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The note you adied to the ChiTrib 12/26/75 Hownrd Hughes Indicted story asks if this
Adr Wust deal could be Uperation fhoenix. I wish 1 Jmew the answer. Save for the symbolie,
the riasing from the ashes, I see no special significunce to the core nane. + assume it has
one that I've missedf esp. if Hunt slected it. Hoen of the fou thi.gs L've thought of meewm
to make much sense. L just can't project nyseli enough into Hunt' special meanings snd in-
terpretations and political views fto Imow what he would regard as, for example, risen from
the ashes. “orhaps something anti~CIA or anti-Castro or anfi® anti-Hunt's friends and co=
beliovers. laybe sone who once Hunt Nixon much., But T don t sev any special reason to
connect with “ugjos or Air West. There was n Urcenspin brofkin but the safe withstood the
burglars. and the Brvin commbtte~'s earlier approach was an abortion., The indicted Chester
Yavis i the partner of Archie Cox's brother.

I sug est that “wehes' retumn to the Bahames is o result ol the Vesco decislon on
extradition. Bnglend is too survile. Ray was not subjeet to extradition wnder that treaty
but he was extradicted. Under the same treaty Vesco was ruled not subjeet o extraditions
TMees lughes to that jurisdietion!

Yhe treaty is explicit? political erimes are not exiradictable. Uan you imegine a
more political erdme than the one vith v dieh Hay was charged? Yhis ad res:ces motive, end
there could have been no non=political motive.

If you hear awything vore about those two “hicego wiremen, I d like to hoar. Ewen
if only nanen, so I cun be alert.

deanwlile, for whoat my opinign is worth, Hunt has an enpoing desl that iz improved
a bit by release periding appeals He hus said leas than he could and hus not ever been
asked all or-even the right questions. po whisper on him wonld not interest.

Thanles and best, I 122/74
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LAS VEGAS, Nev., Dec. 27—Elusive E:E:nu.m Howard

stock in a roundabout scheme to pressuré Air West directors

to agree to the Hughes takeover.

1es was indicted ww a ?aﬁ& grand jury foday in connec- Hughes last week reportedly left his hideout in England
. for the Bahamas where his is said to have taken over the top

Jughes was auE.m d with b.u:m conspiracy, stock manip-  two floors of Freeport’

on, and other crimes in his 1969 ngqau of the regional  resork

- A mvowmu:._»: for Hughes in H.am Angeles mﬁn “until we

w was the first time criminal charges had been brought  have an epportunity to read what we're accused of, we can’t
1st him, despite numerous E...anmgum of his mﬂ.mhnsm. have gﬁEnm to say about it.”

» e ‘= A-SPOKESMAN for the u:mano Department mma attor-

OIS FORMER TOP aide and three other associates also  neys are studying whether Hughes can- be extradited to Enm
named defendants in’the nine-count indictment returned _ the charges.

«deral District Court here. The indictment accused the Indicted along with the Bnﬁnnmrmn were: wavml
of conspiring to depress the market price of Air West Emrm__. 3252. n_.:mn exec 5.:& anan. Em mcmumm zmﬁnm
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s ouaﬁmncum. Chester o Uw&m chief ra.mﬂ nB:EmH for the cor-

s Nmbum__ Princess moﬂw_ a nmmEo.

“poration; David B. Charnay, a Hughes associate and presi-
dent of Four Star International, a TV and movie production
firm; and James H. Hall, who is in owm_.mm of land acquisi-
tion for Hughes' Nevada operations. _.

mnmvmm. who has not been seen in mE.oun ::. years, is
reportedly in the Bahamas, Z

The indictment said the alleged conspiracy Scw Emam

. ' between June, 1968, and January, 1969 H.Emwoh bought the

* girfine in Umnmﬂcﬁ. 1968, N 3 i

THE INDICTMENT said Charnay and two Enua_ﬁmn.
coconspirators sold a total of 46,000 shares of Air West stock
during a two-day period in December, 1968.

mcwr& Maheu, and Davis caused Hme._mEG 8 be filed
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. and a long-time friend of Hughes.

. lesser penalties.

against Air West directors who had voted against selling out
to Hughes’ company, the Hughes Tool Co., the indictment sald.
Hughes and his associates then used the lawsuits to pres-
sure the recalcitrant directors into changing their votes, the
indictment said. ’ - )
Named as coconspirators but not inditted were Herman

“ Greenspun, editor and publisher of the Las Vegas Sun, who
has been involved with Hughes in numerous financial deal-
ing, and George Crocket, former owner, of Alamo Airways

'HE AND ‘THE other defendants if convicted could be'
sentenced to a maximum of five years in prison and fined
$10,000 on the conspiracy charge. The other charges carry



