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Conspiracy view
on JI'K and King

Uniled Press

Washington—The House Assassinations Com-
mitter yesterduy formally asserted that both
Jolm F. Kennedy and Martin Luther King Jr.
were probably murdered “as a result of a con-
spiracy’ —possibly involving underworld figures
in Kennedy's case.

In a 28-volume final report on its two-year,
$5.4 million investigation, the defunct committee
challenged and criticized the Warren Comimission
and FBI findings that .Lee Harvey Oswald and
James Eafl Ray acted alone.

Its central conclusions were these, endorsed
by scven of 10 panel members with three dissen-
ters:

» Kennedy: The pancl majority reaffirmed
its preliininary finding that a second gunman
fired one shot at the president in Dallas™ Dealey
Plaza al the same lime Lee Harvey Oswald
loosed his fatal three-shot fusillade.

“The committee believes that President John
. Kennedy was probably assassinated as a result
of a conspiraey,” it said. "The conmittee is una-
ble o identify the other gumman or the extent of
the consprracy.”

Although it ruled out possiblity that any or-
pganized criginal organization may have support-
ed Oswald “as a group,” it sawd there is a possibil-
ity individual mobsters may have been involved.

* King “Tha Committee believes. on the
basis of the circumstantial evidence available to
it, that there s a likelihood that James Eavl Ray
assassinated Dr. Martin Luther King as a result
of a conspiracy.”

It suggested Ray, King's convicted assassin,
miy have been aided by some of his brothers as
he “stalked™ the eivil rights leader through the
South and was motivated by greed rather than
racism.

It said the conspiracy appeared to have been
generated by Ray's desire to colleet a $50,000

bounty for King's death allegedly offered by two °

St. Louis, Mo,, businessmen. Both had died long
before the committee opened its investigation.
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Kennedy Flot Theory
Is Rejected by Counsel
To the Warren Panel

Special to The Nuw York Time?
WASHINGTON, July 17 — The former
counsel to the Warren Commission today
rejected the couclusion of the House As-
sassinations Committes that the murder
of President Kennuldy way part of a con:
spiracy.

David W. Belin, caunsel to the commis-
sion in 1964, said, “Tre conclusinr that
there was an unscen, hidden punman is
t{nsud on incomplewe and incorrect inves.
tigation,” .

Mr, Tielin, however, did not dismiss the
House committea's allegation that the
Yarren Contmission had failed to explore
all conspiracy possibilities. “The Warren
Cormmission did not have inforimation
about C.LA. essassination plots against
Castro that it should huve had,* Mr.
Relin s, ich probably would
have bro.derad the scope of the Cemmis- r

od Crirae Is Suspocicd
The House comruiztee released its re-
Pt ey The panel, which spent more !
than & nullion en s investigation into |
the gssassinations of President Kennedy
and the Rev. Dr, Muartin Luther King Jr.,
concluded that organized crime elem.onts
had “'probabiy™ conspired to kill Mr,
Kennoly tnd that two people had fired at
the President in Dallas oa Nov. 22, 1663,
The committee concluded thut Dr.
King's death in Meesphis on April §, 1053, |
“probably” evelved from a conspiracy of |
right-wing St. Louis busiressmen. Its re. |
port criticized the Justice Depnrlmem]
and the Federal Bureau of Investigation |
for [ailing to explore coitspiracy possibil-
ities adequately. '
The House committes recommended
that the Justice Departinent reopen the
Kennedy investigntion. Spokesmicn for |
the F.B.L. and the Justice Departnient
said that a decision would be mads aftor
areview of thecomnmittoe's report.
Sources on the coiiuittee said that its
published report 4id not include a lung
list of investigative leads the conumitiee
stalfl developed, These leads, the sources
said, would be made available to the Jus.
tice Department shoul! it reapen the in.
vestigation, .




