
S 
p 	

2
9
0
 

th
e au

to
p
sy

 w
o
u
ld

 h
av

e g
iv

en
 ad

d
itio

n
al in

fo
rm

atio
n
 fo

r q
u
estio

n
s 

th
at m

ig
h
t arise later.”(6

) 
T

h
e p

an
el co

n
clu

d
ed

. n
ev

erth
eless. th

at th
e au

to
p

sy
2

fin
d

in
g

s-w
ere 

g
en

erally
 accu

rate. D
r. B

ad
en

 testified
 th

at D
a

---- 1(ing-iiieel4as a result 
o

f a sin
g

le g
it:1

4
--u

 w
o

u
n

d
 cau

sed
 b

y
 a b

u
llet th

at en
tered

 th
e rig

h
t 

sid
e o

f th
e fare ap

p
ro

x
im

ately
 an

 in
ch

 to
 th

e rig
h

t an
d

 a h
alf in

ch
 

b
elo

w
 th

e m
o
u
th

.(7
) T

h
e b

u
llet fractu

red
 D

r. K
in

g
's jaw

, ex
ited

 th
e 

lo
w

er p
art o

f th
e fare an

d
 reen

tered
 th

e b
o
d
y
 in

 th
e n

eck
 area. (8

) It 
then severed num

erous vital arteries and fractured the spine in several 
p
laces, cau

sin
g
 sev

ere d
am

ag
e to

 th
e sp

in
al co

lu
m

n
 an

d
 co

m
in

g
 to

 
rest o

n
 th

e left sid
e o

f th
e b

ack
. T

h
e b

u
llet trav

eled
 in

 a d
o
w

n
w

ard
, 

an
d
 red

rw
ard

 fro
m

 a m
ed

ial d
irectio

n
. (9

) 
T

h
e p

an
el fo

u
n

d
 th

at th
e w

o
u

n
d

s to
 D

r. K
in

g
 w

ere cau
sed

 b
y

 th
e 

b
u

llet reco
v

ered
 fro

m
 h

is b
o

d
y

—
n

 R
em

in
g

to
n

-P
eters. so

ft-p
o

in
t. 

m
e
ta

l-ja
c
k

e
te

d
 b

u
lle

t fire
d

 fro
m

 a
 d

ista
n

c
e
 b

y
 a

 h
ig

h
-v

e
lo

c
ity

 
rifle.(1

0
) B

ased
 o

n
 th

e ex
am

in
atio

n
 o

f th
e ev

id
en

ce b
y

 th
e fo

ren
sic 

p
ath

o
lo

g
y

 p
an

el, th
e co

m
m

ittee co
n

clu
d

ed
 th

at D
r. K

in
g

 d
ied

 as A
 

resu
lt o

f o
n
e sh

o
t fired

 fro
m

 in
 fro

n
t o

f h
im

. 

2
. T

H
E

 S
H

O
T

 T
H

A
T

 sitt,E
n

 
D

R
. K

IN
G

 W
A

S
 F

IR
E

D
 FROM

 
T

H
E

 B
A

T
H

R
O

O
M

 

W
IN

D
O

W
 A

T
 T

H
E

 R
E

A
R

 O
F

 A
 R

O
O

M
IN

G
H

O
U

S
E

 A
T

 4
2

2
%

 sot-T
H

 M
A

D
 

S
T

R
E

X
T

., M
E

M
P

H
IS

. T
E

N
N

. 

A
n
 im

p
o
rtan

t issu
e h

as alw
ay

s b
een

 th
e lo

catio
n
 o

f th
e assassin

 at 
th

e tim
e th

e sh
o
t w

as fired
. U

n
fo

rtu
n
ately

. p
recise d

irectio
n
al an

d
 

trajecto
ry

 d
ata co

u
ld

 n
o

t b
e o

b
tain

ed
 in

 th
is in

v
estig

atio
n

 th
ro

u
g

h
 

fo
ren

sic p
ath

o
lo

g
y

 fo
r tw

o
 reaso

n
s. O

n
e. a d

issectio
n

 o
f th

e b
u

llet's 
p
ath

 w
as n

o
t p

erfo
rm

ed
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e au
to

p
sy

 an
d
 co

u
ld

 n
o
t b

e d
o
n
e at 

th
e tim

e o
f th

e co
m

m
ittee in

v
estig

atio
n
. T

w
o
. it w

as n
o
t p

o
ssib

le to
 

d
eterm

in
e D

r. K
in

g
's ex

act p
o
sitio

n
 at th

e tim
e o

f th
e sh

o
o
tin

g
. (1

1
) 

F
ro

m
 ex

trin
sic ev

id
en

ce, th
e au

to
p
sy

 p
an

el accep
ted

 th
at at th

e 
m

o
m

en
t th

e b
u

llet en
tered

 h
is b

o
d

y
. D

r. K
in

g
 w

as at the balcony rail-
ing talking to som

eone on the pavem
ent one story helow

.(12) A
ccord-

ingly. the panel found that the bullet pathw
ay w

as consistent w
ith the 

sh
o

t co
m

in
g

 fro
m

 h
is rig

h
t an

d
 ab

o
v

e.( /V
) T

h
e au

to
p

sy
 p

an
el co

n
-

cluded that the single bullet that struck D
r. K

ing m
ust have com

e from
 

acro
ss M

u
lb

erry
 S

treet.' b
ecau

se D
r. K

in
g
's b

o
d
y
 w

as facin
g
 in

 th
at 

direction and because a bullet com
ing from

 that direction w
ould have 

trav
eled

 o
n

 a d
o

w
n

w
ard

 slo
p

e. T
h

e p
an

el co
n

clu
d

ed
. fu

rth
er, th

at th
e 

bullet _w
as probably fired from

 the area of the room
inghouse at 4221,4, 

S
o

u
th

 M
ain

 S
treet. b

u
t th

e p
an

el . co
u

ld
 n

o
t d

eterm
in

e. fro
m

 th
e 

m
edical evidence alone. w

hether the shot w
as fired from

 the bathroom
 

w
in

d
o
w

 o
n
 th

e
 se

c
o
n
d
 flo

o
r o

r fro
m

 th
e
 sh

ru
b
b
e
ry

 b
e
lo

w
 th

e
 

iv
in

d
o

w
.(4

)6  
B

ecause of the im
portance of determ

ining as accurately as possible 
the location of the assassin, the com

m
ittee retained K

oogle and P
ouls 

E
n

g
in

eerin
g

. In
c. o

f A
lb

u
q

u
erq

u
e, N

. M
ex

., to
 co

n
d

u
ct en

g
in

eerin
g

 

• S
ee N

IL
E

 E
xh

ib
it F

-Is (crim
e aren

a d
iagram

). H
earin

gs b
efore th

e S
elect C

om
m

ittee 
on

 A
ssitan

tn
ation

a. U
.S

. H
ou

se of R
ep

resen
tatives, N

th
 C

on
gresa, U

 S
ession

 (W
ash

in
aion

. 
p

.c.: 
U

.S
. G

o
v
ern

m
en

t P
rin

tin
g
 O

ct
ffi, 1

9
7
9
). v

o
l. I, p

. 7
7  (h

erein
after E

ifiC
a-311..K

 
H

ea
rlo

ce), 
• T

h
e p

an
el are

a axk
p

ri to con
cen

trate on
 D

on
e tw

o sp
ecific areas b

ecau
se th

e com
m

ittee 
m

erited
 eyew

itn
ess testim

on
y su

p
p

ortin
g each

 as th
e firin

g location
 or th

e assassin
. 
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surveys at the scene of the assassination. T
he engineering consultant 

m
et the com

m
ittee and com

m
ittee m

edical panel m
em

bers in M
em

phis 
in June 19T

8. and the firm
 proceeded to conduct an engineering survey. 

using sophisticated scientific equipm
ent. t 1.i ) 

E
y

ew
itn

ess testim
o

n
y

 in
d

icated
 th

at at th
e m

o
m

en
t o

f th
e b

u
llet's 

im
pact. nr. K

in
g
 w

as standing on the m
otel balcony in front of room

 
306. conversing w

ith associates in the courtyard below
. t  16) T

he engi-
neering survey w

as based on scientific ineasuren tents of the rear of the 
 

ro
o

m
in

g
h

o
u

se fro
m

 th
at p

o
sitio

n
 an

d
 o

f th
e p

ro
liab

le p
o

stu
re o

f D
t. 

