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Link Between Waiver, Funds Denied 
By Jack Anderson 

A representative of billon-
sire Howard Hughes, Richard 
Danner, has told Senate Water-
gate investigators that he ob-
tained an antitrust waiver hi 
1970 from then-Attorney Gen-
eral John Mitchell This coin-
cided closely, Danner said, 
with his delivery of $100,000 in 
gambling money to President 
Nixon's friend, Bebe Rebozo. 

Danner insisted, however, 
that Mitchell was unaware of 
the contribution and, therefore, 
that the favorable antitrust ac-
tion was not a quid pro quo for 
the money. 

Danner said he had three con-
versations with Mitchell about 
Hughes' desire to purchase the 
Dunes hotel-casino in Las Ve-
gas. On the last occasion, Dan-
ner called upon Mitchell at the 
Justice Department and was 
given clearance to go ahead 
with the Dunes acquisition. 

This occurred, to the best of 
Danner's recollection, in Au-
gust or September of 1970. A few 
weeks earlier, on July 3, 1970, 
according to Danner's records, 
he handed $50,000 in $100 bills 
to Rebozo at President Nixon's 
San Clemente estate. 

Danner had no record of the 
exact time he delivered the ad-
ditional $50,000 installment. He 
originally told the Internal Rev-
enue Service that he had turned 
over the cash to Rebozo at the 
President's Key Biscayne estate 
in August, 1969. But Danner ex-
plained to the Watergate inves- 

tigators that he latee gave the 
IRS an amended statement, sug-
gesting it was possible the de-
livery could have occurred In 
August, 1970. 

Before the $100,000 changed 
hands, the Justice Department 
had blocked Hughes from pur-
chasing another Las Vegas ho-
tel-casino, the Stardust, on anti-
trust grounds. But the Justice 
Department changed its atti-
tude in 1970 when Mitchell 
promised, according to Danner, 
not to obstruct the expansion of 
Hughes' gambling empire. 

The Senate sleuths ques-
tioned Danner this past Aug. 30 
in his offices at the Sands hotel-
casino in Las Vegas. Through-
out the secret interview, he in-
sisted that the two $50,000 pay-
ments were intended as cam-
paign contributions. 

President Nixon, of course, 
wasn't campaigning for office 
at the time the money was deliv-
ered, but Danner said the Presi-
dent was expected to use the 
money to help his favorite can-
didates in the 1970 congres-
sional races.  

came up, said Danner, Rebozo 
said to "drop it, forget it." 

A White House spokesman de-
nied that the President had ever 
received the $100.000 offering, 
and friends of Rebozo told us 
that no campaign money had 
been diverted into personal 
channels. 

Danner told the investigators 
that the question of a campaign 
contribution was first brought 
up with Rebozo in 1968. Rebozo 
broke off the discussion, how-
ever, when he learned that the 
President's brother, Donald 
Nixon, was Involved In arrang-
ing a Hughes contribution. 
When Donald Nixon's name 


