| A D -
the autopsy wounld have given additional information for questions
that might arise later.”(f)

The panel concluded. nevertheless, that the autopsy findings were
generally accurate. Dr. Baden testified that De=¥ing died-as n result

of a single guzthet wound enused by a buller that entered the right
side of the face approximately an inch to the right and a half inch
below the mouth.(7) The bullet fractured Dr. King’s jaw, exited the
Jower part of the face and reentered the body in the neck area.(8) It
then severed numerous vital arteries and fractured the spine in several
places, causing severe damage to the spinal column and coming to
rest on the _mmm side of the back. The bullet traveled in a downward.
and reavrward from a medial direction.(7)

The panel found that the wounds to Dr. King were cansed by the
bullet recovered from his body—a Remington-Peters. soft-point.
metal-jacketed bullet fired from a distance by a high-velocity
rifle.(70) Based on the examination of the evidence by the forensic
pathology panel, the committee concluded that Dr. King died as »
result of one shot fired from in front of him.

2. THE SHOT THAT KILLED DR. KING WAS FIRED FROX .M.:M DBATHROOM
WINDOW AT THE REAR OF A ROOMINGHOUSE AT 422% SOUTH MAIN
STREET. MEMPIIS, TENN.

An important issue has always been the location of the assassin at
the time the shot was fired. Unfortunately, precise directional and
trajectory data conld not be obtained in. this investigation through
forensic pathology for two reasons. Oune. a dissection of the bullet’s
path was not performed during the antopsy and could not be done at
the time of the committee investigation. Two. it was not possible to
determine Dr. King's exact position at the timeé of the shooting.(17)

From extrinsic evidence, the autopsy u:::._ accepted that at the
moment the bullet entered his body. Dr. King was at the balcony rail-
ing talking to someone on the pavement one story below.(72) Accord-
ingly. the panel found that the bullet pathway was consistent with the
shot coming from his 1%:» and above.(73) The autopsy panel con-
cluded that the single bullet that struck Dr. King must have come from
across Mulberry Street. because Dr. King’s body was facing in that
direction and because a bullet coming from that direction would have
traveled on a downward slope. The panel concluded. further. that the
bullet was probably fired from the area of the roominghouse nt 42214
South Main Street, but the panel conld not determine. from the
medical evidence alone. whether the shot was fired from the bathroom
window on the second floor or from the shrubbery below the
window. (14)° ) )

Because of the importance of determining as accurately as possible
the location of the assassin, the committee retained Koogle and Pouls
Engineering. Inc. of Albnquerque, N. Mex., to conduet engineering

4 ee MLE Exhibit F-10 (crime scene diagram), Hearings before the Select Committee
on Assassinations, U.S. Honse of Representatives, $5th Congress, 2d Session (Washington,
D.C.: L.8. Government Printing ce, 1978), vol. I, p. 77 (herelnafter HSCA-MLE

i i 3
Iﬂn‘_ﬂ.-ﬂ.nﬂ..:-.n_ was asked to concentrate on these two specific areax becanse the committee
received erewitness testimony supporting ench as the firing location of the assassin.
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surveys at the scene of the assassination. The engincering consultant
met the committee and committee medical panel members in Memphis
in June 1978, and the firm proceeded to concluet an engincering survey.
using sophisticated scientific equipment. (7.7)

Evewitness testimony indicated that at the woment of the Imllet’s
impact. Dr. King was standing on the motel balecony in front of room
306. conversing with associntes in the courtyard below.(76) The engi-
neering survey was based on scientific mea=nrements of the vear of the
roominghouse from that position and of the probable posture of Dr.
King's body at the instant of impact—thar is. with his head forward.
looking down into the parking arvea and with a slight forward bend
at the waist.(f7) While the consultant was unable to state with
certainty the vertical angle of the trajectory.(78) the geometric data
was consistent with both the bathroom window at the vear of the room-
inghouse (74) and shrubbery within the garden area at the rear of
+18—42215 South Main Street (20) as possible locations for the assassin.