K
in

g
's b

taly
 at th

e in
stan

t o
f im

p
act—

th
at is. w

ith
 h

is h
ead

 fo
rw

ard
. 

lo
o
k
in

g
 d

o
w

n
 in

to
 th

e p
ark

in
g
 area an

d
 w

ith
 a slig

h
t fo

rw
ard

 b
en

d
 

at th
e w

aist. (/7
) W

h
ile th

e co
n
su

ltan
t w

as u
n
ab

le to
 state w

ith
 

certain
ty

 th
e v

eitica I an
g
le o

f th
e trajecto

ry
.t 18) the geom

etric data 
w

as consistent w
ith both the bathroom

 w
indow

 at the rear of the m
oin-

in
g

h
o

u
se(in

) an
d

 sh
ru

b
b

ery
 w

ith
in

 th
e g

ard
en

 area at th
e rear o

f 
418-42.21h S

outh M
ain S

treet (20 ) as possible locations for the itSSIISA
II. 

B
ecause the m

edical and engineering evidence w
as not conclusive 

as to
 th

e p
recise o

rig
in

 o
f th

e sh
o
t,(2

1
) th

e co
m

m
ittee u

sed
 th

e 
testim

ony of w
itnesses at the scene to deterinine the m

ost likely origin. 
C

harles Q
uitm

an S
tephens, a room

iughouse tenant w
ho occupied room

 
6-B

, m
aintained in a sw

orn affidavit given on June 13. 1908. that on 
tw

o or three occasions during the afternoon of A
pril 4. 1908. lie "heard 

fo
o

tstep
s leav

in
g

 ro
o

m
 5

-B
 an

d
 g

o
in

g
 p

ast [h
is] ro

o
m

 an
d

 in
to

 th
e 

com
m

on bathroom
 at the end of the hall.-

  6  A
 second tenant. W

illiam
 

C
harles A

nsehutz. told F
B

I interview
ers that during the afternoon of 

A
pril 4. 1968, he m

ade tw
o attem

pts to use the bathroom
 and found it 

occupied on each occasion. H
e recalled that S

tephens told him
, through 

the door of room
 6-B

, that the bathroom
 w

as being used by the new
 

ten
an

t in
 5-B

.(22) 
T

h
is in

fo
rm

atio
n
 b

ecam
e sig

n
ifican

t in
 lig

h
t o

f 
th

e u
n

co
n

tro
v

erted
 ev

id
en

ce th
at R

ay
 d

id
. in

 fact. ren
t ro

o
m

 5
-B

 o
n

 
the afternoon of A

pril 4. 
N

e
ith

e
r
 A

nschutz nor S
tephens could recall for the com

m
ittee details 

of these bathroom
s visits by the occupant of room

 5-B
. but S

tephens 
noted 	

a sw
o
rn

 statem
en

t. th
at at th

e tim
e o

f th
e assassin

atio
n
, h

e 
• 

w
a
s se

a
te

 tZ
l 	

en
 ab

le in
 ro

o
m

 6
-B

, w
h
en

 h
e h

eard
 a lo

u
d
 

explosion that he recognized as a shot. A
fter looking out the w

indow
 

tow
ard the L

orraine M
otel, he heard footsteps running in the hallw

ay. 
H

e w
ent to the door, opened it, looked out and observed a m

an w
ith 

som
ething under his arm

 turning the corner at the end of the hallw
ay. 

S
tep

h
en

s w
as su

re th
e in

d
iv

id
u
al h

ad
 co

m
e fro

m
 th

e b
ath

ro
o
m

 ad
-

joining his apartm
ent because of the loudnei&

s of the shot. (V
) 

S
tephens' sobriety on the afternoon of A

pril 4 w
as called into ques-

tion by a num
ber of sources, and the com

m
ittee did not rely on his tes-

tim
ony for an eyew

itness identification of the assassin. It believed that 
he w

as sober enough, how
ever, to determ

ine that a loud explosion had 
occurred nearby and that he saw

 a m
an fleeing dow

n the hallw
ay.(24) 

S
im

ilarly. A
nshutz heard a shot, opened his door and saw

 a m
an fleeing 

dow
n the hallw

ay from
 the direction of the bathroom

. (2
5

) 

■
 G

race W
ald

en
 w

h
o occu

p
ied

 room
 11-il In

 S
tep

h
en

s' colam
oa.law

 w
ife, care a variety 

of con
tlictin

e st•tem
en

ts w
ith

 resp
ect to h

er ob
servation

s Im
m

ed
iatete a

fter th
e a

.sa
•w

in
a

. 
H

on 
R

in
g
. 	

W
n

 M
om

 
tratireone  1  ,rim

e
 th

r su
h

ip
e
n

 of m
sn

ett. C
ad

 es,ised
 con

troversy, It 
is d

ism
u

m
ed

 in
 a sep

arate section
 of th

is rep
ort. S

ee section
 II A

 la in
tr.- 

1 1
1
-1

7
.2

 0
 - 7

9
 - 2

0
 



(
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W
itnesses in the vicinity of the L

orraine. including several officials 

o
f th

e S
o
u
th

ern
 C

h
ristian

 L
ead

ersh
ip

 C
o
n
feren

ce ( sC
L

C
) w

h
o
 w

ere 

aw
aitin

g
 D

r. K
in

g
 fo

r d
in

n
er. p

o
in

ted
 in

 th
e d

ireo
tio

n
- rif4littzearlitf -

th
e ro

o
m

in
g
h
o
u
se w

h
en

 ask
ed

 b
y
 a M

em
p
h
is 0

1
'1

* -1
1
1
ficer-ali

o
u
t th

e
-  

direction of the shoe - 
M

arvell M
cC

ullough. an  undercover M
em

phis police officer. w
as one 

th
e first p

eo
p
le to

 reach
 D

r. K
in

g
's b

o
d
y
. H

e testified
 in

 a co
m

m
ittee 

p
u
b
lic h

earin
g
 th

at. b
ased

 o
n
 h

is police  train
in

g
 an

d
 ex

p
erien

ce, h
e 

determ
ined from

 the position of the fallen body that the shot had com
e 

fro
m

 th
e area o

f th
e ro

o
m

in
g
h
o
u
se. (20 

O
th

ers in
 th

e co
u
rty

ard
. in

-

cluding B
en B

ranch and Jesse Jackson. also believed that the shot had 

com
e from

 the direction of the roonlinghouse. (27) 

S
olom

on JonE
7. - illF

W
E

IS
 serving as D

r. K
ing's driver and w

ho w
as 

in
 th

e co
u
rty

ard
 o

f th
e L

o
rrain

e at th
e tim

e o
f th

e sh
o
t. to

ld
 th

e co
m

-

m
ittee in

 a sw
o
rn

 statem
en

t th
at h

e saw
 a m

o
v
em

en
t o

f so
m

eth
in

g
 

w
hite and "as tall as a hum

an being -
  in the brush beneath the room

ing-

h
o
u
se after D

r. K
in

g
 w

as sh
o
t.(2

8
) T

h
ere h

ad
 b

een
 sp

ecu
latio

n
 th

at 

Jo
n
es o

b
serv

ed
. in

 fact, th
e h

asty
 retreat o

f an
 assassin

. Jo
n
es to

ld
 

the com
m

ittee. how
ever, that he sa

w
 the object for only a brief tim

e. H
e 

d
id

 not see a head o
r arm

s: h
e co

u
ld

 n
o
t tell w

h
eth

er th
e o

b
ject w

as 

B
lack or w

hite. m
ale or fem

ale: and he assum
ed the object w

as a hum
an 

b
ein

g
 sim

p
ly

 b
ecau

se h
e co

u
ld

 th
in

k
 o

f n
o
 o

th
er ex

p
lan

atio
n
. P

O
) 

