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 poster who, showed himsei briefly h
iooutslders? - Is the world's r,l:hut ye
"-"dmu dead b alive? Y

- The mystery mogul, a m_nm»t__the
“dark aits of making money, became.

Beyond . comprehensfon in' his

,,,ant he was always a Blt quirlpy. uld 5

muluslve, with an aura of personal
myltery and privacy, I got to know
\ in the late 10403, Of all the promi.
t figures 1 have known, only John
..‘E' Kennedy egualled Husthex In his
“eigdek and incteive grasp, But Hughes
wes 2 dlstrneting pérson, alternately
brooding and fldgeting He had dark
eyes, I remember, sharp but cold eyes
chat seemed to lack the faintest spar-
kla of frivelity,

After he shut the door behind him, T
zocelved two or three messages trom
bim thryugh third parties. Then si-
lence, ‘His dramatic departure from
Las Vegas In iate 1970 again aroused
! my Interest. T made a few inquiries
l.nd reported on Dee. 9, 1970:

“One. member of his fnper cirele,
whn claims fo have ‘seen Hughes
withln the past two months,

is dow *«; hl8 shoulders, shaggy eya-
i3 , ?"mr':.'. and gro-
Ty 4 figernaly, am.w;m"

m.lm. 1:' # serivs o M&mﬂp‘;’tﬂ-

mew, Managun, Yancouver, Loddos snd

an A;lpuh:o. anm lupdod
vors, he unppaudi: llltinl

his vu!, empire’. which

ranges trom ga.mbllnz palacea to :ecret

spy

... Hughes’ arrival in Nassau bas been

" deseribed by Lou Crosson, who was
then the U.S. consul. “When the time
- came for Hughes to leave the alreraft,”
cstates a confidential memo giving
«Crosson's recollections, “(everyone)
had to walk sbout 50 feet awsy and’
[turn thelr backs before he would come
| out. Crosson gaid he heard the rumble
of the wheelchair belng trundled
aboard the van, Then the van left and
everyone elsa departed.”

According to the memo, two FBI
ngenh showed up a few dlys later to
anﬂnte suspiclons that Hughes
-may have been kidnapped from Las

e

describied
1'm 21 an emaclated Invaid with whits

«Vegas, Although they never saw
' Bughes, they spoke to his associate
. and “feft utlsﬁed there was nothing
' to the charges -

Hughes departed the Bahamas in the
' early morning of Feh. 17, 1972, in an
as-!oot, converted Coast Guard cutter,
. The skipper, Bob Rehak, said the re-
~ cluse was brought to the boat on a

1
Mot u1 March, 1972, did anyone
" outside his tight personal circle meet
“"with him face to face. He had stayed In
«the pyramld-like Intercontinental Ho-
Stel fn Managua where he demanded

ter afone cost Hughes $10,200 & month,

one
Bafore Hughes flew off to Vancou-:

er, he invited President Anastasio So-

e

_bluoﬂnz he could enfor

ment for ‘abotit 80 A3
Hughes, who l’:ﬂt m&i’ AN e
hearing during fameing L4k
with airplanes, complained MMMR
teied 40 o' 50 different types of Haz.-
ing aides but had “found aons. mbm
completely satikfactorg® B;“
alde to bring him an u]
which the billlonaire hlmc!t \3\
paired with ‘a_serewdriver the e S
night. Jmu- placing 1t/ hh
was able ta carty on & mortaal *m-:-
nuenwithﬁhmnnlnds\nmm 5
Hughes seemed ta ahiny i o
visit with outaiders. “Doutt zuek o2
he tald his guesta. ¥This, plans i 0w
ing anywhers watll T teil §€ fo% o
nmhmm then egntlnnad g 970
s& o m"‘"u\m Sl
rol.md‘th&wm‘ld mrt.:'gm inn 1a8% Ty

- ny 'l the Pahanisg iu{'l commRI s

tiong satallites.
‘AY tme polnt, hn expiadtd wh,, r.:

had Become o pocluge, Wy
whent be had boen actively sugzes r
desiiring and Inventine 8k j;.,‘,
shes il o ek
bubeling \[-.,,Nu T e T e

thlm ‘who unntc:l 16w it
o maka hlmeald inse
the Rl‘i(\ {roda
tﬁ work on h's inventions™
iy | reportsd ‘that H’u:ﬁ| vyl ypl
his retreat from the world ‘
take, but he so enjoyed t'ne |'r-,.-~_.
from inferraption . . .(that) ha fou
extremely difficult to change”
Hughes was next reported hnisi 1

"in the towering. Bayshors Inn &

esmrlmi sh Columbla. But sn
saw . “We didn't have any renori
slxhuns:, the former hotel mar.

Bob Owens. Anderson 'uirlec! Ayl
getically: T honestly don't Ymaw'
Hughes was really there

The story was the same at Lo rn-
posh Inn at the Park Hotel. Far 5.
a year, the eccentric billfonzt:s m-
mained closeted in his suits wmm:k
ing picturesque Hyde Park. He wied «
private communications netwoi and
closed circult TV umens m-m
aIl entrances and exits, v - G

He reportedly left the fmtﬂM‘ﬂ

times to travel about London in 8 -
ousine with drawn curtains,
edly slipping in and out of the § 7
private elévator.

He had two visitors from qu%c?
St. Patrick’s eve, 1078 —
O'Callaghan and Bawed!
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