Hr. Geerge Lardner /20/71
Newsreon

Waskingten Pest

1150 15 St,, W

Washingtea, D.C. 20005

Dear Geerge,
= Lest night yeu ssked w2 a reaseanble question, perhaps a skeptical eme, and I trded
te emawer it with specifics. Hew ceme I was defending the FBI?

It can be said I wasx defending the FEI, but I weuld met put it that way amd I de
aot reslly believe that at any peint my puppeses ars te dafond er te attack.

I'11 explain this er try te explain it in a differeat way, one that I think might
help your understanding ef a ceaplex situation and a Bygantine stery. I'm deing it in
writisg rather thaa by pheae becsuse I senctines use letters as memorands amd I may at
somo peint wiant te use tils explansties in my writing, the way it is geing mew in the

bulnl'v-hdtoh,ruihwknlthtm—thiﬂhdnﬁ. & mov one on the King assassination,

(Yez, 1t will have "mew evidemce® in it,)

In my work and in my centacts with the majer medis {as distinguished fres indiekduak
reperters) I have ceme te leara how apt it was fer Selzhetsyr te may that as 1ittle truth
there is in the werld the supply still exceeds tht edmand, I find in it & wider applicebile
ity that I think ke int-nded,

The nature of my werk chamged greatly after ths earliest ef ite I mever did pursue
& whodunit although I believe thet if I were the FBI I'd be able teo selve the King case,
It has really beceme a study of the functioning snd malfuwnctiening ef eur institutienms
in time of great stress,

. The Odie case illustrates this snd that is what you ssked me sbeut in the senss of
ny defending the FEI. Remewber I teld yeu that in =y owm investizations I learmed of it
mtmmmmudhuntmithﬁumcmmn?l‘hﬂmuthfumc%h
FEL, I could add mere te tids, en what the FEI gheuld have dene sud ddid met de. 1t sheuld,
for sxauple, have recouszended certglh inquiries for the Cemsissien and paid these it
was willing te de, It could have geme off on its own and geld we have taken the liberty
ddm;m-formhthbpitdﬁthdmButthn.th‘.uo reasenable,
ioutgattathbuiepnht-rbwuhehuu. Subsrdinate te this is wht hed what
respensibility, prnblutdumhnmtmmﬁ-ntotuh&d‘m.-
conce and yho desire of each sgemcy er imstitutien teo pretect itself, Gomerally this cam
be dene enly at the cest te anydther, by blaming ssether, Hecver was partioularly skilled
at this and 1 have seme classic cases I'll be using,

Fy early perceptien of this was less clear than in retrespect I wish it had beenm,
However, I think yeu will fimd it explicit emewgh and entirely censisteat with ny attitude
last might and 4n thiss Read the Dmtreductien te my firet beek,writtem the end of 1964,
Ituhtﬁlmmltmmnnmtmthth secend, on hew imvestigations
werk, You will fimd that imx the sense you used "defned” thet I defended the Birchera
whe paid fer the scurrilous antd~JFK ad, I did me such thing. On the other emd I wac "dofond-
ing" Warrem whem that alse was not my purpese. I was trying te five tho reader a wiams of
making an independent judgement based em what was thea available te me, the Cemsiscion's
publighed materizls suly,

The actuality is of tetal fuilure, agency amd institutienal, I regard the press as
me of scoleti's bssic institutiens ané believs its feilure vas tetal. I wish it were
pessible for the pewers ef th: press te examins themselves en this but I thimk £t will mever
happen. Fer reasens met always the same but semetimes coincidimg the FBI, CIA amd sthers
like them failed. The basic failure came frem a pelicy determination. Nebedy actually tried
te find out what really happead, There mever was g real investigaticr ¢f the wssassination,
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The effort was te make the precenceptien as crédible as pessible, It has net ended,

A1l teday's leaks that appsar te be huttful to the FEI and CIA are met and mest
likely are by them, directlt er indirectly. Take the twe Geshite anéd EKegsler and the Pest
were suckered om, ene with Loover withhelding, ths ether with the CIA deinz the asame
thing, While in each case I am teday certain if the reet is ever reached it will met
suppert the trumk amdi brancles of the stories, thet is net matsrusl te my peimt, In
each cege Tyndsmental is the precemcsptiem of Oswald's guilt, This is true ef the
cormittes’s lesks em fing.