In
 ad

d
itio

n
. Jo

n
es stated

 th
at at th

e m
o
m

en
t o

f th
e assassin

atio
n
. 

b
o
th

 B
ern

ard
 L

ee an
d
 A

n
d
rew

 Y
o
u
n
g
 "reach

ed
 an

d
 g

o
t m

e o
n
 each

 

sh
o
u
ld

er an
d
 

pulled 
lim

e to
 th

e g
ro

u
n
d
." H

e stated
 fu

rth
er th

at b
y
 

th
e tim

e h
e g

o
t u

p
 o

ff th
e g

ro
u
n
d
. p

o
licem

en
 h

ad
 "alm

o
st" arriv

ed
 at 

the L
orraine M

otel from
 a nearby firehouse. (3

0
) 

T
he com

m
ittee believed that the m

ovem
ent Jones perceived actually 

o
ccu

rred
 sev

eral m
o
m

en
ts after th

e sh
o
t. If it w

as. in
 fact. a p

erso
n
. it 

m
ay have been a law

 enforcem
ent officerrespO

nding to the shot. 
O

th
er ev

id
en

ce. w
h
ile n

o
t w

eig
h
ted

 h
eav

ily
. w

as n
o
n
eth

elrss co
n
-

sisten
t w

ith
 th

e b
ath

ro
o
m

 o
f th

e ro
o
m

in
g
h
o
n
se as th

e lik
ely

 firin
g
 lo

-

catio
n
 o

f th
e assa ss in

. A
 slig

h
t in

d
en

tatio
n
 in

 a w
in

d
o
w

sill in
 th

e 

b
ath

ro
o
m

 w
as o

rig
in

ally
 th

o
u
g
h
t b

y
 M

em
p
h
is p

o
lice to

 h
av

e b
een

 

cau
sed

 b
y
 a rifle b

arrel: 'F
B

I an
aly

sis co
u
ld

 n
o
t co

n
firm

 th
at th

e m
u
r-

der w
eapon w

as the-cause - of the indentation, nor could the com
m

ittee. 

T
h
e co

m
m

ittee's firearm
s p

an
el co

n
d
u
cted

 a m
icro

sco
p
ic rev

iew
 an

d
 

ch
em

ical an
aly

sis o
f th

e w
in

d
o
w

sill, b
u
t it to

o
 co

u
ld

 n
o
t co

n
firm

 o
r 

elim
inate the m

urder w
eapon or. in fact, any rifle or other object as the 

C
R

IM
P

 o
f th

e in
d
en

tatio
n
.(4

) 
S

im
ilarly

. scu
ff m

ark
s fem

u
i in

 th
e b

ath
tu

b
 co

u
ld

 in
d
icate th

at th
e 

assassin
 sto

o
d
 in

 th
e tu

b
 w

h
ile tak

in
g
 aim

 th
ro

u
g
h
 .th

e b
ath

ro
o
m

 

w
in

d
o
w

. T
h
e co — nim

ittee determ
ined. in fact, that a clear shot at room

 

3
0
6
 o

f th
e L

o
rrain

e co
u
ld

 o
n
ly

 h
av

e b
een

 m
ad

e fro
m

 th
e b

ath
ro

o
m

 if 

the assassin
 w

as stan
d
in

g
il th

e b
ath

tu
b
. T

h
e co

m
m

ittee, h
o
w

ev
er. 

w
as u

n
ab

le to
 elim

in
ate th

e altern
ativ

e p
o
ssib

ility
 th

at th
ese m

ark
s. 

ap
p
aren

tly
 m

ad
e - by som

eone 'w
earing shoes, w

ere left by police officers 

attem
p
tin

g
 to

 ch
eck

 p
o
ssib

le sh
o
o
tin

g
 an

g
les in

u
aed

iately
 after th

e 

as s
assin

atio
n
. 

F
ee )IL

K
 F

sh
iM

t F
-43.1. el 119C

A
-IIL

K
 H

eerlen
.. 420 la p

h
otograp

h
 at p

oten
tl SO

LO
 

in
eetters p

oin
tin

g tow
ard

 th
e room

In
gh

ou
to from

 th
e b

alcon
y of th

e L
orrain

e in
sin

ed
lately 

tolitortn
g H

r. M
oen

 agoin
n

in
ation

 1. 

293 

A
lthough the scientific evidence did not independently establish the 

location of the assassin, w
hen it w

a
s com

bined w
ith w

itness testim
ony. 

it pointed strongly-to the rear of the room
ingliouse. In light of th

e m
u

-
tu

ally corroborative  testim
o
n
y
 o

f S
tep

h
en

s an
d
 A

n
sch

u
tz, an

d
 -1117 

ab
sen

ce o
f sig

n
ifican

t ev
id

en
ce o

f an
 altern

ativ
e firin

g
 lo

catio
n
. th

e 
ciT

M
N

iT
ifitiii-iid th

at th
e slio

rtliat Id
led

 D
el-

IM
 w

as fired
 fro

m
 

the bathroom
 w

indow
 at the rear of the room

inghoose at 4:221:! S
outh 

M
a in S

treet. 

3. JA
M

E
S

 E
A

R
L

 R
A

T
 P

U
R

C
H

A
S

E
D

 m
a
 R

IF
L

E
 T

H
A

T
 W

A
S

 U
S

E
D

 T
O

 S
H

O
O

T
 D

R
. 

K
IN

G
 A

N
D

 T
R

A
N

S
P

O
IrF

E
D

 IT
 F

R
O

M
 IM

M
IN

G
H

A
M

. A
L

A
. T

O
 M

F
.M

P
H

IS
, 

W
H

E
R

E
 H

E
 R

E
N

T
E

D
 A

 R
O

O
M

 A
T

 4224 S
O

U
T

H
 M

A
IN

 S
T

R
E

E
T

. A
N

D
 M

O
M

E
N

T
S

 

A
F

T
F

.R
 T

ltE
 A

S
S

A
S

S
IN

A
T

II IIE
 D

R
O

P
F

E
JI IT

 N
E

A
R

 4 24 S
O

U
T

H
 M

A
IN

 S
T

R
E

E
T

 

D
r. K

in
g
 w

as k
illed

 b
y
 a R

em
in

g
to

n
-P

eters. so
ft-p

o
in

t. m
etal-

jacketed huller fired frm
n a high velocity .30-06 rifle. T

he com
m

ittee 
d
eterm

in
ed

 th
at a rifle purchased by Jam

es E
arl R

ay on M
arch 31o. 

1(168. in B
irm

ingham
. A

la.. and w
hich w

as found in front of C
anipe's 

A
m

usem
ent C

o., 424 S
outh M

ain S
treet. m

om
ents after the assassina-

tio
n
. w

as th
e ty

p
e o

f rifle th
at co

u
ld

 h
av

e fired
 th

e b
u
llet th

at k
illed

 
D

r. K
in

g
. 

F
ro

m
 a co

m
b
in

atio
n
 o

f field
 in

v
estig

atio
n
. scien

tific d
ata. an

d
 ad

-

m
issio

n
s b

y
 R

ay
. th

e co
m

m
ittee w

as co
n
v
in

ced
 th

at R
ay

 p
u
rch

ased
 

th
e rifle, tran

sp
o
rted

 it to
 th

e scen
e o

f th
e crim

e an
d
 ab

an
d
o
n
ed

 it 

n
ear th

e scen
e im

m
ed

iately
 after th

e sh
o
o
tin

g
. F

irst, th
e ev

id
en

ce is 

co
n
clu

siv
e th

at R
ay

 p
u
rch

ased
 a .3

0
-0

6
 calib

er R
em

in
g
to

n
 G

am
e-

m
aster slide action rifle, serial N

o. 461476. m
odel T

60. w
ith a R

edfield 

variable telescopic sight. serial N
o. 117350. and- W

eaver sight m
ount. 

