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H
ere is a rem

ark
ab

le first n
o
v
el—

o
n
e 

w
hich w

ill be w
idely discussed—

an hon-

est story, frightening at tim
es, but a reader 

can
n
o
t fail to

 b
e m

o
v
ed

 b
y
 its sin

cerity
 

an
d
 its d

istu
rb

in
g
 p

resen
tatio

n
 o

f reality
 

—
the clash of forces m

aking for civil dis-

sension in A
m

erica. T
he author is a  thrrty-

y
ear-o

ld
 n

ew
sp

ap
erm

an
 an

d
 A

sso
ciate 

E
d
ito

r o
f T

he A
m

erican M
ercury. 

M
U

D
 O

N
 TH

E STA
R

S is the story of an 
A

m
erican soldier of W

orld W
ar 11. A

s P
ri-

v
ate P

eter G
arth

 L
afav

o
r is celeb

ratin
g
 

N
ew

 Y
ear's E

v
e, 1

9
4
1
, in

 a L
o
u
isian

a 

h
o
n
k
y
-to

n
k
, h

e lo
o
k
s b

ack
 b

ey
o
n
d
 P

earl 

H
arb

o
r in

to
 h

is p
ast to

 acco
u
n
t fo

r h
is 

present and that of his com
panions. R

eady 

to go out to m
eet the enem

ies of his coun-

try, perhaps to die, he reflects on his long 
bitterness and cynicism

, and w
onders w

hy 

it to
o
k
 so

 fin
al a challenge to m

ake the 
values of A

m
erican life clear to him

. 
B

efo
re h

is en
listm

en
t. P

riv
ate P

eter 

G
arth L

afavor saw
 w

hat had appeared to 

b
e an

 im
m

u
tab

le w
o
rld

 cru
m

b
le ab

o
u
t 

him
. H

e stepped out of school and into—

th
e d

ep
ressio

n
. H

is g
ro

w
in

g
 p

ain
s w

ere 

all th
e sh

arp
er b

ecau
se th

ey
 co

in
cid

ed
 

w
ith

 th
e g

ro
w

in
g
 p

ain
s o

f h
is co

u
n
try

. 

E
v
ery

th
in

g
  w

as ch
allen

g
ed

—
o
ld

 fears,  

standard values, accepted concepts. 
T

h
ere h

ad
 b

een
 a n

ew
 d

efin
itio

n
 o

f 

freed
o
m

 fo
r L

afav
o
r an

d
 h

is g
en

eratio
n
. 

B
u
t fre

e
d
o
m

 a
n
d
 lic

e
n
se

 h
a
d
 b

e
e
n
 

r 



stran
g
ely

 co
m

b
in

ed
 w

ith
 restrictio

n
 an

d
 

centralization. W
hen a T

V
A

 project cov-
ered his birth place under w

ater, L
afavor 

felt that other traditions too had drow
ned 

under the onrush of new
 forces. A

ccepted 
b
eliefs, d

eep
-ro

o
ted

 cu
sto

m
s v

an
ish

ed
 

overnight. L
ike others of his countrym

,  
h
e h

it o
u
t b

lin
d
ly

, p
art o

f th
e stru

g
6
,, 

o
f o

p
p

o
sin

g
 fo

rces in
 A

m
erica; th

e clash
 

o
f lab

o
r an

d
 cap

ital; th
e stru

g
g
le o

f in
d
i-

v
id

u
alists ag

ain
st co

m
m

u
n
ists; th

e b
attle 

b
etw

een
 n

ativ
e fascists an

d
 th

e fo
rces 

of dem
ocracy;  th

e tu
g
-o

f-w
ar o

f citizen
s 

ag
ain

st co
rru

p
t p

o
litician

s an
d
 p

o
litical 

p
lay

b
o
y
s—

all th
e fo

rces th
at b

red
 cy

n
i-

cism
 an

d
 lo

w
 m

o
rale. 

M
ag

azin
es h

av
e d

ev
o
ted

 m
u
ch

 
lio

n
 to

 th
e "m

o
rale p

ro
b
lem

" in
 m

ilicary
 

and civil life, to say nothing of private dis-
cussions on that subject. M

r. H
uie's novel 

is a v
alu

ab
le co

n
trib

u
tio

n
—

its rep
o
rt o

n
 

one m
an's experiences in the m

idst of the 
battle for faith and integrity is a revelation 
n
o
t to

 b
e d

isco
u
n
ted

 in
 th

is ch
ao

tic tim
e 

w
hen our country is fighting not only for 

its life but for its soul. 
N

iuro ow
 T

H
E

 S
r...a.s is a rough, tc 	

; and 
thoughtful book, shot through w

ith poetry 
an

d
 trag

ed
y

, h
ig

h
 h

o
p

e, d
esp

air an
d

 b
it-

terness; it is unusual and provocative. Y
ou 

w
ill eith

er lik
e it. o

r d
islik

e it, in
ten

sely
. 