Because the medical and engineering evidence was not conelusive
as to the precise origin of the shot,(27) the committee used the
testimony of witnesses at the scene to determine the most likely origin.
Charles Quitman Stephens, a roominghouse tenant who occupied room
6-B, maintained in a sworn affidavit given on June 13, 1968, that on
two or three oceasions during the afterncon of April L. 1965, he “heard
footsteps leaving room 5B and going past [his] reom and into the
counuon bathroom at the end of the hall.™ ¢ A second tenant, William
Charles Anschutz, told FBI interviewers that during the afternoon of
April 4, 1968, he made two attempts to nse the bathroom and found it
occupied on each occasion. He recalled that Stephens told him, through
the door of room 8-B, that the bathroom was being used by the new
tenant in 5-B.(22) This information became significant in light of
the uncontroverted evidence that Ray did. in fact. rent room 5-B on
the afternoon of April4.

Neither Anschutz nor Stephens could reeall for the connmittee details
of these bathrooms visits by the occupant of room 5-B. but Stephens
noted in a sworn statement that at ?m time of the assassination, he
was seate en table in room 6-B, when he heard a loud
explosion that he recognized as a shot. After looking out the window
toward the Lorraine Motel, he heard footsteps running in the hallway.
He went to the door, opened it. looked out and observed a man with
something under his arm turning the corner at the end of the hallway.
Stepliens was sure the individual had come from the bathroom ad-
joining his apartment because of the loudness of the shot,(2.3)

. Stephens’ sobriety on the afterncon of April 4 was ealled into ques-
tion by a number of sources, and the committee did not rely on his tes-
timony for an eyewitness identification of the assassin. It belicved that
he was sober enough, however, to determine that a loud explosion had
occurred nearby and that he saw a man fleeing down the hallway. (24)
Similarly. Anshutz heard a shot, opened his door and saw a man fleeing
down the hallway from the direction of the bathroom. (25)

*Grace Walden who ocennied room 6-B ag Stephens’ common:law wife, gave A variery
of confiicting statementx with respect to her observations immediately after the aesaxsina-
fon Rines Mx, Walden's teatimony Fecame the snhiect of disnrre and cansed controversy, it
iz discussed in a separate section of this report. See section II A b infra.
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Although the scientific evidence did not independently establish the
location of the assassin, when it was combined with witness testimony.
it pointed strongly to the rear of the roominghonse. In light of the mu:
tually_corroborative testimony of Stephens and Anschutz, and the
absence of signihcant evidence of an alternative firing Jocation. the
commiitter Tovnd that the shiotHiat killed D King was fired from
the bathroom window ut the rear of the roominghonse at 42215 South
Main Street.
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itnesses in the vicinity of the Lorraine. 5&..55%;3425_ officials
omau_‘”.wu.rﬂmﬁumﬂﬁﬁ—.: Churistian Leadership Conference (5( TE who a.m_.m..:
awaiting Dr. King for dinner. sointed in the direction ﬁwuw._q.u.mmmﬂ..%
the roominghouse when asked by a AMemphis pofiteafiicer-about the

ireeti ‘the shot.” . . i
m._u.mwn_mwﬁ__.._%u?ﬁ::o:n_.. an undercover Memphis police officer. was ane
the first people to reach Dr. King’s body. He testified in a n..w:Ew_:HEA
public hearing that. based on his police training and experience. he
determined from the position of ::..mw:qz Lody that the shot :wm. %Q.zm
from the area of the roominghouse. (26) Others in the ...o:i.qw_ .ﬂ_m
cluding Ben Branch and W me. .?nw.mosﬂ. also ww_.ﬁ:..@m that the shot ha
irection of the roominghouse. (=)

aoﬂm_wﬂ““”.»wmuﬂu“ M,.:c was serving ax Dr. King's driver and who was
in the courtvard of the Lorraine at the time of the shot. told the com-
mittee in a sworn statement that Tie zaw a movement of wo.u_:._d:am
white and “as tall as a himan being 1 the brush beneath the Hoo_:___ﬁw
house after Dr. King was shot.(25) There had been mwm_...;msg-. t um.m
Jones observed. in fact. the hasty retreat of an assassin. .w.o_.._m_. nw.u
the conmittee. however. that he saw the object for only a brie _”.::m. m
did not see a head or arms: he could not tell whether the ol umﬁnﬁ was
Black or white.male or female: anid he assnmed the object wasa :.w_zw:
being simply becanse he could think of no other emEE__sﬂ_.oﬂ.Tw.. ),

