/

JUW: What a supberg job on The Conning Tower! A ringless half-hour and it is already
in an ervelope to go out in the a.m, Many thanks!
flow I hope I can rest a bit,
smcerely'
HW 4/28/75




Harold Weisberg
Rt. 8, Frederick, Md. 21701

4/28/75

Op Ed Page Editor

The New York Times

229 W 43 Ytey

Hew York, N.Y. 10036 3
Dear Editor,

If you have further interest in the Executive Session transcript of the
Warren Commission referred to on page four, Pete Kihss has a coOLy.

It is rich and is worth careful reading. (ot thet I don't recormend the
entire averly-hasty book!)

Since then I've abtained still avother, in some ways even more significants
Certaioly more Orwellians.

1 had copies availeble at a press3 conferance in the Roossvelt laat Fridey.
I do not know it tna¥Tizes was thers, zot caly because I Loow few Times reporters
but I was and remain guite ill, ;acuncnis and pleurisy.

If you had no reportsr thera and if you'd like a copy, I'll provide 1t.

liy four earlier Freedom of Information suits were productive, most of ell the
only one I loste That one is the first of four cited in the Congressicnal detates
(5/%0/74) &8 requiring auendment of the lede

Probably ms a result ths government seems anxious not %o have me file the
guit that can be new precedent. So, =Y efforts are productive. 1'm getting sup-
pressed stuff all the time. 1 believe that despite what the Times reported the
fact that I filed the first suit under the amended law (by more than a day) is
enough of an indication to the goveroment of my intentions.

¥hile it is not for your dspartmeat end while I nate to be glring suzy the
rosults of years of uncompensated werk, I do expect to be mekiag sveilable what
I regard as among the most Jefinitive of JFK nssasuination evidence in the neer
future. This material also has relevance to surrent page~one news, L belleve.

¢ the Tdmes can be interested, let me know and I'1l see to it that the
Lynen has this material available.

1 am delaying until I receive wrltisn assurance that I have received 100F
of the material I asied for. The govermuent i not rushing o glve thiz assurinces

I am but an hour from your Washington buresu. In confidenca nntil general
release I am willing to let what I have be examined snd to answer questions,
However, it is now imposaible for me to travel.

smﬂrely »

Horold heisberg

e e e e Tt



24 April 1975

Dear Harold:
The two Congressional Quarterly chronology volumes are

going via separate 4th class cover.

Herewith a rewrite job on your conning tower piece.
This is by far the easiest way to deal with it. To try to shorten
it by editing would have *involved recopying anyway.

This can be shortened still further by some 200 words
by eliminating the reference to Whitewash IV. This would involve
skipping from the end of the 4th paragraph on page 3 #.x x multiple
investigation." down to the last graph beginning "The mystery x x x."

I left it in because I thought you wanted the plug, for
one thing, and for another the Dulles quotes are entirely relevant.

The whole affair of the Glomar Explorer seems to have
been forgotten, and for that reason I tried to freshen your approach
a bit by including in the 3rd paragraph a reference to the fact that
there's talk of sending her out to sea again. Otherwise, I added
nothing; only cut out whole sections and references to simplify
things and did what rearranging X I thought essential to put your
ideas in maximum juxtaposition. One problem withm your draft was
that whereas you ammounce the existence of the one all-important
to-be-bulldogged fact on the first page, you don't disclose what
it is until the penultimate graf. That's just more suspense than
the truck driver in Omaha will put up with, assuming he doesn't
get lost en route.

Hope this at least gives you some idea for your own
fresh start.

,f_ g - :
Best, .
/)—-ws

Lo

jdw
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Harold Weisberg, Route 8
Frederick, Maryland 22701

The Conning Tower

by
Harold Weigberg

(The writer is a former Senate investigator

and intelligence analyst whose decade-long
investigation of political assassinations has
jcentered on inquiries into federal investigative
agencies.)

The late Allen Dulles, once our chiefest spook, used to
call intelligence a craft.

This may apply to what the Bentral Intelligence Agency
calls "operations" and "plans," but the most important and pro-
ductive aspect of intelligence -- analysis -- is an art. The
essence of that art, when clues are few, is to sieze upon a single
fact and, with the mind, bulldog it to death.