W
e can

 g
u
aran

tee th
at y

o
u
r reactio

n
 w

ill 
not be lukew

arm
. 

L
. B

. F
IS

C
H

E
R

 P
U

B
L

. C
O

R
P
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$
 F

ab
ian

 B
ach

rlat 

B
R

A
D

FO
R

D
 

H
U

E
 

is w
ell eq

u
ip

p
ed

 to
 w

rite b
o
th

 
L

er th
e p

ro
b
lem

s o
f th

e N
ew

 
S

o
u
th

 an
d
 o

f th
e p

ro
b
lem

s o
f 

the "R
oosevelt G

eneration" of 
A

m
erican

s. B
o
rn

 in
 th

e T
en

- 
n

essee V
alley

 o
f o

ld
 F

ren
ch

 
and S

cots-Irish stock, he spent 
h
is y

o
u
th

 "h
an

g
in

g
 aro

u
n
d
 

lu
m

b
er m

ills an
d
 g

in
 y

ard
s' 

w
ith

 th
e p

eo
p
le "w

h
o
 sp

eak
 

th
e lan

g
u

ag
e o

f S
h

ak
esp

eare 
A

nd w
ho com

m
une each m

 o rn - 
in

g
 a

t su
n
u
p
 w

ith
 C

o
d
 a

n
d
 

N
atu

re." H
e w

en
t to

 th
e U

n
i- 

v
ersity

 o
f A

lab
am

a w
h
ere h

e 
w

as g
rad

u
ated

 w
ith

 h
o
n
o
rs 

an
d

 a P
h

i B
eta K

ap
p

a k
ey

. 
F

rom
 19:33 to 1938 he w

as a new
spaperm

an in B
irm

ingham
, covering 

"politics, rape trials and labor w
ar." In 19:36 he "turned fascist" in A

la-

bam
a and spent tw

o years "hating R
oosevelt's guts" and trying to throw

 

ae "com
m

unists" - o
u

t. D
u

rin
g

 th
is p

erio
d

 h
e w

as ed
ito

r o
f a m

ag
azin

e, 

secretary
 o

f th
e R

o
tary

 C
lu

b
 o

f p
iln

in
g harn, and prom

oter of "sundry 

enterprises designed to m
ake A

labam
a safe for Jeffersonian D

em
ocracy." 

W
ith

 h
is y

o
u

n
g

er b
ro

th
er, h

e fo
u

n
d

ed
 tw

o
 su

ccessfu
l w

eek
ly

 n
ew

s-

papers and a com
m

ercial printing-business. 
In

 1
9
3
9
 h

e w
en

t to
 C

alifo
rn

ia an
d
 sp

en
t n

early
 tw

o
 y

ears "d
o
in

g
 

n
o
th

in
g
 b

u
t trav

elin
g
 aro

u
n
d
, w

arm
in

g
 b

ar sto
o
ls, sleep

in
g
 in

 th
e su

n
, 

arg
u
in

g
 w

ith
 ev

ery
b
o
d
y
 I m

et, try
in

g
 to

 fig
u
re o

u
t w

h
at-th

e-h
ell, an

d
 

sellin
g

 an
 o

ccasio
n

al p
iece to

 so
m

e ed
ito

r." In
 1

9
4

1
 h

e retu
rn

ed
 to

 th
e 

T
ennessee V

alley and w
rote M

ud on the Stars. 
H

e describes him
self as "a natural-born bar-stooler w

ho'll talk all night 

a.) anybody w
ho can tell a good story and w

ho doesn't suffer F
rom

 indi-

gestion." T
hirty years old, M

r. H
uie now

 lives in N
ew

 Y
ork w

here he is 

asso
ciate ed

ito
r o

f T
he A

m
erican M

ercury an
d
 a co

n
trib

u
to

r to
 o

th
er 

m
agazines. H

e says he shares "the am
bition of every S

outhern G
entle-

m
an

," w
h

ich
 is to

 "lick
 H

itler, th
en

 w
rin

g
 en

o
u

g
h

 m
o

n
ey

 o
u
t o

f th
e 

D
am

n
y

an
k

ees so
 h

e can
 retu

rn
 to

 th
e T

en
n

essee R
iv

er, 'resto
re T

ara,' 

an
d
 th

en
 sp

en
d
 th

e rest o
f h

is life ly
in

g
 u

n
d
er a tree, d

rin
k
in

g
 h

o
m

e-

m
ad

e w
h

isk
ey

, an
d

 th
in

k
in

g
 ab

o
u

t w
h

at d
am

n
 fo

o
ls th

e m
aterialistic 

y
e.nkees are." L

. B
. F
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