u w,p university of wisconsin /stevens point « stevenspoint, wlsconsin saaa
-

Dapartment of Nistory

(715} 346-4496

David R, Wnone
Professon of History




ADEN, M.D.

R 11 OF NEW YORK

" Hennessee

SE



ware of the capriciousness of life and the
explosion, and someone is in the wrong place
sh, and a few seconds earlier or later would
iage on the retina, but we can see what was
he way people die is a reflection of the way
ind acts of God, most people who are killed—
rictims of domestic violence— unintentionaily
selves in dangerous situations. Those of our
t wounds frequently have old hullets inside
ures. Many of our suicides have old scars on
es.”

N

345698220020612

[ -

==
= &3
—1=
— - — |
——
—
——
=S
—
b— i
e/ -
2 5
g —

H1ya0 TyunLYN




cou-
-and
from
nce,
leory

gree
lasa
enty-
from
if the
e Po-
d law
sively
ought
minal
1 with

ire ar-
lished
ir and

Front
or her
nNew

From Unnatural Death

“At autopsy | am always aware of the capricious
random nature of death—an explosion, and someone
at the wrong time, a car crash, and a few seconds
have made all the difference.

“We can’t see the last image on the retina, but |
eaten, hreathed, injected. The way people die is a
they live. Barring accidents and acts of God, most pt
thieves, drug addicts, adult victims of domestic viol:
court death hy putting themselves in dangerous sit
clientele who die of gunshot wounds frequently h:
them, from previous adventures. Many of our suici
their wrists from past failures.”



AES

AME

zd the comfort of resting in
s role in a conspiracy theory.
f barbiturates, a small indus-
d. The brevity of Pope Johin
thirty-three days in ofhice—
ced him before he could put

edy is said by some to have

ar him and not by the wild
wover's death, presumably of
i Crawford’s death (she was
of suicide. The famous and
't bleed and dic the way the
cly plotted dramas. Buried
- guises, and ncws of their
disbelief. In 1979 Dr. Joscf
z, drowned in Brazil, where

vas identified uncquivocally



aTH

¢ he is alive. There are reports
“rcal” Dr. Mengele.

scrutinized with a view to the
he shadow. The hero cannot
:d life demands a memorable
¢ must be 4 plot to bring him
ight around the world, disap-
ween New Guineca and How-
and dark tales of espionage
ssance mission and the Japan-
me people think she is still a
. She got lost and ran out of
om her plane. Without this

1t would have directed her to

uvlation doesn’t stop. On the
s were used as evidence that
| highly suspicious that there
s where they are usually found
only in her bloodstream. This
wallowed the pills; therefore,
sresupposed a second person.
cess of absorbing liquids into
ple than in others. Alcohol,

absorbed after Monroe lost
ible that the toxicologists did
lly as they might. They were
1it’s difhicult to say what they

e properly, that only the ones
distinction is really between

deaths are autopsied compe-



ACIES 5

watural deaths that are per-

thosc of public figures are

ang, Jr., the question arose
murder all by himself. Ray
finally caught, and he was
1a complex.iob and escaped
1essec medical examiner in
opsy), waited to get permis-
\. When there is a murder, ,

o

rests of society demand an

isco appeared overwhelmed

. Thc bullet went through
ico didn’t trace the gunshot
ttempt to identify the black .
source of much speculation. ;
d have meant that King was -
: than a foot away. Ray was
run of the John F. Kennedy
as a second shooter and Ray "
ieone standing next to King
otel shot him at close range, »
g's death, as part of my work
\ssassinations (I headed the
it a slide with the black stuff
go that specializes in identi-
e, with the light coming up
ook alike. They are just black
dentified the black stuff not
ly what it should have bgen
ng with a .30-06 soft-nosed



ATH

ot s lcad,‘and when it strikes
g power.

