
J
a

ck
 A

n
d

erso
n

's W
a

sh
in

g
to

n
 M

erry
-g

o
-ro

u
n

d
 	

—
W

ith
 L

es W
h
itten

 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
 —

 F
ro

m
 th

e tig
h

t, 
secretiv

e, little circle aro
u

n
d

 th
e late 

H
ow

ard H
ughes, w

e have been given a 
d
e
sc

rip
tio

n
 o

f h
is fin

a
l y

e
a
rs a

s a
 

penthouse herm
it. 

U
n

til n
o

w
, n

o
 m

em
b

er o
f th

e in
n

er 
circle has broken the absolute silence he 
im

p
o

sed
 o

n
 th

em
. T

h
e circu

m
stan

ces 
su

rro
u
n
d
in

g
 h

is d
eath

, h
o
w

ev
er, h

av
e 

p
ersu

ad
ed

 a few
 to

 sp
eak

 relu
ctan

tly
 

ab
o

u
t life in

 H
u

g
h

es' in
n

er san
ctu

m
. 

T
h

ey
 ag

reed
 to

 talk
 to

 u
s o

n
 co

n
d

itio
n

 
that w

e not identify them
. 

T
h
e n

atio
n
's rich

est citizen
 d

ied
 th

e 
d

e
a
th

 o
f a

 p
a
u

p
e
r —

 e
m

a
c
ia

te
d

, 
sh

riv
eled

, d
eh

y
d
rated

, w
ith

 b
ed

 so
res 

and a bleeding tum
or. D

r. V
ictor M

anuel 
M

ontem
ayor M

artinez, w
ho w

as called 
in to adm

inister to H
ughes, concluded: 

"T
h
e
 p

a
tie

n
t h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 se

rio
u
sly

 
n
eg

lected
." 

A
 strik

in
g

ly
 sim

ilar d
escrip

tio
n

 o
f 

Ilu
g

h
es w

as su
b

m
itted

 to
 th

e sh
eriff's 

o
ffice b

y
 D

r. H
aro

ld
 	

F
eikes shortly 

after th
e b

illio
n
aire v

an
ish

ed
 fro

m
 L

as 
V

eg
as m

o
re th

an
 fiv

e y
ears ag

o
. O

th
er 

w
itn

esses h
av

e d
escrib

ed
 H

u
g
h
es es a 

w
asted invalid, w

ith unkem
pt, straggly 

hair and w
hiskers. 

' C
u
sto

m
s in

sp
ecto

r H
aro

ld
 S

aw
y
er, 

w
ho boarded H

ughes' chartered plane in 
D

ecem
ber [972, told us the recluse had 

co
llar-len

g
th

 h
air, a fu

ll b
eard

 an
d

 a 
black hat pulled dow

n over his head. H
e 

spoke in a m
uffled voice. 

Y
et w

e sp
o

k
e to

 a h
alf a d

o
zen

 o
th

er 
w

itnesses w
ho have seen H

ughes during 
th

e p
ast six

 y
ears. T

h
ey

 d
escrib

ed
 h

im
  

as a tail, thin, distinguished m
an w

ith a 
neatly trim

m
ed V

an D
yke beard. T

hey 
said

 
h
e 

w
a
s c

o
rd

ia
l, a

le
rt, e

v
e
n
 

talk
ativ

e, w
ith

 an
 u

n
can

n
y

 m
em

o
ry

 o
f 

past details. 
W

e h
av

e co
n

clu
d

ed
 th

ere w
ere tw

o
 

H
ow

ard H
ughes, either the sam

e m
an in 

different states, or tw
o different persons. 

S
ignificantly, w

e discovered that in the 
M

ies a m
o

v
ie acto

r n
am

ed
 B

ro
o

k
s 

!S
andell had been hired occasionally to 

;im
personate H

ughes. 

T
he billionaire's intim

ates now
 tell us 

that the tw
o conflicting descriptions fit 

th
e real H

o
w

ard
 H

u
g

h
es at d

ifferen
t 

periods. H
e had a barber on 24-hour call; 

so
m

etim
es h

e w
o

u
ld

 su
b

m
it to

 reg
u

lar 
h
aircu

ts an
d
 h

av
e h

is b
eard

 trim
m

ed
 

into a neat V
an D

yke. B
ut other tim

es, he 
refu

sed
 to

 let th
e b

arb
er n

ear h
im

 fo
r 

prolonged spells. 
H

ughes began to-behave strangely in 
the early 1960s w

hen he still lived in B
ei 

A
ire, C

alif. H
e d

ev
elo

p
ed

 a h
y
sterical 

fear of m
icrobes. S

om
etim

es, he w
ould 

call his doctor half a dozen tim
es a day to 

com
plain about his health. 

B
u

t w
h

e
n

 th
e
 d

o
c
to

r a
rriv

e
d

 to
 

e
x

a
m

in
e
 R

u
g

h
e
s, th

e
 e

c
c
e
n

tric
 

billionaire sspetim
es w

ouldn't allow
 the 

d
o
cto

r to
 to

u
ch

 h
im

. F
ro

m
 acro

ss th
e 

bedroom
, H

ughes w
ould ask questions 

an
d

 h
av

e th
e p

h
y

sician
 w

rite d
o

w
n

 th
e, 

answ
ers. H

ughes w
as so afraid of germ

s 
that he w

ouldn't allow
 his doctor to open 

his m
outh to give verbal answ

ers in his 
presence. 

