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The acoustical experts who con-
" clugled that two gunmen were firing at
 President Kesmedy when he was as-
 sagsinated in 1963 have issued a
* stinging rebuttal of FBI criticisms of
¢ their work.

:\ ,Bap. Louis Stokes (D Ohlan

4 }waded the now-defunct House Assas-
smaunns Committee that commis-

; ! sioned the acoustical work, put their

i replies into the Congressmnat Record

# recently with some crisp comment of

his-own about the FBI.

Stokes said it was now clear that
¢ “the FBI fundamentally misunder-
stood our scientific and evidential
analysis. There was, in short, no basis
for_the FBI conclusion that our work
was invalid.”

The House committee’s studies fo-
cused on a Dallas. police recording of
sounds apparently picked up on a
u motorcycle transmitter in Dallas’
Dealey Plaza when Kennedy was shot.
The scientists commissioned . by the
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what. it purported to be and said it

- showed a 95 percent ility that
a second gunman been ﬁrmg at
Kennedy from the “grassy
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lmoll” while three other shots were
coming toward him from another; di-
rection.

The findings led the committee in
lats 1978 to the conclusion that the
president “was probably assassinated
‘asﬂlerestdtufammmcy Last
falli however, in a special 22-page re-
* port submitted to the Justice Depart-
. ment, the FBI maintained that the
» acdustlm] findings on which the com-
" mittee relied were based on faulty
. premises and “must be considered in-
' valid”

The scientists for the House com-
. mittee, James E. Barger of the Mas-
J chusetls firm of Bolt, Beranek &
+ Newman, and Mark Weiss and Emest
v Aschkenasy of New York, all signed
" thejomt response.
- [Wle disagree completely with
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Acéushcs E.xperts Hit
FBI on JFK Shooi

committee found that the tape was’

ling

! the' conclusions of the FBL" they said
;mtreparthM)kesﬂusapnng.“Wa
i have studied the FBI's report and we
. find that the FBI failed to understand
! either the methods that we used or
fthenau:reofthepmbhmt}mtwas
i pﬂmd

i: “'Asareault,mthmneportﬂaeFBl
§ asserts premises that are irrelevant,
i makes deductions from our report
ﬂldtaremconect,mdpmentsﬁﬁd
,mgathataremmlpporwd

i The main points of the debate con-
2 cern the FBI's assertions that the
_~House experts “did not scientifically

that t was fired -by a,
a gunshot was Eﬁoﬁ

-mndgunmanfromthe
area of Dealey Plaza . . [and]d:dpot
scientifically prove that the Dictabelt

recording of Channel 1 of the Dallas*

Police Department (DPD)’ radio sys-
temcontmnst.haaolmdsofgumhots“

But the FBI, the experts, said, took
othasmmdaantherecordmg,whxch
did not originate in Dealey. Plaza, in
an effort to show that the noises the
experts identified as gunshots' might

not have come from D&ley Plam ei-1,

ther.

Barger, WemsandAschkmasyamd"

they were quite aware that the record-
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udedsotmdaﬂmthadbeen
Plcked up hy other police micro-

phones, in other locations, during the |

game time frame. But that in itself,
emphasized, proves nothing.
thi\yﬂtheFBI_dxdonthmpumt.Bafg
er and several, colleagues from his firm
.added in a separate memo, was to de- -
fine the.problem. -“Our method was
actually .to solve the pmhlem In
.sho
mm& where in Dealey
Plnmumtransnntterwouldhave
to be if it were.to have recorded the

assassination . gunfire sounds as they |

appeared on .the DPD recording. It
wmfovmd later by the HSCA [House
Seloct. Committee on Assassinations]

-.can. be offered on.
“mislindarstood the
alytic work of the select committee is,
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that there, was' a motorcycle with a
radio transmitter where we had found
rtmmtbe.Weareunawamofany
contrary. information. contained in our
results, ‘and we believe that the FBI
conclusion is ‘unsupported.” .

The FBI review, made pubhc last
Dec. 1, relied” heavily on” the bureau’s

investigation' of a November 1979

shootout between members of the Ku

Klux Klan, the Nezi: Party' and the-.

Commumst Workers Party in a res-
.idential area of Greenshoro, N.C, The

FBI said one of the shots in that con- '

“frontation; wfuchwaawdeotaped by
local “TV créws, *produced ' impulses

that' virtually matched those on the

Dallas pohce"tape atmbuued w a shot
from the grassy knolk

The ' House comnuttee scientists,
-howéver, said the FBI failed to supply
ﬁmd%t:ng,éedédatzybackupthmstate-
ment in cage, apparently
“misunderstood™  the - approach they

took. What they did, they said, was

“Tiot* to ‘éstablish certainty, but rather
S P . U el e

piripointed on police
D1chbelt weire prup by a ‘micro-
phone “that ' was ‘moving through

DealeyPlnmnttheunwofthaas-

dassination “and that the
contamsthemmdaofgunﬁ;e
Beyond that, the House experts

‘gdid, ‘their” work also showed, “with

hlgh probablhty that ohe group of |

impulses on “corre-
spondsmagmmhotsound fired on
‘the ‘grassy 'knoll” of Dealey Plaza.”

In another memo that Stokes also
had printed in’ the Record, the com-

mittee’s former chief counsel, G. Rob- |

ert Blakey, said the FBI report also
ignored a wide range of circumstantial

mdmce,suchasthemshmonyofm'

witnesses who said in 1963 that they
heardashot&om the grassy knoll

"T‘he most charitable reason that
why the FBI report

scientific and an-

i A ;?;t'gnductdan adequate
. investigation president’s murder
iti'the first place, ;
An FBI apokaman said the hureau
would have no comment.