—the kidnapping and murder
Harry Qakes in 1943 in the
:nnedy—the autopsics, which
Is of the d.ayJ were forensic
ttributed to a fractured skull.
mposium, “Forensic Science,
rofession given by the Ameri-
fractured-skull diagnosis was
just separation of the unfused
d there was no brain damage.
would cause death. The baby
kidnapping to keep him from

nurse who were all in nearby

in the world and a confidant
discovered lying in a burning
ie body had been moved after
‘rom his ears toward his nose,
in his capacity of governor of
es's killer was never identified.
sund not guilty.

have solved these murders.
yrts, and anyway, there seems
and deaths of famous people.

ns surrounding the death. We ‘

i part of the process of finding

[, President Kennedy's is the
hat conspiracy theories would

1ave been so many errors and



IRACIES 7

cen done properly. From the
and scerecy and papered over
Suspicion was created simply
the door to grassy knolls and
ae wanted to present. It fed a
» FBI, the CIA, the Mafia, the
Jt that was the culmination of
] accept the myth of the Lone
assin, - KRNI
« medicine, more cynical and
we, were skeptical of the clumsy
iey thought it was sinister, that
ioncd. At the very least, such
d the truth. Taking it onc step

of the conspiracy—it was delib- ’

4 elaborate theories but were
ennedy family controlled access
National Archives, and rarely .

solicy that generated even more |

r flm of the assassination (the '

nalyzed, sequence by sequence.

» up each frame; a shadow of a'

tk figures lurked on the fringcs.;

sckward instead of forward after; ' ? “
\d, they reasoned, from the Texas, '

. the killer, Lee Harvey Oswald,
1d have forced the head forward.
iid, JFK was shot from the front,
one from the grassy knoll. This
1g. They left out of their calcula-
ly was riding in. Beyond that, the

i

¥



EATH

: foree of the bullet would just

forward as backward. It's not

ommittee on Assassinations to
was asked to take charge of the
sembled a pancl of cight other
ould have more credibility than
00,000 medical-legal autopsics.
as—the Cubans, the Mafa, the

rere were rumblings within the
autopsy was a disaster, and that
e it, was not trained for it. In
a gunshot wound. The leading
who later served on my conunit-
acht was forthright, outspoken,
is matter. [t was a sceret autopsy
ir the job, he said, but he didn’t
his peers knew. His complaint
> pathologists, even though they
le and sclf-serving for making it.
sspected chief medical examiner
nacy, suggested in an interview
1 in competent MEs to assist
he country were in Baltimore,
il Rose, the Dallas coroner, was
sult of the interview, Helpern:
list of lecturers to the Armed
iining program for pathologists).
brought to Parkland Hospital
xe television clips of Earl Rose, | ;¢
Joratius at the bridge, saying no’ =

1
Idn’t remove the body, and the '\



‘PIRACIES 9

of the way or he would be run

r the body, Murder was a state
xen moved, but in this situation
cs. At that carly stage, no one
lon Johnson was also in danger.
las and back in Washington.
1d refused to leave without it.
lly pushed Rose out of the way
d that the Dallas police might
the body illegally. -+ i
=d the body of the President.
medical and autopsy reports,
It had not occurred to the
rtly after the assassination to
ild contribute anything to the
—Chief Justice Earl Warren,
sentative Gerald R. Ford, and
eciation of forensic medicine
unaware that there were two
d the forensic one, or that it
ow the difference between an
didn’t know the difference,
1ologist, and one could do as
v of the questions that the
cred in 1964 were still un-
1I€m: to pinpoint where the
their trajectories. Did they
m the grassy knoll in front?
gle bullet have gone through
1d emerged “pristine”? How
v shooter?

to begin at the beginning.

-



ATH

ed into question cvery bit of
1g to one scenario, during the
:nirance wounds were altcr.c_d
everyone about the direction
iginal autopsy report, photo-
n the National Archives and
qumbers of people that would
tasks and the extraordinary
ligence, so lacking in all other
eded to pull off these delicate
ave them remain secret.
anc whether the photographs
‘ennedy. A number of doctors
h his old skull X rays. They
e, our forensic dentist, identi-
1 at having X rays of the head
¢ Kennedy jaw was the source
him, they said. We compro-
part of the jaw, showing the
: was the only thing the family
s written.
alized that everything wasn’t
noved during the autopsy a-r)d
vere the microscopic slides of
issue is hardened. They had
e had made a deliberate effort
ost important things, all the

thought perhaps the missing’

