 b

e
e
n
 g

re
a
t c

iv
ilia

n
s a

t h
e
a
rt. 

I th
in

k
 o

f G
en

eral E
isen

h
o

w
er, G

en
eral B

rad
ley

, an
d

 G
en

eral 
M

arsh
all, to

 m
en

tio
n
 ju

st a few
. N

o
 A

m
erican

s h
av

e d
em

o
n
-

strated
 a g

reater d
ed

icatio
n

 to
 freed

o
m

 an
d

 a g
reater resp

ect 
fo

r civ
ilian

 au
th

o
rity

 th
an

 th
ese m

en
. 

T
h

ere is so
m

eth
in

g
 else th

at n
eed

s to
 b

e said
 ab

o
u

t o
u

r 
m

ilitary
 m

en
. T

h
ey

 are n
atio

n
-b

u
ild

ers as w
ell, an

d
 th

ey
 are 

en
g

ag
ed

 in
 th

is task
 in

 m
an

y
 p

laces o
n

 th
is earth

—
b

u
ild

in
g

 
sch

o
o

ls, teach
in

g
, o

p
en

in
g

 h
ealth

 cen
ters, d

o
in

g
 th

e w
o

rk
s o

f 
p

eace as w
ell as o

f w
ar. 

N
o A

rrogance in U
.S

. P
ow

er 
I h

av
e h

eard
 it said

 th
at o

u
r co

u
n

try
 to

d
ay

 su
ffers fro

m
 an

 
"arro

g
an

ce o
f p

o
w

er." 
I d

isp
u

te th
at. 

If an
y

th
in

g
, o

u
r co

u
n

try
 h

as b
een

—
in

 m
y

 g
en

eratio
n

 an
d

 
y

o
u

rs—
p

erh
ap

s o
v

erh
esitan

t in
 th

e n
ecessary

 ap
p

licatio
n

 o
f 

its p
o

w
er. 



A
s a p

eo
p
le, w

e ab
h
o
r th

e u
se o

f fo
rce. W

e o
p
p
o
se co

ercio
n
. 

W
e su

sp
ect th

o
se w

h
o

 g
iv

e o
rd

ers. W
e liv

e b
y

 th
e creed

, an
d

 
rig

h
tly

 so
, th

at each
 p

erso
n

 an
d

 each
 n

atio
n

 sh
o

u
ld

 h
av

e m
ax

-
im

u
m

 freed
o

m
 to

 p
u

rsu
e in

d
iv

id
u

al d
estin

y
—

so
 lo

n
g

 as th
at 

p
u

rsu
it d

o
es n

o
t tram

p
le o

n
 th

e rig
h

ts o
f o

th
ers. 

In
 o

u
r tim

e, th
ere h

as b
een

 so
m

e tram
p

lin
g

. A
n

d
, b

ecau
se 

o
f o

u
r h

e
sita

n
c
y

 in
 th

e
 u

se
 o

f p
o

w
e
r, w

e
 h

a
v

e
 so

m
e
tim

e
s 

w
aited

 to
o

 lo
n

g
 to

 resp
o

n
d

 to
 it—

y
es, w

ith
 trag

ic resu
lt. 

A
n

d
 I d

o
n

't m
ean

 th
is ju

st in
 th

e in
tern

atio
n

al sen
se. 

It to
o

k
 u

s a lo
n

g
 tim

e in
 th

is cen
tu

ry
 to

 g
et v

ery
 ex

cited
 

ab
o

u
t tram

p
lin

g
 g

o
in

g
 o

n
 am

o
n

g
 o

u
r fello

w
 citizen

s. 

P
ositive E

fforts for the O
ppressed 

B
u

t w
e u

ltim
ately

 d
id

 resp
o

n
d

, an
d

 w
e are resp

o
n

d
in

g
 still. 