T
his rifle, sight, and m

ount w
ere recovered by police officers im

m
edi-

ately
 after th

e assassin
atio

n
 an

d
 w

ere later d
esig

n
ated

 ex
h
ib

it "Q
2
" 

b
y
 th

e F
B

I. R
ay

 rep
eated

ly
 ad

m
itted

, as h
e d

id
 u

n
d
er o

ath
 at a 

com
m

ittee public hearing. that on M
arch 20. 1968. he purchased a .243 

calib
er rifle an

d
 a telesco

p
ic sig

h
t at th

e A
ero

m
arin

e S
u
p
p
ly

 C
o
. in

 

B
irm

in
g
h
am

. F
u
rth

er. R
ay

 ad
m

itted
 th

at th
e n

ex
t d

ay
 h

e ex
ch

an
g
ed

 

th
e .2

4
3
 calib

er rifle fo
r a m

o
re p

o
w

erfu
l .3

0
-0

6
 R

em
in

g
to

n
 G

am
e-

m
aster.(3

2
) T

h
at rifle w

as id
en

tified
 as th

e rifle fo
u
n
d
 in

 fro
n
t o

f 
C

anipe's A
m

usem
ent C

o. on A
pril 4.1968. 

R
ay's adm

ission about the purchase and exchange w
as corroborated 

b
y
 th

e statem
en

ts o
f r. L

, B
ak

er an
d
 D

o
n
ald

 W
o
o
d
. th

e A
ero

m
arin

e 

em
p
lo

y
ees w

h
o
 d

ealt w
ith

 R
ay

 o
n
 M

arch
 2

9
 an

d
 3

0
. W

o
o
d
, in

 fact. 

id
en

tified
 R

ay
 as th

e m
an

 k
n
o
w

n
 to

 h
im

 as H
arv

ey
 L

o
w

m
ey

er w
h
o
. 

o
n
 M

arch
 3

0
. receiv

ed
 th

e .3
0
-0

6
 rifle in

 ex
ch

an
g
e fo

r th
e o

rig
in

al 

.243 purchase.(.??) In addition. the A
erom

arine sales receipt reflects 
the initial purchase and subsequent exchange by L

ow
m

eyer. the alias 
R

av adm
itted using, at the tim

e of the rifle purchase. (3
4
) 

T
h
e co

m
m

ittee fo
u
n
d
 sig

n
ifican

t R
ay

's u
se o

f A
n alias o

th
er th

an
 

E
ric S

. G
alt during a transaction that could be directly tied to the 

assassination. R
ay had established identification as E

ric S
. G

alt and 
used that nam

e alm
ost exclusively for 9 m

onths preceding the assassi-
nation. W

hen he tented an apartm
ent or a room

. bought a car, secured 
a driver's license, took dance lessons, rented a safe deposit box, visited 
a doctor, attended bartending school, and subscribed to a locksm

ith 
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cou
rse, all everyd

ay activities, lie d
id

 so as E
ric S

tereo G
alt.(35) O

n
 

th
e oth

er h
an

d
, in

 tran
saction

s d
irectly lin

k
ed

 to the assassin
ation

, 

an
d

 th
erefore th

e m
ost in

crim
in

atin
g. lay d

eviated
 from

iris - estab
- 

lish
ed

 id
en

tity. H
e u

sed
 th

e n
am

e H
arvey.loassn

eyer- ,O
rdi =for - th

e 

p
u

rch
ase of tfi---sgle 

(3
6
) sim

ilarly. h
e u

sed
 th

e.n
am

e Joh
n

 W
illard

 

only to rent the room
 at B

essie B
rew

er's room
ingliouse at 4221/2 South 

M
ain

 S
treet M

em
p

h
is"

 
A

lth
ou

gh
 R

ay claim
ed

 to h
ave tak

en
 a slow

 d
rive th

rou
gh

 A
lab

am
a 

an
d

 M
ississip

p
i from

 M
arch

 31 to A
p

ril 4, au
th

en
ticated

 d
ocu

m
en

ts 
an

d
 sw

orn
 testim

on
y con

vin
ced

 t,h
e-com

m
ittee th

at R
ay, in

 fact. re- 

tu
rn

ed
 to A

tlan
ta an

d
 left th

erilor
- M

erdphis no earlier than A
pril 1 

an
d

 
s 	

R
egardless, R

ay adm
itted transporting 

th
e r e from

 B
irm

in
gh

am
 to M

em
p

h
is,(37) claim

in
g th

at h
e gave 

it to R
aou

l at th
e N

ew
 R

eb
el M

otel on
 th

e even
in

g of A
p

ril 3, n
ever 

to see- it again
. 

T
h

u
s th

e ccasu
n

ittee-ab
lisarcl 	

•
that R

ay bought a .30-06 R
em

ington 

C
ram

em
aster- m

 B
irm

in
gh

am
 n and- took it to M

em
phis. T

his sam
e rifle—

w
ith

 R
ay's fin

gerp
rin

ts on
 it—

w
as fou

n
d

 on
 th

e sid
ew

alk
 in

 fron
t of 

424 S
ou

th
 M

ain
 S

treet m
om

en
ts after th

e assassin
ation

. 
R

ay also ad
m

itted
 ren

tin
g room

 5-B
 at B

essie B
rew

er's room
in

g-

h
ou

se, u
sin

g th
e n

am
e Joh

n
 W

illard
. (3

8
) In

 in
terview

s w
ith

 th
e com

-

m
ittee, as w

ell as in
 th

e origin
al in

vestigation
. M

rs. B
rew

er recalled
 

ren
tin

g room
 5-B

 to Joh
n

 W
illard

. S
h

e also n
oted

 th
at th

e ten
an

t 

rejected
 th

e first room
 sh

ow
n

 to h
im

. on
e eq

u
ip

p
ed

 w
ith

 ligh
t h

ou
se-

k
eep

in
g facilities, sayin

g h
e on

ly w
an

ted
 a sleep

in
g room

. W
illard

 
th

en
 accep

ted
 5-B

, M
rs. B

rew
er recalled

, w
h

ich
 w

as in
 th

e rear of th
e 

b
u

ild
in

g n
ear th

e b
ath

room
 an

d
 w

h
ich

 offered
 a

 view
 of th

e fron
t of 

th
e L

orrain
e M

otel.(39) ° A
 m

an
 m

atch
in

g th
e gen

eral d
escrip

tion
 of 

R
ay w

as also seen
 at th

e tim
e h

e ren
ted

 th
e room

 b
y C

h
arles S

tep
h

en
s 

and b
y B

ertie R
eeves, an

oth
er resid

en
t of th

e room
in

gh
ou

se.(40) 
A

s n
oted

 p
reviou

sly. b
oth

 S
tep

h
en

s an
d

 A
n

sch
u

tz saw
 a m

an
 carry-

ing a bundle that could have contained a rifle, fleeing dow
n the hallw

ay 
sh

o
rtly

 a
fter th

e sh
o
o
tin

g
. B

ern
ell F

in
ley

. w
h

o
 w

a
s sh

o
p

p
in

g
 in

 
C

an
ip

e's A
m

u
sem

en
t- C

o. at th
e tim

e of th
e assassin

ation
. recalled

 
h

earin
g a sou

n
d

 lik
e-th

e b
ack

firin
g of an

 au
tom

ob
ile. A

 sh
ort tim

e 
later h

e saw
 a m

an
 w

alk
in

g b
y th

e fron
t of th

e store, h
eard

 a n
oise an

d
 

saw
 a bundle in the 

	 of the store. H
e then caught a glim

pse 
of th

e p
rofile of a m

an
 w

alk
in

g aw
ay in

 h
aste. (42) D

u
rin

g h
is F

B
I 

in
terview

, F
in

ley d
escrib

ed
 th

e m
an

 as a w
h

ite m
ale of average b

u
ild

 
w

earin
g a d

ark
 su

it. S
h

ortly after h
e saw

 th
e m

an
, F

in
ley h

eard
 th

e 
screech of tires and saw

 a w
hite M

ustang pull aw
ay from

 the curb. (.48) 