-at Arlington, but an exhuma- '

d not been enthusiastic about

minder. The location of the

sappearance is not particularly

.
P T Th L T . LIRS

o



IRACIES 11

7ay of vanishing into doctors’
to Einstein's brain. In the
Harlem Hospital for a stab
o get his medical records and
.. The administrator had put
peared.
Naval Hospital at about 7:35
he chief pathologist, was not
he had never done one like
kim. He explained that he
and he had to follow orders;
irals that you are unqualified
slonel Pierre Finck, the head
Institute of Pathology, was
>d, knew about bullet holes.
lone an autopsy involving a
¢ he had been in charge of
1el who had died of gunshot
lly trained in what they were
't offer guidance because it
. When Finck didn't speak,

inderstood, he told us, that ,
e was just supposed to find
1ad hit the President in the
red so obliquely that Humes I
»w, he absorbed it from the
:n him any orders. Talking .
he Vietnam body counts—
It wasn't necessary to spell
the body had been brought

0 accommodate the wishes

.
o

p



. DEATH

old us, that the Kennedys were not
Je also knew that religious Catholics
se was not in a position to press the

mirals, and cabinet members mitled

a1

ymander, seemingly had no control o Lt

re to please his superiors. He felt it
he wounds and decided to rely on
se fractures and the fragments thus
port, “‘tax satisfactory verbal descrip-
tographs and roentgenograms which
s there, the corpsman who usually
srrhotic livers and other discases. He
the attention of an Bl agent, who e
arance. “Clearance?” said the corps-, . .
yok away his camera, exposed all the - ’

.d film is in the archive.) “We've got |

31 agent said. The FBI photographer,
+ quandary as Humes. He had never | STA
s untrained in photographing gunshot

roper photograph would have shown ,

Elegned off, next to a ruler to give . 7!
the l;;)dy;‘Nonc of his pictures clearly -7 ‘ ‘
«ds. The photographs of the body's ' e T
e to know at what level you want to » .;y«'i':. . ’ ) o ‘j
- take pictures of any internal organs. o /'v" o

posed to rely on, his own descriptive R ) RS

sonflicting purposes, the autopsy itsclf A ‘ Yo b
e President was buried, no one, cither  # ! L g R

1 at both sides of the body, front and RS : o
entered the back and exited the throat. .
Kennedy over and never saw the back



'ACIES 13
fter the President was lying

wssive head wound, a back
stymied, did not call Dallas
s had been performed that
ed at Bethesda. Therefore,
performed through the exit
ident had been shot in the
1cs saw the entrance wound
= throat wound, where the
2 so-called “pristine” bullet

one knew that until later.)

¢

W inside the body. Nothing =~

the bullet had entered the ,
of the same hole it entered:
wough the body, the track
ck out. He couldn’t under-
ther.'(Thc Conna]ly bullet
Kehncdy head bullet was
had struck the windshield -
topsy. He spent the rest of
the mortician embalm thc_.;'
ould reasonably have taken '
1 take eight hours, and this
ted until you work out the
. Humes explained that he °
r the body.
wt he didn’t stay to write
the previous night (Friday,
ed. He also had to take his
‘ning.

. he noticed there was a



DEATH
¢
)

ined with blood. Humes was a
wes, and the blood disturbed him.
1 Lincoln’s birthplace in Hlinois
n taken from Ford's Theatre. It
ht how unscemly it was for Lin-
was deeply concerned about the
committee, “The original notes
our late President, [ felt, were
one in that condition. 1 felt that
ic vatue of that type of material,
was only onc thing to do, and he

notes added to the paranoia, the

d have been done when the body
spoke to Dr. Malcolm Perry, one
wedy in Parkland Hospital, and
the bullet hole in the throat. The
«as a bullet hole in the throat at
tomy. He now realized that the
ind, and he understood that he
»it had gone into Kennedy's back
00 late to trace the bullet track,
mory. The Warren Commission
k and moving downward and out
photographs show the wound to
tly upward. Fifteen years later at

saying he didn’t have any photo—

t from Saturday afternoon until
he could under difhicult circum-
:d from his original notes. Since

o Dallas, he incorporated some

o M
' w 3 ”

A

M

%ﬁ,
’ /‘ V,\\

\/Ljﬁ/)




IRACIES 15

5. The result was an autopsy
commussion. Bullets weren't
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