W
e d

id
 n

o
t resp

o
n
d
 m

erely
 in

 th
e sen

se o
f p

u
n
ish

in
g
 tran

s-
g
resso

rs. N
o
, w

e resp
o
n
d
ed

, an
d
 are resp

o
n
d
in

g
, w

ith
 p

o
sitiv

e 
law

s, actio
n
s, an

d
 id

eas to
 lift th

e o
p
p
ressed

. 
T

h
ere is n

o
 n

eg
ativ

e p
h
ilo

so
p
h
y
 b

eh
in

d
 o

u
r effo

rts to
d
ay

 to
 

g
iv

e th
e N

eg
ro

 A
m

erican
 an

 u
n
fettered

 ch
an

ce to
 g

et an
 ev

en
 

b
reak

 in
 life. N

o
r is th

ere an
y

th
in

g
 n

eg
ativ

e ab
o

u
t o

u
r effo

rts, 
in

 A
m

erica's u
rb

an
 g

h
etto

es, to
 m

ak
e th

e w
alls co

m
e tu

m
-

b
lin

g
 d

o
w

n
 .. . n

o
r in

 o
u

r effo
rts to

 h
elp

 y
o

u
n

g
 ch

ild
ren

, fro
m

 
fam

ilies b
en

t b
y
 g

en
eratio

n
s o

f p
o
v
erty

, b
reak

 o
u
t o

f d
esp

er-
ate sp

irals o
f d

esp
air an

d
 h

o
p

elessn
ess. 

W
e d

o
, h

o
w

ev
er, m

ain
tain

 p
o
lice fo

rces. A
n
d
—

u
n
less th

e 
G

reat S
o

ciety
, th

is b
etter A

m
erica th

at w
e w

o
rk

 an
d

 p
ray

 fo
r, 

co
m

es to
 fu

ll ach
iev

em
en

t so
o

n
er th

an
 an

y
 o

f u
s th

in
k

—
w

e'll 
n
eed

 th
em

 fo
r so

m
e tim

e to
 co

m
e. 

T
h
is d

o
es n

o
t m

ean
 th

at w
e are co

m
m

itted
 to

 th
e u

se o
f 

fo
rce—

it is ev
id

en
ce, rath

er, th
at th

e b
u
sin

ess o
f d

em
o
cracy

 
is still u

n
fin

ish
ed

. 

R
eaction to O

verseas C
hallenges 

If o
u

r re
a
c
tio

n
 tim

e
 h

a
s b

e
e
n

 slo
w

 a
t h

o
m

e
, it h

a
s b

e
e
n

 
slo

w
er in

 th
e w

o
rld

. 
L

et u
s b

e fran
k
 : It to

o
k
 tw

o
 d

isastro
u
s w

o
rld

 w
ars to

 co
n
-

v
in

ce u
s th

at w
e h

ad
 b

etter tak
e an

 in
terest in

 w
h

at w
as h

ap
-

p
en

in
g

 aro
u

n
d

 u
s. 

S
in

ce th
e en

d
 o

f W
o

rld
 W

ar II, w
e h

a
ve en

g
ag

ed
 o

u
rselv

es. 
I w

ill n
o

t recite to
d

ay
 th

e acco
m

p
lish

m
en

ts o
f th

e M
arsh

all 
P

lan
, o

f P
o
in

t F
o
u
r, o

f F
o
o
d
 fo

r P
eace. N

o
r w

ill I sp
ecu

late 
ab

o
u

t w
h

at m
ig

h
t h

av
e h

ap
p

en
ed

 in
 th

e w
o

rld
 h

ad
 w

e n
o

t 
sto

o
d
 firm

 in
 B

erlin
, in

 K
o
rea, o

r in
 th

e C
u
b
an

 m
issile crisis. 

E
ach

 o
n
e o

f th
ese d

ecisio
n
s carried

 w
ith

 it th
e p

o
ssib

ility
 

o
f w

ar—
an

d
 in

 th
e case o

f K
o
rea, th

e actu
ality

 o
f w

ar. T
h
e  

ro
le o

f lead
ersh

ip
 is n

o
t an

 easy
 o

n
e. It is h

ard
 an

d
 d

an
g
ero

u
s, 

b
u
t it is n

ecessary
. 

Y
et w

e o
n
ly

 b
eg

in
 to

 ap
p
reciate th

e m
assiv

e task
s w

h
ich

 
still face u

s ah
ead

. 

C
hallenge in V

ietnam
 

T
o
d
ay

 th
ere is a ch

allen
g
e fro

m
 to

talitarian
ism

 in
 S

o
u
th

-
east A

sia. T
h
ere is, in V

ietn
am

, a sh
o

o
tin

g
 w

ar. 
I h

av
e n

o
 d

o
u

b
t th

at,th
ere w

ill in
ev

itab
ly

 b
e a settlem

en
t in

 
V

ietn
am

—
alth

o
u
g
h
 th

ere m
ay

 b
e m

u
ch

 p
ain

 an
d
 h

eartb
reak

 
in

 b
etw

een
. 

