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HOUSE UNIT BELIEVES 
KENNEDY AND KM 

WERE PLOT VICTIMS 
Assassinations Committee Report 

Says Earlier Inquiries Failed 

to Explore Cases Fully 

By WENDELL RAW LS Jr. 
The House assassinations committee 

has concluded that conspiracy was "like-
ly". in the murders of President John F. 
Kennedy and the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. and that neither the Warren 
Commission nor the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation adequately explored con-
spiracy possibilities in either death. 

The final report of the committee, 
which will be made public tomorrow at a 
news conference in Washington, main-
tains that elements of organized crime 
"probably" conspired to have President 
Kennedy shot to death and that two peo-
ple fired at his car in Dallas on Nov. 22, 
1961  

The committee concluded that Dr. 
King's death in Memphis on April 4, 1968, 
"probably" evolved from a conspiracy of 
right-wing St. Louis businessmen. 

Comments on F.B.I. 
The report clears both the F.B.I. and 

the Central Intelligence Agency of any in-
volvement in the conspiracies, although 
it says that the F.B.I. helped create a cli-
mate conducive to the murder of Dr. King 
by attacking his civil rights activities 
through its Counter Intelligence Pro-
gram, known as COINTELPRO. 

The panel also maintains that a con-
spiracy in the slaying of Dr. King could 
have been found within months had the 
F.B.I. gone beyond identifying the killer, 
pursuing him as a fugitive and preparing 
a murder case against him. 

The committee's findings differ consid-
erably from those of earlier investiga-
tions, and its report is likely to produce 
more controversy over conspiracy thee-
ries in both cases. 

Assassins' Identities Confirmed 
The committee found that Lee Harvey 

Oswald did kill President Kennedy and 
that James Earl Ray did kill Dr. King. 
While it praises the Warren Commission 
and law enforcement agencies for their 
rules in determining who pulled the trig-
gers and clears them of any allegation of 
cover-up, it is strongly critical of both the 
commission and the F.B.I. for seeming to  
concentrate their efforts on proving to the 
American public and the world that both 
assassins  acted alone. 	__._ 

"With an acute awareness of the sig-
nificance of its finding, the committee 
concluded that the F.B.I. investigation of 
whether there had been a conspiracy in 
President Kennedy's assassination was 
seriously flawed." the 688-page report 
contends in a complaint it also applies to 
the Warren Commission. "The conspir-
acy aspects of the investigation were 
characterized by a Limited approach and 
inadequate application and use of avail-
able resources." 

It had a similar criticism of the F.B.I. 
in the King case. 

The panel, officially known as the 
House Select Committee on Assassina-
tions, was dissolved last January. Its re-
port recommends that the Justice De- 
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partment reopen both assassination in-
vestigations. 

Final Product of Committee 
The report, largely the work of its chief 

counsel, G. Robert Blakey, a professor of 
law at Cornell University, is the final 
product of the committee, which began 
its often stormy life two and a half years 
and e5.4 million ago. Even in its final act, 
not all of its 12 members found agree-
ment. Three of them filed dissenting 
views as to a finding of conspiracy in the 
killings. 

A comfortable majority of the mem-
bers, however, were convinced that more 
than one gunman fired at President Ken-
nedy as his motorcade rolled through 
Dealey Plaza in Dallas on Nov. 22,1963. 

According to the committee. Oswald 
fired three shots from the sixth floor win-
dow of the Texas School Book Depository 
Building and an unidentified person fired 
one shot from the grassy knoll in front of 
the President's limousine. 

The committee bases its finding on 
elaborate acoustics tests of a Dallas po-
lice tape recording of sounds produced by 
the radio microphone of a motorcycle po-
liceman who was traveling with the 
mnotorcade when the President was shot. 
The microphone was stuck in the "on" 
positron and transmitted the sound of 
gunshots to the main radio control room 
where all incoming radio messages were 
recorded as a matter of policy. 

Until the committee investigators 
found it, the recording was in the home of 
a high ranking Dallas police official who 
received it more than 15 years ago and re-
moved it along with other materials re-
lating to the initial police investigation. 

The reel-to-reel tape recording was 
studied by the firm of Bolt, Beranek and 
Newman of Cambridge, Mass. The firm 
had examined the Watergate tapes and 
analyzed recordings of the shootings at 
Kent State University in 1970. 

