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News staff writer 

Birmingham's volumi-

nous file on James Earl 

Ray—probably the most 

complete file anywhere 

on Dr. Martin Luther 

King Jr.'s convicted 

assassin— was turned 

over to the U.S. House Se-

lect Committee on Assas-

sinations by the city's Po-

lice Department last 

week. 
The file was put togeth-

er over a period of about a 

year by then-Sgt. Jack 

LeGrand, now a captain 

with the Birmingham Po-

lice Department, sources 
said. 

LeGrand and Sgt. C.R. 

Jones traced Ray's move-

ments from a time well 

before he came to Bir-

mingham prior to the 

King shooting to a time 

after the civil right, lead-
er was slain. 

The Birmingham files 

include information on 

when Ray came to Bir-

mingham. where and how 

long he stayed, his ac-

quaintances, his move-

ments in and out of the 

city (including a trip to 

California I, and his possi-

ble connection with a 

right-wing group head-

quartered in West End. 
The files contain such 

detailed information as 

where and how much Ray 

paid for the gun bought in 

Birmingham and used to 

gun down Dr. King, 
where and how much he 

paidlor car thy wak‘  

fossaci-iurked in a iv.Attan-. s mingd e nee Ex_stsrs... 

la housing project park- gin in Birmingham as  

ing lot several days after late as two weeks prior to 

King'sdeath. 	 Dr. King's death. 
Dr. King flew into 13 ir-

minigham about that 

time, for one at a series of 

speeches be was making 

throughout the South to 

work up support for his 

planned 	Washington 

march. He made his talk 

at a Bessemer church. 

rand said Wednesday. 	"He was kept under 

Two of the people, he i close surveillance by the 

said, are Canadians and Birmingham Police De- 

sie-k.u.a-tived 	, pa-stroe,t trom the orno 

in-turm 	nth am. Hturbilitr m ---pty„ linden—at 

not release any of the 

names, but said they all Municipal Airport until. as- 

are connected with the , 
he left the next day to as- 

Ray investigation. 	
sure that nothing hap- 

Ray 
 " 
	pencd to him while here," 

This information was  said Maurice H. House, 

i provided and any other  

Information they request retired Birmingham po-
lice captain who headed 

at future dates will be  

provided by this depart- the detective 
division dur- 

merit," LeGrand said. 	
ing LeGrand and Jones' 

There 	
investigation of Ray's. 

here was some indica-  
. 

Birmingham movements. 

Lion that LeGrand may . 

later be summoned be- 	
And after Dr. King was 

killed, LeGrand did about 

fore the Select Committee  as complete an investiga-

te give personal testi- 

jltugh no  su et  clz... itiii 
tion as possible on Ray. 

runny  in the files.--•_  

quitlasjyet baea-madz, 	. 

according to sources. 

I Ray lived In Birmimg- 

ham for some time prior 	 , 

othrailases, too. 
used a hail dozen or mere

e.  
During most of him stay 

I.. 

to King's assassination, 
uz.io 

Erie Staa vo Gait. Bit he 	

. 

using 	lly the ri3rl 

ri 	

ie 

here, be lived in a High-

land Avenue boarding 

house. 
Bay also took and pass-

ed a drivers license test 

while in Birmingham, the 

. Dlos--akaw, and thoso-lo . 	' 
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Two top agents of the 

Select Committee spent 

two days in Birmimgham 

(Thursday and Friday) 

last week acquiring the 

files, which contained 

information on eight dif-

ferent people, Capt. LeG- 

Dole, 3/17/77 
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