B
u
t, ev

en
 if p

eace w
ere to

 co
m

e to
m

o
rro

w
 in

 V
ietn

am
, w

e 
w

o
u
ld

 face a w
o
rld

 still o
n
 th

e v
erg

e o
f d

aily
 ex

p
lo

sio
n
. 

F
o

r w
e liv

e in
 a w

o
rld

 w
h

ere th
ere ex

ist id
eo

lo
g

ies o
p

en
ly

 
in

 o
p
p
o
sitio

n
 to

 m
an

's in
d
ep

en
d
en

ce an
d
 self-d

eterm
in

atio
n
. 

W
orld N

uclear P
eril 

W
e liv

e in
 a w

o
rld

 w
h
ere, if a b

u
tto

n
 w

ere p
u
sh

ed
 at th

is 
m

o
m

en
t, th

is city
 w

o
u

ld
 d

isap
p

ear in
 a h

alf-h
o

u
r's tim

e. 
W

e liv
e in

 a w
o
rld

—
an

d
 th

is is th
e m

o
st im

p
o
rtan

t o
f all—

w
h

ere tw
o

-th
ird

s o
f o

u
r fello

w
 m

en
 liv

e in
 su

ch
 ab

ject p
o

v
-

erty
 th

at it is b
ey

o
n
d
 o

u
r im

ag
in

atio
n
. 

W
h
at ch

an
ce is th

ere fo
r th

e fu
tu

re o
f p

eace an
d
 o

f th
e h

u
-

m
an

 fam
ily

 in
 su

ch
 an

 en
v

iro
n

m
en

t? 
H

o
w

 sh
all w

e resp
o
n
d
? 

W
e m

u
st resp

o
n
d
 w

ith
 th

e co
m

m
itm

en
t o

f o
u
r p

o
w

er. 

T
he F

ull R
ange of P

ow
er 

I d
o

 n
o

t m
ean

 m
ilitary

 p
o

w
er alo

n
e. 

I m
ean

 th
e p

o
w

er o
f o

u
r free eco

n
o

m
ic sy

stem
. I m

ean
 th

e 
p

o
w

er o
f o

u
r w

ell-train
ed

 an
d

 d
ed

icated
 p

eo
p

le. I m
ean

 th
e 

p
o
w

er o
f o

u
r co

m
p
assio

n
. I m

ean
 th

e p
o
w

er o
f o

u
r id

eas. 
M

o
re p

o
w

erfu
l th

an
 an

y
 arm

y
 is an

 id
ea w

h
o

se tim
e h

as 
com

e. 

T
he R

evolution of H
um

an F
reedom

 
T

h
e id

ea o
f o

u
r tim

e is th
at o

f o
u

r o
w

n
 A

m
erican

 R
ev

o
lu

-
tio

n
: T

h
at m

en
 o

u
g
h
t to

 h
av

e th
e rig

h
t to

 g
o
v
ern

 th
em

selv
es 

. that m
en should be able to m

ake their ow
n choices, to chart 

th
eir o

w
n

 liv
es. 

T
h
is is th

e real rev
o
lu

tio
n
 in

 th
e w

o
rld

. It h
as little to

 d
o
 

w
ith

 K
arl M

arx
 o

r w
ith

 th
e racial su

p
rem

acists o
r w

ith
 th

e 
p

eo
p

le w
h

o
 m

arch
 in

 jack
b

o
o

ts. 
T

h
is is th

e rev
o

lu
tio

n
 o

f h
u

m
an

 freed
o

m
. 



A
n
d
, if y

o
u
 p

u
t y

o
u
r ear to

 th
e g

ro
u
n
d
, y

o
u
 can

 h
ear th

e 
tra

m
p

in
g

 fe
e
t o

f th
a
t re

v
o

lu
tio

n
 fro

m
 a

 m
illio

n
 v

illa
g

e
s 

aro
u
n
d
 th

is earth
. P

eo
p
le are o

n
 th

e m
arch

. T
h
ey

 w
ill n

o
t b

e 
denied. 

N
o
r sh

all th
ey

 b
e. 