Second Analysis of Tape 
The tests of the police tape disclosed 

what sounded like four gunshots. The 
committee then sent the tape recording to 
Prof. Mark Weiss of Queens College and 
his research associate, Ernest Aschkena-
sy. They agreed with the previous finding 
of four sounds that resembled gunfire, 
but they recommended that a reconstruc- 

tion he performed in Dealey Plaza. 
The committee reconstructed the 

shooting, and the scientists analyzed the 
sound waves and echoes to determine 
both the timing of the shots and the direc-
tion from they came. The scientists even-
tually were able to discern that the tape 
recording came from a motorcycle that 
had a windshield, that the microphone 
was on the left side of the motorcycle and 
that it faced downward. The analysis also 
showed where the motorcycle would have 
to be in the motorcade in order to have re-
corded the shots. 

The committee knew that the recording 
came from the motorcycle ridden that 
day by Officer H.B. McLain. It had a 
windshield and the microphone was on 
the left side. Officer McLain said the mi-
crophone faced downward and that it 
often got stuck in the "on" position. A 
film taken by Elsie Dorman, who had 
been watching from the School Book 
Depository, showed that officer McLain 
was in the place he had to be in order for 
the microphone on his motorcycle to 
record the gunshots. 

95 Percent Certainty 
The acoustics experts said their tests 

showed a 95 percent certainty that a 
fourth shot had been fired and that the 
additional shot came from the grassy 
knoll in front of the President. 

Then the tape recording was matched 
against such visual evidence as the film 
taken by Abraham Zapruder, a parade 
spectator, and the sound of the shots 
matched the actions of the President and 
the other wounded passenger, Gov. John 
B. Connally. 

In addition to the scientific evidence, 
the committee had the testimony of wit-
nesses who said that they had heard shots 
come from the direction of the knoll. One 
of those witnesses was a Korean War vet-
eran who immediately pulled his wife and 
daughter to the ground because he was 
sure they were in the line of fire between 
the knoll and the President. 

Another was a man who saw a puff of 
smoke in the vicinity of the knoll, and a 
third was a police officer who said he 
heard a shot from the knoll and ran int. 
mediately toward it. There he encoun-
tered a man who said he was with the Se-
ct-et Service and displayed a badge, 
which the policemen did not inspect very 
closely. 

A check of the placement of Secret 
Service agents, however, disclosed that 
none had been in the area of the knoll. 

I The Warren Commission, the F.B.I. 
and the C.I.A. maintained that they could 
find no connection between Mr. Oswald 
and elements of organized crime. The 
committee was more successful in that 
regard, finding the following circumstan-
tial links: 

90swald had numerous associations 
with Carlos Marcella, the reputed New 
Orleans crime boss. 

g Charles Murree Oswald's uncle and 
said to be like a father to him, was a 
minor gambling figure in New Orleans 
crime family. 

'I David Ferric, an operative for Mr. 
Marcella, was an instructor of Oswald in 
the Civil Air Patrol and he was known to 
frequent the small office building where 
the Cuban Revolutionary Council was lo-
c.ated and which the address stamped on 
Oswald's Fan-  Play for Cuba Committee 
pamphlets. 
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ed ha-
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resident and his brother 
R
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T
he com

m
ittee investigators w

ere also 
able to connect O

sw
ald's assassin, Jack 

` R
uby, to extensive organized crim

e as- 
sociates_ H

is telephone records disclosed 
, several calls to underw

orld figures, in- 
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id

in
g
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am
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can
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e C
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crim
e boss w

ho w
as subsequently m

ur-
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S
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s T
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te, th
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boss In T
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pa, F
la. M

r. R
uby had been 
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o hired killers in C
hi-

cago in the 1930's and 1940's as w
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w
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eyer L
ansky, the organized crim

e 
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B
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t b
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questioned about it, as far as is know
n. 

A
fter all the investigation and scien-

tific analysis, a source on the com
m

ittee 
p
resen

ted
 th

e fo
llo

w
in

g
 p

ro
b
ab

le sce-
nario for the sequence of events In D

ealey 
P

laza: 
T

he P
residential m

otorcade turned in 
front of the School B

ook D
eposi tory build-

ing and into O
sw

ald's view
. A

s he began 
to place his rifle into a position to fire at 
the P

resident. he pulled the trigger and 
fired

 a sh
o
t in

to
 th

e air. lie q
u
ick

ly
 re-

loaded and sighted dow
n the barrel —

not 
through the telescopic sight—

and fired a 
second shot, w

hich struck P
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en-
n

ed
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w
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A
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S
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k
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h
o
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as 
m
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field of vision. T