Tn addition. Jones stated that at the moment of the =,;u=.,£=.§o_w.
both Bernard Lee and Andrew Young .m.munrmm and *m..‘oﬁ me ow._ mpm \
shoulder and pulled me to the ground.” He m::..”,_ Eﬁm&..m.,m:# M
the time he got up off the ground. policemen had “almost™ arrived a
the Lorraine Motel from a nearby firehouse. (30) ] e

The committee believed that the movement uo_:..m.vm_.nm_qaz Eu,:» M
occurred severnl moments after the shot. If it was. in fact.a %2«6:. 1
may have been a law enforcement officer responding to the ¢ d.wﬂ

Other evidence. while not weighted heavily. was :a:v::.m.w». Rw:-
sistent with the bathroom of the roominghouse as the likely | _~ _.q.m:o-
eation of the assassin, A slight indentation in a A:‘_moﬁwz .Erm e
bathroom was originally thought by Memphis police to have been
caused by a rifle barrel. FBI analysis could not confirm that the mur-
der 13@0& was the-cause of the indentation. nor could the 3&5:»2&
The committee’s firearms panel 3.:&:2&. a microscopic review and
chemical analysis of the windowsill. but it too could not confirm m”:
eliminate the mmrder weapon or. in fact. any rifle or other object as the

indentation. (37 ..
nm—._m.u.m.“_m“hﬂ.. _...“M::. :::.F,,,A ?_vzi in the bathtub could indicate that the
assassin stood in the tub while taking aim through ¢he bathroomn
window. The conimittee deterniined, in fact. that a clear shot at w.oou.pm
306 of the Lorraine could only have been made from the bathroom 1
the assassin was standing in the bathtub. The committee, roﬂmqw_.
was unable to eliminate the alternative possibility that thece marks.

apparently made by someone wearing shoes, were left F,_vaznmoa@?

attempting to check possible shooting angles imnaediately after the
assassination.

3. JAMES EARL RAY PURCHASED TIHE RIFLE THAT WAS TSED TO SHDOT DR.
KING AND TRANSPORTED IT FROM BIRMINGHAM. ALA, TO MEMPHIS, TENN..
WHERE HE RENTED A ROUM AT 4224 SOUTH MAIN STREET. AND MOMENTS
AFTER THE ASSASRINATION. HE DROPPED IT NEAR 424 SOUTH MAIN STREET

Dr. King was killed by a Remington-Peters. soft-point. metal-
jacketed bullet fired from a high velocity 30-06 rifle. The committee
determined that a rifle purchased by JJames Earl Ray on March 30.
1968. in Birmingham. Ala.. and which was found in front of Canipe’s
Amusement Co., 424 South Main Street, moments after the assassina-
tion. was the type of rifle that could have fired the bullet that killed
Dr. King.

From a combination of field investigation. scientific data. and ad-
missions by Rax. the committec was convinced that Ray purchased
the rifle. transported it to the scene of the crime and abandoned it
near the scene immediately after the shooting. First. the evidence is
conclusive that Ray purchased a .30-06 caliber Remington Game-
master slide action rifle, serial No. 461476. model 760, with a Redfield
variable telescopic sight. serial No. A17350, and:- Weaver sight mount.
This rifle. sight, and mount were recovered by police officers immedi-
ately after the assassination and were later designated exhibit “Q2"
by the FBI. Ray repeatedly admitted. as he did under oath at a
committee public hearing. that on March 29, 1968. he purchased a 243
caliber rifle and a telescopic sight at the Aeromarine Supply Co. in
Birmingham. Further. Ray admitted that the next day he exchanged
the .243 caliber rifle for a more powerful .30-06 Remington Game-
master.(32) That rifle was identified as the rifle found in front of
C'anipe’s Amusement Clo. on April 4.1968.