A%t me peint im my work er I thimk wher I spesk extempersnequsly de I seek geats
orn"‘mﬂthnt anyens, Even im sy eppesition te Sprague sund net him alenre en this
commdttes gettimg him is met my purpose smé I @id begim by impartlag trust and performing
on =y trust. It gave me the werli's best weans of meling & dependsble judgovent amd I have
made 1t and have solid proef frem it. Wiile it iz true, as Me Waldrea says, that I am
too trustinyg, and it is true that I'd rather net werry about met bein. this way, it ie
2lse gemerzlly true fhat this makes my evalustiens of others wasier und semetives paimfully
?ﬂ.ehr. The subtitle ef =y oarly werk reflect thie, This first wes ar amslysis ef the

emmizaion smd its stefff, subtitle The Ropert en the Wyrrem Report. The secesd, sub-
title "The FBI-Secret Service Coverup.," amd se it wemt, whem it was pessible bringimg

the CIA im vith Uswald in NewOrlsang, If I blawe them all hew do I defemd any ene? But
frem the peintednesa of the last part ef my first werk, em “eover's suppesed imitial ine
vostigation te the last part of ry lest werk, Peat Nortem, te my twe curremt suits in which
the FBI id defeddant I am net ite defender,

However, I will mot willingly er knewingly eriticize it unfaedirly er eut of balance.
Her the CIA, In the days of the Worrem Cpmmiesion the ultimate respemsibility lay with it.
Its gtaff imwéa knew better that it did and said and most cither left early, as a few
did, or ;eft solf=-serviag memes, I use some ef Arlem Specter's im Pest Hortem, There is
ne way of exculpeting the Cormissien sm¢ beimg hemest im thie and there is still this
irive te held 1t am inmnocent viotim, Resd the executive pessien trameseipt of 1/22 inm
Poet Neftem agsin. I thisk yeu read it when I gave to te Nill Vlaiberme im New Yerk
late 1u April 1S75.

This gets te LEJ's pelitical cuardug, givem his ebjectives, which car be regarded
vith less tham suspicien if limited te their time of erigin, He ram the pelitcal gamut,
frem Warrem te Rusmsell, cemmed sach in & differemt way and with that screwed the press,
especinlly these friendly te Warrem,

As best eme persen can vith these frailties ws all have I seek truth, I wish I had
the capability of publishing mere and of getting mere, elthough I have quite a cellectien
that is already bDeceming a permaneat schelarly archive. I canmst im truth say that the
FBI is respempible fer the failure te make a preper imvestizatien ef the Odie stery altheugh
I did oriticize the FEI in my writing em it. I‘ did met them "defemd" it. Ultimate
respensibility is the Cenmissien'sm. The leak to Amdersen uas exculpatery ef the Cemxissiom,

I ceuld carry this far@hr but I've run eut of time. I hepe you'll excuse my avem
worse typing. Smewiihgs Semetimes my wife can ge ever it amd cerrect it but this merning
she cannet, ¥y typing is werse because I mew type sort of cide-sadile. I can t keep my
legs zmik peadant feor very lem; and phould met keep them herigentzl tes long either. Se
I've made myself a pedestal-style typowriting table, with a steut pipe suppert, with a
uwegng of holding my legs herigemtal amd then cevered witk a small blesketx te kecp the
chroulstion up, With this weather my merssl meums of forcing the circulation, vidmirx
briek walking, is eut. Se I exercycle, gemerally te the AM TV news, which 1z hew I caught
the omaitho/Antamn sttack en veu, Burnham. Bderds, == and ethers. My avelegles
but mest peeple cam make it sut, Sincsrely,