• R
ay testified

 th
at b

e m
ad

e th
e n

am
e ch

an
ces b

ru
n

ee h
e k

n
ew

 h
is in

volvem
en

t in
 u

m
-

ru
n

n
in

g
 w

ith
 a

 p
erso

n
 b

e k
n

ew
 o

n
ly

 a
s R

aou
l w

as Illegal (A
 com

p
lete an

n
lyid

a of R
ay's 

R
aou

l story ap
p

ears at S
ection

 II A
 a ln

fra.1 T
h

im
 exp

lan
ation

 is u
n

d
erm

in
ed

. h
ow

erer. b
y 

R
a

y
's lee o

r th
e G

a
lt a

lia
s a

t th
e N

ew
 1114 P

I M
otel In

 Jitan
n

Itin
 on

 A
p

ril 5. toga. w
h

ere h
e  

p
la

n
n

ed
 to

 m
eet B

a
n

a
l a

n
d

 ex
ch

a
n

g
e th

e rifle. a
s w

ell a
s b

y
 h

is a
d

m
itted

 in
v

o
lv

em
en

t In 
p

a
st crim

in
a

l en
d

ea
v

o
rs, su

ch
 u

 sm
u

g
g

lin
g

 a
t th

e C
a

n
a

d
ia

n
 b

o
rd

er, w
ith

o
u

t sim
ila

rly
 

elab
orate p

recau
tion

ary m
easu

res. T
h

e com
m

ittee b
elieved

 R
ay reverted

 to th
e G

alt alias 
a
t th

e N
ew

 R
eb

el b
eca

u
se h

ie sta
y
 th

ere w
a
s n

o
t p

o
w

erfu
lly

 In
crim

in
a
tin

g
 a

n
d

 to
 d

is-
associate h

im
self fu

rth
er from

 th
e activities b

e b
ad

 en
gaged

 in
 as L

ow
m

eyer an
d

 W
illard

 in
 

p
rep

aration
 for th

e assassin
ation

. 
• W

h
ile m

en
 

5-T1 offered 
11 

rice 
o
f th

e L
o
rra

in
e M

o
tel. It d

id
 n

o
t p

ro
v
id

e n
 m

ea
d
,, 

co
m

fo
rta

b
le firin

g
 p

o
sitio

n
. sin

ce a
 sh

o
o
ter w

o
u

ld
 h

a
v
e to

 lea
n

 o
u

t th
e w

in
d

o
w

 to
 a

im
 a

t 
th

e m
otel. T

h
e w

in
d

ow
 of th

e b
ath

room
 at th

e en
d

 of th
e b

all, fron
tin

g on
 th

e rear of th
e 

L
n

u
itin

e. d
id

 n
o

t p
resen

t fltle p
ro

b
lem

. S
ee M

L
R

 exhibits r
 	

(crim
e su

n
el. 1

 R
S

C
A

- 
M

L
R

 h
ea

rin
g
s. 7

1
: F

-2
0
 p

ea
m

ie B
rew

er's ro
o
n

tio
g
b

o
u

lte: seco
n

d
 b

o
o
r), I 1

2
8
C

A
-M

L
.K

 

h
earin

gs. T
O

. 
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G
uy C

anipe, ow
ner of the am

usem
ent com

pany. told the com
m

ittee 
he 'sad no recollection of hearing the shot. H

e did rem
em

ber hearing 
ast:ti...si ar the front door and catching a glim

pse of a dark-skinned 
R

E
-7e m

an passing the store.(43) In an earlier F
B

I interview
. C

anipe 
,iss r'.:ssi the m

an as w
hite. betw

een 5 feet lei ir..,h
es an

d
 0 feet tall. 

x
. L-  a e:sunky build. w

earing a dark suit and generally clean and neat 
is a: :se-A

n/nee. H
e also told the F

B
I that w

ithin m
om

ents of hearing 
the .i.U

ndie drop. he saw
 a sm

all w
hite car pull aw

ay front the curb on 
M

A
L

I. Street.(4.4) C
anipe did not recall this car (.4.5) w

hen he w
as 

into-view
ed by the com

m
ittee. Julius G

raham
. another custom

er in 
C

ar 's store. cou
ld

 n
ot p

rovid
e th

e com
m

ittee w
ith

 
a
 description 

o: -.__ individual w
ho dropped the bundle. but he did recall that a 

w
L

:e M
ustang passed the store heading north shortly after the bundle 

w
t- irepped.146) 
T

he :A
inslie dropped in front of C

anipe's w
as ressvered im

m
ediate!} 

atsrw
ard by M

em
phis police officers. It contained am

ong other item
s 

tirs caw
 of S

ch
litz b

eer, th
e A

p
ril °ed

ition
 of th

e M
em

p
h

is C
on

i-
m

e: sal A
p

p
eal. a p

lastic b
ottle of aftersh

ave lotion
. a .30-06 rifle 

w
ith a serial num

ber m
atching that of the rifle purchased by R

ay in 
B

frm
ingham

. am
m

unition, and a pair of binoculars.(47) T
he bundle 

lila,  contained a portable radio w
ith an identification num

ber scratched 
of ii_ W

ien the F
B

I w
as able to decipher the num

ber. it w
as revealed 

to -sr R
ay's M

'ssouri State P
enitentiary inm

ate m
unber. (4) 

T
ae com

m
ittee, in

 an
 effort to evalu

ate th
e availab

le fin
gerp

rin
t ok

,L
I, 

eviience in the case, retained a fingerprint expert. V
incent Seabee of 

cite
- 

, A
 1 

F
orem

4e C
ontrol System

s. Scalice exam
ined latent fingerprints lifted ,_ 

frail the rifle. the binoculars, a Schlitz beer can and the front page of '1 
tlr M

em
phis C

om
m

ercialA
ppeal. A

ll w
ere found to be the prints of 

J
o
ra

. E
arl 

R
a
y
. B

ecause of other com
m

itm
ents. Scalise could not 

cem
.p

;ete th
e fin

gerp
rin

t id
en

tification
, so th

e com
m

ittee retain
ed

 
D

a 1t D
. L

in
ville an

d
 R

ay H
olb

rook
. fin

gerp
rin

t sp
ecialists for th

e 
W

ass...in
gton

. D
.C

. M
etrop

olitan
 P

olice D
ep

artm
en

t. T
h

ey su
b

se- 
qu=

ly identified R
afs prints on the telescopic F

Ight on the rifle and 	
p

ill 
it tar bottle of aftershave lotion. N

o prints, either identifiable or un- 
0,.;,, r

rite.1 4fi 
id

rillab
le. oth

er th
an

 th
ose id

en
tified

 as R
ay's. w

ere fou
n

d
 on

 th
e ( rim

bk 

aside from
 the obvious Im

portance of an accurate analysis of the firearm
s evidence, the 

com
m

a toe an
ted

 th
at th

e firearm
s exam

in
ation

 in
 th

e origin
al F

B
I h

yrestigation
 w

as in
-

esettiv
e T

h
e F

B
I fo

u
n

d
 It w

a
s -• • • n

o
t p

o
ssib

le to
 d

eterm
in

e w
h

eth
er o

r n
o
t C

p
li 

Itle !stet. rem
oved

 from
 D

r. K
in

g's b
od

y] w
as actu

ally fired
 from

 th
e Q

2 rifle."
 