Ray’s admission about the purchase and exchange was corroborated
by the statements of U. L. Baker and Donald Wood. the Aeromarine
emplovees who dealt with Ray on March 29 and 30. Wood, in fact.
identified Ray as the man known to him as Harvey Lowmeyer who.
on March 30, received the .30-06 rifle in exchange for the original
243 purchase. (.22) In addition, the Aeromarine sales receipt reflects
the initial pnrchase and subsequent exchange by Lowmeyer, the alias
Rav admitted nsing at the time of the rifle purchase. (34)

The committee found significant Ray's use of an alins other than
Eric S. Galt during a transaction that could be directly tied to the
assassination. Ray had established identification as Eric S. Galt and
used that name almost exclusively for 9 months preceding the assassi-
nation. When he 1ented an apartment or # room. bonght a car, secured
a driver’s license, took dance lessons, rented a safe deposit hox, visited
_ a doctor, attended bartending school. and subseribed to a locksmith

< o QCA-MLE Hearinme, 420 (a photograph of several RCLC
“ﬁ%—ﬂbﬂﬂﬂ.ﬂﬂﬂﬂu .m-.hu.m.c”_!_shwoewn from the baleony of the Lorraine immedintely
following Dr. King's assasdnation).
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»urse day activities, he did so as Eric Starvo Galt.(35) On
Mw@ on.rww MMM mawnnwumwnzmﬁ directly linked to the mmmwm...a:_&ow.
and therefore the most incriminating. Ray deviated from his estab-

lished identity. He used the name Harver Lescmeyer-only for the

thoorvific (36) similarly, he used thename . John Willard
wmw.mﬂﬂmw%.w the N,VoB mA» wvmmm.:u Brewer's roominghouse at 42215 South
1 ¥ e s iv i labama
h R imed to have taken a slow drive through A

nhw_wwpowmummu.vww mnnoE March 81 to April 4, authenticated documents
and sworn testimony convinced the committee that Ray, in fact. re-
turned to Atlanta and left there for Meriphis no earlier than April 1
ssibl i1 3 Regardless, Ray J&Eﬂ& ﬁp:w%oﬁ:um
Birmingham to Memphis.(37) claiming that he gave
mwmou.Wm.om_moﬂ the .AZW Rebel Motel on the evening of April 3, nevel
ished that Ray bought a .30-06 Remington
QM.HMMM“WMMU Birmingham and took it to AMemphis, This same rifle—

5 in Street moments after the assassination. .
CWW%:MWQE_”MWWH& renting room 5B at Bessie Brewer’s rooming-
i :n the original investigation, Mrs, Brewer recalled
Hﬂﬂmw»wo”_w:mmmwwbﬁo .Hmcv: ﬁm:»&. She also noted that the tenant
i cilities, saying he only wanted a sleeping room. Willard
Muomwuwpmnnmmﬂm&u wqu Afrs. Brewer recalled. which was in the rear of the
Lorraine Motel.(39) ® A man matching the general description of
»%Ma. 4“»%% seen !m wrvo time he rented the room by Charles Stephens
As noted previously. both Stephens and Anschutz saw a man carry-
I+ after the shooting. Bernell Finley, who was shopping in
mur%_“..»nwwum bbw.cmoamun Ceo. m: the time of the assassination, recalled
hy man walking by the front of the store, heard a noise and
mmlnaﬂﬂw Nﬂmhﬂmwmb the entranceway of the store. He then caught a glimpse
interview. Finley described the man as a white male of average Luild
ﬁmpnm:wa__.. m_ﬂw .Mnmr Shortly after he saw the man, Finley heard the

AMain Street. Memphis.®

and A

1o see it again.

with Ray’s fingerprints on it—was found on the sidewalk in front of
house, using the name John a.m:w.a.ﬁ_mv In interviews with the com-
rejected the first room shown to him. one equipped with light house-
building near the bathroom and which offered a view of the front of
and by Bertie Reeves. another resident of the roominghouse. (40

ing a bundle that could have contained a rifle, fleeing down the hallway
hearing a sound like the backfiring of an automobile. A short time
of the profile of a man walking away in haste.(47) During his FBI
screech of tires and saw a white Mustang pull away from the curb. (42)

¢ made thess name changes becaure he knew his involvement in fn-
.dE—- u_nuﬂn nﬂan_u__...u n».wuew he knew only as Raoul was fllegal. (A complete analrsis of x-w-
Raoul story appears at Section IT A 8 infrn.) This explanation is undermined. however, by
Ray's nse of the Galt alisg at the New Relpl Motel In Memnhiz on April 3, 10168, where he
planned to meet Raoul and exchange the rifie, as well as wm-w—u admitted Involvement in
past criminal endeavors, such as smuggling at the Canad border, without similarly

associate himself further from the activities he bad engaped in as Lowmeyer and Willard in
e n.uﬂm -lninan-p—nﬁ f the Lorraine Mntel. it did not provide n gteady,

