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M
o

tive B
affles O

sw
ald

's W
id

o
w

 
C

o
n

n
ally M

ay H
ave B

een
 T

arg
et, N

o
t K

en
n

ed
y, S

h
e T

estifies 
B

ulletin W
ire Services 

W
ash

in
g
to

n
 —

 T
h
e R

u
ssian

-b
o
rn

 
w

idow
 of L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald believes 

"h
e w

as cap
ab

le o
f k

illin
g
 so

m
eo

n
e,"  

but she still can ascribe no m
otive for 

h
is m

u
rd

er o
f Jo

h
n
 F

. K
en

n
ed

y
 1

5
 

years age, 

"H
e alw

ay
s sp

o
k

e co
m

p
lim

en
tary

 
O

f K
en

n
ed

y
 . h

o
w

 y
o
u
n
g
 an

d
 attrac-

tive the P
resident of the U

nited S
tates 

w
as," said

 M
arin

a O
sw

ald
 P

o
rter, 3

7
, 

now
 m

arried to a :T
exan and living in 

a sm
all tow

n near D
allas. 

S
h
e said

, in
 an

sw
er to

 q
u
estio

n
s, it 

w
as possible O

sw
ald could have been 

aim
in

g
.o

n
ly

 at th
en

-T
ex

as G
o

v
, Jo

h
n

 
C

onnally. 

C
onnally

-w
as N

av
y

 secretary
 at th

e 
tim

e th
e M

arin
e C

o
rp

s d
o

w
n

g
rad

ed
 

O
sw

ald's discharge because of his de- 

fectio
n
 to

 th
e S

o
v
iet U

n
io

n
. O

sw
ald

 
had w

ritten the N
avy for a review

, but 
w

as turned dow
n. 

"I th
o
u
g
h
t fo

r so
m

e reaso
n
 h

e w
as 

an
g
ry

 at C
o

n
n

ally
," M

rs. P
o

rter said
. 

"It w
as h

ard
 fo

r m
e to

 b
eliev

e h
e w

as 
an

g
ry

 at P
resid

en
t K

en
n
ed

y
." 

S
h
e testified

 b
efo

re th
e H

o
u
se A

s-
sassin

atio
n
s C

o
m

m
ittee y

esterd
ay

 fo
r 

O
n

e p
o

in
t In

v
o

lv
ed

 th
e ev

en
ts o

f 
S

eptem
ber 1963 w

hen O
sw

ald planned 
a trip to the C

uban em
bassy in M

exico 
C

ity seeking a visa to C
uba, 

"I w
a
s v

e
ry

 u
p
se

t a
b
o
u
t it," sh

e
 

recalled
. "I d

id
 n

o
t k

n
o
w

 if I w
o
u
ld

 
ev

er see h
im

 ag
ain

. I w
as resp

o
n

sib
le 

for one child, and another w
as on the_ 

w
ay. I w

as quite lost." 
P

rey
er n

o
ted

 th
at sh

e h
ad

 to
ld

 F
B

I 
ag

en
ts after th

e assassin
atio

n
 th

at 
O

sw
ald

 h
ad

 to
ld

 h
er n

o
th

in
g

 o
f h

is  

plans to go to M
exico C

ity. 
S

h
e said

 sh
e to

ld
 th

at sto
ry

 to
 th

e 
F

B
I because she w

as trying to protect 
herself and her husband. 

P
rey

er n
o

ted
 sh

e to
ld

 th
e S

ecret 
S

erv
ice a few

 d
ay

s after th
e assassi-

nation that O
sw

ald had never used the 
n
am

e o
f A

lek
 H

id
ell an

d
 n

o
w

 say
s h

e 
did use that nam

e in N
ew

 O
rleans. 

C
om

m
ittee m

em
bers said they plan 

to press other discrepancies on details 
she has given at different tim

es. 
P

ressed
 rep

eated
ly

 ab
o

u
t O

sw
ald

's 
m

o
tiv

e in
 sh

o
o
tin

g
 at th

e p
resid

en
t 

an
d
 C

o
n
n
ally

. an
d
 w

h
eth

er h
e acted

 
alo

n
e, sh

e said
: 

"I k
n

o
w

 o
n

e sid
e o

f L
ee. It w

o
u

ld
 

tak
e a ju

d
g

m
en

t o
f h

is w
h

o
le ch

arac-
ter to

 p
u
t all th

e p
ieces to

g
eth

er. I'm
 

n
o

t q
u

alified
 to

 g
iv

e an
 o

p
in

io
n

 lik
e 

th
at," 
A

n
d

, "I'm
 n

o
t a p

sy
ch

iatrist . . . b
u

t 
h
e w

asn
't a v

ery
 tru

stw
o
rth

y
 o

r o
p
en

 
person. S

o personally I seriously doubt 
he w

ould confide in som
eone." 

