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“Panel Points to Organized Crime Figures
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WASHINGTON—The House As-
sassinations Committee, fleshing-out
its conclusion that a conspiracy prob-
ably lay behind President John F.
Kennedy's assassination, Tuesday

pointed to organized crime figures
Ea left-wing associates of Lee Har-
vey Oswald as possible culprits.

But in issuing its final report, the
committee emphasized the tenuous
nature of its evidence and acknowl-
edged that it “falls considerably

;short” of the kind that would estab-

«lish criminal conspiracy.

.., #i-At the same time, the committee

szid-the weight of evidence in the
killing of Martin Luther King “estab-

" ilished the likelihood of a conspiracy”
* ‘nhisdeath. . -
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The committee termed “signifi-

cant" evidence bearing on the com- ©
mcn:w in- King's death of the two*

rothers of the convicted: assassin,

; James Earl Ray—John and Jerry
BT g

Its _.muon mmE the Bﬂﬂnmm um-.
lieved that werd of an ailéged $50,000

' standing- offer to kill King by two

since-deceased St. Louis area busi-

.- nessmen had reached Ray before the
1968 assassination.

The commiitee’s 626-pagze final re-
port,-to be followed by 25 additional

“ wolimes of hearing transcripts, staff

reports and evidence, did not alter the
conchimions ‘announced by the panel--

" last Dec. 30 when il officially went

out of business. ‘

‘Three congressmen on the 12-
member commiitee would not go
along with the conclusion that a sec-

ond gunman took part in Kennedy's
assassination, contending that the
evidence was insuificient.

The three—Reps. Samue| L. De-
vine (R-Ohio), Robert W. Edgar (I-
Pa.), and Harold S. Sawyer (R-Mich)
—also rejected the conclusion that
Houm died as the Eﬂ.:. of a conspira-

b fourth member, Rep. Christopher
J. Dodd (D- OEE;. contended that
the committee had not pursued the
Kennedy evidence far enough and
disassaciated himself from naming in-
dividuals as possible conspirators in
King's murder;

The committee called for the Jus-
tice Department to review its find-
ings, analyze some evidence and de-
cide whether further official investi-
mubous amﬂmu_.mn. b kL

» Justice u%EAEmE %awmmsg
w%mz. J. Havel, said a copy of the fi-
ort and the supporting vo-

EE& d not yet been received by

. --the department. “It will be reviewed

and we will decide what further ac-
‘tionis to be taken,” he said.

In concluding that Kennedy prob-
_ably was killed &s a result of a con-

. spiracy, the commiltee rested heavily

on disputed acoustical évidence that
two gunmen had fired at Kennedy in
Dallas on Nov. 22, 1963.

In listing possible culprits in the
Kennedy, assassination, the commit-
tee gave a clean bill of health to the
Soviet Union, the Cuban government
and former Teamsters Union Pres-
ident James R. Hoffa.

On the basis of available evidence,

the committee also said it believed
that anti-Castro Cuban groups, acting
as groups, and organized crime as a
group, were not involved in the Ken-
nedy assassination.

But it added that “available
evidence does not preclude the possi-
bility that S&Sn_ﬂw_ members” of
either group “may have been in-
volved.'

The committee concluded that two
organized crime leaders, Carlos Mar-
cello of New Orleans and Santos
Trafficante, 2 Mafia chieftain in Flor-
ida, had the motive, means and op-
portunity to assassinate Kennedy.

Oswald, identified by both the
Warren Commission and the commit-
tee as the man who fired the fatal
shots at Kennedy, had ties to orga-
nized erime, according to the commit-
tee. So, too, did Jack mcuw. who mur-
dered Oswald.

Nevertheless, the report mﬁ. “the
committee. felt compelled to stress
that knowledge (of organized crime)
or availability through association
fails considerably short of the sort of
evidence that would be necessary to
establish criminal responsibility for a
conspiracy in the assassination.

In analyzing evidence in King's
death, the report disputed the com-!
monly held belief that James Earl .
Ray was a virulent racist and con-’
cluded instead that he “was a finan-
cially motivated criminal.”

The report said that' John, __E.Q
and James Ray ‘“consistently at-
tempted to conceal the true scope of
their pre-assassination contact with
each other . . . this conduct could be !

explained by a sense of family loyalty. .

Nevertheless, it also raised the possi-
bility that pre-assassination contact,
if revealed, ssmE lead 1o implication
in a conspiracy.”

The committee also noted that
James Earl Ray had refused to pro-
vide credible evidence on the subject

-of conspiracy, despite an offer of

assistance from the Justice Depari-
ment. “His self-sacrifical posture was
possibly explained as an effert to
protect his brother,” the repaort said.

Despite what the committee de-
seribed as an “exhaustive and far-
reaching field investigation,” investi-
gators were unable to identify signifi-
cant associates of James Earl Ray
other than his two brothers.
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Comments by Fenneth Bode 4 June 1979

[Typed by PLE from an almost illesible transcrint. In particular, thers are
sone aquite 11leeihle handwritten emendations which I haven't nicked un.

This was provided by Sylvia Meapher, through the AIN. Bode 1s sone sort of
editor of the New Republic. ]

Thae report on the assassination of Pres, Xennsdy that the House nf Zen.
gspent 53 milillion and took ?1/2 years to produce will be released in a few dawrs,
"hat's in the renort [illegible change] 18 leakine all over Washington.

Mat the renort save, in assance, is that another offielal nyth perpetrated

b7 onr poveranent is not true. The Warren Commission was wrong. Pres. Kennadr
uas nrohahly nat killed by Lee farvey Oswald acting alona., Fhere was more

than ona gunman. The assasaination was a conspiracy, and orpanized crime prohably
had a hand iw it. Tn other wordsz, thosa crackpot assassination buffs were
right all along and investirationg —-= ———eir %kiBBry and ---b or purpesely
wmialaadine, foth ¥BC and the M.Y¥. Times have sources on the Committee and each
has issued a praview of the rerort. Tt will say there is still ne smoking gun,
llo final evidenca whera the assassinatinn was actually plmned. But there is

a substantial webh of eireumstantial evidence to link the deach of the Presidsnt
to pduments of organized crime. Organized erime fiyures had vowed revengoe on both
John and Robert KZnnedy. Botl Oawald and Jack Ruby had syndicate comnectilous.
Thone racords confirm Ruhy's comneetions at the time of the shooting. Ruby had
help from [line mlssingl when he appeared out of the crowd and ghot Oswald on
national television. And Liis entire alibd waz a eoncoetion by his lawver.

A1 Ehds is in the renort. The chief counsel for the Committes told the rAv¥s
times Agsoc. Prass, "I thihhd the mob did 1t" unquore. Cut and dried.  Angbher
staffl marber told MEC that there are still eaough people alive that it would

e noasille to establish conclusively who hilled Pres. Keonedy. Hut the lounse
Comnlttae has pone out of hHfisinass.. recommending thar the Justice Tepk. take
ovar, hat would be 200d enouch for me. But if the next gov't Ilaveatisation
dosan't turn over everv remain[ing] stone to get all the answers, then we
degeyve the judement of history that 15 vears later the Ameriean people weren't
sufficiently interested in leatninn who really killed thelr President.

I'm ¥en Bode,

ALL YATERIAL TAKEN TROM THIS TEANSCRIPT MUSE BE CREDITEEPTO SPROIAL TDITTON WYET/13

6/4/7% (Date unclear - Wnowa to be bafore June %.)
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