H
arin

g d
eterm

in
ed

 th
at R

ay p
u

rch
ased

 th
e rifle. th

at h
is p

rin
ts 

ow
e on the rifle, that no other prints w

ere on the rifle. and that a m
an 

acrsdiing R
ay's description dropped the rifle shortly after the shot, 

the com
m

ittee turned to the firearm
s evidence in an effort to establish. 

if D
eE

ible. that the Q
2 rifle w

as the m
urder w

eapon. 
th

e com
m

ittee retain
ed

 a p
an

el of five of th
e forem

ost firearm
s 

exam
in

ers in
 th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates to review
 th

e b
allistics evid

en
ce."

 
I total of 25'r m

an-hours w
ere consum

ed by the firearm
s exam

ination. A
jtfts-

w
h

ich
 con

sisted
 of 81 com

p
arison

s of Q
64. th

e b
u

llet tak
en

 from
 ;14 

D
r. E

ins/s  body. w
ith test-filed  bullets, as w

ell as exhaustive m
icro-

snit*. visual, and chem
ical anaryses. D

espite this effort, the panel w
as 

■F
"r.  



against m
e." (53) -Sim

ilarly, in his public hearing testim
ony. R

ay 
em

phatically denied filing a change of address in L
os A

ngeles, although 
_ h

e-d
id

-ack
n

ow
led

ge-the possibility that he m
entioned A

tlanta during 
a telephone conversation w

ith an associate of R
aoul. (54.) W

hen the 
com

m
ittee confronted R

ay w
ith the change of address card that he had 

filed in L
os A

ngeles on M
arch 17, indicating a tem

porary change of 
__address to G

eneral D
elivery, A

tlanta. until A
pril 25, R

ay adm
itted the 

card w
as his and that he m

ust have filed it before his departure from
 

L
os A

ngeles. (55) R
ay could not explain his statem

ent to R
ather that 

an intent to go to A
t)anta w

as dam
aging. (5

6
) Since A

tlanta w
as the 

national headquarters of the SC
L

C
. as w

ell as D
r. K

ing's hom
e, the 

com
m

ittee fou
n

d
 R

ay's an
ticip

ated
 travel to th

at city as th
e first 

significant indication of his interest in tracking the activities of D
r. 

K
in

g
. 

R
ay's p

rob
ab

le stalk
in

g of D
r. K

in
g con

tin
u

ed
 w

ith
 h

is trip
 to 

Selm
a, A

la., follow
ing his departure from

 L
os A

ngeles. D
r. K

ing w
as 

in
 th

e Selm
a area on

 M
arch

 21. R
ay ad

m
itted

 b
ein

g in
 S

elm
a on

 
M

arch 22 (a m
otel registration card for his G

alt alias confirm
s his star 

there)," but his explanation for being there w
as not convincing. F

ie 
claim

ed that w
hile driving from

 N
ew

 O
rleans to B

irm
ingham

. al-
leged

ly to m
eet. R

aou
l, h

e got lost an
d

 h
ad

 to sp
en

d
 th

e n
igh

t is 
Selm

a.(57) T
he com

m
ittee noted, how

ever. that in 1968 there w
ere 

tw
o direct routes from

 N
ew

 O
rleans to B

irm
ingham

, and that Selm
a 

w
as on neither of them

. It w
a
s situated in betw

een the tw
o routes, about 

45 m
iles out of the w

ay. T
he com

m
ittee further determ

ined that it 
w

ould have been difficult for R
ay to have becom

e lost betw
een N

ew
 

O
rleans and B

irm
ingham

. 	
• 

T
he com

m
ittee found R

ay's activities follow
ing the purchase of the 

rifle relevant to the stalking theory. O
n M

arch 28, the day after vio-
lence cut short a M

em
phis m

arch led by D
r. K

ing, R
ay purchased a 

.243 caliber rifle in B
irm

ingham
. (5

8
) O

n M
arch 30, he exchanged it 

for a .30-06 R
em

ington,(59) the rifle the com
m

ittee concluded he used 
to assassinate D

r. K
ing. 

R
ay testified that betw

een M
arch 30 and A

pril 3, he took a slow
 

drive through A
labam

a and M
ississippi, stopping at different m

otels 
each night, on his w

ay to m
eet R

aoul in M
em

phis. (80) T
he com

m
ittee 

could find no evidence, w
itness corroboration or docum

entation. to 
support this account." O

n the other hand, there w
as substantial evi-

d
en

ce in
d

icatin
g th

at R
ay retu

rn
ed

 to A
tlan

ta follow
in

g th
e rifle 

purchase. T
hus, R

ay's m
ovem

ents roughly paralleled those of D
r. 

K
ing, w

ho returned to A
tlanta from

 M
em

phis on M
arch 30. E

xcept 
for a trip to W

ashington, D
.C

., on M
arch 31, D

r. K
ing rem

ained in 
A

tlanta until A
pril 3, 1968, w

hen he returned to M
em

phis.(8/) 
R

ay adam
antly denied that he returned to A

tlanta before proceeding 
to M

em
phis. A

t a public hearing of the com
m

ittee, he testified, "I knew
 

1157 B
ee M

L
R

 exhibit F
-33 (F

lam
ingo M

otel registration card), II Y
M

C
A

-M
L

R
 beatings. 

le n
u

d
es. h

is p
u

b
lic b

earin
g ten

t B
on

y. Jam
es B

erl R
ay's brother, Jerry, asserted diaT

 
sw

ords that w
ould bate ebow

n Jam
es' star at the Southern M

otel In M
ississippi on A

pril 
1. lfifig, h

ad
 b

een
 d

estroyed
 b

y th
e F

B
I. T

h
e com

m
ittee M

iffed
 Jerry R

ay's alteration
—

It took testim
ony from

 the m
anager of the m

otet and it review
ed rearstra V

on card. from
 

the m
otel for the appropriate period. T

he com
m

ittee determ
ined that Jerry R

ay's allege-
B

on w
as w

ithout m
erit. 
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=
o
i=

ssi .  to conclude that "the bullet, exhibit Q
64, cannot be identified 

ssbaninated as having been fired from
 the rifle, C

t2
."

'"
(6

0
) 

panel, how
ever, did m

ake the follow
ing positive determ

inations: 

1
. T

he Q
64 bullet w

as a .30-06 calalse:F
=

O
ullet of R

em
ington- 

P
eters m

an
u

faan
re. 

2. T
he bullet w

as im
printed w

ith six lands and six grooves and 
a right tw

ist by the rifle from
 w

hich it had been fired. 

3. T
he Q

2 rifle had general class characteristics of six lands and 

six grooves w
ith

 a righ
t tw

ist. 
4. T

he cartrirlee rage I-03) fm
m

il - in the Q
2 rifle had been fired 

laic the Q
2 rifle. 

5. T
he dam

age to D
r. K

ing's clothing, w
hen tested m

icroscop- 

snally and chem
ically, revealed the presence of lead from

 a disinte-

r- rating bullet and also revealed the absence of nitrites (the pres-
e of nitrites w

ould have indicated a close-range discharge). 

6. T
h

e d
am

age to th
e cloth

in
g w

as con
sisten

t w
ith

 th
e calib

er 

an
d

 con
d

ition
 of th

e Q
64 b

u
llet. (3

1
) 

11riii.le the firearm
s panel could not say conclusively that the rifle 

-seu
sesi in

 fron
t of C

an
ip

e's, on
e w

ith
 R

ay's fin
gerp

rin
ts on

 th
e stock

 

-M
IM

E
 S

C
O

p
e, fired the fatal shot, it did conclude that it w

as possible for 
aiot to have been fired from

 that rifle. W
hen the panel's conclusions 

--ess•- com
b

in
ed

 w
ith

 R
ay's ad

m
ission

s, fin
gerp

rin
t evid

en
ce, an

d
 th

e 
on

y of oth
er w

itn
esses, th

ere w
as am

p
le evid

en
ce for th

e com
-

e to conclude that R
ay had purchased the .30-06 rifle, transported 

M
em

phis. shot D
r. K

ing and dropped the m
urder w

eapon in front 

xsE
 C

anipe's A
m

usem
ent C

o. w
hile fleeing from

 the scene of the crim
e. 