“_Mmﬁ_-v.u_uomﬂnﬁpwohﬂ!_ -_.rnu ‘uﬂunaau:. wonld have to lean out the window to alm at
»nwm maotel. The window of ihe bathroom at the end of the hall, fronting on the rear of the
Lorraine, did not present problem, See MLE exhibits F-18 (crime reenel. T HRCA-
MLK hearings. 77: F-20 e Brewer's roominghouse; second foor), I HSCA-MLE
Bearings, 70.
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Guy Canipe, owner of the amusement company. told the committee
L+ = mo recallection of hearing the shot. He did remember hearing

_ a.zznd at the front door and catching a glimpse of a dark-skinned

wr ¢ man passing the store.(43) In an earlier FBI interview. Canipe
dex=ted the man as white, between 5 feet 10 inches and 6 feet tall,
wz= a 2hunky build. wearing a dark suit and generally clean and neat
ir azrearance. He also told the FBI that within moments of liearing
the sandie drop. he saw a small white car pull away from the curb on
Mi- Screet.(44) Canipe did not recall this car (45) when he was
imterviewed by the committee. Julius Graham. another customer in
Car:ipe’s store, could not provide the committes with a deseription
of tn: individual who dropped the bundle. bur e did recall that a

* e Mustang passed the store heading north shortly after the bundle
wis iropped. (46)

== vundle dropped in front of Canipe’s was rexvered immediately
afzrwand by Memphis police officers_It contained among other items
t¥: cans of Schlitz beer, the b?&@ﬂ:&oz of the Memphis Com-
mes 22l Appeal. a plastic bottle of aftershave lotion. a .30-06 rifle
wit a serial number matching that of the rifle purchased by Ray in
Birmingham, ammunition, and a pair of binoculars.(47) The bundle
als contained a portable radio with an identification number scratched
of i=. When the FBI was able to decipher the number. it was revealed
to ze Ray’s Mssouri State Penitentiary inmate number, (&)

Tae committee, in an effort to evaluate the available fingerprint
evidence in the case. retained a fingerprint expert. Vincent Scalice of
Forensic Control Systems. Scalice examined latent fingerprints lifted
from the rifle, the binoculars, a Schlitz beer can and the front page of
the Memphis Commercial Appeal. All were found to be the prints of
James Earl Ray. Because of other commitmenrs. Scalice could not
compiete the fingerprint identification. so the committee retained
Der==0! D. Linville and Ray Holbrook. fingerprint specialists for the
Wasington, D.C. Metropolitan Police Depariment. They subse-
queztly identified Ray's prints on the telescopic sight on the rifle and
or the bottle of aftershave lotion. No prints, either identifiable or un-
MM..&WEP other than those identified ns Ray's. were found on the

157)
Having determined that Ray purchased the rifle. that his prints
were on the rifle. that no other prints were on the rifle. and that a man
maiching Ray’s description dropped the rifle shortly after the shot,
the ~ommittee turned to the firenrms evidence in an effort ta establish.
if possible. that the Q2 rifle was the murder weapor.

Tte committee retained a panel of five of the foremost firearms
examiners in the United States to review the ballistics evidence.®
A total of 257 man-hours were consumed by the firearms examination.
wiach consisted of 81 comparisons of Q64, the bullet taken from
Dr. King's body. with test-fired bullets, as well a= exhaustive miero-
scopie. visual, and chemical analyses, Despite thi= effort. the panel was

= neide from the obvious importance of an securate analysis of the firearms evidence, the
commitrss wnted rhat the firearms examination in the origina! FBI investipation was In-
cou=mive The FBI found It was “® * * mot possible to determine whether or not Q64
[the ulier removed from Dr. King's bodr] was actually fired from the Q2 rifle.”

oo
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Hw to conclude that “the bullet, exhibit Q64, cannot be identified