hat shot, w
hich did not hit 

any occupants of the K
ennedy car, and 

for w
hich there Is no physical evidence, 

su
ch
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u
llet, seem

ed
 alm

o
st sim

u
l-

taneous w
ith O

sw
ald's third shut. W

hile 
O

sw
ald's shot struck the P

resident in the 
top right portion of the head, the gunm

an 
on the grassy knoll saw

 the P
resident fall 

and thought his shot w
as the one that had 

felled M
r. K

ennedy. H
e did not fire a sec-

ond shot, and thus did not expel a spent 
shell. 
. T

he report concludes that "to be pre-
cise and loyal to the facts," the com

m
it- 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

tee "w
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n
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ira
c
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T
he report absolves the S

oviet G
overn-

m
ent and the C

uban G
overnm

ent of any 
involvem

ent In a conspiracy. It finds un-
likely, but does not com

pletely rule out, 
the possibility that a tiny group of pro-
C

astro C
ubans, such as those w

ho helped 
O

sw
ald distribute political pam

phlets in 
N

ew
 O

rleans, could have assisted in the 
assassination. O

ffer cf $50,000 
In the case of D

r. K
ing, the com

m
ittee 

fo
u
n
d
 th

at Jam
es E

arl R
ay

 slew
 th

e 
black leader in order to collect on a stand-
ing $50,000 offer from

 a S
t. L

ouis patent 
attorney and his associates. 

T
he panel said that M

r. R
ay received 

help before the assassination, probably 
fro

m
 o

n
e o

r b
o
th

 o
f h

is b
ro

th
ers, an

d
 

probably received som
e m

oney during a 
m

eeting in N
ew

 O
rleans a few

 m
onths be-

fore the m
urder. 

T
he patent attorney, John H

. S
uther-

lan
d
, w

as activ
e in

 th
e W

h
ite C

itizen
s 

C
ouncil and in the 1968 P

residential cam
-

paign of A
labam

a G
ov. G

eorge C
. W

al-
lace. 

A
ccording to the com

m
ittee, M

r. S
uth-

erland conveyed the offer through John 
R

. K
auffm

ann, a friend and politically 
conservative associate w

ft'15 also w
as a 

m
em

ber of M
r. W

allace's A
m

erican In-
d
ep

en
d
en

t P
arty

 an
d
 freq

u
en

ted
 a b

ar 
acroas the street from

 the W
allace head-

quarters. T
he bar w

as ow
ned and oper-

ated
 b

y
 Jo

h
n

 R
ay

, Jam
es E

arl R
ay

's 
brother. 

B
oth M

r. S
utherland and M

r. K
auff-

m
ann died before the com

m
ittee learned 

of their possible involvem
ent, M

r. S
uther-

land in 1970 and M
r. K

auffm
ann in 1974. 

S
um

m
oned F

rom
 L

as A
ngeles 

T
he com

m
ittee m

aintains that Jam
es 

E
arl R

ay-w
as m

otivated by m
oney, not 

by rate, and that he w
as virtually apoliti-

cal. T
he com

m
ittee believes that he w

as 
sum

m
oned from

 L
os A

ngeles by som
eone 

clo
se to

 h
im

 an
d
 th

at h
e th

u
s b

eg
an

 a 
cro

ss-co
u

n
try

 o
d

y
ssey

 In
 w

h
ich

 h
e 

stalked his target through the S
outh. 

It w
as fin

ally
 in

 M
em

p
h
is th

at h
e 

pointed a rifle through the bathroom
 w

in-
dow

 in a flophouse and tw
o lives collided 

in the crosshairs of political assassina-
tion. 

T
he presence of the standing $50,000 

offer for the m
urder of D

r. K
ing w

as w
ell 

know
n in the S

t. L
ouis-  area in 19G

7 and 
1963. A

 S
t. L

ouis auto parts dealer nam
ed 

R
ussell G

. B
yers said he w

as approached 
by M

r. K
auffm

ann and M
r. S

utherland 
w

ith the offer in late 1966 or early 1967. H
e 

said he declined. O
ther sources testified 

to the com
m

ittee that the offer w
as-fre-

quently m
entioned at M

r. K
auffm

anres 
B

uff A
cres M

otel outside St. L
ouis, w

hich 
w

as frequently used by paroled convicts 
fro

m
 th

e M
isso

u
ri S

tate P
en

iten
tiary

, 
from

 w
hich M

r. R
ay escaped in 1967. 