T
h

e
 a

id
e
s w

h
o

 a
tte

n
d

e
d

 H
u

g
h

e
s 

receiv
ed

 h
u

g
e salaries, as m

u
ch

 as 
$75,000 a year, to cater to his w

him
s. H

e 
lik

ed
 to

 b
e b

ab
ied

, an
d
 th

ey
 p

am
p
ered

 
him

 outrageously, they tell us. 
W

hen he chose not to eat, they didn't 
p

ress h
im

. W
h

en
 h

e w
as ready to eat, 

th
ey

 w
o
u
ld

 m
ak

e su
re h

is fav
o
rite 

c
o

o
k

ie
s a

n
d

 b
e
e
f stro

g
a
n

o
ff w

e
re

 
prepare:P

m
 m

e exact specifications. 
H

is body becam
e stiff and brittle from

 
liv

in
g
 in

 a co
n
fin

ed
 sp

ace. T
h
e aid

es 
urged him

 to m
ove around until a hip 

injury in L
ondon four years ago kept him

 
largely bedridden for the rest of his life. 

A
ides erected a special antennae in the 

B
aham

as so H
ughes could w

atch U
.S

. 
television on a large screen. A

 H
ughes 

p
lan

e w
o
u
ld

 also
 fly

 as m
an

y
 as tw

o
 

dozen m
ovies to his retreats each w

eek. 
S

om
etim

es he w
ould w

atch m
ovies for 18 

hours at a tim
e, view

ing them
 from

 the 
p
e
rs

p
e
c
tiv

e
 o

f a
 H

o
lly

w
o
o
d
 

producer-director, one intim
ate told us. 

In the adjoining room
, his aides could 

h
ear th

e rev
erb

eratin
g
 so

u
n
d
s o

f th
e 

recluse's favorite W
esterns. T

he volum
e 

w
as alw

ays high because he w
as hard of 

h
earin

g
, 

T
h

e "O
ld

 M
an

," as h
is aid

es called
 

H
u
g
h
es, reg

ard
ed

 th
em

 as h
is ad

o
p
ted

 
fam

ily. W
hen it cam

e their turn to leave 
h
im

 fo
r a

 w
e
e
k
 to

 v
isit th

e
ir o

w
n
 

fam
ilies, h

e w
o
u
ld

 in
v
en

t ex
cu

ses to
 

keep them
 near him

. O
ne m

em
ber of his 

circle com
plained that he had m

issed the 
graduation of all of his children because 
of his devotion to the O

ld M
an. 

' T
here w

ere tim
es that H

ughes seem
ed 

to w
ant to com

e out of his self-im
posed 

ex
ile. H

e w
alk

ed
 in

to
 th

e lo
b
b
y
 o

f 
V

ancouver's B
ayshore Inn under his ow

n 
pow

er, for exam
ple, pausing only to tie 

th
e d

raw
strin

g
 o

n
 h

is p
ajam

a b
o

tto
m

. 
T

he hotel guests and a Japanese w
indow

 
w

asher didn't seem
 to notice him

. 

F
o

r a tim
e, H

u
g

h
es en

jo
y

ed
 starin

g
 

across his balcony to w
atch the planes at 

a nearby airport. B
ut an aide suggested 

that an enterprising photographer w
ith a 

telep
h
o
to

 len
s m

ig
h
t b

e ab
le to

 sn
ap

 a 
picture of H

ughes from
 another building

.  
T

h
e cu

rtain
s w

ere d
raw

n
, an

d
 H

u
g
h
es 

never again looked out of his w
indow

. 

W
hy did his devoted aides neglect him

 
in th

e end? T
he only explanation they 

c
a
n
 o

ffe
r is th

a
t th

e
y
 w

e
re

 stric
tly

 
o
b
ed

ien
t. W

h
en

 h
e issu

ed
 in

stru
ctio

n
s 

n
o
t to

 sen
d
 h

im
 to

 a h
o
sp

ital, it d
id

n
't 

o
c
c
u
r to

 th
e
m

 to
 d

is
re

g
a
rd

 th
e
 

in
stru

ctio
n

s w
h

en
 h

e lap
sed

 in
to

 h
is 

periodic stupors. P
erhaps the only real 

d
ecisio

n
 th

ey
 ev

er m
ad

e, o
n

e in
sid

er 
conceded, w

as to fly the dying H
ughes 

back to the U
.S

. 
In

 a w
ay

, H
u

g
h

es m
ay

 h
av

e o
rd

ered
 

his ow
n death by not allow

ing his closest 
aid

es to
 h

elp
 h

im
. B

u
t U

.S
. au

th
o
rities 

aren
't satisfied

 w
ith

 th
is ex

p
lan

atio
n

. 
T

hey w
ant to know

 w
hether the quirky 

H
u

g
h

es w
as co

m
p

eten
t to

 ru
n

 h
is $

2
 

b
illio

n
 em

p
ire, w

h
y
 a g

u
ard

ian
 w

asn
't 

a
p
p
o
in

te
d
 a

n
d
 w

h
o
 m

a
d
e
 th

e
 

m
 ilihni Ilionelullar financial decisions. 