_

— —irminated as having been fired from the rifle, Q2.7 (50)

o e b et s wﬁ@ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%
H.wmﬂﬂmﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂh.nwﬁw .wﬂmnwuoo& with Mﬁﬁ ﬂ%%mgw%% mwmmgmuoo...mm and
i %Wﬂ%%ﬂ@nﬁm@ﬂ%%ﬂmmﬁﬁyhggmﬂwﬁ of six lands and
W.“:NW.&%M. Hqﬁ.»wmnnﬂmw.n wmuwm“amognuﬂ the Q2 rifle had been fired
wv. the rifle. - : . :
S g ol Qo e S
#ﬁmﬁm&%ﬁ%ﬂmﬂﬂ%ﬂ#&%ﬂﬁﬂwﬁnu conclusively that the rifle

—pmmd in front of Canipe’s, one with Ray’s mummuvabﬁ on the stock

. scope, fired the fatal shot, it did conclude that it was possible for

—me= =not to have been fired from that rifle, When the panel’s conclusions

—wee combined with Ray’s admissions, fingerprint evidence, and the

—m==—m0 itnesses, there was ample evidence for the com-
e Nuu.nm.hnﬂ“w”ﬂrd%» Ray had purchased the .30-06 rifle, :.wb.mvomm»omhw
= UhmEm.Ew. shot Dr, King and dropped the murder weapon in fron

== Canipe’s Amusement Co. ‘while fleeing from the scene of the crime.

— 2T B HIGHLY PROBABLE THAT JAMES EARL RAY m-HbH.Hﬂw DR. HqH./-O FOR A
PERIOD IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING THE ABBASSIN ATION

The i :dered allegations that Ray stalked Dr. King
—=r ﬁﬁmﬂwﬂmmﬂﬂﬁﬁmg nrmm_. assassination, and it developed evi-
.Hdwmmnr&nnﬁbm a high probability that Ray did, in mnbw.rmﬁm:m Dr.
s from Los Angeles to Atlanta and unltimately to the Lorraine
“MRoz] in Memphis. .
¥u -uuw Wﬂnm:w.oo.ww the stalking began about E“E.nw 17, 1968, w.m mudw
sz Ray left Los Angeles and drove eastward. Ray’s decision to lea
—mFfornia was not impulsive. In discussions with his wB:p.EMM:Wm
Zvoem a bartending school earlier in March Hewmw%nuwﬁhé _._“.Mwﬁ%”d : :ﬁr
TS st on two separate occasions. oreover, Ray sub-
!u.wnninﬂﬁﬁnwm.».w_mwrnsnm of address card ** with a forwarding address of
“s—.anta. Ga., Dr. King's home city, before leaving Los Angeles.

Rav. however, never conceded his intent to travel to Atlanta wﬂ,wmu
T A um&ﬁ. In an interview with Dan Rather of CBS in M—m _u_ ]
Fav flatly stated that he never knew he was going to Atlanta .HM e
arsived in Birmingham, “* * * and there was no forwarding address
~=chen I left Los Angeles] and, of course, that would be very damaging

e ristics on SU ve rounds, See firearms
ampmmrently ensTAves _..:-o.u..-.-ong characte cs ceesal MLE
a— rerort X I P 0% (postal change of address card), TI HSCA-MLE hearlngs.
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against me.” (58)-Similarly, in his public hearing testimony, Ray
emphatically denied filing a change of address in Los Angeles, although

__ -he did-acknowledgethe possibility that he mentioned %zﬁ:n during

a telephone conversation with an associate of Raoul.(54) When the
committee confronted Ray with the change of address card that he had
filed in Los Angeles on Marech 17, indicating a temporary change of

___address to Genera] Delivery, Atlanta, until April 25, Ray admitted the
" eard was his and that he must have filed it before his departure from
Los Angeles.(55) Ray could not explain his statement to Rather that
an intent to go to Atlanta was damaging. (56) Since Atlanta was the
national headquarters of the SCLC, as well as Dr. King’s home. the
committee found Ray’s anticipated travel to that city as the first
mmwmmamnwsn indication of his interest in tracking the activities of Dr.

ng.
w.mu.;w robable stalking of Dr. King continued with his trip to

Selma, Ala., following his departure from Los Angeles, Dr. King was
in the Selma area on March 21. Ray admitted being in Selma on
March 22 (a motel —.nﬂmﬁpmo: card for his Galt alias confirms his stay
there), ** but his explanation for being there was not convincing. He
claimed that while driving from New Orleans to Birmingham. al-
legedly to meet Raoul, he got lost and had to spend the night 1a
Selma.(57) The committee noted, however. that in 1968 there were
two direct routes from New Orleans to Birmingham, and that Selma
was on neither of them. It was situated in between the two routes. about
45 miles out of the way. The committee further determined thar it
would have been difficult for Ray to have become lost between New
Orleans and Birmingham. ;