T
herefore, sources on the com

m
ittee 

m
aintain, it w

ould seem
 "unlikely" that 

the F
.B

.I. had not heard som
ething about 

it before the com
m

ittee uncovered the in-
form

ation last year. 
Form

ed in 1977 
T

h
e assassin

atio
n
s co

m
m

ittee w
as 

form
ed in early 1977, after other com

m
it-

tees arid com
m

issions disclosed the in-
volvem

ent of the C
.I.A

. in attem
pts to as-

sassin
ate so

m
e fo

reig
n
 lead

ers an
d
 its 

use of organized crim
e operatives in as-

sassin
atio

n
 attem

p
ts o

f F
id

el C
astro

. 
F

u
rth

er, th
e d
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res o
f th

e F
.B

 
C

O
IN

T
E

L
P

R
O

 activ
ities ag

ain
st 

D
r. 

K
ing had cast suspicion on the bureau in 

the death of the civil rights leader. 
T

h
e C

o
n

g
ressio

n
al B

lack
 C

au
cu

s 
pressed, for investigation of the K

ing as-
sassination and added its support to those 
w

ho already w
ere calling for a reopening 

of the K
ennedy assassination. 

T
here w

as grow
ing belief in the nation 

that the assassins had not acted alone. In 
O

ctober, 1964, after the W
arren C

om
m

is-
sion findings, a G

allup show
ed that 31 

percent of the A
m

erican people believed 
that L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald w

as part of a 

conspiracy. T
oday, that figure is 80 per-

cent. A
nd 70 of the people believe that 

Jam
es E

arl R
ay did not act alone. 

A
 T

em
pestuous B

eginning 
T

h
e co

m
m

ittee, fo
rm

ed
 b

y
 a H

o
u
se 

vote of 280 to 65, had a tem
pestuous begin-

ning. T
he first chief counsel, R

ichard A
. 

S
prague of P

hiladelphia. w
as in the job 

less than six m
onths before he and the 

co
m

m
ittee ch

airm
an

, R
ep

resen
tativ

e 
H

en
ry

 G
o

n
zales, D

em
o

crat o
f T

ex
as, 

began feuding. W
hen a m

ajority of the 
other m

em
bers of the com

m
ittee backed 

M
r. S

p
rag

u
e, M

r. G
o
n
zales resig

n
ed

. 
S

hortly after that, M
r. S

prague w
as gone. 

W
hen the new

 chairm
an, L

ouis S
tokes 

of O
hio, appointed M

r. B
lakey as chief 

counsel In place of M
r. S

prague, there 
w

as som
e reason to believe that C

ongress 
w

o
u
ld

 d
eclin

e to
 g

iv
e th

e co
m

m
ittee 

funds to continue its w
ork. It had been in 

operation for six m
onths and had yet to 

review
 a piece of classified inform

ation. 
W

ith M
r. B

lakey, how
ever, the com

-
m

ittee began to w
ork quickly, holding 

public hearings into each m
urder, con-

ducting thousands of interview
s and ob-

taining testim
ony from

 m
ore than 300 

w
itnesses before its life ended 19 m

onths 
later. 

T
he final report is one of 27 volum

es of-
published m

aterial available to the pub-
lic. T

he public hearings take up 15 vol-
um

es. T
here are m

ore than 500 exhibits In 
the K

ing case and m
ore than 600 in the 

K
ennedy case. 

$5.4 M
illion Spent 

T
he com

m
ittee spent $5,412,156 in tw

o 
years investigating tw

o assassinations. 
B

y com
parison, the W

arren C
om

m
ission 

spent about $10 m
illion in about 10 m

onths 
investigating one assassination. E

ven so, 
this com

m
ittee had the biggest staff and 

w
as the m

ost expensive C
ongressional 

com
m

ittee in history. 
In its final report, it recom

m
ends that 

the Justice D
epartm

ent take up w
here 

the com
m

ittee had to stop w
hen it ran out 

of tim
e and m

oney. 
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Scenario according to the House panel: Lee Harvey Os- 	Gov. John B. Connally. An instant before Oswald's final 1 
wald fired three shots from the depository. His first (1) 	shot, a gunman on a grassy knoll fired (3) and missed. 

went wild. His second (2) struck President Kennedy and 	Oswald's last shot (4) also struck the President. 


