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Comst Dimtrict Attorney Reported Investigating
Incidents Involving Ship Used to Raise Soviet Submarine

By JOHN M. CREWDSON Al neither the F.B.1| |fied as David : ||was then berthed in Long
pacial 1o The New Yar ‘Fiaes 5 nor the C.LA. will talk for the| T, § um A &’7 Beach following her mid-1874
WASHINGTON, -Jure 17=| record sbout the mesting with ©f Los Angeles, ‘attempt to raise the Soviet sub-

Philip Watson, tha Los

County - pesgnkor, =aid today
that the disirict attorney’s of-
fice themy was investigating the
jdentities of two men who pur-

Mr. Watson or the arrange-
ments that preceded it, some
ernment  officlals  with
owledge of the matter have
' indicated their their belief that
| the bureau, which carried out
portad (o represent the Centrall the introduction In good faith,
Intelligenca Agency during 2| was taken advantage of by the
a LY

intori Morse of Houston.| marine, if they would provide
In"a i Interview, Mr.' him with a letter from the
Watson recalled that the F.B.I,| C.LA. staling the Government's

before departing, told

that “these gentlemen are  The visitors duclined on se-
from the C.LA. and they want curity groonds to provide such
to talk to you on a matter a letter, and Mr. Watson has

) i of national gecurity. since sent the Summa Corpora-
bighly sensilive miectiay WiN SEFat it now appesrs that the| | Federal officials would not tion 8 tax bill that will come

name the agent involved, but due in August for $7.5-miilion.
they said that he was not Wil- Tha assesgor added that he
liam Sulllvan, the head of the had mide = second request
bureau's Los of Mr. Toy for such = latter
The Times that none had

that it was Mr. coming.

annou The tax bill includes a 25 per
gent fraud &emlty asseased

" u week ago that the

{Explorer had been registered in
Long Beach in October, 1973

four men who met with Mr.
Wi o comiiisocs Doat e
ts0 Jooking, at im “in  oonfidence t

e g uest, into whether! Glomar Explorer was owned
there had been any intent to, by the Federal Government, and
dafraud his office by either of| therefore exempt from local
the ¢wo. The assessor said that| taxes, represented not the
the man had informed him dur-| C.LA. but Mr. Hughes and the
ing the meeting uml l;l daep-c:l Global Marine lfzwﬁm. 3;3
mining ship ostensibly owned| subcantractos that designed and
by Hnwtrdpl. Hughes, the bil-| built the ship. 3

lionaire, was in reality the .
of " The assertion by a high Fed-

the C.LA. .
. Mr. Watson is embroiled| fmdil that it
C.LA.Y that initinted
raises the questi

Mr. Watson sald that Joseph
Busch, the district rney,
Mr. 'Wat-|

a who repre-
Watson ' sxld, St  both Mr.
Morse, an attofney for the
Summa Corporation, remained | The Summa corporation has
silent during the meeting, Mr.||consistently declined to make
. |a formal declaration of govern-
ment ownership of the ship
to Mr, Watson, but has instead
parired his tax levies with the
argument that because the ship
¥ is registered under Summa's
Morse, who [name in Delawars it does not
discuss the |“have a tax status in Los An-
geles County.”

tigation by Mr.

The
¢ ’l“om sources said, is
ned at determining whether

teleph - |any fraud was committed in
though he had once been & [comnection with the representa-

“with the Summa Corporation,
Mr. Hughes's holding company,
in a tax dispute over the own-
ership of the vessel, which was
used by the C.LA. last summer
to raise part of a sunken Soviet
submarine from the floor of the

ing
ther the agency
implicated in
f;‘agdcl:almm tb'ede-
¥ . Busch's inves-
tigators l:vmin; ta-
by two of the four men

gE_

.!mntlﬁed themselves dur-

the conversation as C.LA.
and Mr.

déclined

(ahip
B
ing
em

tions
of either their C.I.A. connec-

brella organization, have insis-
ted that previous descriptions
of the ship as a deep-rea min-
ing  vessel owned hyv Mr

story"” intended to dissuise its

trua nature and purpose.

Hughes were  spacinus “rover!

| association but a well-placed

‘-:lflsy.‘:t'l m h; WaS Now em-
y umma Corpors-
lri_cg. Mr. Schognbaum, reached’
in his office at Summa’s En-
cino,” Calif., headquarters, de-
clined to confirm or deny his

source said of Mr, Schoenbaum
last week, “he's a - Summa

tions by "Mr. Schoenbaum and
Mr Kucara that they were
C.LA, employes and that the
Summg Corporation was f
the ship’s legal owner.

In sddition, Federal statuts
make it a crime to impersonag
a Federal official, but govem
‘ment_ officials said, as far a
‘they knsw, the F.B.L was can

Man."
C.LA. Letter Requested

‘A spokesman [or C.LA.
lined wmlnlg?wheﬂ
ed why & member of his
office

ducting no {nvestigation of tis
incident.

| exist that taks the ship's Fed- Meamvhile, the future shatw
eral ownership clear, but they
have repeatedly declined to

‘:}of,ﬂw,ﬂlomar Explorer e
mained uncertain in anothe

k

ceptional 3 Last summer, the vesse

ufr'::l the mmm'u G&E show such agreements’to re- gﬁ""" ed the interview, or| Attempted to bring up from
porters. : 7 2. whaﬁtﬂlmfdr. Kucera or Mr,| Pacific Ocean floor a Sovie
| Would it be possible, the call.| _ The Explorer, which s valued ic 1 oonpgum ‘had sny overt or| |submarine that sank 700 milg:
er for someone from | At upwards of on, WBS | J o+ connection with the| |northwest of ail in 1
lthe bureau to ce four; by all accounts built with Fed- agency. Part of the rine was re
C1A. smplojes to Mr, Watson,| oral funds. If her title was "SUun’ woioon gaid he told [covered but tiée rest sank agail
with whom the had an| surreptitiously passed to Mr i, men that he would be will-
urgent matter of: al Im- Hughes, questions are raised % waive county !
polnmcu to di ' | about possible windfall profits Egu on the Explorer whﬂ
The F.BI s ; ﬂlﬂ “I""d b;ngim and :_hil com- - : ’ 12 3

was_preoccupied with the in- Plisnce with ceriin HFCdee

vestigation of a bizarre bur-
glary the previous summer at &
Holl office owned by Mr..
Hughes, assigned one the:
agents working on the éase to
perform the requested favor,
and thought no more about it.

itylwmuandlcul.u:um
four men who went to
Mr. Watson's office in January

to discuss the tax question
have been identi-

But from that |
nocunus  telephons call has
scemmed & bewildering set of
cirgumst;

ances that makes it ap-|
paar miore and mure as If Mr.l
Hughy he Ferdaral
Cravel e this owWner
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