E
E

IG
M

L
Y

 P
R

O
B

A
B

L
E

 T
H

A
T

 JA
M

E
S E

A
R

L
 R

A
T

 ST
A

L
K

E
D

 D
R

. R
U

M
 F

O
R

 A
 

P
E

R
IO

D
 IM

M
E

D
IA

T
E

L
Y

 P
R

E
C

E
D

IN
G

 T
H

E
 A

S
S

A
S

S
IN

A
T

IO
N

 

T
h

e com
m

ittee con
sid

ered
 allegation

s th
at R

ay stalk
ed

 D
r. K

in
g 

-- m
tr- a period of tim

e preceding the assassination, and it developed evi-
m

em
oe indicating a high probability that R

ay did, in fact, pursue D
r. 

ft,g from
 L

os A
n

geles to A
tlan

ta an
d

 u
ltim

ately to th
e L

orrain
e 

A
k

a
il in

 M
em

p
h

is. 
I
 a all likelihood, the stalking began about M

arch 17, 1968, the day 

- a
im

 B
a
y
 le ft L

os A
ngeles and - drove eastw

ard. R
ay's decision to leave 

n
arrforn

ia w
as n

ot im
p

u
lsive. In

 d
iscu

ssion
s w

ith
 h

is acq
u

ain
tan

ces 

- Islam
 a bartending school earlier in M

arch 1968, he had m
entioned his 

to travel east on tw
o separate occasions. (5E

) M
oreover, R

ay sub-

- m
em

-reel a postal change of address card " w
ith a forw

arding address of 
G

a.. D
r K

ing's hom
e city, before leaving L

os A
ngeles. 

B
ay. h

ow
ever, n

ever con
ced

ed
 h

is in
ten

t to travel to A
tlan

ta from
 

A
n

geles. In
 an

 in
terview

 w
ith

 D
an

 R
ath

er of C
B

S
 in

 1977. 

M
an-  filinitt e . stated that he never knew

 he w
as going to A

tlanta until he 
m

raved
 in

 B
irm

in
gh

am
, "

 an
d

 th
ere w

as n
o forw

ard
in

g ad
d

ress 

-- -easen I left L
os A

ngeles] arid, of course, that w
ould be very dam

aging 

=
it is a com

m
on

 m
isan

d
ersb

u
rd

in
e th

at b
u

llets eon
 alw

ays b
e m

atch
ed

 to C
M

&
 Is tact. 

M
 m

ot alw
ays p

ossib
le to m

atch
 b

u
llets to eon

s. an
d

 n
o eign

ifiesn
ee sh

rin
id

 b
e attach

ed
 

M
bar failu

re. In
d

eed
, th

e p
an

el d
eterm

in
ed

 th
at th

e isd
b

rid
n

al b
allets th

at it B
red

 from
 

atm
 Q

2 rifle cou
ld

 n
ot alw

ays b
e m

atch
ed

 seten
tifically w

ith
 th

e w
eap

on
. sin

ce th
e rifle 

w
assrearly eu

vreree loron
elaten

t ch
aracteristics on

 su
ceeestre rou

n
d

s. S
ee id

L
E

 firearm
s 

sgm
ssel rep

ort. X
III E

IS
C

A
-M

L
E

 b
earin

gs. 
=

B
ee IIL

K
 ex

h
ib

it F
-5

2
 (p

o
ets' ch

a
n

g
ed

 a
d

d
ress ca

rd
). II H

S
C

A
-M

L
E

 h
ea

th
ig

le• 

=
A

-S
M

. 
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I d
id

n
't retu

rn
 to A

tlan
ta. If I d

id
, I w

ill ju
st tak

e th
e resp

on
sib

ility 

for the K
ing case here on T

V
 ."(68) 

T
h

e com
m

ittee review
ed

 tw
o in

cid
en

ts. h
ow

ever,-th
at-corrip

eIlin
gly 

sh
o
w

 th
a
t R

a
y
 d

id
. in

 fa
ct. retu

rn
it -4.

T
h

an
ta after p

u
rch

asin
g th

e 

m
u

rd
er w

eap
on

 in
B

irm
in

gh
am

. F
irst. th

e com
m

ittee estab
lish

ed
 th

at. 
on

 M
arch

 31. R
ay p

aid
 h

is A
tlan

ta lan
d

lord
. Jim

m
y G

arn
er. for a 

secon
d

 w
eek

's ren
t ; h

e w
rote h

is n
am

e on
 an

 en
velop

e an
d

 gave it to 

G
arn

er. (6
3
) T

h
is p

aym
en

t w
as on

e of th
e 56 stip

u
lation

s of m
aterial 

fact th
at R

ay agreed
 to in

 h
is gu

ilty p
lea. (64) In

 ad
d

ition
. a com

m
it-

tee in
terview

 w
ith

 G
arn

er con
firm

ed
 th

e d
ate of th

e p
aym

en
t. (65) 

W
hen R

ay w
as confronted w

ith G
arner's statem

ent. he claim
ed G

arner 

w
as in

 error. H
e su

ggested
 th

at th
e issu

e of h
is p

resen
ce in

 A
tlan

ta 
cou

ld
 b

e cleared
 u

p
 b

y ch
eck

in
g w

ith
 th

e P
ied

m
on

t C
lean

ers w
h

ere h
e 

left h
is lau

n
d

ry on
 M

arch
 25. 26 or 27 an

d
 p

ick
ed

 it u
p

 on
 A

p
ril 5. 

1968. (6
6
) 

W
hile R

ay w
as correct about the date he retrieved the clothing. both 

th
e lau

n
d

ry receip
ts (67) an

d
 th

e P
ied

m
on

t C
lean

ers led
ger. as w

ell as 

th
e p

u
b

lic testim
on

y of a retired
 P

ied
m

on
t em

p
loyee, A

n
n

ie E
stelle 

P
eters, p

roved
 th

at R
ay left h

is lau
n

d
ry at P

ied
m

on
t on

 A
p

ril 1. 1968. 

(6
8
) 

R
ay's ch

arge th
at th

e in
crim

in
atin

g d
ocu

m
en

ts w
ere som

eh
ow

 

falsified w
as refuted by both the sw

orn public testim
ony of M

rs. P
eters 

an
d

 th
e P

ied
m

on
t led

ger b
ook

. 
T

h
e com

m
ittee ob

served
 th

at w
h

ile R
ay w

as in
 A

tlan
ta on

 A
p

ril 1. 

b
oth

 th
e A

tlan
ta C

on
stitu

tion
 an

d
 th

e A
tlan

ta Jou
rn

al p
u

b
lish

ed
 

stories ab
ou

t th
e volatile situ

ation
 in

 M
em

p
h

is an
d

 D
r. K

in
g's in

ten
-

tion
 to retu

rn
 to th

e trou
b

led
 city.(6

9
) T

h
e com

m
ittee b

elieved
 th

at 

after learn
in

g from
 n

ew
s accou

n
ts of D

r. K
in

g's in
ten

tion
 to retu

rn
 to 

M
em

p
h

is. R
ay left A

tlan
ta an

d
 h

ead
ed

 for M
em

p
h

is h
im

self. A
fter 

arrivin
g in

 M
em

p
h

is on
 A

p
ril 3, R

ay ch
eck

ed
 in

to th
e N

ew
 R

eb
el 

M
otel, on

 th
e ou

tsk
irts of th

e city.(70) T
h

e n
ext d

ay h
e m

oved
 to a 

room
in

gh
ou

se ad
jacen

t to th
e L

arain
e M

otel. (71) 
R

ev. S
am

u
el B

. K
yles of M

em
p

h
is, an

 associate of D
r. K

in
g. re-

called
 th

at on
 A

p
ril 3 h

e h
eard

 a rad
io b

road
cast rep

ortin
g th

at D
r. 

