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PURPOSEy To advise of the inaccuracy of a statement made L
by FLichard Sprague, former Chief Counsel. Kouse Assassination
Comriittee, tuat the FBI hid or disgulsed embarrassing evidence
reparding Lee llarvey Oswald. g

RICOMITIIDATION: For information. g
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DETAILS: On L/11/77, Richard Sprapue, former Chief Counsel,
fouse Assassination Committee, held a vress conference, at
which time Sprague made known his observations regarding the
Committee as well as his personal opinion as to the directilon
that the assassination probe should take. !"ith reference to
the FBI, Sprapgue indicated that according to a J. Edgar Eoover
memorandum, FBI Agents who knew Lee Harvey Oswald listened to
a CIA tape recording of a conversation between Oswald and the
Soviet Embassy in lexlco City. Sprague advised that although
the CIA claimed the tapes had been erased after belng transcribed,
the F3I was able to review these tapes and conclude that the
volece was not that of Oswald. Yy .
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“he basls for Sprarue's statement is a2 J. Zdgar
ioover letter to the President dated 11/23/63, the day after
the assassinatlon, which enclosed a five page LF: setting
forth the backﬂround recarding the assassination and
Lee Iarvey Cs"ala (F2 10 bO [33). . The Ll specificall
set for )

s point
niformation was subsecuently determined to incorrect
urinc the Senstudy

(e
and the natter was researched end resorted &
"roject in 1976

bl

in fexlco City sub-

Irn conrelusion, Zichkard Sorapue's statement 1s Lased
uron information obtained by nils steff's review of exciszed
covies of tle Laz Tarvey Czwald file. Iowever, hls echelusion.
tazed upon fuesrrlets Inforzaticn is ineerrvect. Tnasmuch as
Llh gtaf? versennel co nob have clearznces fcr clacsified

averial, nis reople could not be permsitted access to the
claosifleu rmaterial whicli would have resolved the matter.
The Cornmittee staff has recently nade an effort to obtain
cecurity clearances whilch 1will enable them to have access to

such material. y

This communication is being classified Secret as
inforrmation contained herein hzs been so classifled by the
CIA. L