In the now-fading debate over "Operation Jemnifer,"

(the recovery of part of a Soviet submarine by Howard Hughes'

Glomar Explorer) all sides appear to have overlooked or ignored a

crucial false premise. And, in the midst of talk that the Glomar
Explorer may sall again this summer, it ought to be kept in mind

that the media and most politiclans, whether praising or criticizing
the Exploter's feat, all managed to miss that single, to-be-bulldogged
fact: What the Glomar Explorer was doing was no secret to the

Russians, It was withheld from the American people only.
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«+se«« Deople only.

This truth rests not only upon such informed opinions
as that of former Defense Secretary lelvin Laird. Satellites told
the Russians the entire story. Can 1t be imagined that they made
no sense out of the travels of the Glomar Explorer and its monstrous
barge ? If they somehow missed this, could they possibly have found
no meaning in the total disappearance of that enormous barge in the
middle of the lacific where they knew their submarine had gone down ?

The realities of intelligence are such that the Sussians
could not have helped being alerted with the first news account of
the Explorer's $nnounced purpose of mining the ocean bottom. The
realities are that battalions of people just can't and don't keep
secrets. And a reality worth recalling is that more than a decade ago
President Hisenhower told us that the science of satellite photography
was such that from the stratosphere the white lines in parking lots are
clearly disgerned.

But if we are asked to assume that the Russziang didn't
rotige the disappearance of a barge the size of a football field,
this is no more outrazeous than the expectation that all the ma jor
media in the United States would mo alonz with the saz. Ths btruth is
that the medis not only went alonz, they zot hornswozzled in a special
gambit of vital importance to their own competence and self-resnect.

By some special new magic of the "eraft" (domestic operations
having been [loresworn), CIA director William Colby knew as soon as each

' publication, wire service and network learned of the Clomar Lxploter's

so-special and so-supersecret oproject.

Tnere was nothing unusual about Colby's asking each to
withhold the story "in the national interest." Vhat was new was that e
went out of his way fo give each a full account on "Gpedation Jennifer,"
ostensibly so that the urgency of keeping it secret could be appreciated

fully. Actually, a potential scoop was dangled before aeach.
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.«.« before each.

The Los Angeles Times broke it first, with a front page

story. But the Russians are supposed to have missed that. Then they
are supposed td have missed the same story when the Times, importuned
by Colby, moved it back to an inside page in later editions. Time
magazine assures us in it's l‘arch 31 issue that there were all these
"nervous Y02 asents," leaving us to infer that none could read any

edition of the Los Angelesz Times. The same nervous agents also

are supposed to have missed all the various syndicated stories
distributed throughout the country, based on the Times' story.

How ;ortunate that the fantastic secret continued secret,
with virtually every major element among our news media fully in-
formed about all the faseinating details of the CIA's unprecedented
accomplishment. To say that the medla should have known better is to
heg the question.

Iditors seem not to have recognized the special clue
they all had: Colby didn't have to tell all in order to persudée them
to respect "national secufity.“ In the fullness of his ﬁriefings, he
actually preparsd all for the detailed accounts that became probably
the bekt vublic relations available to the CIA in its time of
erisis when it was coming under multiple investigation.

Allen Dulles himself has made it plain how no public
statement by a high intelligence official on matters capable of
being related to national security can be accepted uneritically.

n Jan. 27, 1964, he told the Yarren Commission, of which
he was a member, that CIA operatives could not be expscted, even
under oath, to tell the truth without fail. In an executlive session
never expected to be made public, Dulles was dealing with reports more
than a month old that Lee liarvey Oswald had had comnections with both

the CIA and the FEI.
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«... the FBI.

Would his (CIA) people tell the truth ? Commission
chairman Earl Warren wanted to know.

No, said Dulles.

"Wouldn't tell it under oath ?" Warren persisted.

"I wouldn't think he would tell it under oath, no .....
he ought not to tell it under oath...," said Dulles.

In my Whitewash IV: Top Secret JFK Assassination Transcript,"

I reproduce In facsimile 90 formerly top-secret pages of this transcript.
This same material was denled me: for eight years after the government
swore 1t was classified properly as top-secret, which means it could
have caused a Lar. Actually the classification was unjustified, and
for ordinary citizens the false wwearing involved would have been
felony or perjury.

The mystery of "Project Jennifer" is not in the alleged
secrets recovered from the outdated Russian submarine's conning
tower £ull of outdated warheads. The mystery 1s that sophisticated

editors, to a man, were comed. And that they could be.
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