_The committee found Ray’s activities following the purchase of the
rifle relevant to the stalking theory. On March 928, the day after vio-
lence cut short a Memphis march led by Dr. King, Ray purchased a
243 caliber rifle in Birmingham.(58) On March 30, he exchanged it
for a .30-06 Remington,(59) the rifle the committee concluded he used
to assassinate Dr. King.

Ray testified that between March 30 and April 3, he took a slow

L drive through Alabama and Mississippi, stopping at different motels

each night, on his way to meet Raoul in Emﬂmm_.wr (60) The committee
could find no evidence, witness corroboration or documentation. to
support this account.”* On the other hand, there was substantial evi-
dence indicating that Ray returned to Atlanta following the rifle
W_wwngwm. Thus, Ray’s movements _.J_m%Eu. paralleled those of Dr.
g; who returned to Atlanta from Memphis on March 30. Except
for & trip to Washington, D.C., on March 31, Dr. King remained in
Atlanta until April 3, 1968, when he returned to Memphis. (61)
Ray adamantly denied that he returned to Atlanta before proceeding
- to Memphis. At a public hearing of the committee, he testified, “I know
g Be¢ MUK exhibit F-53 (Flamingo Motel registration card), Il HSCA-MLK bearings.

. % Duripg his publie hearing testimony, James Earl Ray's brother, Jerry, asser
- ¥ecords that would bave shown James' stay at the Sonthern Motel In _.-mﬂ%nu. 1 meﬂh&.ﬂ
1, 1968, had been aﬂnu.wl by the FBI. The committee explored Jerry Ray's rion—
.—nﬂ» ~eh-w nun_p-“uo_waquu nnu“E e .--hu-hn.wawn ﬂ.ma Be?——.n-u._ it reviewed tration cards from
propriate peri comm etermin Bay's allega-
Eﬂiﬁhﬂﬁounsﬁ . . gl el -
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I didn’t return to Atlanta. If I did. I will just take the responsibility
for the King case here on TV."(62) . e

The committee reviewed two incidents, however, that-compellingly
show that Ray did. in fact. return 10 Atlanta after purchasing the
murder weapon in Birmingham. First, the committee established that.
on March 31. Ray paid his Atlanta landlord. Jimmy Garner, for a
second week's rent; he wrote his name on an envelope and gave it to
Garner. (63) This payment was one of the 56 stipulations of material
fact that Ray agreed to in his guilty plea.(64) In addition. a commit-
tee interview with Garner confirmed the date of the payment. (65)
When Ray was confronted with Garner’s statement. he claimed Garner
was in error, He suggested that the issue of his presence in Atlanta
conld be cleared up by checking with the Piedmont Cleaners where he
left his laundry on March 25. 26 or 27 and picked it up on April 5,
1968. (66) . .

While Ray was correct about the date he retrieved the clothing. both
the laundry receipts(67) and the Piedmont Cleaners ledger, as well as
the public testimony of a retired Piedmont ‘employee, Annie Estelle
Peters. proved that Ray left his laundry at Piedmont on April 1, 1968.
(68) Ray's charge that the incriminating documents were somehow
falsified was refuted by both the sworn public testimony of Mrs. Peters

the Piedmont ledger book. . :

==.m.rm committee csmaquma that while Ray was in Atlanta on April 1.
both the Atlanta Constitution and the Atlanta Journal H__Eu._m#mm
stories about the volatile situation in Memphis and Dr. King’s inten-
tion to return to the troubled city.(69) The committee believed that
after learning from news accounts of Dr. King’s intention to return to
Memphis, Ray left Atlanta and headed for Memphis himself. After
arriving in Memphis on April 3, Ray checked into the New Rebel
Motel, on the outskirts of the city.(70) ‘The next day he moved to &
roominghouse adjacent to the Lotraine Motel. QC .