H
e n

ev
er talk

ed
 o

f assassin
atio

n
 as 

a p
o
litical act o

r o
th

erw
ise, sh

e said
, 

b
u
t o

n
 th

e n
ig

h
t o

f A
p
ril 1

0
, 1

9
6
3
, h

e 
retu

rn
ed

 to
 th

eir h
o
m

e "v
ery

 p
ale an

d
 

o
u
t o

f b
reath

." 
"I ask

ed
 h

im
 to

 ex
p

lain
," sh

e said
. 

"H
e said he had tried to shoot G

eneral 
th

e first tim
e in

 p
u
b
lic u

n
d
er o

ath
. In

 
so

m
etim

es falterin
g. 

E
n
g
lish

, sh
e 

field
ed

 m
o
re th

an
 5

1
/2

 h
o
u
rs o

f In
tri-

cate q
u
estio

n
s ab

o
u
t h

er b
rief y

ears 
w

ith
 th

e ex
-M

arin
e sh

e m
et after h

e 
defected to R

ussia in 1959. 
M

rs. P
o

rter w
as retu

rn
in

g
 fo

r m
o

re 
questioning today. 

A
s the questioning ended yesterday, 

so
m

e co
m

m
ittee m

em
b
ers w

ere d
is-

turbed by discrepancies betw
een som

e 
o

f th
e d

etails or her current testim
ony 

an
d

 w
h

at sh
e told F

B
I and S

ecret S
er-

vice investigators in the days after her 
h
u
sb

an
d
 w

as arrested
 for K

ennedy's 
assassin

atio
n
 an

d
 th

en
 w

as slain
 h

im
-

self by Jack R
uby. 

W
alk

er. I said
 'h

o
w

 d
are y

o
u

 claim
 

so
m

eo
n
e's life?' A

n
d
 h

e said
, 'W

h
at 

w
ould you say about getting rid of H

it-
ler at th

e rig
h
t tim

e?' 
"H

e called him
 (G

eneral W
alker) a 

fascist. I realized
 	

. h
e w

as cap
ab

le 
of killing som

eone." 
S

h
e
 a

u
th

e
n
tic

a
te

d
 c

o
p
ie

s o
f 

sn
ap

sh
o
ts sh

e to
o
k
 early

 in
 1

9
6
3
 in

 
th

e
ir b

a
c
k
y
a
rd

, sh
o
w

in
g
 O

sw
a
ld

 
standing jauntly w

ith a rifle in his left 
h

an
d

 an
d

 a p
isto

l h
o

lstered
 o

n
 h

is 
right hip. 

S
how

n one of the pictures shortly af-
te

r h
is a

rre
st in

 D
a
lla

s, O
sw

a
ld

 
claim

ed
 it w

as "fak
ed

," w
ith

 h
is h

ead
 

pasted on som
ebody else's body. 

M
rs. P

o
rter said

 sh
e w

as stay
in

g
 

w
ith

 a
 R

u
ssia

n
-sp

e
a
k

in
g

 w
o

m
a
n

 
frien

d
 in

 a D
allas su

b
u
rb

 w
h
en

 w
o
rd

 
o

f th
e K

en
n

ed
y

 assassin
atio

n
 flash

ed
 

o
n

 telev
isio

n
. S

h
e h

eard
 th

at th
e fatal 

sh
o
ts w

ere b
eliev

ed
 to

 h
av

e co
m

e 
from

 the T
exas S

chool B
ook D

eposito-
ry

 b
u

ild
in

g
 w

h
ere sh

e k
n

ew
 O

sw
ald

 
w

as then w
orking. 

"M
y

 h
eart k

in
d

 o
f sto

p
p

ed
," sh

e 
said

. "I felt v
ery

 u
n
co

m
fo

rtab
le. 

thought m
y face w

ould betray m
e. M

y 
fa

c
e
 w

e
n
t re

d
. I fle

d
 o

u
tsid

e
. It 

crossed m
y m

ind . . . I hoped it w
asn't 

h
im

." 


