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1.1
2is Indicted story asks if this 

1/. /73 

Air West deal could be Operation khoenix. I wish knew the answer. Save for the symbolic, 
the rising from the ashes, I see no epucial sifsnifiounce to the core nume..1  assume it has 
one that I've missed esp. if Hunt sleeted it. Noen of the four thi.,ge I've thought of seem 
to sake much sense. J. just can't project myself enough into Hunt' special meaninsa sane in-
terpretations incl political views to know what he would regard as, for example, riaen from 
the ashes. 4'erhape something anti-C/A or anti-Castro or anti* anti-Hunt's friends and co-
believers. klaybe some vho once Hunt Nixon much. But I don t see any special reason to 
connect with "ugjce or Air Vogt. There was a Groanepen br,,,2kin but the safe withstood the 
burglars. And the Nrvin commhttee's earlier ap.droach was an abortion* The indicted. Chanter 
"avis a..J the partner of Archie Cox's brother. 

I sug,eet that -ughss' rrturn to the Bahamas is a result o; to, 'esco de eision on 
extradition. ilaraund is toe servile. Ray was not subjet to extrndition under that treaty 
but ho was extradiated. Bhder the sane treat' VO4C0 was ruled not subject to extradition. 
Flees aughea to that juriediction! 

Ale treaty is explicit:  political crimes are not catiadiotablo. Can you imagine a 
more political crime them the one 	'r Joh:Lay -deo challpdT This nd,remas motive, and 
there could have been no non-political motive* 

if you Year anything more about tl!oso two t'hicago wiremen, 1,,d like to hear. Lvan 
if only namo:4 so I can he alert. 

Licanwhile, for what my opinign is worth, Hunt has en ongoing donl that is inprovr3d 
a bit by release pending appeal* /14 has said less than he could and liar not ever been 
naked all or even thc-: ridlt questions. nu whifver on him would not interest. 

Thanks and best, EW 42/74 
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E
lusive billionaire H

ow
ard 

lea w
as indicted by a federal and 'lay today in connec-

w
ith his takeover o A

ir W
est A

ir nes.  
T

ughes w
as charge w

ith fraud, conspiracy, stock m
anip-

on, and other crim
es in his 1969 takeover of the regional 

e. 
t w

as th
e first tim

e crim
in

al ch
arg

es b
ad

 b
een

 b
ro

u
g

h
t 

ist him
, despite num

erous investigations of his financial 
75. 	

. 	
• 	

• 	
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F
O

R
N

1E
H

 T
O

P
 aide and three other associates also 

n
am

ed
 d

efen
d
an

ts th
e- nine-count indictm

ent returned 
K

leral D
istrict C

ourt here. T
he indictm

ent accused the 
conspiring to depress-  th

e m
ark

et p
rice o

f A
ir W

est  

stock in a roundabout schem
e to presS

ure A
ir W

est directors 
to agree to the H

ughes takeover. 
H

ughes last w
eek reportedly left his hideout in E

ngland 
for the B

aham
as w

here his is said to have taken over the top 
tw

o
 flo

o
rs o

f F
reep

o
rt's X

an
ad

u
 P

rin
cess H

o
tel, a casin

o
 

resort. 
A

 spokesm
an for H

ughes in L
as A

ngeles said "until w
e 

haV
e an opportunity to read w

hat w
e're accused of, w

e can't 
have anything to say about it." 	

• 
. 	

. 
A

' S
P

O
K

E
S

M
A

N
 for the Justice D

epartm
ent said attor-

neys are studying w
hether H

ughes can. he extradited to face 
the charges. 
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In
d

icted
 alo

n
g

 w
ith

 th
e in

d
u

strialist w
ere: R

o
b

e r t 
M

aheu, form
er chief executive officer of the H

ughes' N
evada  

operations; C
hester C

. D
avis, chief legal counsel for the cor-

poration; D
avid F

S
. C

harnay, a H
ughes associate and presi-

dent of F
our S

tar International, a T
V

 and m
ovie production 

firm
; and Jam

es H
. H

all, w
ho is

 in
 ch

arg
e o

f lan
d
 acq

u
isi-

tion for H
ughes' N

evada operations. 
H

u
g

h
es, w

h
o

 h
as n

o
t b

een
 seen

 in
 p

u
b

lic fo
r y

ears, is 
reportedly in the B

aham
as. 

T
he indictm

ent 
said 

th
e alleg

ed
 co

n
sp

iracy
 to

o
k

 p
lace 

betw
een June, 1968, and January, 1969. H

ughes bought the 
airline in D

ecem
ber, 1968. 

T
H

E
 IN

D
IC

T
M

E
N

T
 said

 C
h

arn
ay

 an
d

 tw
o

 =
in

d
icted

 
coconspirators sold a total of 46,000 shares of A

ir W
est stock 

during a tw
o-day period in D

ecem
ber, 1968. 

H
u

g
h

es, M
ah

eu
; an

d
 D

av
is cau

sed
 law

su
its to

 b
e 

filed 
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• 
against Air West directors who had voted against selling out 
to Hughes' company, the Hughes Tool Co., the indictment said. 

Hughes and his associates then used the lawsuits to pres-
sure the recalcitrant directors into changing their votes, the 
indictment said. 	• 

Named as coconspirators but not indited were Herman 
reens un 	 publisher cf the 	who 

has been involved with Hughes in numerous financial deal-
ing, and George Crocket, former owner, of Alamo Airways 
and a long-time friend of Hughes. 

HE AND THE other defendants if convicted could be 
sentenced to a maximum of five years in prison and fined 
$10,000 on the conspiracy charge. The other charges carry 
lesser penalties. 

• 