W
h
eth

er o
p
p
ressio

n
 ex

ists in
 an

 A
sian

 rice field
, w

h
ere a 

m
an

's h
o

m
e is b

u
rn

ed
, h

is cro
p

 sto
len

, h
is so

n
 k

id
n

ap
p

ed
 ; 

w
h
eth

er it ex
ists in

 a co
m

fo
rtab

le, w
ell-lig

h
ted

 m
o
tel alo

n
g
 

a
n

 A
m

e
ric

a
n

 h
ig

h
w

a
y

 w
h

e
re

 a
 N

e
g

ro
 fa

th
e
r, h

is w
ife

 a
n

d
 

ch
ild

ren
 are tu

rn
ed

 aw
ay

 fro
m

 lo
d

g
in

g
 . . . w

e can
n

o
t tu

rn
 

o
u
r ey

es. 

"M
onum

ents" T
o Justice 

O
u
r m

o
n
u
m

en
ts n

eed
 n

o
t b

e, after all, a th
o
u
san

d
 lo

st g
o
lf 

balls. 
O

u
r m

o
n
u
m

en
ts can

 b
e a n

atio
n
 an

d
 a w

o
rld

 w
h
ere th

ere 
w

ill b
e n

o
 k

n
o
ck

s at th
e d

o
o
r at n

ig
h
t . . . w

h
ere th

ere w
ill b

e 
n

o
 arm

ies o
f o

ccu
p

atio
n

 .. . w
h

ere th
ere w

ill b
e n

o
 b

read
lin

es, 
n
o
 p

o
litic

a
l p

riso
n
s, n

o
 sw

a
stik

a
s a

n
d
 slo

g
a
n
s o

f h
a
te

 . . . 
w

h
ere n

o
 m

an
's sk

in
, o

r last n
am

e, o
r relig

io
n
 w

ill b
e a m

ark
 

ag
ain

st h
im

. 
O

u
r m

o
n

u
m

e
n

ts c
a
n

 b
e
 a

 n
a
tio

n
 a

n
d

 w
o

rld
 w

h
e
re

 e
a
c
h

 
y
o
u
n
g
 m

an
 k

n
o
w

s th
at, so

 lo
n
g
 as h

e resp
ects th

e rig
h
ts o

f 
o

th
ers, th

e fu
tu

re lies o
p

en
 ah

ead
 . . . th

at h
e m

ay
 g

o
 w

h
ere 

h
e w

ish
es . . . say

 w
h
at h

e p
leases . . . th

at h
e m

ay
 b

e h
im

-
self . . . th

at h
e m

ay
 m

ak
e h

is p
lace in

 life, w
ith

o
u
t an

y
 tap

s 
o

n
 th

e sh
o

u
ld

er. 
T

h
ese are th

e task
s fo

r A
m

erican
 p

o
w

er. 
T

h
ese are th

e task
s to

 b
e u

n
d
ertak

en
, n

o
t w

ith
 arro

g
an

ce 
b

u
t w

ith
 h

u
m

ility
 an

d
 d

eterm
in

atio
n

. 

Y
our N

ew
 R

esponsibility 
T

o
d
ay

, y
o
u
 b

eg
in

 y
o
u
r serv

ice in
 th

e m
o
st p

o
w

erfu
l m

ilitary
 

estab
lish

m
en

t y
et k

n
o
w

n
 to

 m
an

. Y
o
u
 can

 rig
h
tfu

lly
 b

e p
ro

u
d
 

o
f y

o
u
r n

ew
 resp

o
n
sib

ility
. 

B
u
t, a

s y
o
u
 se

rv
e
, I a

sk
 y

o
u
 to

 k
n
o
w

 a
n
d
 to

 p
o
n
d
e
r th

e
 

cau
se th

at y
o

u
 u

p
h

o
ld

. I ask
 y

o
u

 to
 rem

em
b

er th
e p

ro
m

ise o
f 

A
m

erica. I ask
 y

o
u

 to
 k

n
o

w
 th

e p
recio

u
s id

eal th
at d

ep
en

d
s 

u
p
o
n
 y

o
u
 fo

r its p
ro

te
c
tio

n
. It is th

e
 id

e
a
l th

a
t m

e
n
 w

e
re

 
b
o
rn

 to
 b

e free. Y
o
u
 are th

e g
u
ard

ian
s o

f th
at id

eal—
th

e p
ro

-
te

c
to

rs n
o
t o

n
ly

 o
f o

u
r o

w
n
 fre

e
d
o
m

, b
u
t th

e
 fre

e
d
o
m

 o
f 

o
th

ers, b
o
th

 th
o
se w

h
o
 p

resen
tly

 h
av

e it an
d
 th

o
se w

h
o
 asp

ire 
to

 it. 