K
in

g w
as stayin

g at room
 306 of th

e L
orrain

e. (72) A
m

on
g R

ay's p
os-

session
s left in

 fron
t of C

an
ip

e's, au
th

orities recovered
 a cop

y of th
e 

M
em

phis C
om

m
eircial A

ppeal w
ith a front page story about D

r. K
ing, 

on
e th

at p
laced

 h
iin

 at th
e L

orrain
e M

otel for lu
n

ch
 on

 A
p

ril 3.(73) 
R

ay's fin
gerp

rin
t w

as fou
n

d
 on

 th
e fron

t p
age of th

e n
ew

sp
ap

er. (74) 

W
ith

 in
form

ation
 th

at D
r. K

in
g
 w

as stayin
g at th

e L
orrain

e avail-

ab
le to R

ay, th
e tran

sfer from
 th

e N
ew

 R
eb

el M
otel to B

essie B
rew

er's 
room

in
gh

ou
se tak

es on
 sp

ecial sign
ifican

ce. T
h

e rear of th
e room

in
g-

h
ou

se faces th
e L

orrain
e, offerin

g an
 id

eal van
tage p

oin
t for on

e w
h

o 
w

as stalk
in

g D
r. K

in
g an

d
 w

aitin
g for an

 op
p

ortu
n

ity to assassin
ate 

h
im

. (75) 
R

ay testified
 th

at h
e m

igh
t h

ave p
u

rch
ased

 th
e n

ew
sp

ap
er, b

u
t th

at 

h
e d

id
 n

ot read
 it on

 A
p

ril 4 an
d

 th
at h

e w
as n

ot aw
are D

r. K
in

g w
as 

in
 M

em
p

h
is. "

I really w
asn

't aw
are th

at h
e w

as existin
g,"

(76) h
e 

stated
. In

 ligh
t of th

e h
igh

 visib
ility of th

e san
itation

 w
ork

er's strik
e, 

R
ay's n

atu
ral sen

sitivity to th
e in

creased
 p

olice activity b
ecau

se of 
h

is fu
gitive statu

s, th
e rad

io an
d

 n
ew

sp
ap

er coverage of D
r. K

in
g's 

activities, an
d

 R
ay's fin

gerp
rin

t on
 th

e A
p

ril 4 ed
ition

 of th
e M

em
p

h
is  
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C
om

m
ercial A

p
p

eal, th
e com

m
ittee con

clu
d

ed
 th

at. R
ay's d

en
ial w

as 
n

ot w
orth

y oth
elief. 

T
h

e m
an

n
er in

 w
h

ich
 R

ay selected
 h

is room
 at B

essie B
rew

er's 

room
in

gh
ou

se p
rovid

ed
 ad

d
ition

al evid
en

ce of h
is in

ten
t to m

on
itor 

D
r. K

in
g's m

ovem
en

ts. R
oom

 8, th
e first room

 R
ay w

as sh
ow

n
, w

as 
located

 tow
ard

 th
e fron

t (S
ou

th
 M

oM
 S

treet) sid
e of th

e b
u

ild
in

g. It 
w

as across th
e h

all from
 th

e office w
h

ere R
ay h

ad
 ap

p
roach

ed
 M

rs. 

B
rew

er. It offered
 n

eith
er p

rivacy n
or th

e p
ossib

ility of n
 view

 of th
e 

L
orrain

e M
otel located

 to th
e rear of th

e b
u

ild
in

g."
 R

ay rejected
 th

e 
room

. telling M
rs. B

rew
er he w

anted only a sleeping room
 and not an 

apartm
ent. ( 77) 

T
he second room

, 5—
B

, w
as located in another w

ing of the building. 
aw

ay from
 the office and tow

ard the rear of the building. F
urther. its 

w
in

d
ow

 offered
 th

e p
ossib

ility of a d
irect view

 of th
e L

orrain
e. T

h
e 

com
m

ittee found no evidence that R
oy entered the room

 and exam
ined 

th
e view

 from
 th

e w
in

d
ow

 b
efore accep

tin
g it. N

everth
eless. th

e p
ri-

vacy and its location at. the rear of the building apparently m
ade the 

room
 m

ore acceptable to R
ay. 

R
ay's m

on
itorin

g of D
r. K

in
g w

as also in
d

icated
 b

y h
is p

u
rch

ase 

of a p
air of b

in
ocu

lars after ren
tin

g th
e room

. R
ay ad

m
itted

 p
u

r-
ch

asin
g b

in
ocu

lars on
 th

e aftern
oon

 of A
p

ril 4.1968.(78) T
h

is ad
m

is-
sion w

as corroborated by a sales receipt from
 the Y

ork A
rm

s C
o., 162 

S
ou

th
 M

ain
 S

treet, M
em

p
h

is, d
ated

 A
p

ril 4, 1968; th
e statem

en
t of 

R
alph C

arpenter, the sales clerk w
ho sold the binoculars to R

ay; (79) 
an

d
 R

ay's fin
gerp

rin
t on

 th
e b

in
ocu

lars. T
h

e b
in

ocu
lars w

ith
 th

e re-
ceipt w

ere found in the bundle of evidence outside C
anipe's. A

lthough 

in
exp

en
sive, th

ey w
ou

ld
 h

ave en
ab

led
 R

ay to k
eep

 a close w
atch

 on
 

m
ovem

en
t at th

e L
orrain

e M
otel from

 th
e rear of th

e room
in

gh
ou

se. 
R

ay could have observed the L
orraine either from

 room
 5—

B
, by lean-

in
g sligh

tly.out of the w
indow

, or from
 the bathroom

 at the end of the 
h

all. E
xam

in
ation

 of room
 5—

B
 im

m
ed

iately after th
e assassin

ation
 

revealed
 th

at a d
resser h

ad
 b

een
 p

u
sh

ed
 from

 in
 fron

t of th
e w

in
d

ow
 

an
d

 th
at a ch

air h
ad

 b
een

 m
oved

 u
p

 to th
e w

in
d

ow
,(80) in

d
icatin

g 
that R

ay had, in fact, used the w
indow

 for surveillance of the L
orraine. 

T
h

u
s, th

ere is co
m

p
ellin

g
 circu

m
sta

n
tia

l ev
id

en
ce th

a
t fro

m
 

M
arch 17, 1968, R

ay tracked D
r. K

ing's m
ovem

ents from
 L

os A
ngeles 

eastw
ard, and then follow

ed him
 to Selm

a, A
la., A

tlanta, G
a., and ulti-

m
ately M

em
phis, T

enn.., w
here he rented a room

 from
 w

hich he could 

ob
serve D

r. K
in

g an
d

 p
u

rch
ased

 a p
air of b

in
ocu

lars to assist h
im

 in
 

h
is ob

servation
s. T

h
e com

m
ittee con

clu
d

ed
 th

at th
ese w

ere activities 

p
erform

ed
 b

y R
ay in

 p
rep

aration
 for assassin

atin
g D

r. K
in

g. 

5. JA
M

E
S E

A
R

L
 R

A
Y

 F
L

E
D

 T
H

E
 SC

E
N

E
 O

F
 T

H
E

 C
R

IM
E

 /IM
M

E
D

IA
T

E
L

Y
 A

F
T

F
M

 

T
H

E
 A

SSM
IsM

a103: 

T
he com

m
ittee concluded that Jam

es E
arl R

ay shot D
r. K

ing from
the bathroom

 w
indow

 on the second floor of the north w
ing of B

essie 
B

rew
er's room

in
gh

ou
se, fled

 from
 th

e b
u

ild
in

g carryin
g a b

u
n

d
le 

con
tain

in
g th

e w
eap

on
 an

d
 oth

er item
s. an

d
 d

rop
p

ed
 th

e b
u

n
d

le in
 

th
e en

tran
cew

ay of C
an

ip
e's A

m
u

sem
en

t C
o. T

h
e evid

en
ce fu

rth
er 

'see M
L

R
 E

xh
ib

it P
-20 (d

iagram
, secoad

 d
oor, B

essie B
rew

er'. room
in

gh
otm

e), I 
H

SC
A

—
M

L
E

 bearings. /0. 