Rev. Samuel B. Kyles of Memphis, an associate of Dr. King. re-
called that on April 3 he heard a radio broadcast Evoﬂsmﬁ&wﬁ Dr.
King was staying at room 306 of the Lorraine.(72) Among Ray’s pos-
gessions left in front of Canipe’s, authorities recovered a copy of the
Memphis Commercial Appeal with a front page story about Dr. King,
one placed him at the Lorraine Motel for lunch on April u.GGW
Ray’s fingerprint was found on the front page of the newspaper. (74

With information that Dr. King was staying at the Lorraine avail-
able to Ray, the transfer from the New Rebel Motel to Bessie Brewer’s
roominghouse takes on special significance. The rear of the rooming-
house faces the Lorraine, offering an ideal vantage point for one who
was stalking Dr. King and waiting for an opportunity to assassinate
him. (76 :

uwnﬁw nwﬁﬁm& that he might have purchased the newspaper, but that
he did not read it on April 4 and that he was not aware Dr. King was

_in Memphis. “I really wasm't aware that he was existing,”(76) he

stated. In light of the high visibility of the sanitation worker’s strike,
Ray’s natural sensitivity to the increased police activity because of
his fugitive status, the radio and newspaper coverage of Dr. King's
activities, and Ray’s fingerprint on the April 4 edition of the Memphis
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Commercial Appeal, the committee concluded that Ray's denial was
not worthy of belief.

The manner in which Ray selected his room at Bessie Brewer's
roominghouse provided additional evidence of his intent to monitor
Dr. King's movements, Room 8, the first room Ray was shown, was
located toward the front (South Main Street) side of the building, Tt
was across the hall from the office where Ray had approached w-?m
Brewer. It offered neither privacy nor the possibility of a view of the
Lorraine Motel located to the rear of the building.'® Ray rejected the
room. telling Mrs. Brewer he wanted only a sleeping room and not an
apartment. (77)

The second room, 5-B, was located in another wing of the building.
away from the office and toward the rear of the building. Further. its
window offered the possibility of a direct view of the Lorraine, The
committee found no evidence that Ray entered the room and examined
the view from the window before accepting it. Nevertheless. the pri-
vacy and its location at the rear of the building apparently made the
room more acceptable to Ray.

Ray’s monitoring of Dr. King was also indicated by his purchase
of a pair of binoculars after renting the room. Ray admitted pur-
chasing binoculars on the afternoon of April 4. 1968.(78) This admis-
sion was corroborated by a sales receipt from the York Arms Co., 162
South Main Street, Memphis, dated April 4, 1968; the statement of
Ralph Carpenter, the sales clerk who sold the binoculars to Ray;(79)
and Ray’s fingerprint on the binoculars. The binoculars with the re-
ceipt were found in the bundle of evidence outside Canipe’s. Although
inexpensive, they would have enabled Ray to keep a close watch on -
movement at the Lorraine Motel from the rear of the roominghouse.
Ray could have observed the Lorraine either from room 5-B, by lean-
ing slightly out of the window, or from the bathroom at the end of the
hall. umuwamhwzoa of room 5-B immediately after the assassination
revealed that a dresser had been pushed from in front of the window
and that a chair had been moved up to the window,(80) indieating
that Ray had, in fact, used the window for surveillance of the Lorraine.

Thus, there is compelling circumstantial evidence that from
March 17, 1968, Ray tracked Dr. King’s movements from Los Angeles
eastward, and then followed him to Selma, Ala., Atlanta, Ga., and ulti-
mately Memphis, Tenn., where he rented a room from which he could
observe Dr. King and purchased a pair of binoculars to assist him in
his observations. The committee concluded that these were activities
performed by Ray in preparation for assassinating Dr. King.

5. JAMES EARL RAY FLED THE SCENE OF THE CRIME IMMEDIATELY AFTER
THE ASBABRINATION

.meoogamzmmno:&:mmnzyw.n.qnz_mmuwumwmu.mwgUH. £E
the bathroom window on the second floor of the north wing of ie
Brewer’s roominghouse, fled from the building carrying a bundle
containing the weapon and other items. and dropped the bundle in
the entranceway of Canipe’s Amusement Co. The evidence further

3% 8pe MLE Exhibit 720 (diagram, second floor, Bessle Brewer's roominghouse), X
HSCA-MLK hearings, T9.



